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SERMON I. 

On Hearing of Sermons. 



? £ Tim. iii. 7. 

Ever horning, and never able to come to the 
. Knowledge of the Trutd. 

A Description equally emphatical and 
* diihedrtening ! But to whom is it ap- 
plicable ? If there were fuch charafters in 
an age painfully emerging from Jewifli and 
Pagan darknefs; are there fuch in modem 
days ? If fuch chara&ers are to be found 
among the moft obfcure and mifguided 
fc&s; are there fuch in the bofom of the 
national church,? In ancient and in mo- 
dern times, among feds and in the eftablifh- 
ment, of fUch characters there have been 
and there are multitudes. Is it poflible ? 
Shall man be ever learning, and never able 
to attain knowledge? Shall man labour, 
fhall he labour in the purfuit of religious 
truth, and reap no fruit from his exertions I 
Yoi,. U. B Th* 



i On Hearing of Sermons. 

The event 'is poffible and frequent. In 
vain the hufbandhian fcatt^jg the feed, if 
the foil is not duly prepared -to receive it. 
The foil may be well prepared, and the 
feed may fpring up green among the fur- 
rows: but it is in vain that you expe6t a 
plentiful harveft, if you permit the riling 
plants to be fmothered by weeds. Is it rea- 
fonable to imagine that the feed of the 
Gofpel, the feed from which you look for 
the bread of life, will flourish and arrive to 
maturity; if you beftoto on its cultivation 
fcfe refle&ion, left folicitude, than are neeek 
fary for the grain which is to fupport your 
mortal body ? The word of God will in 
vain be preached unlo 'you, if you be not 
diipofed to embrace it. The word of God 
will in vain be preached unto you, if after* 
wards you fuffer it to be overwhelmed by 
the bufincfs or the pleafures of the world. 

My purpofe i& to endeavour to lead you 
to that frame of mind, with which a Chris- 
tian ought to confider the difcourfes which 
he hears from the pulpit. Let me requeft 
your ferious attention. For on the atten- 
tion with which you regard the general 
truths now to be laid before you depends not 
only the benefit, fuch as it may be, which 
might be received^ under the dirine bletfmg, 
10 from 



t>n Hearing bf Sermon*. % 

-from the preikitdifcourfet but much alfo 
of the advantage to be derived frorri the fu- 
ture difcourfes, which the minifters of reli* 
gion may addrefs to you. ; 

That you may furvey with a <:ompreh^n* 
five eye the extent of your duty, it may be 
ufeful that you (houkl previoufly turn your 
thoughts to mine; Jin the firft place, there- 
fore, I ihall briefly mention the duties of a 
Chriftian, Preacher: and (hall then proceed 
<to. the duties; of a Chriftian Hearer. 

I. \i*oye into all the world, faid bur Lord 
-to. ius« difciples, and preach the Go/pel to 
vvery creature. Woe unto me, laid St. Paul, 
if I preach hot tbe^ojpel. I determined to 
knosm nothing among you> faid the lame Apof- 
tie on another occafion, -but Jefus Chrift, 
and bun crucified (&)* A Chriftian Preacher 
is not to fet before the congregation a fyf- 
tem of religion iftpart deviled or modified 
by his own fancy. He is not to confider 
what fpecies of doctrine will prove moft 
agreeable to the natural imaginations of the 
heart. He is not to follow the fpeculative 
opinions of the wifeft of men ; nor to eftab- 
lifli moral truth and moral duty on the bafts 
of human authority. He is to look to the 

(*) Mark, xvi. 15. 1 Cor. k. t6. ii. 2. 

B a revealed 
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revealed Word of God. There is his com- 
. miffion to preach ; there is the religion 
which \\c is XQ preach. He is to preach th& 
GolpeL He is to preach Jefus Chrift, and 
him crucified* He is to unfold the great plan 
of falvation for fallen man through faith in 
the atoning blood -of a Redeemer.. He is to 
teach the indifpeiifable neceflity of the re- 
newal of the -heart unco hcflihefs through thp 
fan^ification-^jfthe Spirit of grace* The 
corner . ftone. <on which die is. .to build c is 
Jefus Chrift. On that corner ftone he is to 
build, ndt bay and Jlubble* Jiut found . and 
precious materials, materials which will en- 
sure the trial eyen of fire*;, pure and genuine 
~ Chriftianity, the unchaggeahleL jdodrines 
. ftnd comij3%#dmentp of the Son of God. 

Agaiu ; , • the iChriftiftfr Preacher is to 

preach the whde of the G&fpel. He is to 

jpaagnify the juftice no lefs confpicuoufty 

than the niercy of Jehovah. He is to pro* 

: claim the eternal vehgeance referved for the 

: impenitent ho lefs loudly than the glories 

, prepared for the juftifiedferv^Qts q{ Chrift. 

-4- He is rjot to dwell chiefly upon doftrinis 

* . to the neglcdl of prddicc ; nor on pra£Koe 

. to the disparagement of doftrines. He is 

.tp preach" true doctrine as the ground- work 

^ of holy pr&dice : And to . inculcate holy 

•L-v •.-. -. practice 
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pra&ice as the effea of true doarine. He 
is to labour to be the inftrumeut of enlight- 
ening the understanding, and alio of puri- 
fying the heart. While he teaches that 
man* is juftifi§d by faith alone, not by the 
deeds of the law; he is to convince his 
hearers that their hope will bis vain, unleft 
they add to their faiti virtue, as its evidence 
and its ffyit. How fhall the architeftraife 
the palace, unleis an immovable foundation 
fliall firft have been eftablifhed ? But how 
ihall the pile be completed, if year after 
year his mind.be wholly abibrbed in.perfeft* 
ing and difplaying the ftrength of the foun- 
dation ? With his plummet and his fquare 
continually in his hand, he unremittingly 
proves every part of his work whether it 
rafts on the foundation. 1 To the founda- 
tion every apartment, even every ornament, 
of the ftrufture has an ultimate and a dis- 
cernible reference* But he fails not to be- 
ftow diftin&and due regard on. the form, 
the proportion, and the purpofe, of every 
apartment; on the nature and the pofition 
of every ornament* How fhall the preacher, 
like a wife mafter-builder, edify his hearers 
hittf afpiritualboufe, a living and holy temple 
h the Lord (Jr) ; unlefs he founds it on the 

(J>) 1 Pet. ji. 5. 1 Cor. iiL i6 9 17. Ephef. ii. 21. 

" ; B 3 appointed 
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appointed rock, even Jefus.Chrift? And 
how fhajl the preacher, like a wife matter* 
Jbuilder, prepare them to be an habitation 
of God through the Spirit (c); unlefs, while 
in every part of his labour pf edification he 
inceffantly refers them to the fundamental 
dodrines of the Crofs, and to thole doc- 
trines traces backward every motive, warn- 
ing, admonition, and encouragement; he 
affigns feparate and adequate attention to 
every Chriftian grace, to every form offing 
unlefs he fpecifically developes the chafaq- 
teriftic marks ?md cuftomary bearings of 
each branch of diity and of tranfgreflion; 
the occafions on which the virtue is moft 
needed and moft difficult, the fin moft fte-» 
quent and moft enfnaring; the delufions by; 
which the range of the virtue will apparently 
be curtailed, and the pretences by which 
its obligation will be plaufibly undermined; 
the difguifes under which the fin. will veil" 
itfelf, and the palliations by which it will 
extenuate the guilt of conceflion. 

Farther: The Chriftian Preacher is zea* 
loufly to allot an extraordinary roeafiare of 
exertion to thofe branches of religiort, whe- 
ther doftrinal or practical, which he difco* 
Vers to be gtofsiy mifunderftood, pr lightly. 

• (<■) Eph. ii* *2. - • 

regarded. 
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regarded, • by many of his congregation. 
To all whom he is appointed to feed he is 
to give their portion of meat in duefeafon {d)\ 
and he is to distribute Spiritual nutriment 
in a njanner fuited to the ability which dif- 
ferent individuals poflefe of digefting it, 
and. to the need which they have of it; 
ftrpng me$t to the adult, milk to babes (e). 
Sqp^9 of the dq&rines which he inculcates 
as of the higheft importance, fbme of the 
pra&ical duties which he defcribcs as re- 
quifite marks of a real Cbriftian, will be 
extremely unpalatable to numbers among 
thofe whom he addreflfes. At the humbling 
picture which a faithful minifter cannot but 
draw of the utter weaknefs and corruption 
of human nature; at his delineation of the 
unwearied vigilance, of the purity of life, 
which he cannot but pronounce indiipen- 
fable; pride, felf-righteoufnefs, worldly* 
mindednefs, will afluredly take offence. At 
one period the Galatians were fo fondly at* 
tached to St Paul, that the Apoftfc im- 
preffively reprefents them as defirous, had 
it been poffible, to have plucked out their 
own eyes and given them unto him. After- 
wards their fentiments were completely 
changed. They were alienated from the 

(</) Luke, jtfi. 42. (t) Hcbr. V. 12. 14. 

b 4 . Apoftle. 
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Apoftle. They regarded him as theirene* 
my. Why ? St. Paul difclofes the reafbn. 
The Galatians regarded him as an enemy 
bedfufe -he told them the truth (f). He 
{poke to them without difguife. He hu- 
moured not their prejudices. He declared 
that which was right, however unaccept- 
able, however offenfive, he knew that' the 
truth would prove to them. If to his own 
converts St; Paul himfelf could not preach 
the truth without giving offence; let not 
the faithful minifter of the prefentdfcy hope 
that his difcourfes ftiall offend none. If he 
pferceivc that fomeare offended, what (hall 
be his conduft ? He fhall pity them. • He 
(hall pray for them. But be cannot change 
hiscourfe. He muft perfevere. He reads 
in the difcontented eye of his auditor; "** I 
" approve not thy doclrine: Irelifh not 
9 c thy ftri&nefs/' He turns his ear to the 
voice of the Moft High 2 Son of man! I have 
made thee a watchman to the boufe of Ifrael: 
therefore hear the word at My mouth, and 
give them warning from Me. Speak My 
words unto them, whether they will hear, or 
whether they will- forbear (g). Is he to 
obey man or God ? Is he to be a pleafer of 
men, or of God? He is to approve himfelf 
(/) Gal iv. 15, 16. (g) Ejsck. ii. 7. Hi. 17. 

to 
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to his own mafter. He is to perfift in ex- 
plaining the whole counfet of 'God, in let- 
ting forth the fincerc word of Jefus Chrift; 
precept upon preqept, precept upon precept, 
line upon line, line upon line ; here a little, 
and there a little, in meeknefs injlruBing 
tbofe that oppofe them/elves; in humble hope 
that peradventure an hour may come, when 
God will give unto them repentance to the 
acknowledging of the truth (h). 

Laftly; the Chriftian Preacher is to 
preach not himfelf, but Chrift Jefus the 
Lord -(/). He fcrves the Lord Chrift: for 
. Chrift he is an ambaffador: his matter's 
glory, not his own, muft .he purfue. The 
pulpit he is to regard not as the throne 
bf his exaltation, but as the place wher^ he 
is to manifeft himfelf the fervant of all for 
the fake of Jefus {£). He is not to aflume 
to himfelf confequence, as though he were 
lord over the heritage of God. He is not 
to feek to have dominion over the faith 
of his brethren. He is not to convert 
the houfe of God into a theatre for the- 
difplay of his erudition, of his imagina- 
tion, of his eloquence. Devoted to his 
Jnafter's honour, abforbed in folicitude for 

(b) Ifaiah, xxviii. 10. aTim. ii. 25. (/') z Cor. iv, 5. 
(i)IMd. 

the 
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the falvation of his flock; how fhall bt 
make himfelf * his owa reputation, his own 
authority, his own fecular advantage, the 
end and objeft of his preaching ? How fhall 
he thus hypocritically prqfefs himfelf a 
<work$r together with Chrift ? How fhall he 
thus profane the miniftry of the word (?f 
life? 

II. I proceed to the duties of a Chriftian 
Hearer. 

By contemplating the devious tracks in 
which the carelefs and the obftinate are 
bewildered, we are taught to difcern and to 
value the pith of fafcty. Confider then the 
unworthy motives and views, with which 
men too often prefent themfelves as hearers 
of fermons. 

Many perfons attend public worfhip, 
and preaching as one part of it, from cuf- 
torn, or from a regard to chara&er. They 
fee the neighbourhood flocking to the church ; 
therefore they go thither. They perceive 
that orderly and refpe&able perfons make a 
point of regular attendance: and they are 
not unwilling to embrace the fame method 
of being efteemed orderly and reipe&able. 
A man of this defcription has fatisfied his 
wifhes by fhewing himfelf in the church. 

To 
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To be obferved as forming one of the con* 
gregation was his obje6h To worfhip God 
in fpirit and in truths was not the purpofc 
itohich attra&cd him. The fervice therefore 
engages little of his attention* In fomc 
paflages perhaps he joins, yet mechanically, 
through form rather than devotion; but 
his thoughts are commonly roving among 
other fubje£is. When he liftens to the fer- 
xnon, it is without earneftnefs; and with 
many a fecret wifh that it were at an etuii 
He relapfes into ibme worldly train of 
thought; until he is aroufed from.a vacant 
reverie, or from meditation on his bufinefe 
or his pleafures, by hearing the joyful found 
of the congregation rifing to depart. 

Others frequent preaching from curiofity. 
Like the Athenians, they are always eager 
to hear ibme new thing. In the language 
of Scripture, they have itching ears, and 
after their own lujis heap to tbemfehes 
teachers. They wander from one place of 
worihip to another; become diffatisfied 
with any minifter whom they have heard 
for a continuance ; and fpeedily learn not 
to reliih any preacher, who is not extrava- 
gant in manner, and violent in declama* 
tion. The time foon arrives when, fuJU 
filling the prophecy of St, Paul, they will 

not 
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not endure found do8rine; but turn away 
from the truths and are turned unto fables (/). 
They are perplexed and confounded by a, 
multitude 6f inftru&ors. Toffed to and 
fro, and carried about with every wind erf 
do&rine; they depart from the words of 
truth and fobernefs, and fall a prey to the 
wildeft delufions. 

Others liften to a fermon with a criti- 
eifing fpirit; not careful to profit by it, but 
4 watchful to fit in judgement upon it, Swoln 
with fpiritual pride, and deeming them- 
felves complete matters of the moil diffi- 
cult points of dodrine, they fcrutinife 
every fentence which drops from the lips 
of the preacher; put each of his terms to 
the rack; examine the foundnefs of his 
orthodoxy with inquifitorial fufpicion; and 
if they are able to faften upon an exprefliort 
Hot precifely confonant with the niceties of 
their own religious phrafeology, or capable 
of being underftood in a fenfe fomewhat at 
variance with their peculiar prepofleffions, 
deny their inftruftor to be evangelical, pro- 
nounce him blind, and congratulate them- 
fclves upon their own fcriptural attain- 
ments and keen-eyed fagacity. Eager to 
cenfure, and impatient to decide; the fruit 
(/) * Tfcn. iv; 3, 4. 

Which 
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which they reap from the return of the Sab- 
bath is to be flattered in: preemption and 
confirmed in ignorance. « ~ 

Others become hearers of fermons for no 
better, purpofe than that of entertainment. 
Counterparts of the Jews in the days of 
Ezekiel, who talked one with another at the . 
(foprs of * their bmfes, andfpoke every one to his 
brother, faying, €€ Come, I fray you, and bear 
what is the, word that cometbfrom the Lord; 9 
becaufe the preaching of the Prophet was 
to them . as a very lovely Jong of one that 
[bad a plea/ant voice, and could play well 
upon an inftrument {m) ; they refort on the 
jLord's day to the houfeof God with views 
and feelings fimilar to tfeofe which im- 
pelled them on the preceding evening to a 
icene of mdfical feftivity. They frequent 
particular churches for the fake of " good 
preaching." And by good preaching they 
intend not that faithful difplay and power- 
ful application of evangelical truth, which 
awaken the confcience and probe the heart: 
but elegance of language* harmonioufnefs 
of voice, gracefulnefs of. delivery, in the 
firft place; and in the next place, fmooth 
precepts and unmerited encouragements, 
interfperied with interefting addrefles to the 
(») Eztk. xxxiii. 32. 

paffions* 
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paffions. The ear i$ pleafed and the taffe 
is gratified; but like the auditors of 
Ezekiel, they hear the words of the 
preacher and do them not. 

What then are the difpofit ions with which 
a Chriftian ought to Men tD difcouffes 
from the pulpit ? : How ihall he ib learn, 
that he may be able to attain unto the 
knowledge of the truth ? 

The firft requifite is reverence , for the 
Word of God. To explain and apply 
the Word of God is the obje& of ev«y fer- 
won. To hear the Word of God ekp*ak*d 
and applied is the objeft of every ferkius 
hearer. And preaching is one of the rfiearis 
of grace and falvation fcrdfeined by the gre'at 
Lord of the church. Attend then with de- 
vout regard to the miniftry of the Word. 
Confider that every doibine which thfc 
j>reacher unfolds, every command which he 
inculcates, every promife, every threaten*- 
ing which he difplays before you, are 
avbwedly delivered from the Bible. They 
are not the dodrines, the commands, the 
promifes,the threatenings, of the preacher; - 
tut of God. And he who in any cafe de- 
r fpifes a rule of faith or of pra&ice, which 
the minifter truly declares to him from the 
Bible, defpifes not man, but God. 

, la 
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In the next place, attend with a teach- 
able mind Unlefs you are converted, iaid 
our Lord to his followers, and become as 
tittle children ; you Jhall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. Humble .yourfelf in 
the houfe of your Maker. # Be prepared to * 
receive unwelcome truths; truths which 
contradid your favourite opinions, or de- 
clare war againft your favourite pra&ices. 
Away with all pride, all obftinacy, all 
prejudice* Bring every thought into captin 
vity to the obedience bf Chrift; and receive 
*vith meefcnefs the word which is able to 
feve your fouls. 

Thirdly; Whatever be the truth which 
the preacher delivers, apply it, as far as it is, 
applicable, to yourfelf. You are liftening ' 
for yourfelf, not for your neighbour. Whe- 
ther this portion or that portion of the fer- 
mon be applicable to your neighbour, is not 
your concern. Thou art the man. You 
are the perfon to whom whatever you hear 
ifc addreffed. Apply it to the benefit of 
your foul. But apply what you hear 
fairly. Many perfons become moft dange- 
rous felf-deceivers, by applying parts of 
fermons to themfelves, and making no fuch 
application of other parts. If in one part, 
for example, the fermon fpeaks the lan- 
guage 
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guage of encouragement to die. true CJbiril^ 
tian, and eularges on the bleffed prqpiifes 
fecured to him; all this encouragement, 
all thefe promifes, they inftantly apply to 
themfelves. But to themfelves they did 
not apply other paffages of the difcourfe, in 
which the marks of a true Chriftian were 
defcribed; marks by, which if they ; had 
examined their principles and conduft, 
they would perhaps have difcerned them- 
felves not to be true ChrLftians, and of courfc 
not entitled to the benefit ofauyencoUr 
ragementor promife... Or if the rniiiifter 
difplays fome fcriptural example of the 
mercy of God to a grievous offender ; they 
fail not to affure themfelves that mercy will 
be equally extended to them. But they 
paid little regard to the proofs of true re^ 
pentance which the jninifter had alio de ? 
tailed as manifefted by that offender : proofs 
which .on due inveiiigation they would 
have difcovered to be wanting in them-* 
felvcs, and would confequently have been 
conftrained to perceive that in their exifting 
ftafe of heart they could have no reafbn- 
able hope of mercy. To apply fermons 
thus partially, thus unwarrantably, is but 
to blind your confeience and to harder* 
yourfelf in fin. 

ji Fourthly; 
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Folirthly; Reflect that circumftances ap- 
parently fmall and cafual fccm not feldom to 
be fele&ed by Him, who can crufh the globe 
With an atom, to accomplifli momentous 
"ends. To how many finners has an indivi- 
dual fermon been made, as it were, the hinge 
of converfion, the turning point between life 
arid death ! Did you withhold your atten- 
tion from the laft fermon at which you were 
prefent ? How know you but in that fermon 
was contained an elucidation of fome im- 
portant doftrine Which you mifconceive; 
x a fcriptural example of virtue moft need- 
ful to your edification; a fcriptural denun- 
ciation of vengeance againft your own be- 
fetting fin I How know you but that to 
the abfehce of the Chriftian armour which 
that difcourfe would have fupplied, your 
fall under recent temptations is to be attri- 
buted? How know you but from the ab- 
ience . of that armour, temptations even 
now impending over your head will derive 
their principal ftrength ? But you have not 
merely precluded yourfelf from the advan- 
tage which you might have acquired. The 
negleft of that advantage is a fin for which 
you muft render an account to God, 
Every opportunity which he affords you of 
imbibing inftrudtion in his holy temple, is a 

Vol. II. . C blcflingi 
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blefiing, for the improvement of which yotl 
will {land refponfible at the day of judge- 
ment. Beware left the preaching of his 
word, ordained by him for your eternal 
good, prove, through your wilful difregard* 
the caufe of an increafe of your conderti- 
natioi). 

Fifthly; Let your attention during the 
delivery of fermons, and your fubfequent 
meditations on their import, be accompa- 
nied with a fervent defire that the Spirit 
of grace may incline your foul unto know- 
ledge. Whoever may plant, whoever may 
water, it is God jvhogivcth the increafe. 
To him raife your heart in prayer through 
the mediation of his Son Jefus. -So fhall 
He enlighten you by his Holy Spirit to 
underftand his law. So fhall he caufe the 
good feed to take root in your bofom. So 
ihall he preferve you from the doom of 
the unfruitful hearer. So fhall he render 
you a doer of the law, bringing forth fruit 
unto perfe&ion. 

To conclude. Take beedi my brethrefty 
bow ye bear. Look well to your hearts. 
Let the motives which bring you to this, 
place be fuch as befit thofe who profefs ta 
be athirft for infiru&ion and edification. Let 
your diligence in yielding faithful attention, 

and 



OH Hearing *f Sermons. 19 

And yam- fineerity itt applying to yourfelve* 
the *rwha whi&h you hear,, be iuch at 
become thefe Who liften to the word of life. 
Wi» 7 cried the prophet Ifaiah, "anticipating 
the rcje&ion bf the preachers of the Gdfpel 
by his countrymen ; Who hath believed our 
report (n) ? When Jeftis Chrift appeared, 
and preached in theit jyn&gogues ; how few 
in feomparifoh with the multitudes of his 
Ifeaftrs were knptefled with durable con* 
Vi&ion ! If the Jews could fail of being 
converted by the preaching of the Son of 
God; how eafily may you fail to profit by 
the preaching of his minifters ! Why did 
the Jews fkil of conversion? The word 
preached did not profit them, not being mixed 
with faith) with genuine operative faith, in 
them that beard it (o). Be not ye tike unto 
them. If any do&fine declared tb you 
from the pulpit atppear hard and ftrange ; do 
iipt haftily pronounce it erroneous and un- 
worthy of God* Have you never dete&ed 
yourfelf in ignorance? Have you never 
known yourfelf blinded by mifapprehen- 
(ion and prejudice? May it not be igno- 
rance, or mifapprehenfion, or prejudice, 
Which prevents you from perceiving the 
doftrlne to be true? Sufpcnd youf judge- 
fa) Ifoiah, liii. i. (o) He&r. iv. 2. 

C % ment, 
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ment, until you (hall have confidered th* 
iubjedt maturely and with impartiality; 
Confiilt your Bible deliberately at home. 
Compare one part of Scripture with ano- 
ther. Why are the inhabitants of Berea 
honoured with a record of perpetual praife? 
Becaufe, when new dodtrines were propofed 
to them, they fearched the Scriptures dili- 
gently to learn whether thofe things were 
fo. The fearch was not in vain. They dis- 
covered that the do&rines were undeniably 
the dodtrines of the word of God. Imitate 
thefe wife men in their zeal: follow them 
in the tradi which they purfued in queft 
of truth. If the refult of your examina- 
tion leaves your doubts unrefblved; have 
you not friends both intelligent and pious, 
with whom you may difcufs them ? Have 
you not minifters of religion impelled* 
let us truft, by inclination no lefs than by 
.duty, privately to confirm your faith by 
fpiritual inftrudtion and counfel? Finally;' 
fupplicate day by day your Almighty Fa- 
ther for grace habitually to exemplify in 
the bufy fcenes of life the efficacy of the 
inftrudtion to which you liftened on the 
Sabbath. In your prayers forget not your 
minifters. Intercede for them, and in that 
interccffionyou intercede for yourfelves, that 

utterance 
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utterance may be given unto them tKat they 
may open their month boldly to make known 
the myftery of thc.Gofpel, that therein they 
may {peak bohjlyias they ought to fpeak(/>). 
What is our united fupplication ? tt Make, 
" we befeech thee, O Almighty God, all 
" bifhops and paflors diligently to preach 

* thy holy word, and the people obedi- . 
a ently to follow the fame. Grant that 

* the minifies? and ftewards of thy myfte- 
44 ries xpsy prepare and make ready thy 

\yay, by turning the hearts of thedHobe- 
dient to the wifdom of the jufh Grant 
unto us all that we, being called by thy 
holy word, may forthwith give up our- 
44 felvcs obediently to fulfil thy holy com- 
44 maudments,^ through jefus Chrift our 
?Lori." 

ty) Ephef. vi 19, 20. 
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And feme hplieved the things ijpbicb *&&+. 
Jpoien; ondjqnp believed nqt, . 

CT. Paul, delivered by his fhfle accuffcrs 
^ in Judpa into the hands of the Roman 
governor, perceived, that no profbeft of 
preferving his life remained, tmt by an ap-r 
peal unto Caviar. Exercifing therefore the 
right of a Roman citizen, he demanded tq 
be fent to the Emperor, that by him the 
caufe might be examined and decided. He 
was accordingly conyeyed, as a prifbner, tq 
Rome. His firft care, on his arrival in 
that city, was tq aflemble his countrymen, 
the Jews: to fatisfy them, that he had[ 
never purpofed, in appealing unto Ciefer, 
to exhibit any complaint againft the Jewify 
nation ; and diftin&ly to fet before them 
that faith in Jefus of Nazareth, tjie promifec| 
13 Saviour, 



On Believers tend Unbelievers* 23 

Saviour, for which he was an ambaflador 
in bonds. His countrymen replied, that 
00 charge againft himfejf had reached their 
«ars; that they had received but imper- 
ii accounts concerning the dodtrinc which 
he profefied; that they knew it, however, 
to be univerfally fpoken againft; and that 
they were defirous of hearing a full ftate- 
ment of his opinions. A day was appointed. 
Numbers came to his abpde. Earn eft for 
their converfion, and zealous for the 
glory of his Matter, he expounded to them 
the Scriptures, and tefiifed the kingdom of 
God, perfuading them concerning jfe/us, both 
tut of the law qfMafes, and out of the fro-* 
fbe$s % from morning till evening. What 
was the effe& of his labour ? Some believed 
the things which wtreffoken^ andfome be- 
lieved not. Some believed : Why ? They 
could not refift the power and wifdom with 
which he fpoke. They were willing to 
liften to the truth; therefore their preju- 
dices yielded* They turned their eyes ta 
the light; therefore the light fhone not in 
vain. They difcerned in Jefus of Nazareth 
the undeniable chara&ers of that Meffiah, 
• to whom the Law and the Prophets bare 
witnefs: they difcerned them with joy 
and thankfulnefs; therefore they glorified 
C 4 God 
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pod by faith in his beloved Son, Some, 
believed not: Why? Becaufe they were 
exa&ly fiich men as the foreknowledge of 
the Holy Ghoft had defcribed by the 
mouth of Ifaiah. Their heart was waxed 
grofs, and their ears were dpll Qf hearing, 
and their eyes they had clofed ; left they 
fliould fee with their eyes, and hear with 
their ears, and be convexted, and God 
fhould heal them. Their heart, fixed upon 
ceremonial ordinances and worldly purfuits, 
was averfe to fpiritual religion, humility, 
and holinefs. Their ear gave «o attention 
to doftrines which contradi&ed their pis? 
poffeffions, and proclaimed the iniquity of 
the felf-righteous. Their eyes they wil- 
fully fhut againft that light from above, by 
which ignorapce was detected, and guilt 
expofed. Therefore it was that Mofes 
and the prophets teftified before them, and 
produced not convi<5iion. Therefore it was, 
that hearing they heard, and did not under- 
stand ; and feeing they faw, and did not per-* 
ceive. Therefore it was, that they withftood 
Jthe evidence of the Gqfpel. Therefore it 
was, th^t they would not be converted and 
healed. Therefore it was, that they would 
not accept the falvation of God. 

Hoy 
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How ftands the cafe with refpe<3t to 
Chriftians ? To them ujiiverfally is the Re- 
velation of Jefiis Chrift addreffed. To 
them Mofes and the prophets, and all the 
infpired writers of the New Teftament, 
deliver their teftimony concerning the Re-r 
deemef of mankind. To them , the Sab- 
bath, as well as Jnany an intervening day t 
opens the houfes of God, that, with hum- 
ble Application and fipcere thankigiving, 
they may. he*r the wprjls of eternal life. 
To them, the minifters of religion ceafe not 
to direft appropriate inftru&ion; ceafe not 
to unfold the whole counfel of God ; to 
unveil the radical corruption of human na- 
ture; to make nunifeft the power, the de- 
ceitfulnefs, and the confequences of fin; to 
fliiplay the grand do£trines of redemption 
find ian&ification; to explain and enforce 
the precepts f admonitions, and exhorta- 
tions of Holy Writ; to animate the righ- 
teous by the examples of faints of ancient 
days; to alarm the guilty by the fate of 
former rebels againft the Moft High; to 
strengthen the feeble, to confirm the wa- 
yering, to convince the gainfayer, to com- 
fort the afflidted, to inftil caution into the 
ra(h, humility into the prefumptuous. (The 
pinifters of religion, thofe at leaft who 

cordially 
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cordially enlarge their views to the extent 
of their duty, ta the unequivocal import of 
the vows which are upon thorn, ceafe not 
to labour from hou^e to houie; and pri-» 
vately to imprcfe oi> each individual, as 
prudence and opportunity may allow, the 
injun&ion, the warning, or the encourage- 
ment,' of which he more efpecially ftanda. 
in need* >\ Thus, to all throughout the 
Chriftian^world is the Gofpel of falvation 
4ent. How is it received? As it was 
among the Jews at Rome : Some believe; 
the things which are fpoken; and ibmq 
believe them not. If there be any diffeiv 
ence between the two cafes, it is this. 
Among the Jcwiih nation, colleftively 
considered, there was, on the one hand, 
more open unbelief; and, on the other, more 
fincerity in Chriftian profeffion, than exifts 
at prcfent. They who did not believe 
that Jeius Chrift catne from God, feeling 
no worldly motive to induce them to di£ 
lemble their unbelief, avowed it, and a&ed 
upon it. They who were convinced of 
the truth of the Gofpef, and embraced the 
Chriftian faith, having no worldly motive 
to lead them to profefs a religion which 
was eve?y where fpoken againji and perfe- 
cuted, ufually became Chriftians under the 

influence 



On Believers and Unbelievers. 17 

influence of decided piety. But in thefe 
(days, when to be a declared unbeliever, is 
commonly regarded as difgraceful ; there 
jwe to\>e found within the pale of the Chris- 
tian church many perfons who have ne 
fbzdfoft belief in the Golpel. And as in 
thtfe more mild and enlightened countries, 
ho danger hangs over the head of any man 
in confequence* of his being outwardly a 
ditciple of Chrift; there is feen* among 
profefled Chriftians a far greater propor- 
tion of the carelefs and the lukewarm than 
was to be difcerned by the Apoftles amofig 
their converts. Now let it be always and 
ftedfhftly remembered, that the Scriptures 
univerfally reprefent as unbelievers not only 
thofe whbfe blindnefs and impiety treat 
the Chriftian revelation as a felfehood, as a 
cunningly devifed fable, as an invention 
of men : but thofe alio who hold the truth 
in unrigbteoufnefs ; thofe who believe ab- 
ftra&edly, but not pra&ically; thofe who 
believe, and do not obey; thole who be- 
Jieve with the understanding, but believe 
not with the heart unto justification *. A 
4ead faith is no faith* It has no claim 
through Chrift to the rewards of faith. It 
piay Income even more finful and dan- 

• Rom. i. 18.— x. 10. * 
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gerous than open unbelief. To fin againft 
knowledge may be, under poffiblc circum-r 
fiances, more flagitious than to offend 
through wilful ignorance. Not to believe in 
Cbrift may fometimes be owing chiefly to 
guilty upconcetfi. To believe that he came . 
from God, and defpife his commandments, 
mujt be, in the language of the Pfalratft* 
the great offence , mud be prefumptmus Jin* 
Why are the Gentiles pronounced to have 
been Atheifts, without God iff the tporld* ? 
Becaufe though they knew God, they glo- 
rified him not as God. He may be the 
woi ft of Atheifls, whp acknowledges that 
there is a God, and will not obey him, 
He whp outwardly confefles Chrift, and 
practically denies Him, may be the worft 
of unbelievers. 

Confider the chara&eriftic features of 
the two claffes* into which the multitudes to 
whom the Gofpel is now preached are di- 
vided. Some believe the things which arc 
Ipoken, and foqae believe them not. 

I. Advert primarily to thofe who believe. 

When you caft your eyes upon the mafs 
of profeffed Chriftians, you obferve among 
them a fet of men manifeftly fepaf ated and 

l 

• Eph. ii. 1 2. Aflwi ct rm ^|ur. 

diflin- 
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diftinguiftied from the crowd. You fee 
them feparated from the pollutions by 
which they are furrounded; and diftin- 
guifhed by views and prbciples different 
from thofc which govern the world that 
lieth in wickednefs. Thefe are they which 
believe. Approach them more nearly, and 
examine them clofely. Infpe6t their con- 
dud; contemplate their objefts; investi- 
gate their motives. What is the refult of 
your obiervation and inquiry? You per- 
ceive thefe perfons more affiduous than 
others in frequenting public wqrfhip; not 
like others, glad to catch at ejecufes, and to 
fabricate pretences for being abfent; but 
contriving leifure, and fubmitting to world- 
ly inconvenience, and even lofs, that their 
attendance on the Houfe of God may not 
be interruptedt You perceive them fcru- 
puloufly regular in presenting themfelves at 
the facramental table. You perceive them 
dedicating thofe parts of the fabbath, which 
are unoccupied by publie devotipn, not tp 
idlenefs, not to trifles, not to the adjuft- 
. jneut of domeftic concerns, but to pious 
meditation, tQ religious reading, to edify- 
ing difcourfe, to works of mercy; not par- 
ing off corners and pilfering away frag- 
ments for fecular employments; not flu6iu* 



at jag 
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ating with an internal ftruggle betweefi 
confcience and Mammon ; not weary and 
impatient like the Jews, who turned again 
and again their eyes to the dial, and ex* 
claimed, " When will the Sabbath be gone, 
" that we may fet forth wheat*? 99 not (holt* 
ening the morning by ftudied lazinefs ; not 
purloining the afternoon for feftivkies of 
the table ;jfnor, under the fcanty feitiblance 
of devotion, proftituting the evening td 
mufical recreation |) but faithfully conceding 
the whole period of iacred reft to fuch occu- 
pations as befit the day which God had hal- 
lowed unto himfelf; fuch occupations as 
comport with a fpecial preparation for eter- 
nity; fuch occupations as are confifteat 
with the tranquillity, leifure, and edification 
of their houfeholds ; fuch occupations as are 
adapted to'caufe the day to be a bleffing to 
their fouls. In the midft of this their 
Chriftian ftri&nefs, you behold no often- 
tation, no fupcrftition, no fournefs, no 
gloom. You fee fomething in their manner * 
and deportment which {hews that this fer* 
vice is not a matter of form, but that it 
comes from the heart: that the man 
does not render it by conftraint, but 
that he would be unhappy if he did ndt 

* AifcoS, viii. j. ' 
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render it. Yoii daily perceive them in pri- 
vate cultivating an intercourse with God in 
prayers and by devout ftudy and fubfe- 
quent reflexion, gaining more and more 
knowledge of the divine will, and of the 
method of falvation. In the common deal- 
ings of life, you fee them bringing religion 
into pra&ioe; confcientioufly making it 
their objed to be upright, pun&ual, mo- 
derate, and benevolent in all their tranfac* 
tions ; purfuing their worldly callings with 
diligence, but purfuing them on Chriftiai* 
principles, and with -Chriftian compofure; 
notjhtbfulinbufinefsjyctin their bufinefs, 
and by their bufinefs, ferving the Lord; 
not elated by fuccefs, not repining under 
disappointment; not grafping, not avari- 
cious, not envious, not full of care, but 
ft riving calmly and fteadily to perform 
their duty, and cheerfully leaving the event 
in the hands of God. In their families 
you behold them, quiet, eonfiderate, affec- 
tionate, patterns of kind tempers,' abound- 
ing in kind anions; fetting their faces 
againft folly, againft vanity, againft the 
appearance of evil ; againft pernicious cus- 
toms, however popular, however widely 
difFufed; and taking pains day by day to 
train their houfehold in the nurture and 

admonition 
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admonition of the Lord. Uiuverfjilly yotf 
difcern that their defire is to do all to the 
glory of God, that God may in all- things 
be glorified through Jefus Chrift; to cru- 
cify the flefli with its affettions afed lufts; 
to feek not their own things, but the 
things which are Jefus Chrift's; to live 
not unto themfelves, but unto Chrift who 
died for them; to adorn the do&rine of 
God their Saviour in all things; and to 
omit no means and opportunities which 
can difcreetly be embraced for the purpofe 
of attracting others to the knowledge, and 
love of genuine religion. When they con- 
verfe in the retired circle of thefr friends 
on facred fubje&s; you read in their coun- 
tenances the intereft which pervades the 
heart. You behold them labouring to grow 
in grace: not ftationary in religion, but 
making a progrefs; laying up more and 
more treafure in heaven; preffing forward 
towards the mark; advancing onward to- 
wards per fe6i ion. For thefe men are not 
perfeft : they are (till frail and finful. You 
behold among them many humbling in- 
ftances of infirmity, many fins of furprife, 
many proofs ofthe power of temptation ,many 
tokens and efFcfts of inherent corruption. 
But they do not allow themfelves in fin. 

They 
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They abhor it; they fight againft it; they 
fuffer it not to obtain the dominion over 
them; they oppofe it in the armoxlr of 
God, in the ftrength of his grace: they 
bitterly repent when they have fallen into 
tranfgreflion: they fervently fue for par- 
don through the great atonement: they 
derive from their fall additional motives to 
felf-abafetaept, watchfulnefs,. and prayer. 
Why is it that this clafs of profeffed Chris- 
tians exemplify the pifture which has been 
drawn ? Why is it that they are real Chris- 
tians? Becaufe they have believed. Why 
is it that they have believed ? Becaufe they 
have inclined their ear unto the things 
which were fpoken. They have not re- 
filled the Holy Ghoft. They have bowed 
to the influence of divine grace. Therefore 
God hath taken away the heart of ftone, 
and given to them a heart of fle(h; a heart 
fbftened, purified, and lanftified ; a heart 
replete with fpiritual underftanding, and 
fpiritual defires. Therefore they are con- 
verted from darknefs to light* Therefore 
God hath healed them. ' 

II* Let us turn our thoughts to thofe 
tvho believe npt* 

Vol. IK D J mean 
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I mean not now to dired your atten- 
tion to avowed infidels. J {peak of perfbns 
who profefs to know Chrift, to believe in 
Chrift, but by their works deny him. Even 
of thefe.men a minute defcription is not 
neceffary. They are in all points the re- 
verfe of thofe who believe. Their attend- 
ance on the public fervice of God, and on 
the other outward ordinances of Chrifti- 
anity is uncertain, languid, and formal. 
The Sabbath is a burden to them; and 
they are happy when the clofe of it releafes 
them from their conftrained abftinence, if 
indeed they have pradifed. abftinence, from 
worldly occupations. The Bible refts on 
their (helves : or the perufal of it is re- 
garded as a talk, and i6 performed heavily, 
mechanically, fuperficially. Private prayer, 
if not negle&ed, is wearifome and lifelefs. 
Follow them through the daily occurrences 
of a6live employment, and you difcern no» 
traces of a religious fpirit. You fee them 
felfifh, overbearing, fenfual, contentions, 
.worldly-minded. God is not in their 
thoughts. His name may fupply the tongue 
with unhallowed exclamations: but his 
fear is foreign to the heart. They think not 
of their baptifmal vow. They renounce not 
u the 
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the devil and all his works, the pomps and 
vanities of this wicked world, and all the 
finful lufts of the flefh. They leave not all 
to follow Chrift : in fad, they leave little 
for the fake of following him. Each in- 
dividual reServes the indulgence of his 
favourite propensity. One is profane, 
another unchafte, a third envious, a fourth 
difhoneft, a fifth intemperate, a {ixth co- 
vetous. Some unite feveral of thefe ha- 
bits of wickednefs* In their domeftic rela- 

. tioais they are harfh, capricious, uninftruc- 
tivc; eager in every fcheme or purpofe 
connected with intereft, or with pleafiire; 
lukewarm or Indifferent in all the concerns 
of religion. Sin they reprefent as venial, 
becaufe natural ; or as of little moment, be- 
caufe God is merciful ; \>r as Sufficiently 
compenfated by Seme attendant good ac- 
tions or amiable qualities; or as certain* of 

. forgivenefs, if not extremely heinous, be* 
caufe Chrift has made an atonement. The 
comprehensive outlines of a general pi&ure 
cannot in every point follow the variety of 
individual countenances. But in prominent 
features all the individuals of the clafs in 
view juftify this reprefentation. Why is 
it that they juftify it ? Becaufe they believe 
not. Why is it that they do »ot believe ? 
D a Becaufe 
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Becaufe by carnal gratification their heart is 
waxed grofs; becaufe by wilful inattention 
their ears have become dull of hearing; be- 
caufe through averfion to the light their eyes 
they have clofed. They are habitually un- 
holy in their inclinations and purposes ; and 
therefore have no real faith. They are. the 
willing fervantsof fin; and therefore belong 
not to God. They are Chriftians only ki 
name; and therefore are not Chriftians. 
To which of the two clafTes does each of 

. us belong? This is a queftion to which our 
own bofoms, if we fairly examine them, 
will fcarcely fail to give a true reply. Let 
me feparately add'refs to peribns of each 
clafs fome few words of admonition. 

If on fearching your hearts, under a deep 
conviction of the frequency and the ex- 
treme danger of -felf- deception, you receive 
the anfwer of a good conscience towards 
God, witnefling the Sincerity of your faith ^ 
be filled with gratitude to the Author of 
every O ood gift, by whom it is given unto 
you, as unto the Philippians, .to believe on 

. Jtfus Chriji (d). Thanks be to God, ex- 
claimed St, Paul,yir his unjpeak#ble gift (e). 
Was this language merely the language of 

his lips ? It was the language of his adlions; 

» 

(/) Fhilipp. L 29. (e). z Cor. ix. 15. 

the 
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the language of his love, of his zeal, of his 
patient endurance, of his unceafing toil, 
of his multiplied fiifferings, of his trium- 
phant death. Conftrained by the love of 
Chrift, he lived unto Chrift. Live ye unto 
Chrift, who has died for you alfo. Give all 
diligence to make your calling and ele&ion 
fure. Refle& what* numbers have been 
found in all ages of the Chriftian church, 
who, after they had walked for a time in 
the ways of righteoufneis, have returned 
unto the world which they had abandoned, 
have become the (laves of fin which they 
had renounced, Demas, faith St. Paul, 
bath forfaken me, having loved this prefent 
world (f). That Demas, who, had been 
the companion of the Apoftle in his pilgrim- 
age and his miniftry, forfpok him. How 
many has the love of the world, the love of 
eafe, the love of gain, the love of power, 
the love of human praife, perfuaded, like 
Demas, to turn their backs upon Chrift \ 
Refleft on the peril attendant on every ftep, 
when, . ceafing to climb the path which 
points towards heaven, the unhappy vi&im 
of temptation turns down the fteep which 
leads to definition ! Refleft on the detri- 
ment to the general interefts of religion, 

(/) fc Txm. iv. 10. 

D 3 the 
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the fcandal to the Chriftian name, the dif- 
couragement of the pious, the exulting 
feoffs of the wicked, occafioned by the fall 
of thofe who have been confidered as eftab- 
lifhed examples of the faith ! Be not high- 
minded, but fear. Let him that thinfceth 
he ftandeth, take heed left he fall. Look 
back on the numberlefs inftances of tranf- 
greflion which your lives have exhibited 
fince you have profefled to be followers 
in earneft of Jefus Chrift. Look back on 
the inftances, equally furpaffing number, of 
wafted opportunities, of negle&ed duty* 
Call to mind your coldnefs in prayer, your 
languid application to religious ftqdy, your 
leaning to the world, your pronenefs to 
give way to enfnaring cuftoms, your un- 
chaftifed tempers, your fecret and befetting 
fins. Whatever may have been your Chrif- 
tian progrefs ; do you not even yet difco- 
yer within your heart fo much of the 
power of evil, that you have reafon daily 
to lhudder left you fhould be altogether 
overcome ? If you have hope that you are 
a iervant of Chrift;, rejoice in your hope: 
but rejoice with trembling. Diftruft your- 
felf : rely wholly upon God: pray without 
ceafing : be not weary of well-doing : and 
you fhall be ftrengthened and upheld by all- 

fufficient 
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fufficient grace. This is the viftory which 
wercometh the world, even your faith (g). 

If there are thole among you who prac- 
tically believe not ; let them mark the full 
enormity of their guilt. Wo unto thee, Cbo* 
razin, laid our Lord ; Wo unto thee Betbfaida! 
For if the mighty works which were done in 
you bad been, done in Tyre and Sidon, they 
would have repented long ago infackeloth and 
ajhes. I fay unto you r, itjhallbe more tolera- 
ble fir Tyre and Sidon at the day of Judge- 
ment than for you (b). In this denunciation 
of our blefled Saviour, read his warning to 
yourfelves. To you the things of eternal 
life, though you believe them not, have 
been fpoken. To you, though, you reje6l 
them, they have been unremittingly de- 
clared. To you, though you have clofe4 
your v eyes, they have been difplayed in the 
Scriptures, To you, though you have fhut 
your ears, they have been unceafingly 
proclaimed by the minifters of the Gofpel, 
To you God has offered the mercy, though 
you have thruft it away, of being con- 
verted ancj healed. How many unin- 
ftrufted Heathens, lying like Tyre and 
Sidon of old, in darknefs and the fhadow of 
death, would long ago have glorified Go4 

(£) 1 John, v. 4„ (b) Maitb. xi. 21, 22. 

P4 . by 
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by repentance in (ackcloth and afhes, if the 
light pf divine truth, which has been 
poured upon you in vain, had been vouch- 
safed unto them! How many idolaters would 
have broken, and burned their images; 
while you have cherilhed the idols of your 
heart ! How many lavages would have re- 
linquished their cruel and abominable prac-« 
tices; while you have ftrengthened your- 
felf in your wickednefs! How many wpuld 
have turned unto God, while you have 
difobeyed his call! How many would have 
|aid down their lives for the faith of Chrift; 
while you have crucified the Son of God 
^frefh, and trodden under foot, as an un- 
holy thing, the blood of the covenant where- 
with you were fan£iified! FJow many 
would have welcomed the regenerating in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghpft; while you, 
have hardened your hearts, and done de^ 
Jpite unto the Spirit of grace! They 
who have finned without the Gofpel 
fhall be judged without the Gofpel; they 
{hall be judged according to the difpenfa- s 
tionuncler which they werq placed. But if 
with underlhtndings convinced of the truth 
of Chriftianity, we remain adverfe in heart 
to its fandifying power; if with the un- 
clouded blaze of evangelical light before us 

we 
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we periift in the paths of darknefs ; there 
remaineth no more fifcrifice for fin ; but a 
certain fearful looking for of judgement 
and fiery indignation. Therefore ihall it 
be more tolerable, if you periift in refufing 
to believe and obey the things which have 
Ibeen fpoken; therefore (hall it be more 
folerable at the day of judgement for the 
idolatrous fleathen than for you. 



SERMON III, 

On Pronenefs to difparage Religious 
Chara&ers. 



Luke, yii. 31. 

And the Lord /aid-, W hereunto then Jhall I 
liken the Men of this Generation? 

TN the education of youth, parental wif- 
dbm and kindnefs difplay themfelves, not 
only by the aptnefs, but by the diveriity. of 
the means felefted for the accomplishment 
of the purpofe in view. It is not merely 
that the father places at diftin& periods 
before his child opportunities and fubje&s of 
inftru6Hon feverally fitted to the progref* 
five growth and cxpanfion of the mind. 
He ftudies the chara&er of his offspring, 
and labours to provide inftruftors fpecially 
fitted for the correftion of its defe&s. If 
the appointed preceptors have expended, 
and expended without adequate fruit, the 
exertion from which, in confequence of their 
talents and demeanour, a fuccefsful refult 

might 
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migfr* reafonably have been anticipated; 
the father looks around for others, if not 
more able than the former, yet fo far differ- 
ing from them in peculiarity of diipofitioa 
and deportment as to be better adapted to* 
make, under exifting circumftances, an 
ijnpreffion on the underftanding and the 
heart- If the floth and perverfenefs of the 
pupil obftinately refift, neither fubdued by 
principle, nor ihaken by argument, nor 
awed by ftriftnels, nor won by conciliation ; ' 
the ends of his education are defeated : but 
let him not charge his ruin on his parent. 

The Lord of earth and heaven permits 
men to call Him Father. H« deals ,with 
them as his children. In the fucceflive 
difpeniations by which he revealed himfelf 
to Adam, to Noah, to Abraham, to the 
people of Ifrael, he adapted his communi- 
cations to the a6hial ftate of the human race. 
In his fuperin tending intercourfe with the 
twelve rebellious tribes, we behold him 
fending forth meflengers diftinguilhed from 
each other, and recommended to the peo- 
ple, by every leading variety of qualification 
fttited to command or to allure attention. 
The fublimity of Ifaiah, the fimplicity of 
Haggai, the vehemence of Ezekiel, the 
bathos of Jeremiah, the fententious abrupt- 

nefs 
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nefs of Hofea, the allegorical imagery of. 
Joel, are equally employed to convey the 
voipe of the Moft High, to awaken the 
cpnfcience of regardleis and ^poftate man* 
ffear, O Heavens! Give ear, O Earth! 
What could have been done more to my vine* 
yard that I. have not done in it ? 

In an earlier part of the chapter to which 
the text has guided our thoughts, our Sa- 
viour had enlarged in the higheft terms of 
commendation concerning the chara&er of 
John the Baptift : and at the fame time had 
reminded the Jews, that the -moft fignal of 
the marks of honour by which John had 
been diftinguifhed from above was his com- 
rpiflion to prepare the way of the Mefliah, 
His difcourfe he concluded with the follow-? ; 
ing expoftulation. 

Whereunto then Jhall I liken the men of 
this generation ? And to what are they like? 
They are like unto children fitting in the 
nfarket-place, and calling one to another ', and 
faying ; We have piped unto you, and ye have 
not danced: we have motfrned unto you, and 
ye have not wept. For John the Baptift 
came neither eating bread t nor drinking 
wine: and ye fay y " He hath a Devil"' 
The Son of man is come eating and drinking*, 
and ye fay % t$ Behold a gluttonous may. tynd a 

* it)iriebibber % 
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r 4t i/oinebibber, a friend of publicans and 
" fnnersy But wifdom is jujiified of all her 

- children. * 

I defign, in the firft place, to explain this 
paffage, and afterwards to apply it to our 
own improvement, 

I. Whereunto /ball I liken the meh of this 
generation? And to what are they like? 
It was the cuftom of our Lord to exem- 
plify his meaning, and to render his inftruc- 
tions impreffive, by pertinent and familiar 
companions. He now reprefented himfelf 
as in purfuit of a (imilitude proper to illus- 
trate the conduft of the Jews, Imme- 
diately he produces an ex&& refemblance. 
The men of this generation are like unto chil- 
dren fitting in the market-place, and calling 
one to the other, and faying ; We have piped 
unto you, and ye b&ve not danced: we have 
mourned to you, and ye have not wept. As 
• though he had faid : " Have you never ob- 
44 ferved in the ftreets diflatisfied and obfti- 
" nate children fetting themfelves againft 
44 the idea of being pleafcd by their 
44 playmates, and turning their backs on 
4 « every fport propofed to them ? When 
44 their companions offered fbme mirthful 
44 amufement; have you not fcen the 

44 others 
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44 pthers fullenly refuting to join ip it ? 
44 And when to engage their fancies and 
44 meet their humours, the fi&itious repre- 
44 fentgtion of fomc forrowful circumftance 
44 was begun; have you not marked the un- 
44 conquerable perverfenefs with which they 
u withheld their attention ? Now behold 
44 their* counterpart. Thus. difTatisfied,, thus 
44 obftinate, thus unconquerably perverfe, 
44 have you proved yourielves in your pro- 
44 ceedings with refpeft to John the Baptift 
44 and myfelf. God, folicitous that you 
44 fhould be converted and live, has preffed 
44 upon your acceptance the only method of 
44 falvation, falvation through my blood, the 
44 blood of the Lamb of God which taketh 
44 away the (ins of the world, by two ineG- 
44 fengers, widely differing each from the 
44 other in appearance and in habits of life. 
44 John the Baptift came neither eating iread, 
" nor drinking wine. He came not in fbft 
44 clothing, and living delicately. He dif- 
44 claimed not merely regal manfions, but 
44 the cuftomary abodes of men* His rai* 
44 ment was fackcloth, of camels* hair : his 
44 meat locufts and wild honey : from his 
44 birth he tafted not wine nor ftrong drink* 
44 His dwelling was in the wildernefs ; arid 
44 in the wildernefs he fhewed himfelf to 

"Ifrael 
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u Ifrael under the auftere femblance of 
44 Elijah. How were you impreffed by his 
44 lolemn demeanour, his abftra&ion jfrom 
44 the world, his unbending felf-denial ? Un- 
44 der all thefe chara&erifhc marks did you 
44 acknowledge the preacher of Repentance? 
44 Tefaid, He bath a Devil. You exclaim- 
44 ed, He is mad: he renounces the com- 
44 mon comforts of life : he is a morofe and 
44 fuperftitious fanatic. He is under the de- v 
44 luding power of an evil fpirit. Let him 
44 preach to the defert : regard him not. 
44 Then came the Son of Man eating and 
44 drinking. Then began I my miniftry 
44 among you : then proclaimed I grace 
44 and life eternal. As the meflenger arid 
44 the author of peace and joy and endur- 
44 ing happinefs, 1 have fhunned all tokens 
44 of aufterity. I have adopted no pecu- 
44 liarity of apparel. I have frequented 
44 your cities. I have not refufed invita* 
44 tions to your houfes. I have gratefully 
44 accepted and temperately ufed the ordi- 
44 nary gifts of God. I have ftudied not 
to fliock your prejudices by unneceflary 
rigour. I have endeavoured that my 
44 private deportment as well as my public 
44 preaching fhould conciliate you to faith 
44 and holinefs. What has been the confe- 

44 quence ? 
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44 quence ? How have you received me \ 
Behold a gluttonous rrtafi and a winebibber) 
a friend of -publicans and Jinnets. Thofe 
very circumftances in my donduft which 
44 were calculated for the purpqfe of win* 
44 ning your regard, and diffufing inftruc* 
44 tion with greater efficacy, you have 
44 twifted into pretexts for calumny, and 
" urge as reafons for denying me to be the 
44 Mefliah. This Jefus of Nazareth, you 
44 exclaim, maintains not that ftri&nefs of 
44 manners, that levere landhty of condu&, 
" which become a prophet, and are indif- 
44 peniable in one who announces himielf 
44 as more than a prophet. He is a fre- 
44 quenter of feafts, and from motives, we 
" doubt not, of fenfuality. The man 13 
44 a (inner, and a companion of finners; an 
44 aflbciate evenof the unhallowed publicans, 
" whom every Ifraelite of common piety 
* 44 abhors, whom the Son of God would in- 
44 ftantaneoufly drive from his prefeuice. 
€C Thus ye revile and rejeft my forerunner 
44 and myfelf. From oppofite proceedings 
" you equally deduce pretences for (lander, 
" and excufes for hardnefs of heart. No 
44 meflenger can be acceptable' to thofe, who 
44 are determined to (hut their ears to the 
44 meflage. No preacher can render reli- 

44 gion 
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gion pleafing to men who wilfully aban- 
44 don themfelves to the power of fin. But 
44 does your refufal to hearken and obey 
44 (hake the truth of our doctrines and de- 
€i nunciations ? What if you do not be* 
44 lieve? Shall your unbelief make the faith 
44 of God of none efFeft? No. Wifdom 
u is juJHfied of her children. They who 
44 labour to prepare their hearts for the re- 
44 ception of religion, (hall glorify religion. 
44 Salvation through a crucified Redeemer, 
44 which to your pride is a (tumbling block, 
44 and to the pride of others (hall appear 
44 fooliflmefs ; fliall be welcomed by the 
44 humble and contrite as the power of God 
44 and the wifdom of God. They who 
44 are willing to hearken with the teachable 
44 (pirit of children to the inftruftion of 
44 heavenly wifdom, and with the affec- 
44 tionate earneftnefs of children (hall con- 
44 form their ways to her commands ; they 
44 fliall adore the length and breadth and 
44 depth and height of theunfearchable riches 
44 of Chrift : they (hall juftify the ways of 
44 their heavenly Father, who, while he 
44 hideth his counfels from thofe who in 
44 their own fight are wife and prudent, 
" revealeth them unto babes." 

Vol. II. E II. How 
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- IF. How (hall we apply to our edifi- 
cation the leflbns which this portion of 
Holy Scripture conveys ? 

Firft: Let us confider it as a very unfa- 
vourable fymptom of the ftareof our hearts, 
if 'we difcoVer in ourfeives a ^ropeWity td 
cavil fit refegion ; and to impute blame Xi> 
thofe per&ns, whether minifters of the Gos- 
pel, or individuals among the Jaity, who by 
holinefs of life and conversion, con^icu- 
oufly demfonftrate the power of faith. 

Siftce the day wheftChriftianhy was pro- 
mulgated, to raife falfe accufatiOns againft 
the fervants of God has been a diftinguifli- 
ing feature in the conduft of the wicked. 
Some of the calumnies difleminated by the 
Jews againft John the Baptift and againft 
our Lord have recently been produced. 
Prom other paflages in the Goipels we learn 
that the enemies of Chrift feifced every fpe- 
cious occafion of loading him with oppro- 
brious names and imputations ; of repre- 
lenting him as an impoftor, as a mover of 
fedition, as a coo fpirator againft Caefar, as 
a deipifer of the Sabbath, as a blafphertier 
of the temple, as a confederate with Beel- 
zebub. Spontaneoufly vanquifhed for a 
feafon by lies and the father of lies, Jefus 
Chrift gives up the ghofh Malignity pur- 
7 fues 
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foes his Apoftles. Has lhe changed her 
weapons ? Hear St. Stephen charged with 
fpeaking blafphemous words againft Mofes 
and againft God. Hear Paul and Silas ac- 
cufcd at Thyatira, as exceedingly troubling 
the city, and teaching unlawful cuftoms. 
When they had efcaped to Theffalonica, 
hear them again accufed as men who had 
turned the world upfide down. 'Behold 
St. Paul dragged before the judgement feat 
of the Governor of Corinth, on pretence 
that he perfuades men to worlhip God 
in a manner contrary to the law. Be- 
hold him afterwards profecuted before 
Felix as a peftilent fellow, and a mover of 
(edition throughout all the world. Exar 
mine his epiftles. Do not you read many 
incidental proofs, that the preachers and 
followers of Chrift had inceflantly to con- 
tend with malicious falfehood ? Obferve 
him in one paflage defending himfelf and 
his brethren againft the flanderous imputa- 
tion of holding the abominable maxim, that 
it is lawful to do evil that good may come. 
Mark him in othfers defcribing them as de- 
famed, as labouring under diflbonour and 
evil report, as accounted deceivers* as made 
z gazing-ftock by reproaches, as reproached 
for the fake of Chrift. - Our Saviour had 
E % fore- 
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forewarned his diiciples, that men ^loulcf 
fahely (peak all manner of evil concerning 
them for his fake. Contemplate the punc- 
tual accomplilhment of the prophecy. The 
anxiety with which St. Paul and St. Peter 
admonilh and enjoin their hearers to pro- 
vide things honeft in the light of all men; 
to walk honeftly in wilHom toward them 
that are without, towards the unbeliev- 
ing Jews as well as Gentiles; to put 
to filence by well-doing, the ignorance, 
of foolifh men; to fhew themfelves pat- 
terns of good works, that he that is of the 
contrary part may be alhamed, having no, 
evil thing to lay of them ; to maintain a 
good conlcience, that whereas their enemies, 
jpeak evil of them as of evil doers, all may 
be afliamed who falfely accufe their good 
converlation in Chrift — Do not thefe ear- 
neft, thefe reiterated admonitions and in- 
jun6tions exempt the Apoftles from all fuC- 
picion of wilfully provoking the tongue of 
calumny ? Do not they evince decided fo- 
licitude, by patience and meeknefs, and the 
light of an irreproachable life, to guard 
Chriftianity from obloquy, and by the ma- 
nifeftation of the fruits of the Spirit to lead 
men to glorify their Father who is in 
heaven through faith in the Lord Jefus i 
% ' Peruie 
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Pcrufe the records of the early ages of the 
Church. You difcover that there is fcarcely 
any crime, however enormous, however 
improbable, with which the Chriftians are 
not charged by their enemies. Purfiic the 
enquiry lower. You difcern, whenever any 
ChriiKans have distinguished themfelves by 
apportion to prevailing corruptions, and by 
earneftnefs in genuine religion, an unde- 
niable propenfity in others to blacken their 
charadters by miireprefentation and re- 
proach. Now what has been the main 
iburce of that hatred to Chrift and his fol- 
lowers, which has never ceafed to vent it- 
felf, among other methods, in {lander? 
Hatred to the do&rine of Chrift : hatred to 
that felf-abafement which it inculcates: 
hatred to that holinefs which it exa&s. 
They who have refolved to love darknefs 
rather than light hate him who molefts them 
in their darknefs, becaufe they abominate 
the light by which their deeds would be 
reproved. They who fupinely {lumber on 
the couch of fecurity endure not the man 
who difturbs their repofe, and torments 
them with warnings of the neceffity of that 
exertion which they abhor. They who 
have flieathed themfelves in felf-righteouA 
aefs dcteft the man who ftrips them of the 
£ 3 armour 
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armour wherein they truft, and fhames 
them with the humiliating coriyidiion of 
their nakedneft. Heace alfo it is that the 
determined votaries of iniquity calumniate 
not only the fervantsof religion, but' reli- 
gion itfelf. Sometimes, like the Jews, who 
through averfion to the dodtrine of John 
the Baptift denominated him a morofe fa- 
natic,' they defcribe the reftraints which 
Chriftianity impofes on the evil inclinations 
of men as a yoke of intolerable bondage. 
They declaim againft the Gofpel as afyftem 
of hardship and rigour; as making no allow- 
ance for human infirmities ; as prohibiting 
the indulgence of innocent defires, and the 
enjoyment of the eale and conizations of 
focial life. If they are not thus open in 
their cenfures, they betray their fecret 
thoughts by invefitives, againft every one 
who delineates the corruption of human 
nature, the guilt and confequences of fin, - 
and the import and extent of human duty, 
faithfully and zealoufly according to the 
Scriptures : and by their own reprefenta- 
tions of religion as neither unfolding thofe 
views of the depravity and helplefeneis of 
man, nor urging thofe demands of conftant 
watch fulnefs and ftedfaft purity, which the 
perfons whom they deride as righteous 

overmuch 
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overmuch difcover in every page of the 
Word of God. At other times, as the ene- 
mies of Chrift reviled him as addi&ed to 
finful indulgences, they mifreprefent fome 
of the leading do£lrines of the Gofpel as 
virtually affording encouragement to immo- 
rality : and with Angular eagernefs fet them- 
felves in array againft the fundamental 
principle of redemption, that man is to be 
juftified in no refpe& or degree hy works of 
his own, but entirely by faith in Chrift, as 
though it rendered good wqrfcs unnecef- 
fary, and fubverted and fwept away the 
ground-work of holinefs. It is thus that, 
by multifarious and contradidtory (landers, 
wicked men labour to render true religion 
abiurd, contemptible, and odious, in order 
to provide an apology for their own difobe- 
dience and unbelief If you difcovjer in 
your own bofojn thofe difpofitions, which 
you perceive to have always prevailed in 
the breafts of the wicked; are you not con- * 
ftrained to infer that your mind exhibits a 
fubftantial refemblance to theirs ? If you 
difcern a lurking inclination to be diflatis- 
fied with the do&rines and precepts of 
the Bible; if you detect a fecret pleafure 
in raifing or hearing obje6Hons againft 
parts of the Scriptures; if you perceive 
E 4 yourfelf 
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yourfelf gladly {hatching at pretexts for 
depreciating the principles and cenfiiring 
the condudl of religious men ; is it not evi- 
dent that you have not a warm and cordial 
love for religion ? Your heart is not right 
with God. Delude not yourfelves by whif- 
pering to your confciences that, although 
you muft admit the truth and the relevancy 
of the preceding obfervations, you occa- 
sionally make refpe&ful mention of reli- 
gion, and pay a decent regard to her ordi- 
nances and to many of her injundtions. 
The Scribes and Pharifees talked, according 
to their own views of the fubjeft, largely 
of religion; and in fome points were punc- 
tilious obfervers of the law. But you know 
that their religion was not the religion of 
the Scriptures. You know that in body 
and foul they were devoted to wickednefs. 
See that your religion be the religion of 
Chrift Jefus. See that you love that reli- 
gion. If you do not feel pain when it is 
contemptuoufly treated, if you are not 
grieved when its followers are calumniated: 
in the bottom of your heart you love it 
not. 

Secondly: If, through the influence of 
divine grace, you have been brought to 
the love of religion, wonder not, nor be 

difcouraged, 
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difcouraged, when you hear the truths of 
the Go(pel flandered, or yourfelf made the 
theme of evil-fpeaking for their fake. Thus 
it always has been ; and thus, until Chrik 
tianity (hall have eftablifhed a more general 
dominion over the hearts of thofe who 
avow thfemfelves her fubje&s, it always 
will be. Evil men, whether regarding the 
man of piety as a fool and a fanatic ; or 
confcious that he is a far more religious 
charafter than themfelves, and feeling his 
fuperiority as a reproach ; will affuredly be 
on the watch to contrive opportunities of 
degrading him in public efteem, of fixing 
fome name of obloquy upon him, and of 
difparaging thofe views of religion which 
have conduced him to excellence in holi- 
nefs. If you are a zealous fervant of God, 
prepare to behold many of your pureft in- 
tentions mifconftrued; prepare to hear 
yourfelf reproved and vilified for a&ions, 
which, according to a more equitable in- 
terpretation, might have been deemed wor- 
thy of praife. Prepare yourfelf to hear 
.principles afcribed to you the reverfe of 
thofe which you hold, the reverfe of thole 
which you publicly maintain. Prepare to 
hear epithets and appellations borrowed 
from obnoxious fedfcs; fefts, it may be, 

from 
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from whofe errors you may have been the 
inftrumcnt in the hand of God of refcuing 
or guarding weaker brethren ; prepare to 
hear them borrowed for the purpoie of fix- 
ing the odium of thofe errors upon your- 
felf. What is the leflbn which this expec- 
tation fhould teach you? It fhould teach you 
how great is the folly of folicitude for the 
applaufe of men* When you deferve blame, 
encomiums may he poured out upon you ; 
when you have the faireft claim to appro- 
bation, you may be repelled with cenfure 
and contempt. 

But let the fcrvant of Chrift not only be 
indifferent as to general applaufe. Let 
him be jealous over himfelf, if it fhould 
fall to his lot. Wo unto you, {aid our Lord 
to his difciples, when all men /peak well 
$f you: for Jo did their fathers unto the falfe 
prophets*. If you are thus praifed by the 
world; examine yoprfelf* Is it not be- 
caufe you are conformed to the evil prinr 
liples and practices of the world? Is it not 
becaufe you live to the world, not unto 
Chrift? The world will love it$own. Men 
will praife thee, faith David, when .thou dojl 
well to thyfelf \ . If you are fiiccefsful in 
your worldly plans ; if yau give the reins 

* Luke, vi. 26. f Pfcl«i dw. 18. 

to 
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to vanity and plcafu re; if you devote your 
riches to fplendid and luxurious enjoyment; 
then it is that the world will flatter you 
and proclaim you happy. Live to the 
world, and the world will applaud you. 
Live to Chrift, and an evil world will not 
fail to revile and condemn you. How 
righteous, how rational, is the judgement of 
Holy Writ ! How equitable is the condem- 
nation which the Scriptures pronounce 
againft thofe who love the praife of men 
more than the praife of God ! 

Be ye, my brethren, fervants of the Moft 
High. Seek His favour. Give no real 
occafion to others to fpeak evil of you* 
Abftain even from the appearance of evil. 
There let anxiety ceafe. Be not uneafy as 
to the opinions of men. Be not depreffed 
by the lofs of human approbation. Be not 
elated nor enfnared by.pofleffing it. Let it 
be your main folicitude to be found among 
thofe wbofe praife is not of men but of God. 
Chrift is not like the world, an undifcerning, 
a capricious, an unjuft, a forgetful mafter. 
The Lord will come, who will both bring 
to light the hidden things of darknefs, and will 
make manifejl the counfels of the heart: and 
thenjhall every man, every true Chriftian, 

have 
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have praife of God*. That praife is praifc 
indeed. That praife endureth for ever. 

Thirdly: Juftify wifdom, juftify true 
religion, by manifeftirig yourfelves to be 
her children. Draw not from the preceding 
observations a conclufion which they do not 
warrant. If you are cenfared by the world 
on account of your opinions, or your con- 
du6i, refpe&ing religion; imagine not that 
the cenfure is a proof that you are religious. 
The cenfure of the world though often mis- 
placed, is not always mifplaced. If you are 
tharged with having judged erroneoufly, it 
may be that you have judged erroneoufly. If 
you are accufed of having afted amifs ; you 
may have a&ed amifs. If enthufiafm or 
ianaticifm be imputed to you ; perhaps you 
more or lefs deferve the imputation. Let 
the cenfure and the praife of others equally 
fend you to your Bible. Search the word 
X)f truth. Compare your religious opinions, 
your religious pra&ice, with the do6!rines 
and commandments of your Lord. Confult 
him, in his revealed word, with an humble, 
and teachable heart, as a child liftens to its 
inftrudtor. It was in vain that John the 
Baptift preached to the Icornful and hard- 
ened Pharifees; that generation of vipers* 

* Rom. ii. 29. i Cor. iv. 5. 
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who, though defirous to efcape the wrath 
to come, would not abandon their fins, and 
bring forth fruits meet for repentance. It 
was in vain that Jefus Chrift addreffed him- 
felf to that felf-righteous race, who trufted 
in their own imaginary merits, and defpifed 
the offered atonement of a Saviour. My 
Jon, if thou wilt incline thine ear unto wifdom, 
and apply thine heart to under/landing: if 
thou feekeft her as Jiher y and fearchefl for her 
as for hid treqfures: then Jbalt thou under- 
Jland the fear of the Lord, arid find the know- 
ledge of God. For the Lord giveth wifdom: 
out of his mouth comet b knowledge and under - 
/landing*. When with reverence and fub- 
miflion you have liftened to the words of 
wifdom, recorded from his mouth in the 
Gofpel, ftrive,. through the influence of his 
Holy Spirit, to obey them as an afFe&ionate 
child obeys its parent. Let your faith prove 
itfelf by its fruits. At the fame time that 
you are found in do&rine, be a pattern of 
evQry good work. So (hall you be the 
children of wifdom: fo (hall you juftify 
wifdom. So (hall you evince that Chrift 
. Jefus is made unto you t wifdom, and righte- 
oufnefs, and fan&ification, and redemption. 
Sq (hall you glorify God in the way of fal- 

• Pror. ii. x— 6. 

vafion. 
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vation. So (hall you recommend the way 
of falvation to mankind. 

If you thus juftify wifclom, behold thfe 
hour approaches, when before the affem- 
bled world wifdom (hail juftify you. Fear 
him who can caft both body and foul into 
hell. But fear ye not the reproach of men : 
neither be ye afraid of their revilings. 
Behold the hour cometh, when Chrift fliall 
render to every man according to his deeds. 
Tien /ha/I the righteous man jiand in great 
ioldnefs before the face offuch as have affli&ed 
him^ and made no account of his labours. When 
they fee it, they Jhati be troubled with terribk 
fear: andjhall be amazed at the jirangenefi 
qf his falvation, fo far beyond all that they 
looked for. And t hey ^ repenting^ and groaning 
for anguijh pfjpirit^ Jhall fay ivithin them*- 
Jelves; " This was he whom we -had fometime 
" in derifton, and a proverb of reproach. We 
i* fools accounted his life madnefs; and his end 
* 4 to be without honour. How is he numbered 
" with the children of God: and his lot is 

among the faints * / " 

* Wifdom, v. 1—5. 
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SERMON IV. 



On coming unto Jesus. Chkist for life. 



John, v. 40. 

Ye "will not come unto me 7 that ye might 
Jbave life. 

OUPPOSE a kgiflator, anxious to deter 
his fubje6ts from the commiffion of a 
particular crime, were to annex to it, as a 
penal confequence, the total confiscation of 
property. Suppofe an individual, forfr- 
warned of the impending efFefts of difbbe- 
dience, wilfully to commit the crime.. 
Confifcation enfues. The inheritance de- 
igned for his children is intercepted. 
Suppofe the children arrived at manhood, 
•and treading in the fteps of their father. 
Suppofe them habitually trampling upon 
ftatutes, which they feel themfelves bound 
by ties 1of duty to obey; and manifesting 
by efforts of impotent treafon inherent 

malevolence 



64 On coming unto Jefus Chrijtfor Life. 

malevolence againft the legiflator. Sup* 
pofe that legiflator, however rigorous in 
juftice, equally abundant in mercy : how- 
ever refolute to maintain the honour of his 
law, equally fblicitous to remove every 
impediment to the exercife of overflowing 
kindnefs towards tranfgreflbrs. Suppofe 
him, however arduous the talk, to have 
devifed a method, by which, without en- 
croachment on the principles of re&itude, 
without depreciation of his authority, with-* 
out encouragement to offences, the forfeited 
inheritance may be reftored ; every accef- 
fion of punifhment which has been incur- 
red be averted; and new poffeflions, far 
furpafling the patrimony which by guilt 
was loft, be fuperadded. Suppofe the at- * 
tainment of thefe bleflings, the gifts of free 
mercy, ,to be effectually placed on equitable 
and eafy conditions within the reach of the 
offenders. What if you were to hear that 
the bleflings are defpifed; that the offer is 
rejected? Should you credit the intelli- 
gence ? Should you conceive that the an- 
nals of the world could furnifh many ex- 
amples of fimilar infanity ? Should you 
apprehend that in. the moft enlightened 
regions fimilar inlanity is frequent at this 
hour ? Should you believe that it is but 

needful 
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needful to caft your eyes round the circle 
in which you move, to witnefs many a 
correfponding fpe&acle of frenzy ? Should 
you believe that at this hour there may be 
exhibited a kindred Ipedlacle of frenzy by 
yourfelf? 

Our Saviour, as we learn from the for- 
mer paft of the Chapter before us, had 
given extreme offence to the Jews by ex- 
preflions which they juftly underftood as 
a diftinft affirmation of his divinity. He 
proceeded therefore to declare to them 
the glorious and pre-eminent power, with 
which he was, in his human nature, en- 
trusted by his Father. One branch of this 
power was to raife all mankind from the 
grave* As the Father raifetb up the dead, 
and quickenetb themi even Jo the Son quick- 
enetb whom be will. Another was to judge 
the world. The Father judgetb no man, 
but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: 
that all men may honour the Son even . as they 
honour the Father. To thefe declarations our 
Lord, after fome collateral and explanatory 
difcuffion, fubjoined the emphatical words 
of the text ; Te will not come unto me % that ye 
might have life. In thefe words three fa6ts 
were implied. Firft : That the Jews were 
not at that time poffeffed of life; nor capable 

Vol. II, F of 
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of attaining it by their own exertions. 
They were in a ftate of death. They 
were in a {fete of condemnation as finnerSc 
Eternal deftru&on hung over their heads ; 
and from tl^at deftru&ion they were of 
themfelves unable to deliver their {puis. 
Secondly: A method of obtaining life was 
provided and made known unto them; 
naspefy, to come unto Chrift. God had 
openly fet forth h£s Son, from eternity a 
partaker of the Godhead, to be a propria* 
tipn for the fins of mankind ; to pnr^hafe 
ialvation by his blood ; to reveal to t^eti the 
path of righjteoufnefsi an4 to enable them 
to purfue it. Thirdly : The Jews had the 
power of cpnping unto Chrift* and of thns 
obtaining life.. Oft another occafion, o^r 
Lord affirmed, as an univerfal tntfh ; No> 
man can come unto me, except tie Father, 
which batbjent me^ droit} him by the puri- 
fying influence o£ the Holy Spirit on the 
heart. But the terms in which he addrefied 
the multitude, * 4 Xe will not come unto 
me*" prove, that to them* as hqjCq all to 
whom th$ Qofyel was preached* &e reqw~ 
fite affiftance was vouchsafed from above; 
and that their refufaj to feek falyation 
through Him was their own voluntary deed. 
Do you conceive that thefe momentous 

truths 



On coming unto J ejus Chrift for Life. 6j 

truths have no other reference than to the 
Jews ? They relate to all men. All men 
equally with the Jews have inherited from 
the common anceftor of all the fame cor- 
rupt nature. All men, like the Jews, have 
incurred the wrath of God, and plunged 
themfelves into a ftate of death and con- 
demnation, by breaking his Law: and are 
equally incapable of fatisfying his juftice, 
and delivering themfelves frompunifhment, 
by any ftrength or wifdom of their own. 
To all men, as unto the Jews, life, an eter- 
nal life of happinefs, is offered. To all 
men Jefos Chrift is propofed as the Author 
and only Giver of Salvation. To all men 
grace is extended from above, to render 
them* capable of coming unto Chrift effec- 
tually for pardon, for bleffednefs everlafting. 
On all men power and affiftance fufficient 
progreflively to incline and enable them, if 
they refift not the Holy Spirit, to come unto 
Chrift and attain falvation, are mercifully 
beftowed* And every man, who perifhes in 
confequence of not coming unto Chrift, 
perifhes becaufe, though in every refpeft 
enabled to come, he will not come unto the 
appointed Saviour that he might have life. 
Perhaps, however, you may be difpofed 
to conclude that you have already obeyed 
F 2 the 
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the command of coming unto the Lord 
Jefos. May God grant that you may be 
warranted in that conclufion ! But on what 
grounds have you formed it ? Do you con- 
clude that you have come unto Chrift, 
becaufe you were born in a Chriftian coun- 
try; were baptifed into the Chriftian 
Church ; have been accuftomed to attend 
Chriftian worfhip, and to profefs yourfelves* 
Chriftians ? All thefe ft'eps may have beea 
taken, and you may ftill be in a ftate of 
death. Were not the Jews outwardly 
members of the true church of God hi 
their day ? Had hot they been received into 
that church, according to the ordinance of 
God, in their infancy ? Had not they been 
trained up in attendance on the Synagogue 
and the Temple? Were not they zealous 
for the forms of their religion, and eager 
to profefs themfelves the people of God ? 
Yet how does our Savio.ur addrefs them I 
As men under the fentcnce of condemn* 
ation. My brethren, to be a real Chriftian 
is not. to be a Chriftian in name and pro- 
feflion; but to be in heart and conduft, as 
becometh the do&rine of Chrift. And no 
man is in he^rt and conduft a true dilciple 
of our Lord, who has not come. unto Him 



that he might have life* 



That 
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That you may be affifted in judging, 
every one for himfelf, whether you have 
come unto Chrift that ye might have life; 
or whether, like the Jews, you have 
hitherto refufed to liften to his call; I pro- 
pofe, in the firft place, to fet before you 
fome of the circumftances which hinder 
men from coming unto Chrift: then to 
explain the manner, in which you are to 
come unto him effeftually for falvation : and 
afterwards to make a fhort and pra&ical 
application of the (ubje6h 

I. Among the circumftances by which 
individuals are reftrained from having 
recourfe to Jefus Chrift for life eternal, 
the moft obvious is difbelief of the truth of 
his divine miffion ; or fcepticifm fb great as 
pra&ically to be followed by effefts the fame 
with thofe of pofitive unbelief. " And 
* fhall a man," we are aflced, " be con- 
*' demned, becaufe he applies not for falva- 
u tion to a perlbn whom he believes that 
'" God has not commiffioned to be a 
" Saviour? 1 * No. But he may be con- 
demned for not believing that God has 
commiffioned that perfon to be a Saviour. 
Here new outcries againft uncharitablenefs 
juid bigotry are raifed. " Shall a man be 
F 3 " con- 
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44 condemned, becaufe an impreflion of a 
44 certain kind is not wrought upon his 
44 underftanding: becaufe the evidence 
44 adduced in iupport of an afferted fa£t 
^ proves inefficient to convince his judge*, 
44 ment?" Yes: if it be through his own 
culpability that his underftanding is fteeled 
againft the impreflion, his judgement biafled 
againft the evidence, Suppofe that man 
Handing to receive his final doom, and thus 
addreffed from the throne.— 44 Thou wert 
44 endowed, while on earth, with faculties 
44 adequate to the examination of the evi- 
44 dences of Chriftianity. Thou wert fta- 
44 tione3, not in a region ftill overipread 
44 with the corruptions of darkened ages; 
44 but in a land where in Simplicity and 
44 truth the pure do&rines of the Gofpel 
44 were difplayed: not in a region where 
44 the oracles of God were fealed up in an 
44 unknown tongue; where ignorance for- 
44 rounded the enquirer; where perfecution 
" cut off the faithful worshipper ; but in a 
44 land of light and knowledge, a land of 
44 civil and religious freedom. My word 
44 was unfolded before thee, My temples 
44 were opened to thee, My Minifters, 
44 warned and invited thee, My Spirit 
* 4 attracted i)nd influenced thee, in vain, 

44 The 
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44 The ftpfeme importance of Eternity thou 
44 douldft hbt but perceive* Bdeaufe puf- 
44 fed up with folly, Which than ealkdft 
44 Philoibphy; immerfed iji defilement*, 
44 which thou wert refoltitfc not to abandori ; 
44 or living only to cares and trrftes cctafefe- 
44 edly pertaining but to thy mortal exift- 
44 ence l thotl blindedft thy mind, pervert- 
44 cdft thy heart, reftifedft to fettqmre, to 
44 liften, to obey : deft thon hdp£ to efcape 
44 My promulgated fentenee* directed to 
44 men fo endowed, fo ftacioned, fo warned, 
44 fo invited, fo attracted and influenced, as 
44 thou Wert; He that behevetb not, Jhatt be 
44 damned (d)f " What could Preemption 
reply? What could Charity fuggeft ? 

The Pharifees difdained to apply to our 
Lord for pardon and justification, becaule 
fhey were felf-righteous. They boafted 
that they had icrupulouily obferved the 
commandments of God. They valued 
themfelves on their ideal merits. They 
fuppofed themfelves to be whole ; and con- 
iequently to have no need of a phyfician. 
They perceived not that they were fick 
unto death; that their heart was full of 
corruption ; that they were proud, worldly- 
minded, envious, impure* in every re(pe& 

(a) Mark, xvL 16. 

F 4 unholy* 
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1 unholy. Numbers who denominate them- 
felves Chriftians, in principle refemble the 
contemptuous Pharifqe. They cherifli high 
opinions of themfelves. They humble not 
their fouls before God. Outwardly decent 
in their conduft, and not inattentive to the 
externals of religion; they prefume that 
they are fubftantially righteous, and perhaps 
defpife others. Their hearts, in the mean 
time, are fet upon their idols;, upon wealth, 
or power, or confequence, or pleafure, or 
praife. Of the depravity of human nature, 
of the heinous guilt of fin as an offence 
againft God, of the need in which they 
ftand of a Saviour who can beftow upon 
them forgivenefs and fanfiification; they 
have a very inadequate and feeble concep- 
tion. Their love of Chrift is cold ; their 
gratitude to him languid. With their lips 
they acknowledge that through him alone 
they expeft falvation. But fo far are they 
from difcerning that their falvation, if they 
are faved, will be wholly owing to his grace; 
and that their own beft works, when tried 
by the pure and fpiritual Law of God, will 
be found defe&ive and finful: that they 
look for an inheritance in heaven chiefly 
through the aflumed merit of their own 
works; and deem themfelves dependent 

upon 
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upon a Saviour only for a little afliftance to 
•make up for their imperfe&ions. 

Others are prevented from throwing 
themfelves at the foot of the crofs by the 
cares of the world. Religion feldom enters 
into their thoughts ; and, when it crofles 
their minds, is fpeedily expelled by bufinefs. 
They are inceflantly employed in the im- 
provement of their land; or in the conduft 
of their merchandife; or in the fuperinten- 
dejice of their manufactories ; Qr }n the 
management of their (hops; or in the con- 
cerns of fome lucrative profeflion. Morning 
finds them eager to begin their daily occu- 
pation. Evening difiniffes them weary 
with the labour and buftle of to-day, and 
meditating on plans of fimilar employment 
for to-morrow. Year after year rolls on, 
and beholds them in the fame track. If you 
mention religion to them, they reply with 
impatipnee that they have no time for t it; 
that every hour has its engagement; that 
they muft provide for their families ; that 
they muft adhere clofely to their bufinefs* 
They remark farther, that induftry is 
commanded in the New Teftament: that 
honefty is one of the principal virtues: that 
they are induftrious and honeft: that, as to 
public worship, they attend their church 

once 
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once on the Sabbath, when they have op- 
portunity: that far books and ftudy they 
have no leifure ; and that, when they can 
contrive to fecure an interval from the 
hurry and toil erf bufinefs, they have a right 
to unbend and enjoy therafelves, and are 
not to be called to account for indulging in 
a little pleasure. 

Others come not unto Chrift that they 
might have life, becauie they are fyfk bound 
in the chains of criminal pra&ice» They 
are gluttonous, or drunkards, or unchafte, 
or profane, or fraudulent, or rapacious* 
Their underftandings are blinded, their 
hearts are hardened, by the deceitfulnefs of 
Sin* Tbey mind the things of the fiejhz 
therefore they come not unto Chrift. For 
the carnal mind is enmity <witb God. They 
defpife or deride the method of fklvation 
revealed in the Scriptures. For the natural 
man receheth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: fdr they are fodijhnefs unto binu They 
turn with fecrct averfion from the purity 
of the Gofpel and the ftridnefe of its Laws. 
They hate the light; neither come they 
unto the light, left their deeds (hould be 
reproved, becaufe they are evil. They 
wink with their eyes left they ihould fee, 
and ftmt their ears left they fhould hear. 

They 
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They take, wicked nefs for their portion, 
and this world for their hope* 

With fome youth is the impediment. 
The morning of life fhines bright, and por- 
tends a glowing noon. It will be long, 
very long, before the twilight of evening 
draws nigh. " I purpofe to be a votary 
" of religion, I am perfuaded that even 
" at prefent I am not far from her paths. 
f< But why this hurry ? May I not for 9, 
*' feafbn join my contemporaries in their 
" amufements? Be affured that I will always 
" bear religion in mind, and in clue time 
u will devote myfelf to her entirely " 
Thou forefeeil: not the gathering mills 
<>f fin, nor the intervening cloud of 
death! 

With others age is the obftack. " It is 
i* now too late to change. My mind is 
" fettled. My fentiments have long been 
4 * decided. Am I to believe that to this 
*' period I have lived in ignorance? Do you 
" lend me back as a child, to rudiments? 

* Do you bid me unrip the texture which 

* ray life has been occupied in "weaving ? 
" Do you bid me vfudermine the foundation 
I* on which my hope has hitherto been 
f f juflainedl" The inertnefs of declining 

years 
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years co-operates with mental repugnance^ 
He comes not unto Chrift for life. 

• II. Let us next enquire in what manner, 
and, with what difpofitions, we are to come 
unto Jelus Chrift that we may have life. 

. On this fubjeft our Lord himfelf hath 
Supplied us with copious inftru6Hon. What 
is his own invitation ? Come unto me atl ye 
that labour and are heavy laden ; all ye who 
are deje&ed, and opprefled with the burden 
of your fin ; and I will give you reft. How 
does he defcribe the perfons who would 
liflen to his call? I came not to call the 
righteous^ but Jinners to repentance: not the 
righteous; not thofe who imagine them- 
felves to be already righteous, and therefore 
difregard my offers c£ mercy ; but finners ; 
thofe who are deeply confcious of their 
fallen ftate, and of the guilt which they 
have accumulated by wilful tranfgreffion, 
and will therefore joyfully fly to the atone- 
ment and grace of a Redeemer. Re$d in 
thefe declarations the frame of foul with 
which you muft come unto Chrift. Look 
into your own breafts. Contemplate the 
unceafing tendencies to evil which per* 
vade them: tendencies to pride, to fen- 
fuality, to felfiftmefs,' to anger, to hatred, 

tq 
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to difdontent, to hard thoughts of God, to 
various other wicked difpofitions of the 
heart. Confider how frequently you have 
yielded in pra&ice, how frequently you ftill 
yield, to fome if not to all of thefe fins, 
Confider that againft every inftance of any 
one of thefe fins the wrath of God is de- 
nounced. Confider how unequal you 
have found your own ftrength to withftand 
temptation ; how often your goodnefs has 
been as a morning cloud, as the early dew 
that pafleth awayj how often your firmeft 
refblutions, fortified by the remembrance of 
defeat, have been overthrown ; how often, 
with open eyes, with a clear knowledge of 
your duty, you have broken the command- 
ments of your Lord and Judge in thought, 
in word, and in deed. Confider thefe fafts; 
and you will perceive the corruption of that 
nature which has defcended into you from 
fallen Adam. You will behold in its true 
colours the guilt of your manifold offences. 
You will become fenfible that your beft 
ability is weaknefs; that on your own 
power no dependence is to be placed., 
You will be convinced that you have fub- 
jefted yourfelf to the avenging juftice of 
God ; to the fentence of eternal condemna- 
tion, which has been pronounced againft all 

who 
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who rebel againft his laws. You will feel, 
not only that you bave contra&ed a debt 
which you are utterly unable to difcharge; 
but that by additional fins you are conftant- 
ly fwclling its amount. With St. Paul 
you will bear witnefs againft yourfelf that 
the law of God is holy, and his command- 
ment holy and juft and good. With the 
fame Apoftle you will confefs, that you are 
carnal, fold under fin: and that (in taking" 
advantage by the commandment, hath de- 
ceived you and (lain you. You will then 
be prepared to cry out with him; O 
wretched man that I ami Who Jhall deliver 
me from the body of this death? You will 
then, like him, be prepared to render 
thanks unto God for the deliverance which 
he has provided through Jefus Chrift our 
Lord. You will then be prepared to come 
unto Chrift. You will come uhto him as 
the Son of God, whom his Almighty 
Father hath exalted to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, that he may give repentance unto 
all men, and make fatisfa&ion for the fins 
of the whole world. You will come unto 
him difclaiming all righteoufnefs of your 
own ; and relying only on his merits for fid* 
vation. You will come unto him as the' 
good fhepherd who laid down his life for 
13 the 
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the fheep; as the tnw and Hying way; ad 
the fountain opened for uncleannefs and 
fin* You wiU prefeut yourfelf before him 
1 with 9 fobdued and teachable ipirit; meek 
and lowly in heart, that you may find reft 
uato your fouL You will implore him to 
receive you under his guidance ; to wafli 
away your guilt with his blood ; to lead 
you into the path of life everlafting; to 
prevent you with his grace in all your 
doings, and further you with his continual 
helpi to difpofe and enable you to renounce 
every fiufuA iadulgenfce, and in the ftrcngth 
which He fupplies to work out your ialva- 
tion with fear and trembling. 

III. It remains to make a brief and prac- 
tical applkatioii of the fubje£h 

If you are fincerely anxious that, whe» 
the prefent life fhall terminate, your fouls 
may be admitted into the kingdom of 
Chuft; you will earneftly and deeply ex- 
amine yourfelves, whether as yet you have 
come unto Chrift that you might have life. 
If then you have lived chiefly occupied in 
the pursuits of a tranfitory worlds with lit- 
tle concern for your falvation; or if you 
have habitually proved yourfelves under 
the power of fin; or if you have regarded 

yourfelves 
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yourfelves as fiifficiehtly ' righteous, and 
partly entitled through your own merits to 
the kingdom of Heaven : you have not 
yet learned the nature of the religion which 
you profefs ; you have not yet come unto 
Chrift. But if with an humble and con- 
trite heart you have bowed yourfelf before 
tl*e Lord your Redeemer, trufting wholly * 
and exclufively to Him for pardon, for. 
ftrength, for fan&ification, for acceptance 
with God; felicitous and refblved through 
the influence of his grace to evince the fin- 
cerity of your repentance, of your faith, of 
your gratitude, of your love, fteadily devo- 
ting yourfelf to his fervice* and bringing 
forth the fruits of holinefs : then may you 
cherifli a lively hope that you have been 
led to approach your Saviour in fimplicity 
and truth* 

To which of thefe defcriptions each of 
you at prefent belongs is a fa6t concerning 
which every one of you may form, by 
meek and upright enquiry, a reafonable 
judgement for himfelf : and it is a fa& un- 
equivocally known to God who feeth the 
heart. Experience however inftru&s a 
preacher to conclude that in the congrega- 
tion which he addrefles, perfons of each ; 
defeription are to be found. Allow me, 

therefore, 
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therefore to clofe thi? difcourfe with fome 
thort admonitions, partly dire&ed to thofe 
\yho hsjve endeavoured to come unto Chrift. 
that they tpight have life; partly to thofq 
Who have not hitherto fled for refuge to 
the Appointed Saviour. 

Thofe then who have conle unto Chrift 
let me exhort to remember that* as a tree 
is kndwn by its fruits, fo is faith to fhew 
ibrth its reality by good works. Let them 
give diligence to hold faft the true doc- 
trine of the (jbfJieL And let them give 
equal diligence to adorn the do&rine of 
Gpd their Saviour in all things. Jefus 
Chrift gave himfelf for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity; and purify to 
himfelf a peculiar people zealous of good 
Works. CliFiftians are commanded conti- 
nually to grow in grace* and in the. know- 
ledge X)f their Lord and Saviour. They 
are to ftrive day by day to fubdue fin ; to 
gain the maftery rtiore aiid more over the 
evil difpofitions and the evil pra&ices to 
which they are efpecially expofed. As 
long as they remain in the body they will 
perceive with St. Paul, that the flefh luft-' 
eth againft the fpirit, and feeks to bring 
them into captivity to fin; that in them, of 

Vol* II. G themfelves, 
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tfeiflfeives, dwell'etli no good thing; that 
the'goocl whiefr they would do, whiih they 
U'ifh/aiid'confef? themfelves bound in con- 
science to do, they often do not; that the 
evil which they would not, the evil which 
in their hearts they condemn, which th^y 
acknowledge that' they ought toavoM, they 
often do. 'Continue ' therefore ,'inftant" ifi 
prayer, in watch fulnefs, in diligence to (hub 
temptations, in' holy exertions towithftinct 
them. Fulfil your duty as a foldief of 
Chrift Jefus. Would you' lay lipid on 
eternal" life? Fight the good fight of 1 Faith; 
perfevere in well-doing. If you draw back: 
from Chrift, he will draw back from you! 
Unlcfs you perfevere in faith and holinefi 
unto the end, you cannot be faved. Re- 
member too, that you are to ftlidy to pro- 
mote on every occafion the glory of the 

Lord Jefus. Let your light fo fhine before 
men, that they may fee your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
Let" the happy effeds of religion on your 
principles, on your" tempers, on your man- 
ners* on your anions, recommend religion 
Jo .others. Employ your influence, yout- 
talents, your example, in the fervice of 
CHrift ; and in the greateft* of all fervices 
'to your fellow-creatures, in winning them 
il to 
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t*of iiche; ^knowledge and love of that ifalva- 

<*ioti,> which isahOhriffc Jsius, and in .him 

: alone* . . 'If you iferve :not your Redeemer in 

^Beakus* obedience; 'where* is your gratitude, 

wfoetfc is* youf love? If ;you: labour not to 

fbrWatd 'the Uxtenfion -of his kingdom; 

whe^is. your zeal for his glory, ' where as 

yduripity jfor man? 

Wdthrefpeft to-thofe .amring you, who 
hawe not yet turned unto" the Lord Jefus; 
I could Scarcely fay too much, if your atten- 
tion, qpeorbaps already wearied, would, ai)ow 
me to enlarge, on the wrttchadaefe.and 
danger -of your fituation, and .on the mad- 
uefs:of continuing in it.- You ha\?e difre- 
garded :the*greart obje& for which you were 
feat 'into Jbeing. You. have, lived for this 
wdrM.V You' have added fin to fin without 
repeiffliftCe * unto newnefs of life. 'You 
have defied the indignation of Almighty 
Godr- -You have defpifed his Son j*efus r who 
Hooped from the throne of his 'glory, and 
became Irian, -thai he^taight die. for you 
• U]pton «he^ Croft: • You have fcorned his 
off*rs '6f* mercy, and done defp'ite to the 
Spirit o£Qtface. You lie as yet under: the 
judgement of everlaftiag condemnation jto 
the4ake -of inextinguifhabie fire. What is 
your jAirpofe? Do you defign Ailitafet the 
G x Lord 
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Lord God Omnipotent at defiance; {till to, 
trample on the blood of his Sou; ftill to 
refift the Holy Ghoft? For you thea whaf 
-remained*, as fiirely as the Word of God is 
<>true, but wrath, unchangeable, tribulation 
and anguifli, when the Lord Jtfus fhall be 
revealed in flaming fire to tak# vengeance 
on thole who know oot God; and obey 
••not theGofpel?:Repentye: even ydt repent 
and ; be feved; But perhaps you are appall- 
ed i>y the apprehenfion that, after fo long 
a period of flavery to the works of the devil, 
•it is too late for you to repent. If tfaefe be 
lyour only alarms, hear for your encourage- 
ment the words of the Prophet? Let the 
"wicked manforfake bis way y andjbe unrigh- 
teous man bis paths: and let him return unto 
the Lord, and be will have mercy upfri him ; 
and to bur God, for be will abundantly for don.. 
Hear the recorded declaration of Godhini- 
. felf. As I-lhe, faith (be Lord, I have no 
pleafure in the death of the wicked. Turn ye\ 
turn ye. Why will ye die ? Hear the folemn 
jaffurance of Chrift : Him that cometb unto 
me I will in no wife cafi out. To. whom is 
this language addrefled from above? To 
you. You avow your belief of the Scrip- 
tures. While you credit the Scriptures, is 
it pofSble.for you to doubt of the willing- 
: neis 
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nefs of the Lord your Redeemer to receive, 
to forgive, and to blefs you, if you wilL 
come unto - Him- that you may have life 
eternal ? Delay then no longer. Put not 
his forbearance to any farther trial. The 
time -of your continuance on earth may ber 
drawing to a conclufion. The hour of 
grace may be nearly pa ft. The laft fands 
of the glafs may be running out. Seize the 
opportunity which is, yet afforded to you, 
Ufe the time which is yet in your power. 
Come unto the Lord Jefus, and you fhall 
find that he is gracious. Perfevere frortx 
this time forward with godly fincerity in 
faith and love, and holy obedience: and all 
your former tranfgreffions fhall be blotted 
from his remembrance; and you fhall re-, 
ceive through his merits a crown of glory, 
an inheritance of blifs that eudureth for 
ever, 
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sermon y: 

On the Calling of St. Matthew, * 



M.atth. ix; 9, 

jfhd as J ejus faffed forth from tb'erice, be 
fa<to a than named Matthew Jlttifig at the 
1 receipt of Cujiom : and he faith unto him % 
Follow Me. And' be arofe and followed* 
\ Hirrii 

TOEHOLD, exclaimed the voice of Pro- 1 
**J phecjv ^e it became filent for fbtrr' 
hundred years ; Behold' the Lord wbwf ye* 
feek foall fuddenly come to bis Temple, even 
the Mejfenger of the Covenant, in whom ye 
delight. Behold He Jball come, faith the 
Jaord of Hojls {a). The Lord comes to his 
Temple. The Spirit of the Lord, he cries, 
is upon Mi-, becaufe He hath anointed Me to 
preach good tidings unto the meek: He hatb 
fent Me to bind up the broken-hearted^ to pro- 

(a) Malachi,iii # 1. 

.• .; claim 
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claim liberty, \to the. captfyes, .to comfort all 
jhat .mourn? Cpme unto Me 9 and I fiyiUgiue 
jwu reji. lMtn t He which.givetb Jife.uqtQ fke 
world(b); 4 .Does .not ;the _world /flpefe £0 
.welcome, the ill v it action.? Hear, the worcls 
of the Son of God: Te, will not ^cni? un(o 

- Me that .ye .might hape life* Maqy axe 
* called \ but few are cho/en (c). Such. w$s 
-the general refi}lt ? But among tji&rfcw 

- who obeyed ; the,- call* £nci were ^rhofep , 
. were thofe, ? who becaiijue) the inftrm#enfs 
1 .of cajling- unborn multitudes . to lalvation. 
\ Their voice is gone out through alltb$ earthy 
\ and their vior>ds to the ind'efthe \worfd\d). 

Such, was St, Matthew. ,-,... 

Inipurfuiug the hiftory o£,the Redeemer 
of the wotld, the Evapgelift is ; conduced 
•by the caurfe of his narrative to ,the moft 

- important event of his own life. , By,pr-p- 

. feffion he was a publican; a .colj^ior of 
~ the public revenue, a receiver of the ta^es 
'.. which the Jews paid to ithe Roman go- 

- yernment. On feveral accounts the Pub- 

- licans .were, extremely odious to their 
i-. countrymen : partly, becaufe it was their 
• bufinefs to gather the triUute exacted by 

{l) Ifaiah, Ixi. I, 2. Mattk xi. 2.8, 29. John, vu 
33.35, ' 00 John, v. '40. Match, xxii. 14. 

(*) Pfa|pi,xix 5 4, 

G 4 the 
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the enemy, to whom the land of Ifrael was 
now itv fabjedtion : partly, bec&ufe thft 
intercqurfe in which their occupation en«r 
gaged them with Foreigners and idolaters, 
rendered them, in the eyes of their own 
nation, unclean and profane ; and partly, 
fcecaufe, in executing their office they were 
proverbially guilty of extortion, with a 
view to encreafe their own emolument, or 
to recommend themfelves tq their rapa-« 
cious matters. Of the contempt and hatred 
with which they were beheld you difcern 
repeated proofs in the Gofpels. When oujt 
Lord inftru6ts his difciples, that for a man 
to love only his brethren and thofe who 
love him is a very low degree of Chriftian 
virtue; he impreffes this truth by the 
qqeftion, Do not even the publican^ the 
fame? On another occafion, in order to 
illuftrate the extreme difgrace, the com*, 
plete exclufion from fellowship and brtK 
therhood, to be inflifited on every man 
tvho Should difobey the apoftoiical autho- 
rity of the Church ; he delivers this dira> 
tion: Let. him: be unto thee as a heathen 
man, and a Publican. The condelbenfion 
of Chrift in admitting Publicans into fo«i 
citty with Him dilgufted and fcandalifed 
{he Pbarifees. Why eateth your Majier 
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with TubUcani and finriers t Retold a friend 
ef Publicans and Jinners! The name of 
Publican was in fott fo detefted, that the 
term Jitiher was almoft invariably coupled 
with it by the Jews. The extenfivenefs 
and the general-truth of the charge of ex* 
iortion advanced againft the Publicans aft 
confirmed by the reply of John the Baptift, 
when they came to his baptifm, and de- 
manded of him ; Mq/ler f what Jbdll we 
do ? ExaSl no more, he anfwered, than that 
which is appointed you, • Yet from this 
obnoxious clafs of men our Lord fele&ed 
fin Apoftle, Why? Poffibly for various 
reafons unknown to us, but manifeft to 
the unerring wifdom of the Son of God, 
Some, however, of his motives appear dik 
cernible. By this proceeding he probably 
defigjied to abate the extravagant violence 
of Jewifli prejudice againft Publicans, and 
pther defpifed and abhorred portions of the 
Jiuman race : to fhew that he was able and 
ready to beftow repentance unto life on the 
vileft of Turners t and to prove that his 
Gofpel needed not the aid of human fa* 
vour for its. fupport, but (hould overcome 
all opposition through- the might of that 
God, who by the feebleft inftrument can 
§f?opaphih the moft arduous purpofe* 

When 
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■ When vSt. Matthew haard the call of 
Chrift, what was- 1ms conduct? [Ht <arofe 
natod followed hinu Suehr is fhi& own iriqdeft 
iaccount. St*.I*ik$, ia hi* narrative ?£*he 
cfame tran&6iion, expreffes.th^ cir£ui#- 
-ftanoes more ftrongly.: HeJeft all$>rq[e 
<4tpi -and followed 1 him (e) \. . He . immediately 
Abandoned his lucrative employment, for- 
-fcok. his .patron, his friends, his wealth, 
this home, to become the qonftant attendant 
\o£ a perf? cuted Mafter r who had not where 
f to lay his head. .••;.. 
! If any man ferve me-> faith bur ; Lord^Z?/ 
rjxim follow mt\f). Every pecibn is cabled 
' npoa,. l&s this eminent Apoitie,. to follow 
LChrift. i.Eyery.perfon W&9 would obtain 

- iMvation,.* muft, likei him, cleave ; all, 3?d 
varife* and follow Chr-ift. Nc# that We : ^e 
:mqaiired,: under .the ordinary difpenfaiions 
: -of Providence, to relinquish our poflefli^ns, 
vour^occupatiohs, our friends, an4 ourfami- 

dies. ' On the contrary, we are to ferve 
(Thrift with our poffeffions, by our occu- 
pations, among our- friends, in the bofom 
* 6f our. families. In .what reifpe#:$ ; tjien> is 
>. every 'one of us at prcfent required *o<te»ve 

- all, and to rife, and follow Ghrift? :Ac- 
J cording' to the nature of the obligation; in 

{*> Luke, Vi a8. (/) John, irfi. 26. . 

*s V thcfe 
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St. Martbcw, fulfilled the duty ? To shefe; 
queftiohi^lat'Our.ineciitatian^ be; dirked; ^ 

i I. W<erare to leave all bunevil jJr&&iees,^ 
that we may follow Ghrift-. « Thwe' appfcirsi 
no breach of charity, in the afiumpean that> 
St. Matthew, in hisi bufinefs as a pubiie&tv 
had borne fome re&mblan(re to his bre-i 
threti. He was every hour expofed to th# 
temptations;, by w;hich they were fo gdne-' 
rally- overcome. He Was every hoai<a£-i 
ceiled by the influence &f: their pernicious! 
example* «And the Scriptures do iiot-fur-' 
nifti any intimation that: he. had diftin-* 
gtiiflibd^himielf from others in his owrt line* 
ofl Ii£&: . or that it? was ! on account oPShy* 
aw^icuousF.meait that he was >{Ae€to&"W 
become an Apoftle. of our I^otffc Be'thhl 
circumftance, however,^*' itimay, St. Maf 
thew wan a child x>f Adam ; by natiirtf 
corrupt, in 'practice finffcL But he liftenecf 
to the command' of Jefus. His original 
employrrient^ in itfelf fotttfnafing, heibrJ 
fookatoncb. And. he feems akxious'ttf 
fftew hi© fenfe tof thef Aiemorable gobdheft 
of Chrift in calling hiriA from {o ; guflty : a 
profe&oii to be hi? difcipley iby IHti <fenoi 
minating himfelf^ in a ihbfequttnt* part- of 

his 
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bis Gofpel, where he recounts the names 
of the twelve Apoftlefc* Matthew the. Pub* 
lican: an appellation 1 never affignfed to hin^ 
fubiequently to his converfion by any 
other of the facred writers. He corifinwd 
ftedfaftly with his heavenly Mailer; gra-* 
dually iroproviugio grace and holinefe, as 
be gf bfa in the knowledge of his Lord and 
Savfour.; Conformably;. to< his example, 
we are 4 to relinquifK all habits and deeds of 
wickednefs • to which we have heretofore 

4 - 

been. addifited. This is -the.firft ftep inre-- 
pentance, . Until this ftep be taken, to , 
fpeak.of repentance is hypocrify. We muft 
reliaquifh oiir former iniquities altogether, 
and' without referve. ;Suppofe that St, 
Matthew, whenGhrift commanded bim to 
become his follower, had anfwered, that 
he would attend upon Chrift occafionally, 
when his occupation afforded him leifure : 
and that for the future, when employed in 
CoHe&ing tribute, he would commit a6fa 
of extortion only feldom. Would Chrift 
have regarded him? Would he have ac-» 
eepted fuch fervice ?. You muft furrender. 
yourfelves entirely to Chrift Yon. muft 
follow;, Hinx .wbollv; You. muft follow 
Hun' ajooe. In k\l his aflians Chrift .was 
pure from fip, and^a pattern; of every good 

work. 
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JWorit. When you wilfully - indulge! - m 
nwickednefe;. is that to follow Chrift ? When 
jfou referye fbme favourite fin for, your 
occafional gratification; is that to leave all 
for the feke of Chrift?/ No man c%n ferve 
two matters. Choofe between the works Of 
. God, and the works of the devil.; between 
the deeds of light, and thole of tfvkAefs; 
between Heaven and hell. - 

II. We muft renounce* for the Take of 
Chrift, all our evil inclinations. Thjs ft$p js 

, necefiary to make repentance complete/ Sf. 
Matthew not only relinquiflip d his qqcupa- 

jion, but abandoned itwithgladneis. You do 
pot fee him taking leave of his home yvith 

* reluctance and forrow. He was not aftiafcmqd 
to let it be known to the world that he was 
gding to refign his antecedent habits of life ; 
his domeftic comforts j r his* eafe; his former 

.^flbciatesj his fettled purfuiis, for t^e fakeqf 
f eligion* He prepared a great fe^ft to wel- 
come his Saviour to his houfe, before he 
Jhpuld bimfelf quit it : and invited a nu- 
merous company of publicans and finners, 
that they alio might be bleffed with the ©p- 
pprtunity of Hfteiving to the words of eter- 
nal life* Afterwards, when you hear him 

.mentioning his former profeffion ; it is not 

with 
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withdefire tcx return to it, fe«i With.-gWti- 
•tade-for having been-called avitey-frottiitta 
tafep up bis crofs aiwi follow vChrift. Ip 
conformity to this example every Ghri&aa 
'4$inbt*fiefrely to ^abtfeain, as by ^coi*ftraiftt: f 
from fififtil a&ioris* butf'tb glorify his Gdd 
by cheerful obedience- ~ aiid t<Sbring>'4ii$ wM 
under thankful ftbje&ion tphis Redsemelv 
He is to be holy iir thought, hofyiri'heart, 
holy in his defigns, holy in his wiflies. He 
is to abhor fin asrodleUs^oXjod, repugnant 
-to his laws,*hoftile to his plans* cleftra&ita 
to his ereation . He is to cultivate righteou£- 
nefe as- that whicfrGod has appointed : that 
which God levels* that which is the diftki- 
gutfhmg and pre-eminent attribute of God: 
that wfeieh Atone with unclouded luftre kt 
the hunaan 'nature of the glorious Re- 
deemer: that which the glbriousHedeemcir 
lived and died to |>lant and eftablfth among 
-men. He is to 4£bour to crucify the oW 
man, -the original corruption of which he is 
Htt partaker, with the affections attdluft* 
whieh* it nourifties. He is to be renewed 
throughUhe Operation of the HolyGhoft 
in the {pint of his mind; to be conformed 
in heart to tfie image of Chrift.' to put ott 
the new tnan, which after God, according 
to the-jmage of God, is created in righteouf- 

nek 



jtefs ' and trufehtolihefs. J he is to ferve God 
fibt in the f^itit of bondage, but of love: 
rtot as the Ifraelites^* iubmitted to' tfteir' 
Egyptian talkmafters, bowing to the yoke . 
which they could not efcape: but with the 
affe&iohate acquiescence- which briathfecf 
ih the words of Chrift, when' he eiclaimtfdt 
father I Not my will hut thint to doneV ^ 

III We, like St. Matthew, are to *re2 
bounce private intereft, whenever it inte£ 
fires with tfur obedience tb jeifus . Chrifti 
■ St. Matthew forfook his? pdfTeflibnS, and 
relinquished the employment which fur- 
aiihed him with fubfiftence, which 'difclofed 
fhe profpeft of enGfeafing wealth; that hdk 
might be a faithful follower of the Matter 
who commanded his fervice. Behold a 
decifive proof of fincerity ! HPe dt>es ; not 
honour his. Saviour with his lipstttily. ' He 
giorifies the Son of God by making larigi 
Sacrifices for his lake ; by immediately malt- 
ing every facrifice which is required; Hi 
hears of the pearl of great price; dnd' K£ 
parts with every thing that he may obtafii 
it. He counts all things but lofs that hfc 
may win the approbation of his Redeemed 
He cafts away his treasures on earth that 
he may be admitted to an enduring inherit- 
ance 
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ance in heaven. Art thou cbnverfant w\tk. 
the Word of God, and ignorant that fan 
crifices, if lefs in amount, yet (imilar.ia 
nature, are required from every Chriftiqp ? 
Compare the demands of conference and of 
jnfcerefl;* Hpw continual the oppofitionf 
How , prevailing the temptation!. How 1 , 
lawful, ftrangq as the expreffion may found/ 
how lawful, in certain cafes and withirt 
certain limits, in the eftimapion of rn^ny 
who arrogate the praife of uprightneis, is 
diihonefty 1 In the daily and hourly deak 
ings of life what opportunities o£ undue 
advantage J what inducements to profit by 
theml In the numerous departments, of* 
public fervice what openings for pecu* 
lation! How commonly is " the cuftom of 
<c trade' * but another name for lucrative de-f 
ceit ! By the purchafe of articles illegally 
introduced, into the kingdom; by frauds 
wilfully, .pra&ifed on the colle&ors of the 
revenue ; by filence under their errors, their 
partiality, or their fupinenefs; how frequent 
is the evafion of burthens which the laws 
jtaopofe ! But it is not to difhonefty, accord- 
ing to the ordinary acceptation of the term, 
that the guilt of unjuft regard to intereft i* 
xeftri&ed. Lpok around and. thou (halt di& 
<ccrn cpuntlefs occafions of acquiring or of 
, retaining 



fcfctiiung money* or of further ingrthyxafe^ 
or thy advancement, or fome other :; ^>f thy 
ifcoridly obje&s, by various methods, the ini- 
quity of which, light as it may be deemed, 
ife i» njany inftances not inferior to. that of 
jliflion^fty*; by .flattery, by indireft bribery, 
by complimentary affiduities, . by hypocriti r 
cat obfequioufn?fs, by finfol compliances, 
by, falfe ajid, injurious pretences, by minif- 
tering to prejudice or to antipathy or to 
pride, by raifing or diffufing unfounded re; 
ports concerning- thy competitors. Does 
the man t who puitfues his prefent benefit 
bj wiyof thefe means leave all for the fake 
of Cfrriftf? He prefers intereft to Chrift. 
Even he who profecutes a lawful calling by 
J&wfui methods, yet permits it. to withdraw 
his chief jattention from the falvation of his 
foul, to occupy too large apropc^rtion of his 
thoughts, or to agitate his mind with undue 
i^licitude; has not left all for Chrift, nor 
given to Chrift the dominion of his heart, . 

• IV, We are to renounce our owti righ* 
teoufhefs; to caft away all reliance on* 
* merit of our. own for acceptance with God. 
Why did Saint Matthew become a dilciple 
qf Jedis Chrift? Why did he leave all tp 
Jbie with that man of ibrrows ? . B^caufe he 
/Vol. II. H beheld 
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beheld ia that man of forrows one who 
bare «ir griefs; one who bare the fins of 
niiny, and made interceffion for the tran£ 
greflbrs. He recognized the appointed 
Saviour; the Lamb of God which took 
ttway the fins of the world. With what 
feelings does • the true penitent in every 
age approach the Son of God ? He look* 
into his own heart. He fees it full of depra* 
vity. He furveys his condud. He per* 
fceives it to be a mafs of fin. He confeflfe* 
the holinefs of God : and is confeious how 
odious he has rendered himfelf in the fight 
of his Creator by tranfgreffion. Hc k con* 
templates the divine juftice : and trembles 
at the puniihment which he has incurred. 
He conliders the divine power, and beholds 
the impoffibility of efcape. Again he turns 
his eyes upon himfelf; and acknowledges 
that there is nothing in him, which can 
make an atonement. An atonement is fet 
before him in the blood of the Son of God. 
There he beholds a ranfom : there he be- 
holds pardon and peace and happinefs. 
" Though my fins," he exclaims, u be as 
" fcarlet; yet in that fountain (hall they be 
" made white as fhow. Let mv riobteou£ 
** nefs be the righteoufneis which is of God 
* € by faith in the Lord Jcfiis. He that hath 
: ' ' *"io «'th* 
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**.&e,SfcQ efOod, Hath jifej aorf be jtbat 
?.JtalfcaQt-.th9<Soa hath not lijfe. Th»r<?,i* 
'*'po"Ktfheir-flBpbe under hcavca gjyen among 
*« m$ fl vhfawby f may be laved.' 1 

■• y i ..We.mwft^ in the laft place, follow 
ouf JWeemer ui)ta the end* Such was th$ 
fledfa&ief? of $t* Matthew* He remained 
constat!^ with. Chrift until the evening 
before thelcirticifixion* On that evening 
jhe flawed, in common with the jothef 
^poftl<?s, -whai; man is, when the divine 
.grace 'withdraws itfelf, and leaves him to 
•his native weakuefs, ^// the Difciples <f 
{X^Jvrfiokbimandjkd* Of that guilty 
J tgfct §** Matthpw was a partake/. After 
-tiae-Refu*re#iopk {ie received, in conjunc- 
tion with the other Applies, pardon 
aad.ftreagth from his forgivy&jg;. Lord* 
-Wheft Jeftjs had alcenfled into -heaven, we 
ittbeld $t* Matthew continuing, cloiely in 
*fltayer end Jupplication with the women and 
'Mary the mtfar of Jefus f and the Are-* 
'ikren'ig) ; and besripg his part as an Apof- . 
tie in the el$£Hon of a fucceflbr to the 
trakor Jud^s. Boldly Temjtfhing at Jeruia-> 
Iem, when havock was made of the Church 
after the tnartyrdpm . of Stephen ; . he 
V {£) Aa*. i. ij, i 4 « 

H 2 proved 
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proved that he was not of tbbfe who flaw 
ho root, and in time of perlecution 1 fall 
away. And the early hiftory of the 
Chriftian Church informs us that, m thfc 
face of danger and death, he perfevered 
until the end of his days in preaching the 
Gofpel of hrs Lord. From every Chri& 
tiari patient continuance in well doing is 
indifpenfably required. Who is h that the 
"Scripture faith (hall be favtd?' Hethaft en- 
dureth unto the end. Who is it that fliall 
reap the everlafting recorfipenfe ? Hfc who 
prefleth onward in the path of righteottf- 
nefs, neither weary through ftoth;" ridr 
fainting through timidity. ' No man boning 
fut his hand to tbephu^b^ and looking back, 
is Jit for the kingdom tf God. The -rijgb* 
teoufnefs of the righteous Jhall not deliver 
him in the day of his tranfgrejion. IVbtn 
the righteous turneth away from his rigbteouf* 
nefs and committeth iniquity* and doetb accord* 
mg to all the abominations that the wicked 
man doeth; /hall he live, faith the Lord? All 
bis right eoufnefs that be bath done fhaUtiot be 
mentioned: in his trejpafs that be bath trtf- 
fajed, and in hisfn that be bath f fined 9 w 
- themjhall be die (h). 

(by take, i.v. 6a. Eaek. xriii. 24. xxxtii. i*.J 

My 
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, My brethren ! you have now feen the 
toraprehenfive import of the direftion to 
leave all and follow Chrift. You have feen* 
that no one is a real difcip^e of Chrift who 
does not leave all to follow him. Being 
then thus prepared, enter on the great bufi- 
nefs of felf-examination. The -hour of ymir 
examination iij the prefence of men and 
angels, before the throne of that fame Jefus 
who has commanded you to leave all and 
follow him* will arrive. What if it were 
arrived now } If you were now to render 
an account of yourfelf to God ; (hould you 
.jbc foiind, like St. Matthew, to have obeyed 
the call of the Lord Jefus I Have you for- 
fakcn the ways of wickednefs? When you 
have been tempted by your own evil appe- 
iiteSj and by the practice or the felicitations 
of your companions ; has it been your 
quftom to yield, or to withftand ? Have 
yott pherifhed the love of holitjefs; and be- 

* come more and more fenfible of the hate- 
fulnefs of fin ? Have you cheerfully facri- 

« iked pre fen t gain for the fake of pleafing 
Godi Have you preferred his favour to 
xhp favour of men ; and patiently Submitted 
to their ridicule and contempt, that you 
might .maintain a good confeience ? Have 
you kept alive, during your beft perform- 
H 3 ances 9 
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ances, ^ fteady conviction of your ow# un» 
worthinefs; and refted all your hopes of 
falvation on the blood of the orbfe ? Have 
you laboured t© become* year $ft&r ydar* 
ipnore and more earned in : faith knd obedk 
ence; more and more watchful againft 
tranfgreffion ; and mote and moi-e im^refled 
with true repentance, whenever you- have 
been led to offend againft the Qofpel of 
your Lord f 

It is well if there are not perlbns hi ; this 
congregation, who arfe far "from having 
made ?my ferious effort thus to le^ve 4II and 
follow Chrift, For who earn look abroad 
into the wprld without perceiving numbers, 
Chrifti?uis only in name, devoted in heart 
and life riot to Chrift, but to the warid ? 
The exterior garb of Chriftianity they ftu* 
dioufly wean Jn,her ordinances they {afo* 
puloufly join. Put let them be brotfght to 
the trial ; and their religion proves formality, 
on hypocrify. Let intereft call' their*- drtfe 
way, and the law of Chrift another ? they 
follow intereft,- Let pride beckon to this 
left hand, and the law of Chrift to thb 
right: they follow pride. Let paflkfti* Or 
•floth, or plealure invite them: theytur** 
their backs upon Chrift, Whoever ybu 
mav be. that belong to this idefcription^ re-, 
• "- .. i member 
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member that there are but two matters 
between whom mankind can be divided* 
They* who are not the fervants of God, are 
the fervants of the devil. They, who are 
not made partakers through Jefus Chrift of 
everlafting happineis with God, fhall be 
for ever miferable with the devil. — Choof^p 
ye this -day whom ye will ierve ; choofe 
with whom you will dwell through eter- 
nity. To ferve the devil here, and to 
dwell with Chrift after death, is an impofii- 
bility. If thou reeeiveft thy good things 
here; if thou takeft the good things, as thou 
calleft them, of this world for thy portion : 
thou takeft alfo for thy portiou eternal 
torment 

There are others, it is probable* among 
you, .who have difcerned the negeffity of 
leaving all and following Chrift, have 
refolved to aft. according to that conr 
vi&ipn, and have alio made fome endear 
vours to carry their purpofes into effe6h 
yet have (hewn thejxdfeives fo feeble and 
fluctuating in their exertions, that in their 
hearts they are evi4ently wavering between 
two mafters. A fin, which they refift to- 
day, overcomes them to* morrow. A good 
refoltf^on, which for a ihort period they 
H 4 have 
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have maintained, becomes burthcn&mr* 
and is laid afide. Small temptations .they 
repel ; and take credit to themfelvcs for 
'their victory. Then come9 a fbmewhat 
more difficult trial : and they excufe them* 
ielvcs for yielding under it by exaggerating 
its magnitude. Then they fall into fotnfe 
greater offence, which* calls forth many ex- 
preilions', and fbme real feelings, of ibrrow, 
and is followed by temporary reformation* 
Afterwards they fall again, and become 
: tired of contending, and lament that the 
obftacles in the paths of religion are ^maft 
infupcrable. Thus life paffes away inhekrt- 
leis WifhtSj lukewarm prayers, fhort-lhred 
refolves, unfteady efforts, imaginary peni- 
tence, and real fin, : If this be your cha- 
rafter, know that Jefus Chrift dcmatfds thfc 
whale heart. He requires fervent impli- 
cation,- ftrenuous exertion, faithful fervicfe. 
The whole man muft work: the 'whblc 
man muft work out hfe falvation With fear 
and trembling. If grace is extended in vain, 
'Chrift will refume his wafted gift. • How 
long halt ye between two opinions? If the 
Lord be God, folbw'bm. 
- To tbofe who have hitherto manifefted 
by regular fruits of righteoufoefs that in 

fincerity 
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iiacerity they have left all to follow 4 Chrift, 
let me,, in the laft place, dired feme few 
words of exhortation. Though your # pro- 
grefs has thus far been triumphant,, yous^ 
warfare is not at an end. Your adverfary 
ftill kwps the field, and defpairs not, Jfcfiq 
aflaults will ceafe only with your life. 
Perfcvere, If you, perfevcre ; He who has 
begun a good work in you, will complete 
it. But. all depends on your perfeverance. 
The crown of glory is prepared. Lofe it not 
by relaxing in your exertions. Forfeit not 
the reward of paft labours by prefent or 
future floth. The arm of your Saviour is 
not fhortened, nor his ear turned away. 
Look up ftill to him, and go forth conquer- 
ing and to conquer. Yet a few more days 
or years of confli&j and the vi&ory is 
atchieved ; and the recompenfe of vidlory 
fccured for ever. What are days and years, 
to eternity ! Having fuftained the burden 
and heat of the day ; will you faint when 
the hour of reft approaches, when the times 
of refrefhing from the prefence of the Lord, 
&re ; at hand ? Te have need, and to your laft 
hour you will have need, of patience*, that, 
after ye have done the will of God, ye might 
receive tbt fromi/e, But yet a little wbile y 

and 
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and be that /ball come will come* and will not 
tarry. The jufi Jhall live by faith : but if any 
man dtaw back, myfoul, faith the hordjjha/l 
/rave no pleafure in him. Be not ye of them 
4vbo draw back unto perdition: but of them 
thqf believe to thefaving of the foul (1). 

(i) tfeb. x, 36—39- 
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Goodotfe Uluftrated by the Character of 
Barnabas, ~ J 
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Acts, xi f 33^-34,, 

f bey fent fifth Barnabas* that he Jhould go 
as Jar as Antioch : who, when he came* 
and hadfeen the grace of God, was glad, 
and exhorted them a//, that with purpojfc 
of heart they would cleave unto tfce Lord, 
For ke was a good man, and full of the 
Holy Ghofi and of faith. 

T N the management of worldly tranfae* 
tiQQS, the foundnefs of the principles 
upon which we conduS ourfelves is a cir- 
cumffenee of prime moment to our fuccefe. 
If the man of ftience builds his fpecular 
tions on a groundlefs theory, and fuftainjs 
,them by an unphijofophical prqcefs; fhall 
got they terminate in gmptinefs and dis- 
appoint- 
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appointment ? If the Commander embarked 
in a perilous enterprife, has formed an err 
roneous judgement concerning its- nature, 
and mealures its facilities or its difficulties 
by a falie ftandard ; fhall not the event be 
difaftrous ? Is it not then of inexpreffible 
concern that, in purfuing the interefts of 
eternity, you fhould contemplate them with 
difcerning eyes; and eftirriate, by a true 
criterion, every particular which is eflential 
to the attainment of your obje&? The man 
of fcience may renew his labours on a firmer 
bafis. The Commander, reaping wifdom 
from defeats, may conquer in another 
campaign. Not fb the departed fpirit, wil- 
fully eftranged, while in the body, from 
the path of final happinefs. Difappoint- 
ment in' that purfirit is ruin for ever. 

There are few fubjefts refpefting which 
a more conipicuous variety of judgement 
prevails than exifts with regard to goodneis. 
How numerous, how diicordant are the 
ftandardd by which it is meafured i Enter 
the crowded circle of lociety, and advert to 
fomc of the different charadters, to whiciX 
you hear the term Good continually and 
confidently applied. 

Fifft: there is the decent and orderly 
man. He is fb regular in his attendance 
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on the ordinances of the church,* fo punt> 

tualin his dealings, fa free from grofs.and 

open vice, io unobtrufive in demeanour, 

lb decorous in all his proceedings; that he 

Ipeedily eftablilhes his claim to the title of 

a good man. If, when called upon to 

applaud him as fufch, you venture to pauie 

for additional information : if, before 7011 

deliver your opinion, you wilh to obtain 

grounds for judging whether, while he bears 

the form of godlinefs, he alio manifefts the 

power thereof \ whether his religion is an * 

outfide coat, a fuperficial varriilh, or a 

.principle of penetrating 'influence, warnv- 

ing and governing the heart r you aie 

iniiantly decried as cenforious and uncha- 

litable^ and never to be fatkfied. " What," 

you are alked, " is gpodnefs; if fo refpcd- 

M able and exemplary a man as. this is not 

"good?" 

. Then comes the liberal man, and prefers 
his claim. His pretention; are inftantly 
admitted. He is lb opeft*hearted and bene- 
volent; lb prompt to empty his purie; lb 
/ kindto the poor ; fo hofpitable to his friends ! 
If you ibegin to examine, with whatever 
modefty, with whatever care not to imply 
Wronger doubts than ambiguous appear- 
ances unavoidably raife, whether his libera- 
lity 
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lity may not be thoughtlcfs profufion; whttlrttf 
bis benevolence may not be a mere natural 
ieeling; whether his hofpitality may not b* 
the indulgence of fenluality and oftentatioti$ 
"whether other parts of his conduit uphoM 
*^r contract the foppofition of his goodnefs: 
:you are eucountered with vehement decl&+ 
nations that a better man never exifted ; acid 
are filenced with the perverted text, that 
charity ctroereth a multitude of fins* . 

Then comes an oppofite chara&er; the, 
induftrious and frugal man v So much 
Jaudahle diligence in his bufintfft ; fa much 
care to provide for his family; fq : much 
eacertion, fo much patience; fo much per* 
feverance, fo muefefelf-denial; fuch exemp* 
tion from parade, from noUe* from e*tra* 
vagance, from diffipajtion : here is an exam- 
ple of laborious virtue! If you intirriate k 
doubt whether his labours exemplify any 
difpofjtion beyond covetoufnefs or mere 
worldly prudence; you are treated as -a mah 
determined to find fault, as one whdm nei» 
i ther generofity nor frugality can plcafe* 

The next perfon who demands notice k 

the cautious man. His obje£t is never to 

give offence. He fays civil things of every 

perfon; yet not fo civil of any perfon & 

.to excite the jealoufy of another • He 

avoids 
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Avoids the delivery of any pofitive opinion* 
Jtf prefent at a difcuffion refpe&ing fomc 
controverted occurrence, and appealed { tp 
by both fides: he admires the exceUenft 
arguments reciprocally produced; profeffes 
himfelf incompetent to decide bcjtweea 
ihemj or holds fuch a middle coutfe as 
may not be altogether unfc$is£u^o*y t* 
either difputant. He attaches himfelf to 
no party ; . but . endeavours to induce . all 
Severally to regard him. as well inclined 
to their caufe. He is thought ibmewhat 
referved, and perhaps rather timid and in r 
confident; but, while his conduft is « 
tiffue of tiipe-ferving infincerity, he is ger 
nerally allowed to be " a very good fort q£ 



" jnan." 



Another charader in. high repute is the 
cafy good-humoured man. He is fo " plea* 
w iknt," as the phrafe is ; lb cheerful ; fo 
harmlefs; fo neighbourly! Every perfoo 
whom he meets he appears delighted to 
iee. He is. always furnifhed with enter- 
taining converfation; always prepared 
to join in. any foheme of amufement; 
always diipofed to collect his acquaint* 
ance arouiid hijn;i always careful to dif* 
m$ them pleafed with his fociety. It is 
thus that, ppfiifcly without pofleffmg a fin- 



& 
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gte eftimable quality, ualefs a gay facility 
■of temper deferves the name; Be -obtain* 
far and wide the denomination of as excels 
lent a man as ev-er was -born. • " • • 

-—The Ml chara&er which fhiall be men* 
tioned ; is one, that heretofore was confined 
to the upper ranks: but one whdfe £rhi* 
leiples, irl the defcending contagion of. 
<fiifhion, have reached the middle walks of 
fefe; I mean that chara&er whom the world 
Je&ffe^ a tnari of honour." The mah of 
-this defcription ftudioufly practices- what* 
ever is creditable; and avoids whatever is 
discreditable, in the ckfs of fociety in which 
he moves* When the law of Obd accords 
with the rules, of the world, he follows it : 
not becaufe it is the law of God, but 
becaufe it is the rule of 'tlie : wc!rld. 
When the lavta of God and the rules of 
the world difagree; he prefers 'the world f6 
his Maker. His language concerning rftoral 
conduct is the language of pride; and 
(hews that reputation, not God, is the ob- 
je6t of his worfhip. Aik him why he 
ihuns any particular praftice. Does he 
reply, u Becaufe it is finful ?" The e*pre£ 
{ion is foreign to his lips. He anfwers; 
" Becaufe it is mean: becaufe it is hw% 
" becaufe it is degrading • becaufe it is- on* 

44 becoming 
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•* becoming a gentleman ; becaufe it is be- 
** neatb me: becaufe it is difhonourable" 
Why does he purfue a Ipecified line at 
condudl ? Becaufe it is acceptable to God ? 
Becaufe • it is conformable to the example 
of Jefus Chrift ? He thinks not of fuch a 
ftandard. He purfues it becauie it has the 
ftamp of fafhionable eftimation. Deftitute, 
it may be, of a grain of true religion, this 
man is regarded by multitudes as a model 
of perfe&ion ! 

With the goodnefs of thefe various cha- 
raftere, and of others which might have 
been described, lome praifed by one fet q( 
men, fome by another fet, and all of them 
extolled by themfelves, the world rings. 
In the midft of thefe univerfal encomiums, 
the mind naturally obferves to itfelf ; " If 
" all thefe different chara&ers are good men, 
" how eafy muft it be to be good ! And 
a how excellent muft the world be, which 
" contains {o much goodnefs ! " Now, un- 
fortunately for that view of the fubjeft, this 
reprefentation of the excellenceof the world, 
and of the eafinefs of being good, is not 
exadily the language of the Scriptures. 
The Scriptures {peak of the world as lying 
in wickedneft ; as being under the power 
of Satan* They pronounce ' its friendship 

Vol. II. I to 
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to be enmity with God. They a$t#i %hpt 
Chriftians are not to be copjforgied to jtyis 
world: that we are to be crucifie^ mitft 
the world ; that \£ we love the world, w£ 
ihall penfh with the world, Tfrenwitji 
refpeft to the facility of attaining goodnefs, 
the Scriptures aver that the imaginatiw of 
the heart of every man is evil from his 
youth : that the heart is by nature deceitful 
above all things, and defperately wicked. 
Their common reprefentation of a ChriiHan 
life is that of a ftate of war ; of a ftruggle 
for the maftery over fin ; of wreftling againft 
principalities and powers of darknefs. They 
call upon us to be good foldiers of Jelus 
Chrift ; to endure hardihip for Him; to tafee 
unto ourfelves the whole armour of God, 
the fhield of faith, the breaft-plate of righ- 
teoufnefs, the ftvord of the Spirit. They 
command us not to follow the multitude 
to do evil; but to walk in the narrow way, 
and ftrive to enter through the ftrait gate,, 
if we feek to inherit falyation. They 
teach us, with an immediate reference to 
the prevailing opinions of the world re- 
fpedting' goodijefs, how frequently that, 
which is highly efteemed among men is 
abomination in the fight of God. ' We may 
therefore feel well aflured, without minute 
4 inquiry, 
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Sh^uiry, that all tbiefe different dfelcriptions 
of men cannot be models o!f goodriefs. 
We may perhaps reafonably &lpe6l that 
'hot one of them is good. 

While We are thus bewildered in obfcu- 
frity and confufion, the word of God holds 
out a lantern to our paths. The word of 
God fets a good 'man before us; Barnabas 
was a good man. 

Here then at length We feel fblid ground 
under our feet. If we can afcertain what 
was the character of Barnabas, we -know 
what muft be the charafter of a good man. 
Let us examine therefore the circumftances 
which the Scriptures difclofe concerning 
him, 

Barnabas \ 'when he came, and bad feen 
the grace of God, was glad; and exhorted 
them all that with purpoje of heart they would 
cleave unto the Lord. For be was a good 
man ; and full of the Holy Gho/l, and of 
faith. 

I. Barnabas nzs full of the HolyGhoJt. 

What is the meaning of this expreffion ? 
Not merely, nor principally, that Barnabas 
poffeiTed the power of working miracles. 
For though he Undoubtedly was favoured, 
like other eminent Chriftians of his day^ 
with mafty extraordinary gifts of the Hoi/ 
I z Spirit ; 
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Spirit: no circumftance'of this nature is 
here recorded concerning him. The words 
are intended as a pi6ture of the flate of 
his heart • They defcribe him as fan&ified 
by divine grace : as being no longer of the 
world, even as Cbrift was not of the world $ 
as born again not of water only but of the 
Spirit-, as refcued from the dominion of 
inherent corruption, and created anew unto 
holinefs; as purified from the carnal mind 
which is not fubjeEt to the law of God, nei- 
ther can be fubje£t unto it, being in its 
effehce dire£Hy oppofed to it ; and as filled 
with the fruits of the Spirit, with all righ- 
teoufnefs and godlinefs, with holy views, 
holy principles, holy tempers, holy defires, 
holy purpofes, which are by Jefus Cbrift 
unto the glory and praife of God. 

Here you have one chara&eriftic of 
Goodnefs. 

II. Barnabas was full of faith. 

Barnabas could affirm, in the words of his 
companion, St. Paul, The life which I now 
lead in the fkjh, I lead by the faith of the 
Son of God i by whom the world is crucified 
unto me % and I unto the world. His faith 
was fincere, cordial, warm, energetic, pro- 
duftive. It was not a cold and naked af- 
fent to the hiftoricd truth of the a&ions of 

Chrift, 
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Ghrift, fuch as he might yield to a true ac- 
count of Pontius Pilate or of Judas. It* 
was not a barren {peculation dwelling in his 
head as a portion of abftraft knowledge, * 
like a curious principle in mechanics, or a * 
iubtle theorem in aftronomy. It was faith : 
in the Son of God, faith in a Saviour. He 
law the extent of his own corruption, the 
confeqtienccs of his own guilt. He was-> 
convinced that to refcue hini from that cor- 
ruption, to redeem him from thofe penal 
coniequences, the eternal Son of God had 
veiled his inherent glories, had become 
man, had laboured, had fufFered, had died. 
He felt that the life which was ranfomed 
was due to Him who had ranfomed it. 
His foul was filled with humble confidence, 
with adoring gratitude, with fervent love. 
With thefe emotions it was habitually filled. 
On that Saviour, to whom he owed all, he 
depended for all. To that Saviour, now 
exalted in human nature to the right hand 
of God, he looked with afFe&ionate af- 
furance for ftrength, and guidance, and 
mercy, and grace. He knew in whom he 
trufted. His works were the fruits of faith : 
and his faith was manifefted by his works. 
Here is a fecond charafteriftic of Good- 

nefs. 
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IJL fym$b^3t>btn Ac, came, andhadfeen. 
the grafe of G&iy was glad. 

Qn, the psr&cutiQu. of; the. Ghriftians 
which CQtpflaqnced with theinajtyrdonvof 
Stephen j nyjnbers: w s ere fcajtered: abroad: 
throughout Jwjea and; the fiirrounding* 
co\up tries ii), qweft of places , ofi fafety*- 
Whfrevfic; tfrqy,. came, they diffufed; the. 
knowledge qf the Gofpel::* and fotqt, of' 
them. tray^Jlsd as, far asi Antiocb, and» 
pfgac^ed tftft I*Qrcl Jeius to^ the. Grecian^ 
AY^ejiithe^ApoftJfiSvWhQ^ under, a.copvio 
tion ; of. thef r 4uty a$ ( _ leaders, of the .church, 
had rerflfciped : in thej .face; of danger at Je*. 
rufalem, were, informed :)iQW; figrially the 
Providence of God h^d .cavtfefi the difperr 
{ion of the Ghujiftians 4 tp. bec&GOA the inftru-» 
ment qft enlarging/ tfie ■ dpminioo of the 
faith ; they ,feiu forth, Barnabas ( te Antioch* 
that he : nyjgh$ eftajpliij* the, minds, of the 
new converts. When he bad arrived* and! 
had beheld; the grace .of God; when he 
was an eye w^iefs.of the number of j the. 
Grecian, dijfciples,. and: of: the efficacious 
working of the Spirit, of God , in . turning ■ 
them ; from* darknefs .to light, in leading! 
thern tq t the, knowledge of a. crucified Re- : 
deemer, and animating them with an %*• 
dent defire of that falvaticm which was. to. 

be 
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Hi obtaitfeft only through his merits ahd 
sftohemeiit: fa war glad. His bofbm fwel- 
fecfMftddight: with delight to fee the 
exaltation of his Mailer's glory, and the 
ckteitifion* of his kihgdom. He w6uld have 
rcfjbieddl hid he beheld no rnore than the 
tranquillity and outward comfort of his 
ffellbw ChrifHaiis, But the delight which 
iwallowed : up all other motives of joy was 
ti> beHbld the growing eftablifhment of the 
Siitch of Chriil: to behttld the Lord aJJ- 
tng'datlf to it JUcb* as jhouty befaved: to' 
iktifcid men orf the verge of deftru6Hon 
rtf$4^<r ccinftiotfs of thdir' danger, and 
rfa£fcr id grafp the hand ilretched out for 
tbeir deliverance : to behold finners turn- 
ing 1 With abh6rrence from their iniquities, 
arid glorifying the Lord th6ir Redeemer by 
newiifefs of life. 

Hefre you have a third feature in the cha- 
&£&r of a good man. 

I V. Barnabas * exhorted them all 9 that with 
fbrpdjh' of heart they would cleave unto the 

THiejoy of Barnabas did not'wafle itfelf 

in idle contemplation. His fenfe of duty 

permitted him not to (lumber. His love 

of Chrift conftrained him to labour for 
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Chrifl. His love of man .impelled him to 
the affiftance of man. At an earlier pe- : 
riod, when he had obfervedthe diftrcfs 
which prevailed among the poorer Chris- 
tians; haying land, he fold it, and brought 
the money, and laid it at the feet of the 
Apoftles, that it might be diftributed among 
his neceffitous brethren. On that oceafion 
he appears to have received, as $t. Luke 
informs us, from the Apoftles the name by 
which he was afterwards diftinguiihed : 
thefurname of Barnabas, which is, being in- 
terfreted % the Son of Conjblation (A). How 
many fufferers at that time experienced 
from his compaffion the comforts of food 
and raiment ! He now went about doing 
good, feeding . the hungry and clothing 
the naked, in another and an infinitely 
more beneficial manner. He went about 
as a minifter to mankind of thofe blefjGngs, 
which exclufively confer complete and, 
durable confolation : deliverance from fin, 
fpi ritual ftrength, fupport to the foul, the 
fyread of life, the garment of righteoufnefs* 
He exhorted them all : he negle&ed not 
the opportunity of promoting the eternal 
welfare of any individual. .He exhorted 
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them all, that with purpofe of heart they 
would cleave unto the Lord* He warned 
them individually of the fupreme import* 
ance of being faithful to Him, of whom 
they, profiled thenpfelves the difciples. He 
fet before them the heinous guilt, the tre- 
mendous consequences, of falling away. 
He taught them, that neither a temporary 
adherence to Chrift, nor an outward and 
formal confeflion of him, conftituted a 
Chriftian. He taught them that, if they 
would be acknowledged at the laft day as 
Chriftians, they muft confefs Chrift with 
devotednefs of heart unto the end ; confefs 
him by life and by death, by a&ing and 
by fuffcring: confefs him by renouncing 
the world; by living unto him; by peek- 
ing his favour, not that of man ; by ferving- 
bim in fpirit and in truth ; by cheerfully 
encountering for his fake the lofs of eafe, 
ef intereft, of reputation ; by receiving his 
law as the rule of life; and by a holy de- 
termination day by day to fubmit to hatred 
and danger, to ridicule and contempt, ra- 
ther than tranfgrefs any one of his com- 
mandments* 

Here you have a fourth mark, by which 
a good man is to be known. 

Though 



**2 Gotikejs mfirafe£hy 

Ifatogh I< haV»S, flfotfwttBy allotted- bttf 
tew -jfortfei to- tfce* fcH-egom'g p^ifcula*re-' 
yourpTftidtttfe, I feaiywHl allow me 1 ttf matee 1 
•Sttjy* very fliort a^plicfatibri. . 
; You hfcvfe ndW learned, froth 5 t&J m&\- : 
Kfele afcrthoritJJ of the^ Word- 6f God; the* 
efl'eiittel riattite of Go^diieft. Atcuftbttf 
y|fcirfefcK# uniformly' to efHiSatfe 6oodiife(^ 
tythefbtfptural ftandardV not By theflafed*-- 
*dt at thV WbrldJ- bftt by tHfc' ftandaHF of* 
Godl When you arfe to s forM an 1 optoW 
»MM3eifcin£ other ntenV e^nime'' aHd 1 ddn-' 
fide> £&> hbpfe-- ah« judge v^ith' charity :' 
tfctj ifyou' ate' to 'judge' at* all,, judge' by 
Script-ire 1 . AbW'atl tHihgs; let' Ac* Scrips 
tibtcs be your 1 guide in judging of your-* 
•felvea. The^ orderly man 1 nia!y : make de- - 
cofcum hi*Wdol ; : ttfcKbeTal main; liberality : 
the indtiftriotte mani itiduftry : the' cautious-' 
man,' w'arin'efs^ the'goodihkimbured- many 
pi&pularity 1 in focial'intercourfe: the votary'' 
of honour, reputation. The wbrffiipper 
of each of thefe idols'may obtain- frotrt £ the-' 
ftforld; the character of Goodnefs. But if 
you are one of thefe wormippefs, : let the" 
world extol your goodnefs as it may 1 , you* 
•tf e/ not a good 'man. While* you worfhip 
any on? of the.fe idols* while ytfu w6rfhi'p'f 

any 
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any idol, you aannot be a* good mam Da 
you'defire to attain Goodnefs? Look to the 
<;hona£ter of Barnabas. Obferve the pro* 
rainent features in his portraits Do yon 
pejceive in yourfelf a genuine refembjance* 
to them* Arc you* like Barnabas* full of 
the Holy Gboft? Is* your bofbnvthe abode: 
of Chriftfcui graces; of humility and felf- 
ateufenYeflt; of unfeigned repentance;' of 
purity and : fpiritual-mind6dtiefs ( ; of meek- 
ness*, loiig-fuffering, andt forgivenefs; of 
grateful love to the all-fuffioient Redeemer ? j 
h it y atleafVyour conftant prayer to be* 
ffifediwith'tHefe and other gifts of the Holy' 
Spirit; and your fervent defire to-be .atr 
example of them I Are you, like Barnabas, 
fulloffaitb?* Is your faith a faith in the' 
Lord Jefcs ? ' Is your faith a living faith? * 
Has it. weaned you- from all reliance on' 
jourfelf to habitual dependence on Chrift ? ■ 
Does it conftrain you to a life of zealous * 
obedience full of every * good word and* 
work? Or, when your confcience upbraids : 
the weaknefs* of yew faith; is ypur fop* 
plication that'of the affh&ed father of the' 
youth poflafled by an evil Spirit, Lordh 
I believe; help thou mine unbelief ? Are you, 
lik$ B»nabas> £/<&/ ?ak« yon fee the grace. 
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qfGodf Do you feel warmly interred in 
the fucceis of the Gofpel ? Do yqu. feel the 
caufe of Chrift as yqur caufe ? Is the caufe ^ 
of Chrift that, caufe which beyond all others 
you have at heart ? When a (inner is re- 
claimed, when a righteous man makes a, 
progrefs in holiftefs; dp you delight in 
the reflexion that.it is • your God, your 
Redeemer* your greateft Benefa&or, who is 
glorified ? Are you, like Barnabas, vigilant 
and earneft to embrace every fit oppor- 
tunity of encouraging others to cleave unto 
tie Lord with purpofe of heart? To bring 
others unto the lpve, and obedience of 
(Jhrift is not an office peculiar to the.mi- 
nifters of religion. To them it is more 
especially committed. By them it is to be 
exercifed in a manner different . from that 
which becomes thofe, who are not ordained 
to the miniftry. .But in an appropriate 
jncafure and degree, watchfulnefs and ex* 
ertion to impart religious knowledge and 
afliftance belong to every man. They are 
teftimonies of love to God and man re- 
quired from every one. They are tefti- 
monies which every one who loves God 
and man cannot but be folicitous to ren- 
tier. Are they teftimonies which in your . 
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families, among your friends," among yiiui 
acquaintance, among your neighbours, you 
are anxious properly to render ? 

Finally: in' examining yourfelves by the 
fcriptural chara&ers of Goodnefs, take all 
of them together. Venture not to think 
of putting afunder . qualifications which 
God has infeparably joined. More efpe- 
cklly beware of being enfhared into the 
prevailing and very fatal delufion, of ima<- 
gining that Goodnefs confifts in benevo- 
lence. Benevolence can be at the utmoft 
but one part of Goodneis. It is a part of 
Goodnefs which, if it ftands alone, is no- 
thing. What could it avail you to love, 
your neighbour as yourfelf; if you do not 
love the Lord your God with all your 
heart ? Nay the greateft a6ls of kindnefs to 
your fellow-creatures may be entirely des- 
titute of Goodnefs. St. Paul avers that, 
although you beftow all your poffeffions 
to feed the poor, the deed will profit you 
nothing if you have not charity : if you 
have not a cordial love to man founded oa 
love to God. You . may lay down your 
life, if you are a parent, from affe6Hon to 
your children ; and yet be no more ferving 
God by the facrifice, no more be afting 
under the influence of religion, than the 

brute 
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brute animal which encounters death in 
defence of its young. The quality of a 
deed is ftamped by the motive* On every 
occafion examine not only what you do, 
but why you do it. Nothing is fervice to 
God, but that which is done from love to 
God. Does either reafon, or the Gofpel 
authorirfe you to expeft that God fhould 
reward a deed which is not intended as 
iervice to Hini ? Let me leave before you 
this praftical truth ; and may divine grace 
imprefs it upon your bofoms : that nothing 
is Goodnefs, which does not proceed from 
love to God ; and that no one is a good 
man, unlefs the love of God be habitually 
the ruling principle of his life. 
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£ wry 00* /&*/ is proud in Heart is an Abomi- 
nation to tbt Lord. 

TN the maladies which aflault the human 
* body, a marked diftin&ion prevails as to 
the relative extenfivenefs of their influenced 
Of fome the force is nearly exhaufted upon 
the organ or the limb on which they faften. 
Others, deeply rooted in the conftitution, 
pervade the general fyftem : and in every 
different ftate of the frame, and in every 
different mode of life, advance their machi- 
nations, and prepare their final triumph. 
Fulnefs of blood ■ ftimulates the internal 
foe : debility meets it with languid refift- 
ance: exertion accelerates its progrefs: 
tedentary habits facilitate its inroads. A 

kindred 
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kindred analogy difcriminates the dis- 
tempers of the niind. Some, as hatred 
and terror, firmly fixing upon particular 
obje&s, are little excited on ordinary occa- 
sions. Others, afpiring to general fway, 
find, under all circumftances and at every 
period, opportunities of gratification.. Of 
paffions of this charader the moft eminent 
is Pride. Juftly does it claim the denomi- 
nation of an univerfal paffion. Age or fex 
or Situation exempts not from its control. 
Body and mind, virtues and vices, it prefles 
into its fervice. The heart may ficken, the 
understanding may recoil, at the profpedh 
But on , every fide the fcene is the fame. 
We behold men proud in health, proud in 
the chamber of difeafe; proud in public,* 
ptoud in retirement ; proud of their fru- 
gality, proud of their profufion m T proud of 
their fobriety, proud of their intemperance; 
proud of their pride ; proud of their hu- 
mility. 

Liften to the charafter afcribed by diffe- 
rent families to each other. How general 
is that of pride ! To lbme households 
covetoufnefs is attributed as an hereditary 
failing ; to lbme, irafcibility ; to fbrne, fiii- 
picion. How much larger is the number 
to which pride is imputed ! How few are 

even 
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.even the individuals among your acquain- 
tance whom, Sooner' of later, you have not 
known to be delineated as proud ! How 
frequently has the charge, whether true or 
falfe, whether urged againft families or in- 
dividuals, been brought forward through 
the- impulSe of pride in' the perSbn who 
advances it ! Of the bickerings, the jealou- 
sies, the offences, the diflikeS, which fe- 
parate neighbours from each other, how 
large a proportion originates in Pride, ma- 
nifested by one party or by both ! 

In the day ye eat of the fruit of the tree 
which is in the midji of the garden^ faid the 
author of evil to our firft parents, then your 
eyes Jhall be opened '; and ye Jhall be as gods> 
knowing good and evil. Pride was the pa£- ^ 
fion to which he addrefled himfelf. Who 
art thou amons: the defcendants of the ori- 
ginal tranfgreSTors, who accurately Scruti- 
nifeft thy bofom, and dete&eft not pride at 
the bottom of thy heart ? Who art thou 
that, after impartial and comprehensive 
Scrutiny, difcerrteft not pride to be more 
powerful in thy bofom than almoft any 
other,- if not than every other; rebellious 
propensity ? 

In order that we may the more diftiri&ly 
Contemplate pride as to its nature and its 
confequences ; let us, in the firft place, con- 
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fider fomc of its modes of operation i fc- 
condly, its contrariety to religious principle 
and to the example of our Lord : and,, 
thirdly, the judgements wlych by the ap- 
pointment of God have been annexed to- 
il. We fhall then be prepared to apply 
ibme concluding reflexions to ourfelves. 

I. Let us begin with the confederation 
of national pride*. Trace in geographical 
order the feveral kingdoms and ftates by 
which we are furrounded. Inquire the- 
chara<fter of each from attentive obfervers^ 
to whom by long familiarity it has been, 
developed. You will perceive different 
regions refpe&ively ieparated and defined 
by appropriate marks of moral difcrimina- 
tion: and you will perceive one mark 
■extended to alL This people will be de- 
icribed as courageous ^ that, as interefted ;. 
that, as fickle; that* as circum(pe&. But, 
before the defcriptioa. be completed, you: 
will hear each characterized as proud* 
Liften to the voice of nations converting* 
with each other in the public language of 
manifeftoes and memorials* How often is* 
pride the mafter-note by which the whole ' 
{train and cadence is governed 1 Liften to. 
their moft retired intercourfe imparted by 
the records of fecret negotiation. The- 
7 mafter- 
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mafter-note is the fame. What is the moft 
frequent, the moft obftinate impediment to 
the fuccefsful conclufion of the treaty? 
Pride : Pride fomctimes wearing the fea- 
tures of emulation ; (bmetimes of ambition; 
fometimes of refentment; fometimes of 
policy i hurt under every form and at every 
ftep difclofing its inherent charafier. When 
an injury has been hazarded; on what 
ground does the difficulty of obtaining re- 
paration commonly reft ? On the value of 
the invaded right? Seldom either wholly 
or principally. It was probably at the 
inftigation of pride that the aggreflbr made 
the feizure. It is pride which inftigates 
his ftruggles to retain it. Prudence, how- 
ever, or timidity deters him from the con* 
teft. He is not unwilling to reftore his 
prize. But he cannot brook humiliation* 
He muft not feem to admit that he Iras 
done wrong. He muft not appear to havp 
been forced into reftitution. The difgrace of 
conceflion muft be veiled. Some fpecious 
pretence muft be framed : fome ofterifible 
equivalent devifed : fbme decent interval 
allowed. His pride muft be managed : his 
dignity muft be confulted : his honour muft 
be faved. Such are the difclofures, fuch is 
the language, of diplomatic annals. 

• K 2 Throw 
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Throw your eye acro& the narrow bulv 
wark of waters, by which the prpvidence 
of the Moft High has divided and defended 
us from the Continent; and .you behold 
one of the moft gigantic of the examples of 
national pride which have ever aftoniihed 
an indignant or a fubjugated world. * Our 
concern, however, is with ourfelves. 'Judge 
not, that ye be not judged. In? all our in- 
quiries, national or perfonal, refpe&ing the 
'conformity of our motives and our pra&ice 
to fome ipecific branch of mor&l and reli- 
gious ^duty; the important qtiefHon, the 
queftion at iffue between ourfelve9 and our 
God, is not whether others have not of- 
fended more $ but whether we are not 
offenders. Look on the page of modern 
hiftory ; Call to mind our public language 
and tranfa&iohs within the cotnpafs of your 
own memory r and declare in the pretence 
of. a God of truth, a God who fearcheth 
the heart, whether the vaun tings of national 
pride have not on numerous occafions been 
difplayed. When we have Shaded to the 
relative rank which we have fuftained 
among the kingdoms of Europe, to the re- 
fpeft and the awe with which the Britifh. 
name is regarded in diftant quarters of the 
globe : is it icldom that our hearts have 

cherifhed 
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eherfthed the emotions and our tongues 
uttered the Voice of arrogance ? Has Pro- 
vidence blefled us with a viftory ? Has it 
thus made the moft forcible appeal to our 
humility ; thus addrefled itfelf to our gra- 
titude by beftowing, notwithftanding our 
many fins and provocations, a fignal and 
unmerited bletfing? What has been the 
popular cry ? ** Bfehold, a proud day for 
"England!" Has the Divine Wifdom 
fummoned us to felf-abafement by defeat ? 
How has the fummons been obeyed ? City 
and country have refounded with the excla- 
mation of felf-fufficient confidence : " We 
" muft roufe the proud fpirit of Britons !" 
Even on the perilous edge of that conteft for 
life, and for every earthly objeft dearer than 
life, to which we, at this moment, are hur- 
ried by an inveterate and frantic foe; how 
generally in the fenate and in the private 
circle, no Iefs than on the parade and in the 
camp, is national' pridd, under various forms, 
addrefled, applauded, puflied forward to 
additional Qxcefles ! W*>e to the fenfelefs 
counfellors of this world vthojpeak well of 
pride, which God abborreth. Proud and 
haughty /corner is bis name, who dealeth in 
proud wrath {a). Shall the counfel of the 

(*) Prov. xxi. 24. 

K 3 haughty 
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haughty ftand ? Pride goetb before dejlruc- 
tion ; and an haughty fpirit before a fall (£). 
There is no king faved by the multitude of an 
hofi : a mighty man is not delivered by much 
firength (c). Let us diligently prepare our 
hofts for battle ; but on the Lord of Hofts 
be our dependence. Away with every 
lofty, look, every boaftful word, every proud 
imagination of the heart. Put on, as the 
ek£t of God, holy and beloved \ humbknefs 
of mind (d). So may we meekly hope " 
that the Lord of Hofts (hall go forth with 
our armies. 

Turn to the walks of private life. In 
every place pride encounters you. Contem- 
plate fome of its ordinary appearances. 

Survey the man who is intoxicated by 
pride of birth. Forgetful that the long 
line of his anceftry may have been con- 
, fpicuous rather for fuccefs than for defert, 
for talents than for virtue: forgetful that 
the glory of their fuccefs, the praife of 
their defert, was due not to themfelves but 
to Him, from whom is every good and 
perfed gift : forgetful that the merit of 
anceftors allures not hereditary excellence 
to their defcendent, but renders its abfence 

(J) Prov. xvl i S. (,) pc xxxiii. 16. 

(d) CoLiii. is. 

more 
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more degrading : forgetful that the bum- 
bleftof bis menials, the inoft delpiied of 
the beggars whom he pafles in the ftreet, 
clakn a pedigree which terminates in Adam, 
may look back on paradife as the natal feat 
of their progenitors ; he fcorns the mafs of 
his fellow-creatures as men of yefterday ; 
and deems himfelf entitled to homage as 
though he were a being of a higher nature ; 
a being who had condefcended to ftep 
down from a fuperior orb, to receive for 
a time the reipelt and admiration of the 
inhabitants of this lower fphere. 

Advert to pride of authority. The exerciio 
of power affords to pride the moil folid 
gratification. JFrom the higheft chair of office 
to the bench of the conftable; from the 
general who vaunts of armies at his diipofal, 
to the iportfman who exults in the extent 
of fislds, fields perhaps belonging to others, 
over which he is legally authoriied to per- 
fecute the animal jace; in the hufband, in 
the parent, in the landlord, in the matter ; 
at home and abroad, in bufinefs, in amufe- 
ment ; in the eagernefs of forae to direft, 
in the relu£iance of others fo obey; we 
learn the eniiiaring and encroaching influ- 
ence of pride ; we learn how dear to the 
heart of the proud is praftical command. 
K 4 Obferve 
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- Obfcrve the pride of wealth. What 
toil, what folicitude, what confinement, 
what felf-denial, what.wearifome and per- 
fevering induftry, are devoted to the efta- 
blifhment of ;a name for opulence ! To be 
^cpinent on i the exchange, in the refbrts 
of commerce ; to be pointed out as a man 
rifing in credit and thriving in his enter- 
prizes; to difcern the gaze of envy in 
others, themfeives high in the catalogue of 
the wealthy ; how flattering, how gratify- 
ing ! Through the pride of his countenance, 
God is not in all his thoughts {e). To his 
Own fagacity, vigilance, and exertion he 
afcribes the praife : to himfelf he offers in- 
cenfe. My power, he cries, and the might 
of tfiy hand have gotten me this wealth (J). 
From the pride of accumulation and pof- 
feffion advert to the pride of displaying 
riches. See new apartments added to the 
already comfortable manfion. See the 
number of domeftics enlarged. See the 
fplendour of furniture and the luxury of 
the table augmented. See contempt of 
expence affe&ed. See the praife of mag* 
nificence afliduoufly purfued. See pride, 
by a variety of petty arts adapted to the 

(0 Pfahn x. 4. (/) Dei?t. viiL 17. 

purpofes 
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purposes of ofteritation ftooping to contrive 
its own indulgence. 

Contemplate the pride of genius, intel- 
le&, and talents. Under how many dif- 
ferent fhapes is it exhibited ! Sometimes 
it manifefts itfelf in difdain of induftry, as 
indicative of dulnefs : fometimes in the love 
of Angularity and, paradox: fometimes in 
boldnefs of fpeculation, and extravagance 
of conje&ure : fometimes in pronenefs to 
ftigmatize received opinions as vulgar pre- 
judices; and in fceptical repugnance to 
acquiefce in any truth not completely cir- 
cumfcribed within the fpan of human com- 
prehenfion : fometimes in relu&ance to 
difcern and acknowledge the neceffity of 
univerfal and exclufive dependence on 
Divine Grace for ftrength tfnder trials; 
and, when the vaunted powers of the un- 
aided mind prove unable to fuftain the foul, 
in fretfulnefs, impatience, complaints of 
unmerited hardfhips, and apen accufations 
of the impartiality and goodnefs of God. 
Sometimes it betrays itfelf by overweening 
ideas which the individual ill difguifes of 
the extent of his own powers, and by his 
unbounded eftimation of their importance : 
fometimes by open fcorn of ordinary men, 
and of the fobriety of common fenfe : fome- 
times 
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times by unwarranted daringnefs of enter- 
prife, and prefumptuous confidence of fuc- 
cefs. Sometimes it is difplayed in impa- 
tience of contradiction, in oracular fenten- 
tioufnefs, in a di&atorial delivery of opiuion; 
fometimes in the authoritative claim, or in 
the pretended contempt, of applaufe : fome- 
times in antipathy to real or imaginary- 
rivals; and in determined averfion to recog- 
nize merit in others, efpecially in any perfon 
diftinguiflied by qualities of mind, kindred 
to thofe in which this votary of pride makes 
his boaft. 

Obferve the pride of literary and profes- 
sional attainments. Behold the man of 
learning in his library fwelling with con- 
fcious erudition. Behold him fhunning 
fociety with fullen fupercilioufnefs : or 
coming forth into the world a haughty 
polemic, difplaying himfelf in the field of 
controverfy as a gladiator in the Circus ; 
eager to draw the eyes of the fpe&ators to 
admiration of his prowefs ; combating for 
victory rather than for truth ; loading and 
ftifFening the moft familiar fubjedt of di£- 
courfe with dogmatical arrangement and 
the pedantry of quotation; engaging in 
iocial converfe with the manners and tern* 
pcrs of a difputant ftudious to exhibit his 

pre-eminence, 
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pre-eminence, and, in the fpirit of literary 
ddpotifm, to frown down or bear down 
of>pofition. Confider the different profef- 
fiotis, whether defigned primarily for the 
fupport or for the embellishment of life : and, 
behold in the condu& of numbers who 
have attained to diftindion a melancholy 
proof of ^the facility with which pride in- 
iinuates itfelf into dominion over the heart* 
Skill, ingenuity, fuccefs, how often, inftead 
of humbling the mind with a conviftion 
of the bounteous goodnefs of God, do they 
inflate it with felf- complacency ; and tempt 
it to afcribe to itfelf the powers which arc 
the gift, and the events which are the ap- 
pointment, of the Moft High ! 

Several other forms under which pride 
reveals itfelf might be diftinguifhed by par- 
ticular notice : more efpecially the pride of 
fafliion, which, at one time, allies itfelf with 
vanity ; at another, affuming a loftier deport- 
ment, conftitutes the charafter recently de- 
lineated, on a preceding occafion, whom the 
world denominates the man of honour (g). 
But is there not yet an example of pride too 
portentous to be paffed over in lilence, or 



' (?) See the preceding Sermon ; and alfo vol. i. p. 380 
-383. 

to 
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to lurk under the vaguenefe of general ex- 
preffions ? There is an example which 
unfolds more glaringly than any or than all 
of thofe- which have hitherto been adduced, 
the odioufnefs, the malignity, the heinouC- 
nefs of this univerfal paffion. Who is this 
model of deformity ? Who is this that, 
Hke Leviathan in the waters, is a king over 
the children of pride (J>) ? The man of 
Spiritual pride. The man who, with the 
fpirit of the Pharifee, exclaims, God, I thank 
thee, that I am not as other, men are{t). 
The man who, from the pinnacle of felf- 
righteoufnefs looking Scornfully down upon 
his neighbour, cries, Stand by thyfelf: come 
not near to . me : for I am holier than 
thou (£). • > 

II. Refleft on the irreconcilable con- 
trariety between pride and religious prin* 
ciple, as that principle ftands recorded in 
the Scriptures, and exemplified in the cha- 
racter of our Lord Jefus Chrifh 
.' The corner-ftone of Chriftian virtue,, of 
Chriftian faith, is humility. » What was the 
raoft powerful obftacle to the converlion of 
the Jews ? Pride : Pride which forbade 

(£) Job, xli. 34. (/) Luke, xviii. il. 

(it) lfaiah, Ixv. 5. 

them 
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them to renounce their expe&ations of a 
triumphant Meffiah, and their confidence 
in their perfonal righteoufnefs : Pride, which 
aggravated the offence of the Crofs, the. 
ignominy of acknowledging a Redeemer 
who had died between two malefaftgrs: 
Pride, which permitted them not, when 
they had crucified the Matter, to liften to 
thefervants : Pride, which prohibited them 
from brookitig the extin&ion of the Mofaid 
ritual, and the admiffion of Samaritans and 
Gentiles into favour 'with God'ahd commu- 
nion with the defcendants of Jacob. What 
obftacle chiefly impeded the converfibn of 
the Romans and the Greeks ? Pride : Pride, 
which flf*med : them with the thought 1 of 
accepting a religion Sprung from Jiidea, and 
difclaincimg the' fubtkties and the parade of 
philofcphy. What is the primary fburceof 
modern unbelief ? Pride : Pride, which' re- 
fiifes to do homage to the wifdom of keve- 
lation, and bow the neck to the yoke of the 
Gofpel. On whom did JefusChrift find it the 
moft difficult to make an impreflron? On 
thQ extortioner and the unchafte ? The pub* 
. licans and harlots, laid he, to the haughtyPha* 
rifees, go into the kingdom of God before you (J). 

(/) Matt. xxi. 31. 

Whom 
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Whom did his Apoftlcs the moft eafily per- 
fuade ? The man diftinguifhed by rank or 
knowledge ? Not many wife men after the 
JUjb % replies St. Paul, not many mighty ^ not 
many noble are called. But God hatb cbofen 
the foolijh things of this world to confound 
the wife: and God bath cbofen the weak 
things of the world to confound the things 
which are mighty: and hafe things of the 
world and things which are defpifed hatb 
God cbofen (m) : the ignorant, becaufe they 
were not too proud to learn; the poor, 
becaufe they were alfo poor in fpirit ; the 
humble in ftation, becaufe they were alio 
lowly in mind. Whom does the expe* 
rience of minifters of religion now pro- 
nounce leaft open to conviction ? The di£? 
boneft ^nd the diflblute ? No. The cold 
and carelefs {corner. Compared with the 
man whole heart is (hut up in ielf-righ-» 
teoufnefs, or fteeled by inveterate contempt, 
the abandoned profligate is a hopeful fub- 
je6t of converlion. Do you wonder then 
to hear the voice of the Scriptures raifed 
in continual admonitions againft Pride, in 
pontinual exhortations to humility ? Itt the 
mouth of' the foolijh is a rod of Pride. The 

(») l Cor. i. 26—28. 

Lord 
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Lord batetb a proud look. A high look and 
€ proud heart is Jin. Pride and arrogancy 
do I bate. Every one that is proud in heart 
is an abomination to the Lord. The Pride of 
life is not of the Father, but of the world. 
If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. When Pride cometb % 
then cometh Jhame: but with the lowly is 
wifdom. Be clothed with humility : for God 
refijletb the proud, but giveth grace to the 
bumble. Thus faith the high and lofty One 
that inhabjteth eternity, whqfe name is Holy ; 
I dwell with him that is of an bumble fpirit. 
Wbofbever exalt eth bitnfelf Jball be abqfedi 
and he that bumble tb himfelf jhall be exalted. 
Serve the Lord with all humility of mind. 
Walk humbly with thy God(ti). 

So {peak the warnings aiid the precepts 
of Scripture.. How fpeaks the example of 
our Lord? Being in the form of God, and 
thinking it not robbery to be equal with God * 
be made himfelf of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a fervant and was 
made in the likenefs of men : and being foind 
ipfajhion as a man, he bumbled himfelf and 
became obedient unto death, even the death 

(n) Prov. xiv. 3. vi. 17. xxi.4. viii. 13. xvi. j. xL z. 
1 John, ii. 15, 16. 1 Pet, v. 5. Ifaiah, Ivii. 15. Lulce*. 
xiv. 11. A#s, xx, 19. Micab, vj. 3. 
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of the Ctofs (o). Though by nature God, 
voluntarily to become man ; to be born in 
the meaneft ftation ; to be deftitute of a 
place where to lay his head ; to feleft af- 
ibciates and difciples of the loweft rank; 
to be the fcorn of the wealthy and the 
powerful ; to lead a life of continual toil, 
of uncealing peril ; to deliver himfelf into 
the hands of his implacable enemies ; to 
iubmit to be the jeft of the rabble, the de- 
rifion of the foldiery ; to hide not his face 
from fhame and {pitting ; to bear the reed, 
the crown of thorns, the purple robe ; 
to hear a feditious murderer preferred be- 
fore him : to endure with meeknefs this 
aggravated malignity, this extremity of in- 
fult, from creatures whom his word had 
formed, tohom his word could inftantly 
have annihilated ; to die between two thieves 
by the moft ignominious mode of death; to 
die thus, praying for his deftroyers ; to die 
thus as an atoning facrifice for a rebellions 
and apoftate world ; is not this Humility ? 
Is it not humility ftupenclous, furpaffing ex- 
ample, ftretching the limits of human com- 
pfehenfion ? This was the mind which was 
in Chrifi J ejus. Followers of Chrift Jefus ! 

(a) Philipp. ii. 6—8. 

Let 
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Let this mhid be in you(p). Come, faith, 
your Lord, and learn of Me : for lam meek 
and lowly in heart (q)* I have given you> 
he exclaims in concluding a prafhcal lef* 
fon of humility ; J have given you an ex- 
ample that ye Jhould do as I Aave done (r). 
This was the mind which was in Chrift 
Jefus* Followers of Chrift Jefus 1 let this 
mind be in you* 

1IL Behold in the fpecial judgements by 
which the Almighty has in former ages 
manifefted his indignation againft Pride, 
the vengeance which it has at all times to 
expe& from his unchangeable abhorrence. 

The judgements with which the Supreme 
Being chaftifes nations for a particular fin 
are not only penal infli&ions upon the whole 
people colledively, but fpecial tokens of 
difpleafure againft every individual guilty 
of the offence. What is the fin which 
ftands pronjinent in the annals of holy writ, 
as havipg difclofed peculiar enormity by 
drawing down in the moil fignal manner 
national vengeance from above? Pride; 
What is the fin which hath drawn down 



(f) Philipp. ii. 5. (?) Mattb. xi. 28, 29. • 

(r) John, xiii. 15, 

Vol. 1L L the 
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the moft fcbnfpicuqus vengeance bn intfitT> 
dual chAra&ers? Pride. Why dbth God 
decrefe the deftru&ion of Moab? Moitb ¥ 
faith God, Jhati be deflroftd froik being a 
people, becaufe be bath magjnijkdbimfelfagalnft 
tbe Lord. We have beard the pride of Moab: 
be is exceeding proud > bis IbftinefSy and hi* 
arrogancjr, and bis pride, and tbe brfugbtinef} 
of his heart (j). Why is Edbtii to peffth f 
Tbe pride of thine hpart hath deceived thee 2 
therefore Edom fhall be a denotation (*). 
Why is Tyre to be d'emolifhed for eVer ¥ 
Becaufe her heart is fifted up, the Lord of 
Hofts hath purpofed to fiaih the pride of nit 
her gloy (u}. -Why is Babylon doomed to 
perpetual ruin ? Behold, I am agaikfl thee f 
O thou moft proud, faith tbe Lord God of 
Hofls. Call together tbe archers againfi 
Babylon : all ye that bend the brio, camp 
againft her round a$oitt\ let none efcape: 
recompenje her according to her work : for 
fbe bath been proud agtiinft the Lord{yo). 
Why was Ifrael menaced with devouring 
vengeance ? Becaufe their heart n&as exalted t 
becaufe tbe pride of Ifrael teftified to bis 
face(x)* Why was the king of Aflyria 

(j) Jerem. xlviii. 29. 42. Ifaiah, xvi. 6. (/) Jerbnu 
xlix/16, 17. (*) Ezek. xxviii. 2. JORaiah, xxtfi. <> 

(<w) Jerem. I.29. 31. (x) Hofea,xiii. 6» vii. 10. 

rea- 
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rendered a toonument of divine wrath ? 
Becaufe thou baft exalted thy voice and lifted 
mp thine eyes againfi the Holy One of Ifraei^ 
I will punifh the fruit of the jlout heart of 
the king of Ajfyria and the glory of his high 
looks (y). Why was Nebuchadnezzar dri- 
ven from his throne to herd with the beafts 
of the field ? Becaufe his heart was lifted up 
and bis mind was hardened with Pride (#)♦ 
Why was Uzziah branded with incurable 
leprofy, and cut off from the houfe of the 
Lord ? Becaufe bis heart alfb . was lifted 
up (a), and impelled him with obftinate 
preemption to invade the office of the 
prieft* Why was Hezekiah punifhed with 
the prophetic intelligence that his treasures 
fliould be the prey, and his pofterity the 
captives, of the Babylonians f Becaufe he 
exhibited with often tatious arrogance the 
riches with which God had blefTed him* 
Hezeki&h rendered not again according to the 
benefit done unto him; for his heart was 
lifted up: therefore there was wrath upon 
him (£)» How did God bring Ahitophel 
to deftru&ion? By mortifying that pride 
of wifciom with which he was inflated. 

O) N a Kings, xix. 22. Ifaiah, x. 12. (z) Daniel, 

V. 20. (a) 2 Chron. xxvi. 18. (4) * Chron. 

xxxii. 25. aod fee x Kings, xx. 13—18. and Ifaiah, xrtix. 

La The 
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The covnfel of Ahitophel was in thofe days 
as if a man bad enquired at the oracle of God* 
And when be Jaw that bis counfel was not 
follow cd^ be arofe and banged himfelf(c\ 
Wny was Herod fmitten by aa Angel and 
eaten, while yet alive, of worms ? Becaufe 
in the arrogance of his heart be gave not t$ 
God the glory (d). What was the fource 
of that lukewarmnefs in the Laodiceaus, 
againft which the divine indignation is pro- 
claimed ? Spiritual Pride. Thou fayejt, I 
am rich y and encreafed with goods and have 
need of nothing {e). Behold on how many 
forms of Pride the recorded judgements of 
the Moft High have fallen ! All thefe things 
happened unto them for enjamples : and they 
are written for our admonition (f)* 

My brethren ! has it been needful to en- 
ter into larger details ? Is not Pride con* 
vi&ed as in every fhape utterly unchriftian; 
ag the primary caufe of the fall of Man; as 
in all ages the foundation of the moft hei- 
nous fins, of the moft tremendous judge- 
ments ? Yet have ye not beheld Satan tranf- 
formed into an angel of light ? Have ye not 
.beheld Pride ufurping the femblance of 
Virtue? Have ye not heard Pri4e loaded 

(c) a Sam. xvi. 23. xvii. 23. {d) Actt»xii. aj. 

<«) Rev. iii, 17. (/) 1 Cor, x. 11, 

with 
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with panegyric, recommended to imitation ? 
Have ye not heard of proper Pride, of 
decent Pride, of honourable Pride, of manly 
Pride? Do you not incefiantly hear this 
jargon from the lips of profefled Chriftians? 
Proper Pride, decent Pride, honourable 
Pride, manly Pride ! Talk rather of proper 
malignity ; of decent blafphemy ; of ho- 
nourable barbarity; of manly murder! 
Be not deceived: God is not mocked. Pride, 
with whatever epithets it may be attended, 
under whatever decorations it mav be di£ 
guiied, is Pride, is fin. That the proud in 
heart ftiould vindicate Pride ; that by fubtle- 
ties of expreffion and delufive diftin&ions 
they fhould labour to provide excufes and 
pleas for the indulgence of their ruling 
paffion, is not wonderful. Leave Pride to 
the proud • Be not ye corrupted by evil 
communication to call evil good, and dark- 
neis light. The word of God is your ftan- 
dard. By that ftandard try every word, 
and motive, and temper, and afiHon. 

Pride is ever fetting up itfelf againft 
Heaven. When it looks to God, it is 
with a defire of being freed from depen- 
dence on Him. When it confiders men, 
it undervalues His gifts to others; and 
prompts us to aft, with refpeft to His gifts 
L 3 to 
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to ourfelves, as though they were inherent 
in us, or were our due. Hence the fretful 
impatience of the prefiimptuous under the 
laws and difpenfations of Infinite Wifdom. 
-Hence the fcornful eye and the boaftftfl 
tongue. Hence, in the daily paths af com- 
tnon life, men avow thcmfelves proud of 
the fuccet's, proud of the marks of favour* 
of preference, of honour, by which they 
are diitinguiflred. What are thefe diftinc- 
tions but calls for gratitude and humility ? 
When St. Paul, comparing the extent of 
Jiis exertions with thofe of the other Apos- 
tles, incidentally exclaims, / laboured more 
abundantly than they all; with what fbli- 
citude does he inftantly guard the €Kpre£ 
4ion againft the imputation of feeming 
Pride — Yet not I ; but the grace tfGod v>hicfx 
was with me (g) / Whoever thou art who 
„ -glorieft, .give the glory to Gpd. Who tnaketb 
thee to differ from another? And what baft 
thou, that thou didjl not receive ? Now if thou 
didft receive it^ why doft thou glory as if thou 
badfi not received it {IS) f 

Finally, inifcrutinifirig .your own bofcm 
that you may difcover whether it is under 
the influence of Pride, inveftigate with the 

(jf) 1 Cor. xv. 10. (A) .1 Cor. iv. 7. 

minuteft 
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mrouteft accuracy your icB&tions in cafes 

of competition. Men, refle&ing with com* 
placency on their affable deportment to- 
wards .their jn/erlors, p$ fh^t ground take 
frequent credit with themfelves for humi- 
lity : and a&ually become puffed up with 
arrogance in the contemplation of their 
imaginary meeknefs. But bring th$m into 
contaft with their equals and rivals : and 
the dominion of Pride is flagrant. Unlefs 
your bofom ig Cwjt,) ed by unaffe&ed humi- 
lity in your intercourfc with equals and with 
rivals; unlefs habitually and univerfally 
you mind not high thing* \ conceive not that 
you are not the flave of Pride becaufe you 
fondefctnd to men ef/oiy efiate (/), 

(1) Rom. xii. |& 
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£eal illuftrated by the Chjira&cr of Jehu, 



a Kings, x. 16. 

Come nplth me, and fee my zeal for tbt 
Lord. 

TN regions where civilization . has made 
A but feeble advances, opinions grofsly 
erroneous prevail concerning fome of the 
moft valuable produ6lions of the earth, 
JSubftances which, among nations enlight- 
ened by fcience, are daily introduced with 
(ignal utility in medicine, in manufafhires, 
\n various arts which iinoothen or ejnbel- 
lifli the paths of life, are indifcriminately 
negle&ed and defpifed : or, in confequence 
of mifchievous efFe&s produced by a ralh 
and unfkilful application of them, or by 
heterogeneous mixtures with which they arc; 
clebafed, become obje&s of averfion and of 
l I . dread, 
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dread. Or having been found, in casual 
trials, to be endued with beneficial powers; 
they are extolled as invefted with a kind 
of magical influence, and are blindly em- 
ployed as poffeffed of univerfal efficacy. 
Similar mifconceptions not unfrequently 
predominate even among ourfelves concern* 
ing highly eftimable endowments of the 
mind : and predominate from fimilar caufes, 
a very inaccurate infight into the nature of 
thofe endowments, and a hafty and un* 
'warrantable ufe and appropriation of them. 
Thus by fomc, genius is admired as an all- 
powerful talent, grafping without an effort 
the treasures of Tafte and Knowledge; 
while by others it is depreciated as unfitting 
the intelleft for patient refearch, and ter~ 
painating in tinfel and luperficial attain- 
ments. And thus it is that induftry at one 
time is dignified as nearly fupcrfeding the 
neceffity of penetration and invention : at 
another is degraded as cold, plodding* fer- 
vile, infenfible to refinement, the aflbciatc 
of pedantry and dulnefs. 

Among mental qualities there is fcarcely, 
perhaps^ one more commonly mifunderftood 
and lefs accurately appreciated than zeal. 
One clafs of men, fiirveying with indig- 
pation the timidity and felfifhnefs of the 

Juke* 
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lukewarm, apphtud that conftad in tfaeixK 
ielves as m>ibphifticated #$*1, w$iich it 
deeply tinged with indifipretjpQ, infuhor* 
din^tion, and unchrifiian vehpniwce. Ai) 
oppofite clafs, doming j&eaj f>*# apot^r 
Xiame for fiery intolerance and eath\$<iftic 
wildnefs, abhor ijt as reftlefe, fangujft^rya 
#nd fanatical : and look with fufpicion o$ 
moderation itfelf, until it has fubfide^ 4q 
iow as fcarcely to be distinguishable #919 
Spafhy, 

Come with me, and fie my pf(d for tbf 
JLord. Such were the .words of fclf-com- 
jxiendatiop, which Jehu addrdOTed Xo Je* 
honadab, the fon of Kech^b. The fpirif 
J>y which Jehu was actuated, .the fpirjut tp 
which he afligns the^ dei^ocnination of zeaf 
for the Lord, is to be meafure<jl and efti- 
mated by his actions. An examination of 
his condu& will enable us to dr^w fortfy 
into clear light, and to detach from extra- 
neous incumbrances, the charaderiftic fe*i 
tures of genuine zeaJ for religion, 

L The undertaking in which Jehu was 
engaged was the extermination 9/ thp £p* 
mily of Ahab. By the .tnurder ,qf jNabpth/ 
and by habitual idolatry, Ahab flood con- 
demned to death under the impartial juftice 

of 
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x£ the divine law. The fentence was de- 
nounced. In the place where dogs licked the 
blood ofNaboth 9 Jhalldqgs lick thy blood, even 
thine. I will bring mil upon thee ; I will 
fake away thy pojlerity ; and will make thine 
houfe like the houfe of Jeroboam, the Jon of 
Nebat, and like the houfe of Baajha the fon 
of Ahijah, for the provocation wherewith 
thou baft provoked me to anger, and made 
Jfrael to Jin (a). In conference of bis 
contrition and humiliation before God» 
*he ddtru&ion of his houfe was delayed. 
Jlecaufe Ahab humbkth himfelf before me^ 
&id the word of the Lord to Elijah, / will 
wot bring the evil in his days; but in his Jon 9 s 
days will I bring the evil upon his houfe (b). 
Ahab was now dead. In the vineyard of 
Naboth the dogs had licked his blood. 
His fons Ahaziah and Jehoram, fucceffively 
inheritors of his throne, and fearlefs of the 
impending judgement, perfifted in idolatry. 
In the twelfth year of the reign of the lat- 
jer)prince the hour of retribution arrived. 
By the fpfecial appointment of God, Jehu 
was anointed to be king over Ifrael ; and 
^vas at the feme time commiffioned forth- 
with to eradicate the houfe of Ahab. Tbut 

{<*) t Kings, xxL 19. 22. (t>) 1 Kings, xxi. 29. 

* I'M 
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faith, the Lord God oflfrael; I have anotntea 
thee king over the people of the Lord. Thou 
fhalt fmite the boufe of Abab. The whole 
boufe of Ahab Jball perijh (c). In extir- 
pating the devoted race, Jehu a&ed under 
the immediate mandate of God. His zeal 
conformed itfelf to the revealed will of 
heaven ; exerted itfelf in the path of duty. 
Thus it pofleffed the primary diftin&ion, 
by which genuine zeal for religion is cha- 
ra&erifed. 

It is not however byafingle chara&eriftic 
that genuine zeal is afcertained. In colour 
the counter may exhibit a perfeft refem* 
blance of the unadulterated gold. But how 
ftands the comparison as to weight, as to 
folidity, as to du&ility ? Let us bring the 
zeal of Jehu to the teft of additional cri^ 
terions. 

II. In the profecution of his objeft Jehu 
lpeedily difplayed a ferocious and cruel 
fpirit. When he met Jehoram, for whom-, 
though no longer entitled to allegiance, 
fome emotions of tendernefs might natu- 
rally have been excited by the remem- 
brance of antecedent connexion ; h* 

(c) z Kings, ix. 6—8. 

encoun- 
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encountered the fallen monarch with un* 
mitigated bitternefs of reproach : and, in* 
(lead of devolving on his attendants the 
office of exacting the forfeited life of his 
former mafter, inftantly, with his own 
hands, executed the ientence himfelf. 
That Jezebel, the widow of Ahab and the 
mother of Jehoram, that ihe who, during 
£o many years, had flood forward as the 
patroriefs of idolatry, fhould die; that 
the blood of the prophets and the blood 
of all the fervants of the Lord, which 
had been Ihed by her authority, fhould 
now be avenged upon her head, was a pro- 
minent part of the divine commiffion (</). 
How did Jehu fulfil the mandate of God ? 
When he entered the city of Jezreel, he 
faw her as (he leaned from a window: 
and, perceiving that fome individuals of 
her houfehold were prepared to obey any 
dire&ions which he (hould give, he com- 
manded them to throw her headlong into 
the ftreet ; and fome of her blood was fprink* 
led on the wall and on the horfes ; and be trode 
her underfoot. The crimes of this wretched 
woman were devoid of every plea for com- 
panion. But to trample her to death under 



(</) * Kings, be. 7. 

the 
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the Feet of hie horfes, to drive his chariot 
in the public ftreets over her mangled 
frame, was an adk of favage exultation, of 
wanton barbarity, an ad neither enjoined 
by the voice of the Moft High, nor war* 
ranted by any plea of neceffity. Genuine 
zeal for religion, is a branch of the wifdom 
that is from above. It is therefore, Jirfi pure% 
then peaceable, gentle, full of mercy (e)*> 
With perfevering firmnefs* unfwayed by 
prohibited feelings, it difcharges every duty, 
however painful, which is impofed by the 
commandments of God* But it fhuns 
even a word of needlefs feverijty ; and la- 
bours to unite abhorrence of fin with the 
ampleft exercife of justifiable mildnefe 
towards the finner* Is the zeal of Jehu* 
thus deeply polluted by the malignity of 
human paffions, Zeal for the Lord? Glory 
not, and lie not againfi the truth. This 
fceal defcendetb not from above : but is earthly, 
fenfual, devilifi (f)> Such, when we con-* 
template this part of the conduct of Jehu* 
are the forebodings with which our boibms 
are filled* 

III. Zeal neceflarily bears a chara&ef 
Of publicity. It manifefts itielf in action t 

(*) Jamesjiii. 17. {/) James, Lii. 14, 15. 

and, 



the Chdrd&er of Jehu. tft 

attd, when dire&ed to obj e£b of extend ve 
importance, is conftrained to labour before 
the eyes and anaidft the concourfe of men* 
Genuine zeal for religion, thoroughly im-< 
bued with the fpirk of Christian humility, 
though it cannot retirfe from notice, courts 
not popular observation. Stedfaft, y*t Un- 
obtrufive, it fubmits to the general gaze, 
to the gtefteral noife of tongues, which. 
Without relihquifliing- its appointed office, 
k cannot avoid: but pufhes not forward, 
vain-glofibus pretenfions, delights not to 
beconle the fpe&acle of wonder, the theme 
©f applaufe. Is this the principle by which 
Jehu appears to be impelled ? Come with 
tne> and fee to} zeal for the Lord. Hi* 
language is the language of arrogance and 
dftefctaticfa. He fays not to Jehonadab j 

* Cottlte with me and ftrengthen my hand* 

* utidfcr difficulties. Come with me and 

* ftiggdft in this hour of temptation the 

* counfels of humility. Come with me y 
H and animate my gratitude to our God' for 

* this unmerited elevation." — " Come with 
** me,* he cries, u aiid behold me and ad- 
u iilfrc itae. . ^Sfirvey my a&ivity, my vigi- 

; *N£hce, day fagacity, my pious deteftatiofr 
•* oAhe race, of Ahab, my devoted attach- 

* naeht to the honour of Jehovah ! " At-< 

*i tachmenlf 



1 66 Zeal illujirated by 

tachment to the honour of Jehovah ! Jehil. 
receives honour from men. Can be truly 
believe in Jehovah (g) ? Jehu loves the 
praife of men. Does he not love it more 
than the praife of God (&) ? Jehu founds a 
trumpet before him as the hypocrites do^ that 
he may have glory of men ; performs his 
exploits in the fireets y that he may be feen of 
men (/). Is it thus that he fhall obtain a 
reward from our Father Who is in heaven ? 
Our forebodings concerning the nature of 
his zeal acquire additional ftrength. Ere 
long they may be converted into cer* 
tainties. 

IV. *Ibe zeal that is from above is y frft f 
pure. However ardent in the profecution 
of its objeft, it reibrts not to means which 
. are unjuftifiable. It abominates craft and 
duplicity. It abhors the iuggeftions of that 
worldly wifdom, which teaches to do evil 
that good may come [&). How fares the' zeal 
*>f Jehu,' when tried by this criterion? 
From the deftru&ion of Jezebel the new 
king of Ifrael proceeds to the extirpation of 
the feventy fons of Ahab. The letters 
which he'difpatches on this fubjeft to th« 

(g) John, v. 41. (b) John, iii. 44. (/) Matth. 

vi* z. 5. {k) Rom. iii. 8. 

ttilert 
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rulers to whom the education of the young 
men has been committed; and his fubfe- 
quent addrefs to the inhabitants of Jezreel 
while he points to the feventy heads piled 
in heaps at the gate of the city, befpeak a 
mind eftranged from the paths of Simpli- 
city and truth, and verfed in the mazes of 
dark and ambiguous policy. But the 
crookednefs and fubtlety of the machina- 
tions in which he delights fpeedily become 
more confpicuous. He prepares to exter- 
minate the worlhippers of Baal : men ju- 
dicially condemned to death by the Mofaic 
law, and comprehended within the com- 
miflion with which Jehu, the minifter of 
divine vengeance, was inverted. How does 
he proceed to execute his purpole ? In 
the plain track of fincerity ? In unmixed 
dependence on the Omnipotent Cod. who 
bateth a tying tongue (J)? Does lc pro- 
claim his own deteftation of idolatry, Ae 
fentence denounced againft idolaters, his 
fpecial obligation to carry the fentence into 
effeft } He has recourfe to the moft ig- 
nominious deceit. He proclaims himielf 
the Prote&or of Idolatry. Affe&ing to 
regard as inconfiderable and unworthy of 

(/> Prov. vi. 16,17. 
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Baal the facrifices which had- been accumu* 
lated on his altars, and the honours t? 
which his :priefts and prq*he*s *had been. 
exalted, by Afoab : he announces to the 
fcflembled people of Itraei the abundantly 
greater veneration which the idol and bis 
votaries may expe6t from the pnefent occu- 
pier of the throne. Abab Jerved Baal a 
little : but tydu Jhatt feme Ah* much. Call 
unto me all the prophets of Baal, all hisfer- 
wants and uH bis priejts: let nme be want- 
4ng : forlbave a great Jkcrt/ke t$ Jo to 
BaalQn). From every corner of the land 
•the worfhippers of Baal 'haftm. The king 
we]eon*es them with impofijig rcipedt 
Bring forth, he cries, ve/lments, bring forth 
robes of honour, for the worjhipfers qf 
Baal. In blind exultation they crowd the 
temple of the idpl, utffufpicious that they 
are themielves the deftined vi&itns. They 
offer their facrifices and burnt-ofFerkigs : 
nor does the king, watchful to confirm 
their fecurity, fcruple his participation (ri). 
At the commencement of the ceremony the 
guards, pofted at the doors, are roufed to 

(m) See the whole tranfa&ion recorded % Kings, x. 
iS«— 28. 

(*) And it came to pafs as foon as He had made an end 
of offering the burnt-offering, &c. — 2 Kings, x. 25. 

12 . vigilance 
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vigilance by the admonitory menace: If 
any of the men whom I have brought into 
your bands, efcape ; be that letteth bim go, , 
his life Jhall be for the life of him. At the 
clofe they hear the mandate of definition ; 
Go in and flay them : let none come forth. — 
Thus Jehu dejlroyed Baal out of IfraeL 
Thus it was. Not by a fearlefs application 
of the law ; not by a pious discharge of 
his regal office; but by perfidiqus deceit, 
by idolatrous hypocrify, does he inflict the 
merited punifhment on the criminals. 
Does he plead that, if be did it infubtlety, it 
was to the intent that be might dejiroy the 
worjhippers of Baal? Does he alk; If the 
truth of God bath more abounded through my 
lie unto bis glory ; why yet am I alfo judged as 
aJinner(o)? Woe to the man that plunges 
into wickednefs, under pretence of pro- 
moting righteoufnefs ! Woe to the map. 
that difbbeys one of the commandments 
of God, on the plea, that he fhall thus ren- 
der more efficacious obedience to another ! 
Still do you cherifh a floating doubt as to 
the nature of the zeal of Jehu ? Try that 
zeal by yet another teft ; and not a ftadow 
of uncertainty will remain, 

(0) Rom. uL 7. 

M 2 V. Qe. 
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V. Genuine zeal for religion is, in the 
ftrideft import of the terms, zeal for the 
Lord. Its prime obje3 is the glory of Je- 
hovah ; the honour of his n&me, the purity 
of his worfhip, the influence of his law. 
Is fuch the zeal of Jehu ? Are his cruelty, 
his oftentation, his falfehood, no more 
than heterogeneous mixtures, Stupendous 
indeed in colle&ive magnitude, yet no 
more than extraneous impurities, unnatur- 
ally adhering to a latent yet a£iual zeal for 
religion ; clouding and debafing the living 
flame, yet without extinguishing or fuper- 
feding it ? Or has in truth fome other 
principle the dominion of his heart ? From 
the Jins of Jeroboam the Jon of Nebat, who 
made Ifrael to Jin^ Jebu departed not; to 
wit, the golden calves that were in Bethel 
and in Dan. Jehu took.no heed to walk in 
the law of the Lord God of Ifrael with all his 
heart : for he departed not from the Jins of 
Jeroboam^ which made Ifrael to Jin. Here 
the mafter-motive ftands difplayed. Jehu, 
railed by the hand of God to the throne, 
now looks for the fecurity of it to his own 
policy. Deftitute of faith in Him to whom 
he was indebted for all ; he trufts not to the 
King of kings for the permanence of the 
gifts which He beftowed. Deftitute of 

gratitude 
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gratitude "to his gracious Benefa61or, who 
had raifed him to a throne as little expe&ed 
as deferved ; who, notwithftanding many 
enormities in Jehu's proceedings, had re- 
warded the extermination of the houfe of 
Ahab with an affurance that the crown 
(hould remain in the family of Jehu during 
four generations : he returns for unmerited 
kindnefs habitual profane and prefumptuous 
difobedience. While regard to the com-* 
mandments of God conduced him in the 
path of advancement ; he was eager to obey. 
The profcribed houfe of Ahab, the obftacle 
to his own exaltation,. he delayed not to 
extirpate. Of the votaries of Baal, natu- 
rally attached to that family by which they 
had been patronifed, he fpared hot one. 
But here, to his carnal apprehenfion, obe- 
dience and intereft ceafe to coincide. Group- 
ing the fceptre of Ifrael, he beholds with 
iufpicious alarm the dormant claims of the 
dependents of David. In the monarch of 
Jerufalem he contemplates a rival. Shall 
he permit the men of Ifrael three times in 
z year to go up to worfhip in the temple 
reared in his rival's capital, to be mingled 
with his rival's fubjefts ? That the men 
of Ifrael fhould three times in a year go up 
to worfhip at Jerufalem, is the recorded and 
M 3 peremptory 
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peremptory command of the Moft High. 
Three times in a year jhall all thy males ap- 
pear before the Lord thy God in the place 
which he Jhall choofe (/>). The chofen 
place is Jerufalem. Thus faith the Lord. 
But what faith political expediency ? She 
whifpers in the ear of Jehu, as fhe whim- 
pered to Jeroboam ; If this people go up to 
dojacrifice in the houfe of the Lord at *Jeru- 
falem ; then Jhall the heart of this people turn 
again, and the kingdom' Jhall return to the 
houje of David (q) m The choice of the king 
is at on?e decided'. It is too much for you 9 
lie proclaims to the people, to so up to fe- 
rufalem. Behold thy gods, J/rael 9 the 
golden calves of Bethel and Dan, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 
He who has- recently been a pretended 
worfhipper of Baal^ now becomes a real 
worfhipper of the" golden calves. He who 
has been exalted to fovereign power for the 
cxprefs purpofe of annihilating idolaters, 
converts his authority and his example into 
inftruments of upholding and perpetuating 
idolatry among his fubje6b. But perhaps, 
this heinous dereliftion of God is the crime 
of a moment, the error of furprife, the de- 
Jufion of unaccountable yet tranfient ti- 
(p) Dcut. xvL 16. (j) i Kiftgs, ;rii. 26, 27. 

midity; 
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aridity; and is clofely followed by bitter 
contrition, by iignal public and faithful 
reformation. Vain is every attempt to 
extenuate. The varnifh but ierves to bring 
forth into ftronger prominence the native 
features of deformity. During a reign of 
eight-and- twenty years, unmoved by the 
reeblledfion oP antecedent merfcies, unap- 
plied 5y judicial calamities, wherewith in 
hii latter days'- M* Lord cut Ifraeljhort, and 
delivered the regions beyond Jordan into 
the hands of the Syrians; the obdurate 
monarch perfcveringly bows down with 
his people before the images ere&ed in 
violation of the commandment of God, 
before the altars reared as antagonifts and 
fupplanters of His temple. Behold Jehu's 
Zeal for the Lord. To that facred prin- 
ciple he is a ftranger. Hypocritically affum- 
ing the garb of the fervant of Jehovah, he 
is the Have of felfifhnefs and ambition. 

It is thus that, by examining the charac- 
ter of Jehu, we may be taught completely 
to underftand, and duly to eftimate, the 
virtue of zeal ; a virtue which that charac- 
ter has illuftrated in out point by fi&itious. 
refemblance, in many others by oppofition 
and contraft. The fubjeft may not im- 
properly be. clofed with ibme reflexions, 
M 4 partly 
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partly addreffed to pcrfons .who underrate 
the importance of religious zeal ; and partly 
%> thofe who* highly valuing the abftraft 
principle, imperfectly guard it r or apply it 
amifs* . 

L Let men of the former defcription 
bear with me .while I afk ; what is the 
fcriptural ftatement of the eftimation in 
which Zeal is held in the eyes of God ? 
The Scriptures anfwer the queftion by pre- 
cept and by example : and in each mode 
of reply their anfwer is unequivocal. It is 
good, pronounces St. Paul, to be zealoujly 
ajfe&ed always in a good thing (r). When 
the lukewarmnefs of the Laodiceans is 
fHgmatized with marked avcrfion by our 
Lord; what injunction is fubjoincd? Be 
zealous* and repent (s). When St. Paul de- 
lineates the peculiar people for whom Jefus 
Cfrrift gave himielf a facrifice ; how does 
he chara6terife them ? As zealous of good 
works (/). When he is anxious to de- 
scribe his brethren the Jews in the moft 
favourable terms confident with truth; 
what is his teftimony ? / bear them record 
that they have a zeal of God, but not accord- 

(r) Gal. iv. iS. (/) Rcy, Hi. 19. 

(/) Titus, U*i^ /% 

ing 
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sng to knowledge {u)+ When Ifaiah pro- 
phetically pi&ures the Son of God advanc- 
ing as the deftroyer of his enemies, as an 
Ljiterceffor and a Saviour for man; Is it 
not among the moil confpicuous .parts cf 
the reprelcntatiou, that he is clad with zeal 
4s a cloke $ arrayed with zeal as a vefture 
enfolding his breaft-plate of righteoufhefi 
and his garments of vengeance (w) ? When 
the difciples beheld him regardlefs of the 
malice of the Jews, and rcfolutely bent on 
the immediate purification of the temple ; 
did they call to mind no Ami lax description 
from the pen of another prophet? They 
remembered that it was written 1 the zeal of 
thine boufe hath eaten me up (#). Why 
was the priefthood rendered perpetual in 
the family of Phinehas ? The Lord /pake 
unto Afo/es, faying ; Phinehas hath turned 
away my wrath from the children of Ifrael 9 
while he was zealous for my Jake among them* 
Wherefore fay % Behold I give unto him my 
covenant of Peace. And be fhall have it, 
and his feed after htm y even the covenant qf 
an everlajling prieflhood^ becaufe he was zea- 
lous for his God, and made an atonement for 

(«) Ron. t. 2. (w) Ikiahjix, 17. 

(*) John, £17. fSdm1x\x.^ 

the 
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the children oflfrael (y). What ts the drf- 
tiroftivc characStcrtffrc of Noah, the .preacher 
tfrighteottJhefs(z\ of Abraham, of Mofes, 
cf Samuel, of Elijah, of Darnel, of Sha- 
dtetfh, of Mefhach, of AbednegOy of other 
eminent fcrvants of the Moll High ho- 
noured in the fecred records by fpecial 
tokens of His approbation? Zeal for the 
Lord ; zeal evidencing itfelf by faith, by 
obedience, by holy fortitude, by ftreiiuous 
exertions for the £lory of God. h not 
real extolled in Holy Writ as powerfully 
efficacious in exciting the languid virtue of 
thofe who behold it ? Tour zeal, affirms the 
J\pofHe to the Corinthians, hath provoked 
very many (a) to imitation. When the Old 
Teftament and the New, when the Apoftlcs 
and their Divine Mafter, pronounce zeal 
to be acceptable in the fight of God, a 
badge of religious excellence, an imitation 
of Chrift, the duty and the charafteriftic 
of the lervant of heaven : on what ground 
compatible with revelation do you venture 
to regard it with averfion or with indiffer- 
ence ? When in friendfhip, in patriotifrii, 
In conjugal, parental, filial, fraternal rela- 



(_>•} Numbers, xxv. 10-713* (z) z Pct.il. '$• 

(a) a Cor. ix. z % ** 
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tions ; When in literature, in arts, in fci- 
cnces, in political concerns ; when in the 
whole . circle of worldly affairs refearches 
and connexions, public, private, and do- 
meftic, zeal is efteemed, is applauded, is re- 
cognized as, the foundation ' of the higheft 
attainments and the moft exemplary . con- 
du6t: on what ground compatible with 
reafon do you difparage zeal when exer- 
cifed in religion? Do you reply that the . 
principle, howevfer laudable, however ufe- 
ful, when applied to other fubje6is, becomes 
too hazardous, becomes pernicious, \vhen 
applied to religion ? Would Omnifcience 
then have praifed, have enjoined, religious 
zeal ? Do you abhor the fiercenefs, the ex* 
travas^ince, the enthuiiafm, with which 
religious zeiil has frequently been accom- 
panied ? Abhor the fiercenefs, the extrava- 
gance, the enthuiiafm. But prefume not 
to extend your abhorrence to a principle 
which is praifed, which is' enjoined 
by Omnifcience. Turn your eyes to 
the recorded abhorrence of Chrift againft 
the lukewarm. They who fervently 
love God * cannot but be zealous for God* 
Deem not yourfelf acceptable to the Judge 
of heaven and earth, until zeal fof reli- 
gion 
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. gion habitually pervades and animates your 
b.eaft- ' 

II. Thofe perfons, however, whom a. 
high fenfe of the value and the neceffity 
of zeal feems to withdraw from the range 
of the preceding remarks, ftand in con- 
tinual ,need of counfel. Are you nym- 
bercd among the friends of zeal ? Do you 
confote yourfelf in the confidence that you 
are zealous? Scrutinize the principle by 
which you are a&uated. The fpirit of 
party* the influence of affociation, natural 
warmth and eagernefs, pbftinacy in a fa- 
vourite fcheme, a bufy and meddling tem- 
per, a carnal thirft of jntereft and applaufe ; 
how often have thefe and fimilar motives 
of a£Hou ufurped the femblauce and ob- 
tained the honours of zeal! If your objeS, 
like that of Jehu, be perfonal aggrandize- 
ment ; if, like his, the tempers which you 
diiplay be vain-glorious, furious, malig- 
nant ; if the meafurcs which you employ 
be, like his, fraudulent and hypocritical ; 
if, in fome of its leading diftin&ions, your* 
life be like his, in v habitual oppofition to 
the commandments of the God whom you 
profeft to obey : when the pretended zeal 

of 
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of Jehu (hall be expofed before men and 
angels, by what difguife (hall your kindred 
motive be fcreened from dete&ion ? Were 
the feritence of condemnation againft Jehu 
founding in your ears ; what fcntence 
fhould you forebode concerning yourfelf ? 
Examine your heart. If examination 
leaves you felf-convi£ted ; if you difcern, 
not religious zeal, but fome counterfeit, 
fome adverfe, principle enthroned in your 
bofom : by fupplication to the Father, 
through the mediation and merits of the 
Son, implore the all-fufficient influence of 
the Holy Ghoft. " W;th weapons of proof 
from the artooury of God, with the fhield 
of faith, with the breaft-plate of righteouf* 
ncfs, with the fword of the fpirit, degrade, 
expel the uiurper. If your bofom, explored 
by rigorous inveftigation, manifefts the do- 
minion of genuine zeal ; beware left zeal 
be corrupted fry *n unnatural alliance with 
human paffions, clogged in its operations by 
timidity, blinded by the mifts of prejudice, 
or plunged into difficulties by indifcretion. 
Be fervent mjpirrt: but be fober alfo, be 
vigilant. Convert not an inftrument of good 
into a fource of evil. Let not yoUr good be evil 
Jpoken of(b). Bring not difgrace upon zeal ; 

{£) Ron, xir. i& 
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raife not, confirm not,prepofleffionsagainft 
it. Befearlefs; yet give no needlefs offence: 
be ftrenuous, yet be mild : ,be ftedfaft, yet 
be meek : be earneft, yet be prudent. Fi- 
nally, let your jseal dire6t itfelf to fuitable 
obje&s ; and proportion its exertion to 
their relative importance. While it over- 
looks not any fcriptural truth ; let it mainly 
labour fpr the eftablifhment, and the prac- 
tical energy, of the grand peculiarities of 
the Gofpel. Be your zeal Chriftian zeal: 
fceal for the honour of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoft ; for, the meat my fiery 
*f God/mefs, God manifejled in the jlejhi 
for the falvation of fallen man exclufively 
through the atoning blood of ^n incarnate 
Redeemer ; for juftification exclufively 
through faith \\\ that blood; for habitual 
holineis and utjiverfal obedience as the in- 
difpenfable evidences of faith, and as fervices 
well-pleafing to God in thofe who pofTefs it ; 
for the renewal of the heart unto faith and 
holinefs and obedieuce exclufively by. the 
lanftifying operation of the Holy Spirit. 
^Discriminate between that which is cir- 
cumftantial and that which is eflentiat 
Be careful for the one; be anxious amd 
ardent . for the other. Be thus zealous for 
God : be thus zealous for man. Remember* > 

tha£ 
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that without zeal you cannot truly love* 
.you cannot truly pleale God. But remem- 
ber alfo, that no zeal is acceptable to God, 
except th^t whidh by habitual fruits of love 
to God and man proves itfelf to be genuine 
Zeal for the LorJ. 
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SERMON IX. 

On the Parable of the Tares. 



Matth. xiii. 36. 



His difcipks came unto him* faying ; Declare 
unto us the parable of the tares of the field. 

f*LOUDS and darknefs are round about 
^ the Almighty: yet righteoufnefs and 
judgement are the babiiation of bis throne (a). 
Of the counfels of Infinite Wif3om fome 
remain infcrutable to man. Hence faith is 
awakened, exercifed, ftrengthened. From 
others of the divine difpenfations the veil is 
partially withdrawn. Hence arife augmented 
admiration, livelier gratitude, warmer love. 
If the ancient prophets fully underftood not 
the import of their own' predi&ions ; if 
there were myfteries in the plan of re- 
fa) P(alm, xcvii. 2. 

demption 
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3emptioa into which the angels earned 
•defired to obtain a more penetrating in- 
fight (b) : (hall man complain, if, for his 
•own efpecial benefit, knowledge is in lome 
,inftanccs withheld ? -If, in others, exifting 
t)bfcurities are diffipated ; (hall he not 
eagerly welcome the illuminating beam, 
and gratefully govern his fteps by its 
light? 

< It was not feldom through the meditrm 
of parabolic reprefentation that our Lord 
communicated the moft important truths. 
Whether de&rines were to be developed, 
w moral precepts to be' enforced ; the 
-parable, fententious in its conftru&ion and 
interefHng by its narrative, feized the me- 
mory, the judgement, and the heart. The 
parable before us h^s for its objeft to unfold, 
feme -mysterious parts of the proceedings 
of tiod wkh refpeft to men, efpecially 
under the difpenfatkm of the Gotfpel. The 
inftru&ion which it conveys is in evety 
point momentous, and worthy ef the doc* 
triiie of the Son of God. 

Tie kingdom of heaven, faid bur Saviour, 
is likened unto a man^ which /owed good feed 
in his fold. But while men fept, his enemy 

(i) i Pet. i. **~it. 
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came andfowed tares among the. wheat, ahd 
went bis way* But when the bddde was 
fprmg tip. and brought forth fririt ; then xip- 
pear ed. the idres alfo. So the for >vant$ of the 
boufebolder came, and fold .unto him ; Sir, 
didjl thou not Jaw good, feed in thy field? 
From whence then bath it tares ? He find 
unto them, )dn enemy bath dine this. The 
fertants faid, Wilt thou then that we go and 
< gather the*! Up? But he faid, Nty: left* 
•while ye gather \ up the tares% ye. root up atfb 
the wheat with them. Let hpth .grow to- 
gether unto the baryefi * and irt the time 4f 
barvefi I will fay x to the reapers, "Gather yc 
together firfi the tares, and hind tfamju bun* 
Ales to burn them ;. hut gather the wheat into 
my barn. 

if, in confidering the meaning of this 
parable, you pay due attention to the 
guidance of Scripture, it will be intpoffiblc 
to fell into error. For our Lord himfelf, in 
compliance with the requeft of his dif- 
ciples, has delivered a diftind and complete 
inteqxetation. 

Jefus anfwercd : He that foweth the good 

feed is the Son of man. The field is the 

world, the good feed are the children <f:tbe 

kingdom. The tares are the children of the 

wicked one. The enemy that fowed them is 

2 * * ... the 
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the devil. The harvefi is the end of the 
world. The reapers are the angels. As 
therefore the tares are gathered^ and burned 
in the fire ; Jo Jhall it he in the end of this 
world. The Son of man Jhall fend forth his 
angels; and they Jhall gather out of bis 
kingdom all things that offend^ and them 
which do iniquity: and Jhall cafl them into 
a furnace of fire: there jhall be wailing and 
gnajhing of teeth. Then Jhall the righteous 
Jhine forth as the Jim in the kingdom qf^ 
their Father. 

In the parable, conne&ed with this lure 
explanation, we meet with various leflbns, 
which it highly behoves us to lay to 
heart. 

I. The Son of God defcended from 
heaven and took upon himfelf the nature 
of man, that he might fow, by himfelf and 
his Apofties, the good feed of the Gofpel 
throughout the world. But fcarcely had 
the crop fprung up, when it was found to 
be mixed with fuch aprofufion of tares, of 
ufelefs and noxious weeds, as threatened 
to overwhelm it. The prevalence of evil 
in the C hutch of Chrift has proved a 
ftumbling-hlock to many. They fee multi- 
tudes ctf Christians, eve& whole nations, 
N 2 fwallowed 



1 80 On tbt Parable of the Tares* . 

fwallowed up in the^groffeft corruptions of 
do&rine ; rendering worship to angels* to 
departed men, to images of wood and . 
ftone, to pidlures* to reliques; and fatif- 
fied that the pardon of fin may be beftowed 
upon them by men like themfelves* or 
may be purchafed by fenfelefs ceremonies 
and fuperftitious obiervances.. Even bx 
thofe countries where Chriftiauitv is 
preached in its original purity, they be- 
hold various herefies and errors; much fe- 
cret unbelief; a very general lukewarmnefe 
as to religion ; and a numerous hoft, even 
thouiands. and tens of thoufands, among 
profeffed CJiriftians refembling heathens in 
pride, worldly-mindedneis, and fenfu^lity. 
When they fee thefe things, they are ready 
to exclaim ; " If the Son of God has cul- 
" tivated and planted. this field: how is it 
" thus overfpread with tares ?" In fome, 
aftonifhment advances to infidelity. Not 
diftinguiftung between Christianity and tlie 
corruptions blended with it, they turn with 
diiguit from both : and conclude that a 
religion which produces fuch fruit muft be 
f alfe. Now fo far. is the predominance of 
eyil in the Chriftian church from rendering 
the truth, of Chriftianity doubtful, that it. 
bears teftimony to its confirmation : for it 

is 
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is thte accomplifhment of the prophetic de- 
clafations of our Lord in this parable and 
in other parts of Scripture, that his Church 
fliould thus become infe&ed and overfpread 
with wickedneis. But how has this evil 
been introduced ? Did Chrift himfelf in- 
troduce it ? No. He lowed good feed 
•only. Did he approve the introdu&ion of 
tares among his wheat ? No, When he 
beheld them, he faid ; An enemy hath done 
ibis. As it was his purpofe that the mem- 
bers of his Church fhould be put to the 
proof* and receive the gift of falvation 
through his blood after acofcrfe of willing 
obedience; he did not bar the entrance 
againft temptation, he did not preclude 
the exiftence and ravages of evil. But the 
author of evil in his Church he ftigmatifed 
as an enemy. And who was this enemy ? 
Our Lord has difclofed him* The enemy 
that Jawed the tares is the devil. The au- 
thor of the evil by which the world, ante-* 
cedently to the promulgation of the Gofpel, 
was overwhelmed had not remained un- 
known. Since the hour when judgement 
was pronpunced in Paradife on the original 
trahfgreffors, he had been declared. Since 
the hour -when the third chapter of the 
book of Genefis was penned, he had ftood 
N 3 recorded. 
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recorded. Prom the fame fountain alt ithe 
waters of bitternefs have flowed. He who 
has {battered evil throughout the Chriftian 
world is that adverfary of God and mail, 
who, in the beginning, brought evil upon 
earth. From the beginning he was a father 
of lies and a murderer. By inducing Adam 
and Eve firft to doubt the revealed will of 
God, and then to difobey his pofitive coqn- 
mandment ; Satan became their mailer. 
Their pofterity he viewed as his {laves; 
the wprld as his empire. Whpn the 
avenger of man, the divine Redeemer, came 
to fet the flaves of Satan free, to transform 
the kingdom of Satan into the kingdom qf 
God; the author of evil fought againft 
,him, persecuted him, bruifed his heel* ef- 
fected his death. When the" grave had 
.given back its conqueror, when the good 
leed which Chrift had fown began to flou- 
rish; the devil renewed all his wiles to 
jftnpther ttie rifing harveft. He came, 
uvhite men flept, and {owed tares among 
the wheat. He exerted every effort of 
fubtlety to draw back into bondage tbofc 
who were refcued from his power. He 
darkened the understandings, and took 
pofieflionof the hearts, of ftien-who watched 
not againft him, liftened to his artifice?, 

and 
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«& lefceyed' ri^ tftfc gratfe afc ©o£ -He 
filled them witfi'the lovfc'bf falfe do&rines 
and of evil deeds." And th^-Whom he* 
hftd enfoared ifcto captivity 'M fcttiployed 
as inftruments- for taking others Captive. 
Hence heretical teachers ate termed by. 
St. Paul ministers and apoftles of Satan. 
Hence alfo St. John affirms that every one 
who committeth fin is of the devil, the 
tares are the children of the wicked one. The 
feed which Satan fbws and the crop which- 
>k produces ; evH fuggeftions, and the per- 
sons wTio are governed by them, equally 
belong to Sataix, arc equally tares of his 
planting. To this hour he continues his 
enmity againft th^ followers of Chrift. By 
inward temptation, by the allurements of 
finful . example ; by blinding men to the 
true mpaning of the Scriptu«s ; by diffiifing 
ignorance, and hikewarmne&> and fanati- 
cifm, and pride* add every abominable 
work of the flefh, he brings multitudes of 
profefled Christians into his fetters. It is 
through his perfevering enmity that, when 
you look abroad into the fiek) of the ChriC- 
tian church, you behold the good feed re- 
duced to ftruggle, as it were, for life againft 
the tares which on every fide cling around 
it, and labour to overtop it. 

N4 IL Though 
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IL Though you charge not God las the 
author of fui ; though you confefs that he 
cannot be tempted of evil, neither tempteth 
he any man ^ yet perhaps your mind has. 
been aftonifhed and perplexed at his for- 
bearance and long-fuffering refpe&ing 
wickednefs. " When imperfeft beings are 
" placed in a ftate of trial ; the admiffion 
" of evil," you may have faid to yourfelf, 
" is unavoidable. But why are tinners per* 
u mitted fo long to triumph ia impunity, 
" in fuqcefs ? I know that God i* merciful, 
" and folicitQus that all ihould come to 
" repentance. But why docs he allow 
"men to flourifh or to live, when they 
" beqome. hardened beyond the profpeft 
". of repentance ? I know alfo that hei em- 
" ploys the wicked for the chaftifement of 
u each other, and as inflruments of proba- 
" tion to the righteous. But might not the. 
** wicked be chaftifed by other means ? 
" Might not the righteous be tried without 
" the conceffion of fa great power, of fuch 
" lengthened profperity, to the guilty ? Th^ 
4 f delay of vengeance is encouragement to 
" fin . Becaufe fentence againji an evil work 
a is not executed Jpeedily ; therefore the heart 
cl of the Jons of men is fully fet in them to 
" do evil. They begin to imagine that 

"God 
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** God will never execute his judgements 
*' .in their threatened extent ; or that he 
€i will never execute them at all j or even 
" that he is indifferent as tcf good or evih 
" Why/' you- enquire, " has the Almighty 
* 4 adopted fuch a plan in the government 
u of his church ? " He has adopted it 
becaufe He forefees that it will contribute 
to the more glorious manifeftation of his 
own perfe&ions, and to the increafe of 
happinefs throughout the univerfe. He 
permits the continuance of evil fo far, aq4 
fo far only, as he knows that it will finally 
promote the establishment of good. Pro* 
longed opportunities of repentance, means 
of worldly chaftifement and probation, are 
benefits which you acknowledge to arife 
from the exercife of divine forbearance to- 
wards the guilty. Can you compute the 
amount of thefe benefits ? Can you affirm 
that it exceeds not the evils with which it 
is accompanied ? Can you affirm , that a 
different fyftem of moral government would 
on the whole be produ&ive of fuperior, of 
more abundant, good ? Turn* however to 
the parable before you ; and read another 
motive, equally forcible and full of mercy, 
for the long-fuffering of God. He abftains 
from commiffioning his miniftering angels 

to* 
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to go forth and eradicate the tares, left with 
thetn they fhould alfo root up the wheat. 

Men, impelled by the defires and cdn- 
ftrairifed by the neceffities of their nature 
to live, according to the intention of Pro- 
vidence, in fbciety, find themfelves in va- 
rious refpe6b clofely united notwithftanding 
radical differences of views and of character. 
Neighbourhood, relationship, lawful occu- 
pations, common intcreft, mutual advantage, 
and the requisite offices and intercourse of 
life, bind together by numerous and insepa- 
rable ties the ferwant of God and die fer* 
vant of Satan. The righteous and the 
wicked are fo firmly connected, that afflic- 
tion cannot overtake the latter withomt 
alfo reaching the former* The tares do not 
grow up (ingly and Separately among ths 
wheat : but are fo twifted round it, fo en- 
tangled among- it, fo interwoven with it, 
that to pull them up without pulling up 
the wheat is impoffiWe. Lefs injury will 
refult to the crop of good grain from their 
continuance, than from an attempt to ex- 
tirpate them. 

Suppofe a nation, outwardly of the Chrif- 
tian church, to become memorable for im- 
piety ; polluted in itfelf ;' a torment and a 
Ibttrce of corruption to its neighbours. 

You 



On &e farabtwftle tfareJ. '187 

You wander that the earth does not cleave 
a&nder beneath it : that fire does not ,ftfl 
from heawen and confume it .: that by fororcf, 
jot by famitoe, or by pcftifence^ dirvme x*en~ 
geance xlaes aot fweep it tio deftru&ibn. 
But does it contain 110 righteous remnant? 
When the prophet Elijah imagined that 
every Israelite except hiuhfelf was become 
an idolater ; God in w jjeven thoufaiwl, who 
had not howad the knee to Baal. May not 
the eye <af<5od difcern thow&nds of righte- 
ous men, where you apprehend thai there 
is not one ? And what, flwll befall them ? 
Shall they pertfh with the wicked ? That 
-be -far from the Judge of the whole earth. 
iShall not perhaps the whole nation be fpared 
for their fake? Had there been ten righte- 
ous in Sodom, God would not have de~ 
iftroyed it. On the prayer of Lot alone, 
he jefrained fnom eonfiimigg the city of 
Zoar. Do you murmur, if he again vouch- 
fafes to difplay fimilar mercy i ' 

Suppose a more common example. Sup- 
pose an individual to be diftinguifhed in 
wickednefs ; proud, fenfual, diflolute, pro- 
* fane, a defpifer of reUgion, & teacher and 
encourager of fin* " Why," you aik, " is 
" this man permitted to live, and to fpread 
" mifchief around him year after year £ 

"No 
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No general calamity is requifite for Jhis 
* 4 removal. Why [does not Death finglc 
" him out at onperf" How know you but 
that the matt ixiay live to repent ? But, not 
to dwell on that poffioility ; are there no 
other perfons for whofe fake he may be 
fpared ? Is there no plant of wheat which 
might be fatally injured, if this weed were 
now plucked up ? Has he not parents, whofe 
prefent interefts are clofely involved in his ? 
Has he not a wife, or a child, who may be 
left deftitute, if he (hould be cut off? Has 
he neither brother nor relative, nor friend, 
nor acquaintance, to whom his exiftence 
is at prefent ufeful : or to whom Omnis- 
cience may fbrefee that at a future period 
it wilL be advantageous ? May not even his 
vices be overruled by the providence of 
God into beneficial warnings to others? 
May not his pride teach fome to chefifh 
meeknefs? May not his intemperance 
evince the excellence of fobriety? May 
not his irreligion imprefs on others the * % 
beauty of holinefs ? In feafons of cold or 
of drought, or of immoderate rain, the 
proximity of a weed may for a time afford** 
ufeful fhelter to a item of wheat. ' May 
not this weed be as yet fuffered to grow, 
that it may anfv^er a fimilar purpofe ? 

III. But 
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III, But fhall it always be thus ? Shall 
the genuine corn never be difencumbered 
from the tares ? Shall the wicked for ever 
be intermingled with the juft? Not ib. 
The harveft ihall come ; and then ihall be 
the day of perpetual Reparation. Surrounded 
by angelic hofts, the Lord of the harveft 
of the whole earth, when the field of his 
church is fully ripe, (hall return to examine 
the produce. The times of long-fuffering 
will then have palled away. The motives 
for forbearance will no longer exift. Judge- 
ment will claim her office, and proceed to 
her appointed work. Gather ye together 
the tares, and bind them in bundles to. burn 
them: but gather the wheat, into my barn. 
Such, in the emblematical language of the 
parable, is the commiifion which the Lord 
Jeius Chrift, feated on his throne of glory, 
lhall deliver to his angels. With inftan-* 
taneous obedience they ihall execute the 
Command. They Jhall gather out of bis 
# kingdom all things that offend, and them that 
do iniquity. They fhall fever from among 
• the righteous all the children of the wicked 
^bne : all who have borne no fruit, or cor-* 
* rupt fruit : all who have not been purified 
by the blood of Chrift, and fan&ified by 
the operation of his grace* Why ihall 

thefe 
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tftefe (inner* he thus colle&ed?* Mark the 
word* of your Judge ; T& be cqft into a fur- • . 
naeeofjire: ttierejhah He wailing and gnafk- 
ing of ttetk They (hail b& colte&ed, that 
th«y 'may receW* the lot which they have 
preferred : that having refufed the opportu- 
nities of mercy, they may be offered up as 
vfc£fcir*s of justice-: that they may be for ever 
fepatated from God, whofe fervice they have 
fcorned r and may (hare the portion of the 
devil, the mallei; whom they have chofen : 
that they may\be caft into the lake of tor-* 
rMnt r where the worm dieth not, and the 
fire is never quenched*. But what fhall be 
the hteffirig of the children of the kingdom ? 
^h^JhaHJbme forth as the fan & the king- 
dom, of their Father. The empire of Satan is 
at an end. He is caft into everlafting chains. 
He is groaning under everlafting puntih~ 
ment, His rainifters and his fubje&s, apos- 
tate angels: and revolted men, are for ever- . 
more fealed up with him in the bottQmleM^ * 
pit. No more fhall they tempt and hands ^ 
the children of the Moft High. The Lord . 
and his Cbrift have taken uato them their * 
great power, and reign for ever and ever.^ 
The Son of God' has exalted his. fervants, 
wha through him have overcome the tempt- 
ations of Sqtan, to fit down with Him upon: 

his 
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his throne. He has caufed the bleffed of his 
Father to inherit the kingdom prepared for 
them from the foundation of the world* 
■ There they fhine as the hrightnefs of the fir- 
martient, as the fun when he ihone in his 
ftrengfeh* The firmament is rolled away. 
Tha foil is fwallowed tip in darkiieFs. But 
the glory of the righteous fadeth not. 
They fhiae in glory fhed upon them from 
the thronfe of God : arid, like the throne of 
God* eftablifhed for ever. 

Our Lord, having concluded his interpre- 
tation of the parable, clofed the fobjeft with 
diofe folemn words, which he was accuf- 
fsnied to addrefs to his followers* when he 
had delivered to them inftru&ions demand- 
ing fignal regard : He who hath ears to hear, 
let him bear. My brethren ! Reverence the 
admonition o£ the Son of God, and ponder 
his do&rine in your hearts* Confider the 
# fupreme*and everlafting importance of the 
^Upths which this parable enforces ; truths 
^piportant as heaven and hell, and enduring* 
as to their cffefts* unto eternity. If there be 
# no refurre&ion, take your eafe ; eat, drink, 
^d be merry. Eat and drink ; for to-mor- 
row ye die. Bat if the Scriptures indeed pro- 
nounce that every man ihall give an account 
of hirofelf bfefore the judgement-^©** of 
; • Chriftj 



* i 
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Chrift ; Who Jhull dwell- with the devouring 
Jlre ? Who can dwell with everJafting burnings i 
JEnquire> before the day of harveft arrives, to 
what delcription you belong. Are you of the 
wheat, or of the tares ? of the children of the 
^kingdom, or of the children; of the wicked 
one ? Let every pne exadiine and return 
an aniwer to himfelf. Are youafervant 
of Chrift in fincerity and truth ; labouring 
day by day to bring forth fruit unto hira 
to the falvation of your foul through his 
blood ; and, with Christian folicitude, feiz- 
ing every opportunity which your ftation 
affords of ftrengthening others in genuine 
faith, and of upholding and advancing them 
in holinefs ? Or are you a flave and a tni* 
nifter of Satan, devoted to him, fulfilling 
his fervice, bringing forth fruit unto death,. 
unto death everlafting; deftroying your 
own foul by difobedience, and r like tares 
that fmother the wheat, endangering and 
ruining the fouls of others by your wicl^d * 
perfuafions> and your carelefe and unrigW^P 
tcous example ? He that is not of Chrift is> 
of the devil. ' If you know not to which • 
matter you belong ; it is becaufe you wi^ 
not fearch the Scriptures and lay them to 
heart. The marks of diftin&ion betweea 
the followers of Chrift, and the fubjefts o£ 

the 
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the devil, are lb repeatedly and fo clearly 
ftated in the Scriptures, that they cannot 
be overlooked or mifiinderftood otherwife 
than wilfully. If you are of the number 
of the wicked ; boaft not becaufe you njay 
have been hitherto permitted to triumph 
in fin, nor .prefume that you (hall always 
efcape. The tares are not the lefs tares, 
becaufe they are luxuriant : nor tbe lefs to 
be burned, becaufe they have now the 
maftery over the crop. If thoii art pro- 
iperous in iniquity, {ay not within thyfelf; 
* God feeth not : ' God careth not for it.** 
He waiteth only for the harveft. For pur- 
pofes of His own he may delay to ftfike : 
but he will afluredly ftrike in the .end. If 
thou perfifteft in rebellion ; every inftance 
of his patience which' thou haft delpifed 
will aggravate thy condemnation. Iri hell, 
no lefs than in heaven, are many manfions. 
And among the various abodes of torture, 
.thjBf moft dreadful are referved for thofe, 
Who turn the long-fuffering grace of God 
into an occaiion and encouragement of fin. 
Btlt if an habitual and humble companion 
dPlhy heart and conduftwith the ftandard 
tff religion difplayed in the Gofpel affords 
thee ground for hope, that the Holy Spirit 
hath in fome meafure renewed thy heart 
Vol. II. O unto 



194 Off tie Pprabk of the Tartu 

unto righteoufoefs : fret not thyfelf becaufi? 
of the ungodly, neither be thou envious 
againft the workers of iniquity. Quietly 
purfue thy courfe in godlinefs : reft in the. 
Lord, a$d wait patiently for him. .For 
evil-doers fhall be cut off: but thofe that 
wait upon the Lord, they (hall inherit the 
earth- Commit thy way unto the Lord j 
and thou (halt enjpy, even in the midft of 
many farrows* the greateft bleffings attain- 
able on earth* peace of confcience in Chrift* 
and cheerful dependence oia. the Almighty,. 
Fret not thyfelf becaufe of the man who 
profpereth in the way of wicked devices- 
Yet a little while and thou ftialt be tranf- 
planted from the wildernefs of this world 
into the land of promife y from the thorny 
field of tribulation into the garden of God. 
Health and riches and worldly fuccefs are 
bounties which it pleafes God to beftow 
even upon his inveterate enemies. £Ie 
maketh his fun to (hine on the evil and on* 
the good ; and fendeth rain on. the juft and 
on the nnjuft.. Earthly enjoyments are not 
the rewards which he has fet apart for his* 
iervants. For them he has prepared 4L 
kingdom yet to be revealed; a kingdom* 
purchafed for them by the blood of his 
Son ; a kingdom of honour and glory 

and 
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and happinefs at his right hand for ever. 
Be patient in faith and holinefs ; and that 
kingdom lhall become thine inheritance. 
Thou (halt enter into* peace: "thou fhalt 
(land in thy lot at the end of days. Thou 
(halt behold thy Redeemer face to face. 
Thou (halt be in bleflednefs with him 
throughout eternity. 
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SERMON X. 

On Occupation* 



Gen. xlvi. 33* 
What is your occupation^ 

^CTI VITY is the life of nature. The 
plariejts rolling in their orbits, the earth 
revolving on her axis ; the atmofphere pu- 
rified by winds, the ocean by tides ; the 
vapours rifing from the ground and return- 
ing in freshening ihowers, exhaled from 
the lea, and poured again by rivers into 
its bofbm, proclaim the tiniverfal law. 
Turn to animated exigence. See the air,, 
the land, and the waters in commotion 
with eountlefs tribes eagerly engaged in 
attack, in defence, in the conftru6tion of 
habitations, in the chafe of prey, in em- 
ployment liiited to their fphere and coru 
-ducive to their happinefs. Is man born an 

exception 
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exception to the general rule ? While the 
whole creation toils around him, is he to 
flumber in fupinenefs ? Man is born to la- 
bour. For labour, man while vet inno- 
cent was formed. The Lord God took the 
man, and put him into the Garden of Eden, 
to drefsit and to keep -it. To that exertion 
which was ordained to be a fource of un- 
mitigated delight ; painful contention and 
Overwhelming fatigue, when man apofta- 
tifed from his God, were fuperadded. In 
thefweat of thy face Jhalt thou eat bread. 
By toil muft thy daily food be purchafed. 
To-toil muft thou look as the inflrument 
•of fecurity, of accommodation, of comfort, 
of improvement- v Such was the decree. 
And are none exempted? None* To Adam, 
as ' virtually including the whole human 
race^ of whom he was to be the progenitor* 
was. the mandate iflued. Of bread, as the 
representative of eartWy acquisitions among 
which it is pre-eminently neceflary, did the 
mandate fpeak. On every individual la- 
bour is enjoined. Through labour is every 
bleffing to be fought. 

In the early ages of the world employ- 
ments now confined to the loweft clafles 
Were deemed not unbecoming perfons of the 
moft felevated rank. -The- wearifoibe cares 
• ! '"'"' O3 * of 
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of agriculture, and the humble offices of 
4omeftic life, occupied princes and kings* 
Thus ipeaks the voice of profane hiftory : 
a&d thus, even on a fubje& of comparatively 
fmall importance, bears teftimony, unfufpi- 
cious becauie incidental, to the veracity and 
^fpiration of the Sacred Records. Of the 
wealth of the Patriarchs flocks and herds 
formed a diftinguifhed branch : and to the 
iijperintenctence of flocks and herds was 
their daily folicitude devoted. Abraham, 
TV ho was very rich in cattle, in jifaer and m 
gold; Ahrah&m, wbofe houfehold was fo nu* 
laaerous^ that he had already produced in 
9rms on a critical occafion three hundred and. 
eighteen of bis trained fervants born in his own 
koufe ; when he beheld three travellers ap- 
proaching him as he fat in the door of his 
feat in the heat of the day, difpatched not 
an. attendant with offers of hofpitality, but 
ran himfelf to invite them to paufe aod re- 
fresh themfelves ; and baftening to the herd, 
with his own hwxls feleded the calf fo^ 
their entertainment, while his wife prepared 
the cakes upon the hepjrth. His grandfou 
Jacob is now gone down with his family 
into Egypt. Jpfeph, the ruler of the land 
SHidsr Pharaoh, forefeeing th^t the king, to 
whofn his brethren are about to be pre- 
7 - •. . fented, 
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&nted, will queftion them concerning the 
mode of life to which they have been habi- 
tuated; dire&s them, for a fpeckl reafon 
iubjoined to the general obligation of vera* 
city, to ftate the truth in its ampleft extent. 
When Pharaoh Jhall call you, and pall fay ; 
What is your occupation ? Te Jhall Jay; $by 
Jervants trade bath been about cattle from our 
youth even until new, both weandalfo our fa- 
thers: that ye may dwell in the land of Go/hen. 
Though Pharaoh* when he invited the 
brethren of his favoured minifter out of 
Canaan, had fent to tljem this exprefs mef- 
fage ; Regard not your fluff; for the good 
of all the land of Egypt is yours : though, 
after their arrival, he faid to Jofeph, Tht 
land of Egypt is before thee : in the bejl of 
the land make thy father and brethren to 
dwell: the idea that they had hitherto dwelt, 
or were henceforth to dwell, in idlenefs, en- 
tered not the mind of the king. On their 
introdu&ion he enquired of them, according 
to the reafbnable expectation of Jofeph ; 
What is your occupation ? On their reply; 
Thy fervants are Jhepherds> both we and 
aifo our fathers : he affigned to them the 
land of Goflien, as fuited by its lingular 
fertility for the pafturage of their flocks 
which they had condu&ed from Canaan: 
: ■ '. ' O 4 and 
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and having thus provided them with the 
means of continuing their antecedent em- 
ployment, he added, in his conference with 
Jofeph ; If thou knoweji any men of adlivity 
among them, make them rulers over my 
cattle. 

, From every individual in his dominions, 
and * from each occording to his vocation, 
Pharaoh looked for diligent exertion. From 
every individual among us, &s throughout 
His boundlefs empire, the fupreme Lord, 
of all, demands habitual labour in the 
daily employment of the talents entrufted 
to our. management. In the emblematical 
language of the parable, the Son of God 
cries to every one of his profeffed fervants ; 
'Occupy till I come. Let us then, in the 
jirfty place,, contemplate the motives under 
the guidance of which we are, each of us, 
to labour: fecondly, fome of the general 
\\npS of jhujnan labour as conne&ed with 
t^eir attendant temptations : and thirdly, 
, the principal benefits immediately refulting 
from Occupation. 

I. Whatfoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God (#). Behold the univerfal motive of 
a Chriftian ! Health and ftrength, whether 

(a) I Cor. x. 31. 

more 
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more or lefs abundant; mental endow- 
ments, in whatever proportion poflefied; 
honours, wealth, influence, leifure, how- 
ever-large or however fmall be the extent 
in whichr they are feverally or colle&ively 
enjoyed : whence are thefe bleflings ? Are 
they our own independent acquifitions ? Are 
they our own indefeafible and inherent 
rights ? They are gifts, all of them gifts, 
which we have received. From whom 
have, we received them ? From God. Life 
itfelf flows from the exuberance of his free 
bounty. Naked came we into the world : 
naked in body, naked in mind, poweriefs, 
deftitute, helplefs. Whfence is it otherwife 
with us now ? Through the exuberance of 
the free bounty of God. Whatever we 
poflefs ; health, or ftrength, or mental en- 
dowment, or honour, or wealth, or in- 
fluence, or leifure, or under whatever other 
defcription the blefling may require to be 
comprehended ; is the unmerited donation 
of Him from whofe fulnefs we have all re- 
ceived, of Him from whom cometh every 
good and perfeft gift. . To whom ought 
the gift to be confecrated ? To Him who 
beffowed it. For whole glory ought it to 
be employed ? For the glory of the Giver. 
When in the parable to which recent allu- 

flop, 
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lion has been made, and in the fimilar 
narrative recorded by St. Matthew (^), the 
Lord according to his difcretion delivers to 
thofe of his household certain talents : whofe 
are thofe talents ? His own. Who are the 
perfons to whom he commits them ? His 
own fervants. For what purpofe does he 
entruft the talents I That they may be em* 
ployed. On whofe behalf are the occupiers 
to employ them ? On behalf of their Lord. 
To whom are they to render an account ? 
To their Lord when he ihall return to in- 
veftigate the tranfaftions of their fteward- 
fhip. In proportion Ofi every man bath re- 
ceived the gifty and whatever the gift may 
be, even Jo let him minijier the fame, even 
lb let him feduloufly labour in the employ- 
ment of the talent, as a goodjleward of the 
manifold grace of God. If any man Jpeak* 
let him Jpeak as the oracles of God \ let him 
glorify God by fpeech conformed to the 
4j&ates of His word. , If any man minifler, 
let bim do it as of the ability which God 
givetb: whether he labours in a public or 
in a private capacity, whether he difpenfes 
ipiritual or temporal benefits, whatever be 
the nature or the fpecific objeft of bis oc- 

(6) Luke, xbc Mattb. xxvr. 

cupatiun ; 
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cupation ; let him glorify God by a grateful 
acknowledgment of the fource whence 
every talent which he employs, every faculty 
with which he labours, is derived ; and by 
iuch an application of both as befits one who 
remembers, that it is required in Jlewards 
that a man be found faithful. If he lets his 
light Jhine before men ; be it allowed to 
flune, that men, by feeing his good works, 
may be excited to glorify bis Father, who is 
in heaven. Thus, at all times and under 
every circumftance, let him labour that 
God, in all things, may be glorified through 
Jefus Cbriji (c) f Whatfoeverye do, in word or 
in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jefus. 
Te are bought with a price-, not with cor- 
ruptible things as fiver and gold, but with 
the precious blood of Cbriji : therefore glorify 
God in your body and in your fpirit, which 
are God's (d). 

But are we not in all things to labour 
for our individual falvation ? Unqueftion* 
ably v Are we then to labour, it is aiked, 
primarily for our individual falvation, or 
&tr the glory of God ? Away with the 
diftiji<$Uon ! Produce me a fingle paffage 



(c) 1 Cor. iv. 2» Matth. v. 16. 1 Pet. iv. 11. 
(J) Col. iii. 17. 1 Cor. vi. 20. 1 Pet, i. 18, 19. 
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froth the commencement to the clofe of the 
Scriptures, in which the glory of God i9 
disjoined from the falvation of man ; . and 
then (hall your queftion become entitled 
to confideration. To live unto Chrift is 
to glorify God. To glorify God through 
Chrift with your body and your fpirit, 
which are His, is the appointed method of 
attaining the falvation which Chrift has 
purchafed. As a pra&ical believer in Chrift 
Jefus, labour that in all things God may 
thus be glorified : and you (hail receive 
the end of your faith, even the falvation if 
your fouL 

II. Advert to the general lines of human 
labour, and to their attendant tempta- 
tions, 

The c moft obvious and the mod com- 
prehenfive of the divifions of -human la- 
bour is* that which, from the inftrument 
principally employed, is denominated ma- 
nual. To men occupied in this branch 
o£i exertion belongs, in it& literal, import, 
the primeval fentence ; In thefweat of tby 
faccjhalt thou, eat bread. Under this • clafs 
are included all the toils of agriculture; 
and all the rtider arts of life, by /Which 
the eartli \ifuhdued^ reduced under the do- 
♦ . . minion 
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jninion of man, and rendered, fo far as is 
dependent on his induftry, a fecure and 
comfortable abode. In the profecution of 
thefe objefts the frame advances in robuft> 
.nefs, and is inured to patient endurance. 
.The -hand is hardened by the fpade, the arm 
ftrengthened by the hammer. The mind, in 
.the mean time, though neceffarily fum- 
^moned into aftion, and in no refpeft ex- 
cluded from its proportion of employment, 
experiences leis exercife and cultivation 
than the body. Its powers grow torpid; 
and habit fteps into the place of refledtion. 
.Hence, unlefs the heart in its proclivity fo 
evil be flayed by fupernatural grace, pro- 
ceed roughnefs of manners, haHhnels of 
temper, -covetoufnefs, fenfuality, brutifh 
ignorance. How can he get wifdom that 
holdeth the plow, and that glorieth in the goad; 
that driveth oxen, and is occupied in their 
labours y and whofe talk is about bullocks? 
Every carpenter, and work-majler, the fmitlp 
fitting by the anvil, the potter turning the 
wheel i all their dejire is in the work of their 
craft (e). That ftupid unconcern which 
extinguishes the defire of mental improve- 
ment, not feldom extends itfelf to the in- 



(e) Eccl'us, xxxviii. 25— 34.. 

terefl:* 
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terefts of eternity. The welfare of the 
foul yields to the accommodation of the 
body. The man is abforbed in the cares of 
the hour. Toiling for daily fubfiftence, he 
labours not for the bread of life. If any man 
would not work- 3 it is beyond a queftion that 
neither foould he eat. We command and ex* 
hort by the Lord Jefus, that with quietnefs 
they work) and eat their own bread. Do 
your own bujinefs, and work with your own 
hands ( f\ Yet labour not primarily for 
the meat which perijketh^ but for that meat 
which endurcth unto everla/ling life, which 
the Son of man pall gfoe unto you : for Him 
hath God the Father fealed (g). 

The next leading branch of labour is that 
which, exercifing the faculties of the mind 
more extenfively than the powers of the 
animal frame, may be denominated mental. 
To this branch may be referred, among 
other ramifications of adfive life, fome of the 
ornamental arts, many of the refeafches of 
fcience, the duties of liberal profeffions, the 
funftions of elevated office. Over perfons 
dedicated to purfuits of this defcription, no 
lefs than over thofe who are funk in manual 
toil, impends the danger of becoming the 

(/) 2 Theff. ni. io. 12. i Theff. iv. it. 
U) J<*«* vi. 27. 

flaves 
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Haves of a worldly fpirit, of panting for 
things temporal and forgetting things eter- 
nal. Among the temptations by which, if 
not exclufively affailed, they are more fe- 
verely or more conipicuoufty encountered, 
are the thirft for fplendid diftin&ions, and 
tjbe pride of intellectual attainments. But 
how crieth the warning voice ? All fie jh u 
graft ; and all the glory of man as the flower 
if graft. The grafs witberetb 9 and the flower 
thereof falktb away: but the word of the 
Lord endureth for ever. If any man think 
that be knoweih any thing ; heknowetb nothing 
yet as be ought to know. The Lord giveth 
wifdom : out of His mouth comet h knowledge 
and under/landing. He layetb up found wif- 
dom for the righteous (b). 

In each of the claffes which have -been 
noticed, the general ftimulus to labour is 
the deiire of gain ; in the former nearly 
unmixed, in the latter commonly blended 
with eagernefs for elevation. There is a 
third clafs in the middle and the higher 
walks of fociety, whofe labour is offcenfibly 
more ipontaneous; a clafs confifting of 
{hofe peribns, whom wealth or competence 
relieves from the neceffity of lucrative 

{b} 1 Pet. i. 24, 25. 1 Cor. Yiii. *. Prov. ii 6, 7. 

toil. 
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toil. Arc you of this defcription," and do 
you conceive yourfelf privileged to be idle ? 
If the fupreme benefa&or has faid to you r 
as Pharaoh faid to the brethren of Jofeph ; 
The good of all the land is yours : if r as 
Pharaoh planted them in Gofhen, in the 
btft of this favoured land God has made you 
to dwell: , of you He alfo demands, as 
Pharaoh demanded of the obje&s of his 
bounty ; What is your occupation ? On 
you, no lefs than on your brethren, every 
day urges its title to employment. On 
you, no lefs than on your brethren, reft 
the general obligations of life. On you t 
in proportion as you are exonerated from 
inferior. talks, the general obligations of life 
preis with augmented claims. The neigh* 
bour, the friend, the fon, the brother, the 
hjifband, the father, the mafter, is called 
upon to behold in his comparative leifurof 
new ties to the affiduous performance of 
his duties. In his comparative leiiure thq 
landlord is fummoned to recognife new 
motives for dire&ing the adminiftration of 
the property with which Heaven has en- 
tr lifted him to the good of his dependents^ 
and the diftufivc encouragement of know-i 
ledge and piety. To you, in a fpecial 
mealiire, .are confided the execution of 

various 
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Varidtrs ifunftions of magiftracy; the ma- 
nagement of local copcerns and inftitutions ; 
and the difcharge of many public trufts 
connefted with the fuperintendence of the 
revenue and the civil and military welfare 
of the community. In fome of the occu- 
pations appertaining to men of your clafs 
emulation and ambition often feek their 
gratification ; and the enfharing influence of 
intereft, immediate or remote, is powerfully % 
felt* The temptation however to which 
you are peculiarly obnoxious is, partly be- 
caufe your labour feems voluntary, partly 
becaufe it is not unfreqtfently gratuitous, to 
applaud yourfelves as nobly and needlefsly 
reUnqui(hing a portion of your time and 
eafe for the benefit of others ; and as laying 
Up merit with God and man by Works of 
iupererogation. Merit ! Shall they 'who* 
have received the moft from God, labour 
for Him the leaft ? Shall they who have 
the largeft opportunities, the ampleft lei* 
dire, for looking on the things of others , for 
advancing the general and individual wel- 
fare of their fellow-creatures, labour for 
-thpm the leaft? Works of fupererogation ! 
So him that inowetb to do good, of whatever 
kind that good may be, anddoetb it not ; to 
Sim-it is Jin (/)• Occupy till I come> is the 

(/) James, iv. 17. 

Vol. IJ # P univcrfal 
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univerfal mandate of your Lord. And what 
was his example ? Chrijt pleqfed not bim- 
fclf{k)' y lived not to his own indulgence* 
Was not his life a continued fcejie of fpon- 
taneous extreme and mod difinterefted la- 
bour ? Do you grudge difinterefted labour, 
and profeis to follow his fteps ? Are you fo 
blind to the demerits of your beft perform- 
ances as to demand reward not ofgrace> but 
of debt'? Even if your beft performances 
had no demerits, and your whole lives were 
occupied in fuch performances-; what would 
be your claim? Learn from the word> of 
God. V/hen ye JhaJI have done all y fay ; we 
are unprofitable jervants : we have done that* 
iind that only, which was our duty to do (/)+ 

i IIL Confider briefly feme of the bene- 
fits reiuking to the 'individual from Occu- 
pation; and .you will confefs that, if God 
enjoined' labour as a judgement,, he enjoined 
it alio in mercy- 

. Labour, in the firft place,, not only is> 
.the ipnedium of acquifition; but naturally 
tends to improvements Whether the body 
is to be ftrengthene'd or the mind to be 
cultivated ; whether fubfiftence or know- 
ledge is fought ; whether the necefTaries of 
the accommodations of life a*e at flake;. 

{&) Rom. xv. 3. (/) Luke,xvii. 10. 

whether 
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»felietW our ibwti intereft or that of others 
*is to be foi^artted : by labour, under the 
;Weffing of Providing, the? o&je6t of to-day 
4 is attained ; by the labour of to-day are 
laugtamitetl the fecilities of attaining firailar 
obje6tsr»-inorirow; 

Labounis, in tbe next place, a powerful 
^preservative frbm fin. The unoccupied 
-hand' is a ready inftrument of miichief; 
The unoccupied mind is a vacant field, in 
which the feeds of evil natural to the foil 
Ifcoot with unlimited growth. On what 
dky is the wickednefs of the irreligious 
-the ntoft flagrant ? On the Sabbath : becaufe 
to; them- it is a day of idlenefs. When are 
popular excefles moft to be dreaded r When 
Jdleriefs gives- the reins to licentioufn'efs; 
Behold^ this, faith the Lord Gsd^ [was the 
iniquity of Sodom : pride ; fulnefs of bread? 
.and: abundance of idlenefs was. in her (m). 
Abundance of idlenefs wa9 among the 
primary fourdes of thofe enor fairies, which 
-drew dawn the fiery deluge from above. 
He who liftens Hot to the voice of tempta- 
tion becaufe employment prompts the an- 
fwir,' " T have hot leifure to attend to 
l€ thee :" though he has not attained the 
praife of virtue, may have efcaped the guilt 
*f many a tranfgreffiom 

{*) Ezek. xvi. 49. 

Pa Occu- 
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Occupation, rcftri&cd to laudable .putf- 
fuits, claims a place among the fccondary 
caufes, which pro-difpofo men to progrefs 
in religion. Idlenefs is irreligious in itfdf, 
-as a breach of duty : and contributes txx 
form and eftablifti a habit o£ mind not 
merely ^verfe frpm all exertion ; but com- 
monly marked by jtronger repugnance tp 
.religious efforts and refearches than to any 
other branch of employment. 

Farther: Occupation, originating, in 
Chriftiaa principles and dire6fed to Chris- 
tian purpo&s, is eflentia]„ not only to the 
refre(hin£: enjoyment of leifure (for the reft 
,that refrdhes is reft after toil); but to the 
acquifhion of genuine compolure, of fc r 
.renity of oonfeience, of that peace of God 
which -pafleth all understanding. To be a 
t blank in creatitin,acumberer of the ground; 
.to be torpid amidol furrounding induftry; 
to be entrufted wiith talents, and employ 
them not for gfl<*H to owe infinite obliga- 
.tions, and withhold aft ive evidences of gra- 
titude; to be -commanded to occupy until 
the coming of your Lord* and to wafte life 
in habitual difobedienee-— with thefe fea- 
tures in your charafter is your mind at 
eafe ? Have you ftable fatisfa6tion within } 
Does not (hame redden your cheek ? Does 
not alarm agitate your foul ? 

Single 
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* Single out from the pafling crowd of 
examples a charafter habitually (lothful: 
a chara6ler flumbering in lazy liftlefnefs, 
or bufied in the laborious idlenefs of folly. 
Single out a fluggard protracting night unto 
noon; fauntering in the irkibmenqfs of in- 
activity; hearing in languid vacancy the 
news of the day; and killing time (weigh 
well the import of this his cuftomary 
phrafe), killing time evening after evening 
-at the card table ! Seleft a young man de- 

votfcd to the chafe and its attendant cares : 
or with fltill worthy of a game-keeper, with 
ardour which might .befit a favage in a wil- 
dernefs conftrained to a perilous war againft 
the beafts of the field, dealing day after day 
and y$ar after year deftru&ion from his 
gun jamidft the animal race. Sckft a 
yoving woman rolling round the vortex of 
diflipation, living to accomplishments and 
faftuon and the fong and the dance: Is 
this to improve life ? Is this to watch againft 
fin ? Is this to prepare the heart for reli- ' 
gion ? Is this to be a fervant of Ghrift, who 
could not but be about his Father s biifiriefs ? 
Shall the Idler, roufed oh the great day 
hy the . enquiry, * What has been thy oc- 
cupation,*' reply to the Judge ; " I fcoffed 

* not at thy word: I refpeded thine or- 

P3 "diuances: 
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** dinqnces : I abftained from criminal gra* 
u tifications. Exempted by wealth from 
" the neceffity of labouring for iubfiftence J 
** I configned my hours to eafe and amufe-: 
u ment?" You anticipate the anlwer— 
Caji the unprofitable jervant into outer dark- 
pejs: there pall be weeping and gna/hing of 
. teeth. \ 

Let not our itiveftigations, my brethreu/ 
be clofed without fome brief and practical 
remarks. 

Confider with attention proportioned to 
the importance of the fubjedl the uqiver&l 
obligation to labour. If you wifh to with- 
draw your ftiouldpr from the burthen ; fu£ 
pe£t the foundnefs of your Chriftian pro- 
feffion. For thofe whom you love, even 
at the defire of thofe whom you love, you 
delight to labour. Do you love God, and 
loiter when he commands you to work for 
Him? Whatjoever thy hand jindeth ta do x 
do it with all thy might ; for there is no 
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wifdom* 
in the grave whither thou goefi. Whatjoever. 
ye do, do it heartily ; as to the Lord, and not 
unto men. God is not unrighteous to forget 
your work and labour of'lovje, which ye have. 
Jhewed towards His name. And we defire 
\haf every one of you do Jhewthe Jame diligence 

' . to 
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to the full ajfurance of hope unto the end: 
that ye be not fothful, but followers of them 
who through faith and patience inherit the 
promifes (n). 

Secondly. Be frequent in propofing to 
yourfelf the enquiry, " What is my occu- 
*'pation?" Satisfy yourfelf, not merely 
that you are occupied, but that you are 
occupied in employments acceptable to 
God. To labour in trifles is not Chris- 
tian occupation. To labour in (in is to 
labour for the devil. What numbers 
whom the fun riling and fettins; beholds 
in an unceafing hurry of occupation, fhalL 
appear at the hour of account to have been 
worfe than idle ! What numbers whofe la- 
bours, highly ufeful to their friends or to 
their country, have filled the mouth of the 
world with praife, fhall ftand convi&ed in 
the hour of account as having never laboured 
for God ! What doefi thou here, Elijah ? .was 
the quefHon of Jehovah to his prophet, who 
had relinquished in a moment of alarm the 
proper fcene of his labours. Under every 
circumftance regard this queftion as ad- 
drefled in conjunftion with the former to 
yourfelf. . Is this the place of duty ? Js f this 
the labour of duty ? Are you labouring for 

(w) Eed ix. 6. Col. iii. 23. Hebr. vi. 10—J2. 

P4 the 
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the Moft High? Are you labouring hi 
your appointed courfe ? 

Thirdly. Would you labour efficacioufly ? 
Remember whofe is the ftrength in which 
you muft labour. Truft not in an aim of , 
flelh. Lean not to thine own underftanding. 
Be firong In the Lord, tind in the power of 
His might. Not by mighty not by power ; 
1 but by My Spirit, faith the Lord of Hofis. 
Through Chrift who ftrengtheneth thee, 
thou mayefl do all things. Without Him 
thou canft do nothing (0). 

Fourthly, Be vigilant, be humble, be 

devout^ in guarding through the ali-fuf- 

ficient grace of your Redeemer againft 

thofe fnares and forms of fin, which attach 

themfelves tp your occupation. Be forti- 

• fied againft its tAils, its pleafures, its re* 

wards, its diiappointpients, When under 

the garb of avarice, or of pride, or of am* 

bition, or of fenfuality, pr of felf-compla-r 

cency, or pf difcpntent, Satan lays claim 

to your heart ; Wh^t is your reply ? \ferve 

the Lord Chrift. 

Finally ; In th$ fpiri^ of Him whofe meat 
and drin% it <v?as to do the will of his father, 
ficcuftom yourfelf to regard enjoyment as 

(o) Eph. vi. iov Zcch. iv. 6. fhilipp. iv, 13. John, 

CPttfifting 
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confifting in the performance of duty. By 
multitudes, duty, and pleafure are beheld 
as diftinS ; as drawing in oppofite direc- 
tions; duty, toiling in one quarter, and 
fummoning to an irkfbme talk; pleafure 
fmiling in an adverfe region, and inviting; 
to compenfatory gratification. He, and he 
alone, whorn Christianity enables to identify 
them, poflefTes the fecret of virtue and 
fcappinefs. 
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SERMON XI. 

On the neceffity of unreferved Obedience. 



James, ii. io# 



lyffofoever JJiall keep the whole Jaw, and yet 
offend in one pointy be is guilty of all. 

/ T*0 fome perfons it has been a fubjed of 
unreafonable furprife, that the Scrip- 
tures fhould contain paflages apparently 
of dark and ambiguous import. AH the 
works, all the appointments of God, abound 
with difficulties. The nature of # the air 
which you breathe, the properties of the 
(oil pn which you tread, the growth of the 
plants and animals by which you are fuf. 
tained, exceed your comprehenfion. In 
the common difpenfations of Providence t 
jn the jnoral government of the world, 
ffrere i s much which is obfcure to the li- 
6 mited. 
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nnted faculties of man. Why then do yoij 
wonder that God fhould perhiit difficulties 
to fubfift in the revealed declaration of his 
will ? If, in the natural world, there is not 
,qne of His gifts, which ipen may not per- 
verfely . employ in a manner fatal to theiF 
happinefs ; are you aftonifhed that, in his 
inspired communications, there fhould be 
Jbme things hard to be underjiood, which they 
whey are wilfully unlearned and unjiable 
•may wreji eren to their own defiruhion? 
In all his counfels, the Moft High deter- 
mines wjith wifdom and with goodnefs* 
While his inherent attributes, the evidence^ 
of Chriftianity, the doftrines of redemp- 
tion, and the confequences of righteouf. 
nefs and of guilt, are diftinftly and incori- 
trovertibly fet before us; are we not able 
to difcover reafons which may render it 
beneficial to us, that many pafTages of Holy 
Writ fhould demand continued enquiry 
and meditation, before their meaning (hall 
difcloie itfelf ? Such paflages try our huV* 
mility, ftrengthen our faith, call forth our 
.diligence, exercife our attention, imprefs 
pur memories. The truth which they in T 
volve is always of value more than fuffi- 
pient to repay the labour by which It 19 . 
rendered m&nifeft. 

Amopg 
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Among the difficult portion** of Scripture, 
the text, in the opinion of moft men, ftands 
diftinguifhsd. Many perfons when they 
hear it, like the difciples when Jefus Chrifl 
difcourfed to them of falvation by. eating 
his fle(h and drinking his blood, are of- 
fended at it ; and murmur among them- 
felves, This is a hard faying : who can hear 
it ? A hard faying however may be a true 
faying. That faying at which the difciples 
of our Lord were fo deeply offended, that - 
from that time many of them went back and 
walked no more with him, unfolded the me- 
thod of atonement by which alone man 
&as to be faved. And the truth comprifed 
in this hard faying of St. James is a do&rinc 
lb momentous; that, unlefs your life be 
fteadily conformed to it, you never will re- 
ceive falvation* 

Refleft, whoever you may be who have 
felt your mind ftaggered by this paflage, 
that it is a part of the word of God, This 
circujpftance alt once eftablilhcs its truth, 
when rightly underftood ; and the import- 
ance of rightly underftanding it. Were 
additional teftimony needful, I might refer 
you to the fignal eminence of St. James in 
the Chriftian Church. He was one of the. 
Twelve Apoftles. * He was the brother, the 

very 
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Yery near relation, of the Lord Jefijs, ac- 
cording to the flefh. He was honoured by 
his heavenly Mafter with efpecial marks of 
favour. For it is evident from the book of 
the A&s, and from the Epiftles of St. Paul, 
that, after the afcenfion of Chrift, St. James 
was uniformly cortfidered by. the. Apoftle* 
as it were the chief among them ; and his 
opinion was regarded with particular re* 
fped (a). He became Bifliop of the Church 
at Jerufalem ; and in that flat ion obtained . 
by his zeal and integrity, the furname of the 
Jufh By the unbelieving Jews he was at 
length maflacred. And, if the credit of 
authenticity may be affigned to the pafTag* 
profefTedly" quoted from Jofephus by early 
'Chriftian writers; fo decidedly, were this 
very enemies^bf the. ApofMe imprefled . by 
his piety, ^ that* the oaniferable deftrudtion of 
the city, which foon afterwards followed, 
was regarded by many of the Jews as a 
judgement from God for their guilt in put-* 
ting that righteous Chriftian to death. 

In the paffage then which is now under 
consideration, you hear the words of the 
Holy Ghoft . delivered to you by the 



(a) A&s, xii. 17. xv. 13. 19. xxi. 18. 1 Cor. xv. 7. 
Gal. i. 19. ii. 9. 12. 

mouth 
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mouth of, perhaps, the moft eminent of the 
Apoftles* 

I propofe, under the Divine blefling, 
£rft, to explain the meaning of the text ; 
in the next place, to illuftrate by examples 
the reafonablenefs of the do&rifce which it 
conveys : and, thirdly, to prove that the 
do&rine is not peculiar to St. James, but is 
the univerfal do&rine of the Scriptures. 

L Whojoewer jhall keep the whole law i 
wid yet offend in one point * be is guilty of 
all. 

What is the truth which in thefe words 
.St. James defigns to affirm? Does he mean 
to aver, that the mart who commits one 
fin virtually commits every. kind of fin? 
He means no fuch abfurdity. He knew 
that, although, one tramfgreffion, cpriimpuly 
draws on other, and various and greater 
offences; a linner may perpetrate leveral 
kin<Js.>of wickednefs without plunging into 
all kinds. Does he maintain that a perfon 
who has yielded to oije fin, needs not to 
hefita^e as to indulgence in more ? The 
Apoftle never purpofed to contradict the 
Scriptures. He knew that every additional 
fin cries for additional punifhment. Does 
he imply that the man who deliberately 

breaks 
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breaks any one of the commandments of 
the Gospel is neceflarily excluded from 
falvation ? God forbid ! For how then 
(hould any man befavcd? The Apoftle 
well knew >that . to every true penitent 
mercy is extended through Chrift. \\hat 
then is the fa£t, which he declares ?^ He 
declares this fa£t : that the man, who fins 
agaijifl any one branch of the divine law, j 
fins againft the authority of the whale law, 
and againft the lawgiver of the whole* He . 
declares that the divine, law is not to be 
taken piecemeal : that it is not an affem- 
blage of unconnected commandments 
flowing from different fources, and guarded- 
by different ian6Hons;. but one entire work* 
in all its parts proceeding from .the will 
and vindicated by the power of the fame 
Author. lie declarer that God .who, by 
his law, faidy Do not epmmit adultery <> /aid- 
al/b 9 Do not kill: that whofoever commits 
adultery oftend3 againft the authority of 
Him who alfo faid, Do not. kill : that how-^ 
ever widely the' nature and circumftances 
pf adiions may vary the degrees of their 
guilt, whofoever commits any one fin re-. \ 
bels againft the law and the majefty of Him, 
who has equally forbidden every fin. He 
declares that no one is a true , Chriftian, 
who does . not purpoie and labour to keep 

the 
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the whole law : that every perfbn who wif-* 
fully perfeveres in any one habitual tranf* 
greffion, and hopes to efcape the penalty of 
, rebellion, becaufe he obferves many of thd 
commandments of God, will find himfelf, 
at the day v of judgement fatally difap* 
pointed. 

. IF. Perhaps this declaration of the Apo- 
ftle founds in your ears unreasonable. " Is 
44 it not fufficient," you reply, " if I obey 
" moft of the ordinances of God ? If I 
44 difregard one, am I to lofe the benefit of 
44 obferving all the reft? Will no allow- 
44 arice'be made for fome one evil difpofition 
44 or pra&ice, to which I am particularly 
44 tempted ? If I fight ftrenuoufly and fuc- 
44 Cefsfuiiy agaiiill: nineteen finful habits; 
44 muft I 'be condemned, if I fliould be 
• 44 overcome by the twentieth?" You will 
recolle&'that, when it is affirmed that the 
violation of one part of the law of God 
will exctude a man from the kingdom of 
heaven, notwithftanding his obedience to 
the oth(jr parts ; we (peak of a man, whofe 
breach of one of the divine commandments 
is not a fin of furprife followed by repentance 
unto newnefs of life ; but a fin knowingly, 
and wilfully, and perfeveringly indulged. 
With this recollection fully prefent in your 

mind, 
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mind, proceed with me to examine, by the 
confideration of fome parallel examples, 
whether a perfbn who thus difbbeys any 
one part of the divine law can be a fincerc 
follower of Jefus Chrift. 

Suppofe one of your neighbours to be 
pun&ual in obeying all the laws of the 
land with one exception ; but to be obfti- 
nate in the trapfgreflion of that particular 
ftatute. He abftains, for inftance, from 
offering violence to his fellow-fubje6te. He 
enters not .into plots againft the Govern- 
ment. He fubmits to eyery. perional fer- 
vice, which his country requires of him 
for her defence. He undertakes and exe- 
cutes any public fun&ion, to which his 
ftation renders him liable. He pays his 
taxes, in general, with honefty. But there 
is one particular tax, which he cannot be 
perfuaded to difcharge. He acknowledges 
that the tax is equitable and proper ; and 
that he is lawfully called upon to pay it. 
He is again and again entreated to pay it. 
He is reminded that he owes that tax to 
his country : that to refufc payment is to 
rebel againft the laws and to refift his right- 
ful governors : that, if he perfifts in the 
refufal, juftice muft take its courfe againft 
him. Solicitations and argument* are loft 
Vol- II. Q upon 
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upon Kim. . He wilfully perfeveres tfrith 
open eyes in refufing to difcharge the de- ' 
mand which he confefFes to l>e juft. Is 
this man a good fubje& I What if ho fttould 
fay to you ; 44 I obey all the* other 4aw9 ; 
44 : and therefore I may gratify nrfyfelf in dif- 
" obedience to this one law ?"-t-* 4 AH the 
44 -laws of the land," yon wottld reply, 
44 reft on the fame authority* In wilfolly : 
44 breaking one of the laws you are "guilty 
" of fetting at nought the authority of all. 
C4 A good fiibje6t will pay equal obedience 
44 to every law. You are not a good fubjed :' 
44 the punifhment which hangs over you 
44 is deferved/' My brother ! If you live 
in the. habit of wilfully disregarding any 
one of the commandments of God ; apply 
this cafe to yourfelf. You acknowledge your- 
felf the fubjeft of Chrifh You acknowledge 
thatjsvery branch of his law is holy and 
juft and good, Ypu are intreated by 
his minifters to obey him faithfully in all 
things* You are warned that in breaking 
any one of the precepts of the Gofpei you 
are guilty of rebellion againft the authority 
of Chrift, which equally requires the ob- 
servance of all : that no perfon is a real 
Chrifttan who does not reftlve and ftrivc 
to Obey them all. In pronouncing fentence 
. . m * -- • \ -Againft 
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ftgainft the difobedient fubjeft you have 
pafled judgement upon yourfelf. You are 
not a fincere Chriftian: you deferve the 
condemnation which awaits. you. 

Attend to another example, Suppofe a 
foldier, regular in his general obedience to 
the orders of his fuperiors, to refufe to 
march upon a particular fervice to which 
lie is appointed. He is requefted to re- 
Ae£t on the nature and on the coflfequences 
of his condufh He is admoiyfhed that 
the fervice is in the line of duty; that it is 
abfolutely Aeceflary ; that it is required 
from him* by his lawful commander. All 
thefe truths he confeffes : but perfifts. in 
/eftriiag to obey. Will you fay that, be- 
cause he has obeyed his p|ficer in every 
other point, be is at liberty not to obey ijx 
this I . Will you fay that he doe$ not de- 
ferve fignal ptinilhment ? Since your bap- 
tifm you have avowedly been the foldiers 
of "Jefiis Chrift.' You have promifed obe- 
dience in all things to the Captain of your 
falvution. If you .refufe obedience to Him 
in any one point, under pretence that you 
obey Him in all the reft; are ypu a faith- 
ful foldier ? Do not you fet at nought his 
uniterfal authority ? Is not the judgement, 
whith impends over you # deferred? 

Q 2 Turn 
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Turn your thoughts to the duty of a 
fervant. Suppofe a fervant to be in his 
ordinary proceedings attentive to his Mas- 
ter's directions. But fuppofe alfo that fome 
particular injui)6Hon of his employer he 
wilfully tranfgreffes. ' He acknowledges 
that the bufinefs in queftion appertains to 
his place. He acknowledges that his maf- 
ter has repeatedly ordered him to execute 
it. But he perfeveres in difregarding the 
command. Shall he allege ; " I have per- 
" formed the other work of my ftation ; 
" and therefore I will not perform this ? I 
-" fubmit to my mailer's authority in other 
"things: in this point therefore I may 
" defpjfe itV Shall he4iot.be told that, 
in defpifihg his matter's authority in one 
*point; he deciles it altogether, and fets 
himfelf above it ? Shall » he .not be told 
that no one is a faithful and good fervant, 
who is not ready to perform his matter's 
-will in all things lawful and pertaining to 
his office? Shall he not be immediately 
-difmifled from the family? . You profeis 
•yburlelves the iprvants x>f Qod through 
•Chrift. If you dbftinately refuic to. obpy 
'Him in any one point ; 'do not you radically 
deny his authority, and exalt your owivwili 
in oppofition to it ? >Vhy eall.yehim Lord, 
* 21 Lord; 
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Lord; and dd not the things which he 
lays ? Shall you not be expelled, as unfaith- 
ful and rebellibus fervants, from the houfe- 
holdofGod? 

Let me prefs upon you one example 
more. Suppofe a child to be in the ulual 
tenor of its cendudt obedient to its parent. 
In one point however it is refra&ory. The 
parent repeats his command. The child 
perfe£tly underftands it ; difcerns it to be 
good, and intended for his own good ; and 
is thoroughly confcious that in every par- 
ticular confiftent, as this command is, with 
the divine law he is bound to obey his 
parent. But he ftill refufes to obey. 
Curfed be he, faith the Scripture, nvhojettetb 
light by bis father or his mother (£)• Is this 
child a dutiful child ? What if he obeys 
in many things ? By prefuming in a fingle 
inftance to determine according to his own 
choice whether he will obey his parent or not, 
does he not fet parental authority altogether, 
at nought ? Shall he, who in a fingle inftance 
wilfully perfifts in refufmg obedience to his 
parent, claim any- (hare of thofe rewards 
which the parent has provided for his du- 
tiful children ? You profefs yourfelves to 

(£) Dent, xxvii. 16. 

Q 3 have 
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have become through Chrifl the children 
of God. Are you obedient children^ if you 
have not refpeQ unto all bis commandments ? 
If there be any one of his injunctions to 
which you ftubbornly refufe to bend your 
neck ; will you juftify yourfelf by pleading 
that in other cafes you have fubmitted to 
his will ? Why do you not fubmit in this 
point alfb ? Becaufe you have not the 
difpofition of a dutiful child. Becaufe you 
prefer your own wilful inclination to ' the 
authority of your Father who is in heaven. 
Shall you be received into heaven ? Shall 
obftinate rebellion inherit the recompense 
of the righteous? Verily the wrath of 
God comcth upon all the children of difo* 
hedience. 

III. You are now prepared, I apprehend, 
to acknowledge that when St. James in* 
ftru&s you that to defpife the authority of 
God in one point is to be guilty of defpifing 
it in all points ; and that no man, who wil- 
fully perfeveres in tranfgrefling one of thq 
commandments of Chrift, has grounds for 
cxpefting to be received by Him into glory 
at the taft day ; the Apoftle delivers a doc-» 
trine which is perfe&ly reafonable. It is 
a doftrine which in the parallel cafes of 

fubje6ls f 
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Tubje6ts, of fbldiers, of fervants, of children, 
you confefs to be entirely reafonable. It 
is the rule by which men rightly judge 
one concerning another. It is likewiie 
the general rule of Holy Writ* . It is 
the rule which God eftablifhed in tha 
Old Teftament. Read ihe tweuty-feventh 
chapter of the book of Deuteronomy ; and 
you will perceive that for each of the fe+ 
parate crimes there fpecified the curfe of 
Ood ii pronounced to be due. It .is the 
rule by which St. Paul avers no lefs clearly 
than St. James, that God will judge every 
one of us. Be not deceived: neither forni- 
cators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor re~ 
viler s, nor extortioners, nor they who are 
guilty of uncleannefs, or of lafcivioufnefs, or 
of hatred, or of variance, or of emulations, 
or of wrath, or offtrife, or offeditions, or of 
herejies, or of envy, or of murder, or of re* 
veilings, or of fuch things, of any fiich fin, 
of any of the works of the fiejh, Jhall in- 
herit the kingdom of God (c). Mark the 
words of the Apoftle. He does not lay 
that the man who is guilty of all thefe fins, 
or the man who is guilty of moil: of thefe 
iins, or the man who is guilty of ibveral of 
(c) 1 Cor..vL $* ifh GaLjV. 19—21. 

' Q 4 thefe 
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thefe fins, lhall not inherit the kingdom of 
God* He exprefsly affirms that the man 
who is guilty of any one of thefe fins 
(hall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
Not but that perlbns who have lived in 
one or even in many of thefe enormities 
may yet be faved. Repentance is offered 
to them by their Redeemer : and if, turning 
to the grace which is fet before them, they 
truly repent, and continue ftedfaft in holi- 
neis, they ihall obtain eternal life. . Let the 
wicked man forfake bis way, and the un- 
righteous man bis thoughts : and let him turn 
unto the Lord, for He will have mercy upon 
him ; and unto our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon. Then however long they 
had walked, however deeply they had funk, 
cveft in the worft of the enormities recently 
enumerated by St, Paul ; yet now* like his 
penitent Corinthians who formerly were 
fuch, they are wajhed, they are fan&ified, 
they are jujiified in the name of the Lord 
J ejus and by the Spirit of our God (d)< But 
if a man refolutely perfifts in any one of 
his finful ways* affuredly. he (hall perifh. 
Why ? Becaufe, defpifing the firft and great 
commandment, he loves not God with all 
his heart. Becaufe his heart is not right 

(rf) *Cor**i. 11. 

with 
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with God. In fomc refpe&s he obeys 
God: but in bne point he will not obey 
him. As though, by keeping fome of the 
commandments, he could purchafe a licenfe 
to break others! As. though, by withhold- 
ing fubmiffion from God with regard to 
one branch of his law, he did not deny his 
univerfal fovereignty ! As though, by per- 
fevering in one favourite fin, he did not 
(hew his love for that tin to be greater than 
for God! As though, by obftinately pre- 
ferring his own will to the precepts of the 
Gofpel, he did not prove that he was bent 
on living unto himfelf, not unto Chrift! 
Jefus Chrift gave himfelf for us, that be 
might redeem us from all iniquity. If there 
be any iniquity whatever which we will 
not renounce for the fake of Chrift ; we 
cannot be his difciples, we are not par- 
takers of his redemption. 

If the rule then, my brethren, which 
the Apoftle delivers in the text, be in itlelf 
completely reafonable ; if it be conformable 
to the principles of equity by which you 
daily decide concerning men ; if it be not 
peculiar to St. James,, but upheld by the 
uniform tenor of the word of God r receive 
it as an infallible criterion of your fpiritual 
profpe&s. Try by this ftandgrd the grounds 

of 
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ef your hope that you are in a ftate of fal- 
vatioa. Fix not your thoughts oil thofe 
portions of your conduct which you efleem 
the faireft. Lode alfo to the duties which 
you aegleft, to the tranfgreffions in which 
you. wiifblly indulge. Say not ; " I know 

* that I reverence God, becaufe I Jo many 

* things for Jhis fake/* Alk yourfelf whe- 
ther it be your defire, and your aim, to do 
all things for his fake. If there be any 
pra&ice which you pertinaciously hold fail 
in oj^ofiiion to his /revealed will; you 
deny his authority r you reverence him not. 
Say not; "I am. confident that I am re- 
" ligious and (hall inherit the kingdom of 
*'«Chrift; becaqfe I aril not unchafte, nor a 

* thief, nor a drunkard, nor a reveller, nor 
u heretical, nop feditious." Examine whc«* 
ther you are not covetous. If you are pure 
from covetoufnefs ; fearch whether you arc 
Hot addi&ed to envy* If neither covetous 
»or envious; $re you not a revilerr If 
dear from thefe fins; do not you cherifh 
hatred i Proceed in this method through 
that catalogue of fins which Si* Paul has 
difplayed before you : from that catalogue, 
purfue your enquiry, through the other 
heads of offences, to which by his con- 
cluding general expreffron he refers you: 

22 and 
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and learn whether there be not fome on* 
habitual fin, which you abftiaaftdy cherilh* 
If that be the cafe; believe the word of 
God, believe the folemn and repeated de* 
clarations of the Holy Ghoft, that this very 
fin, unlefs through the. divine grace, whid| 
awaits your prayers, it be abandoned wilt 
caft you into * hell. Hear St. James il- 
lustrating by a fpecific example the import 
of his doctrine. If any man among you feem 
to be religious, and briMetb not bis tongue^ 
tut decehetb bis own heart} that maris r& 
ligion is vain. The man who bridled* not 
bis tongue, however religious he may id 
other refpe&s appear, is not religious : hft 
may perfuade himfelf that he is religious; 
but he deceiveth his own heart-, his reli* 
gion may be outwardly fpecious and im* 
pofing, but it is not religion; it is a hollow* 
empty, unfubftantial appearance, a vain, de~ 
lufive, unprofitable fhadow. His unbridled 
fongue fhall be his deftrudion. Shall hit 
unbridled tongue deftroy his foul, even 
though in many points he ads in con- 
formity to the precepts of religion ? AA 
furedly. By refilling to curb his tongttd 
he proves that very conformity npt to flow 
from religion. Were his obedience in other 
points genuine, it would not be limited *> 

them. 
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them* He is not religious : therefore he 
juftly perifhes. In the place of an un- 
bridled tongue fubftitute the fin which you 
retain, and apply this reafoning to yourfelf. 
Deceive not your own heart. Beware left 
you only Jeem to be religious. Beware left 
your religion be vain. If you prefer any one 
finfiil habit to the command of God ; you 
are not his fervant. If you fuffer any one 
Jinful habit to ftand between you and hea- 
ven ; you deferve to forfeit heaven. You 
confefs that God has authority to forbid 
every fin. You confefs that he has for- 
bidden every fin. You hear his voice in 
the Scriptures. His warnings are urged 
upon you by his minifters. You are fatif- 
fied that you can obtain falvation in no 
other path than that which he has traced. 
You are fully apprifed that, uulefs you la- 
bour to obey Him in all things, the feverity 
of his wrath will abide upon you. With 
this conviftion to awaken your confeience, 
do you fay unto the Moft High ; " Thefe 
." things, will I do for Thee; but this thing I 
44 will not do for Thy fake. Thus far I will 
*' obey Thee : but here I will be mafter ?" 
Do you fpeak thus, and prefume to affirm 
that you pay refpe& to the fovereignty of 
the Almighty ? Do you aft in this fpirit, 

and 
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and hope to be acceptecHby Him ? Is this 
to love holinefs ? Is this to feck firft the 
kingdom of God and his righteoufnefs ? 
Is this to mortify your corruptions, and to 
live unto Chrift who died fctfybtl? A good 
man may be overcome by a fudden tempta* 
tion : but he will be humbled in forrow to 
the duft, and will be led by remorfe to 
encreafed earneftnefs in watchfulnefs and 
prayer* He who has not beea fully in- 
ftruded may long remain in blindnefc and 
^uilt: yet let.; his heart -^become turned 
unto God, and t;he eyes of his underftand- 
ing be opened, and he wilr abhor himfelf 
and repent. But the man 1 who, with an 
unclouded knowledge of his duty, refutes 
to aim at univerfai holinefs, and perfifts in 
the referved indulgence of Ibme unchriftkui 
temper or praftice ; be that temper or prac 
lice what it may, (hall find its fruit to be 
everlafHng condemnation* 
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; . ■ . PfeAtM cxli. 3« 

4fr * ffttfc6* O Lord I before my mouth t 
keep- the door of my lips* 

' .\ftf Cff^S," exclaim the incoiifiderate, 
i ; u are empty air ; formlefs (hadows; 
M tranfient pictures of the inclination of the 
f 4 moment* Even when moA reprehen* 
44 fible, we have intended little by them. 
44 They were the offspring of futprife. 
44 They were faults, if faults, which died 
44 in their birth. The wind carried them 
^ away and they were forgotten. God 
44 looks to*fubftantial deeds. We fhall be 
44 recompenfed according to our works." 

Death and life, replies the voice of the 
Moft High, are in the power of the tongue. 
By thy words tboujhalt be juftifiedj and by 

tby 
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thy words tboujhalt be condemned. For eotrf 
idle word that men pall /peak tkeyjhaH give 
account in the day of judgement. If any man 
Jeem to be religious ', and bridktb not bis tongue ; 
that man's relighk is vain (a). The tongue 
is the great inciter to holinefi abd to fin.: 
ft is the hand that executes : but it is the 
tongue that perl uades. iThe tongue gives 
vent to the heart. Out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth fptaketb (£). There is 
no thought, evil or righteous, which the 
tongue may not be the inftrumeiit of em- 
bodying in words : no purpofe, finfol or 
holy, which it may not be employed to en- 
cburageir to reprefs. 

I prdpoTe* to explain the nature of fbme 
of'-ftc principal fins of the tongue. Ouf 
atttfhticfrr-ftrtiH fir ft -' be direfted to thdfe 
whle?f, trheri cbrrtpared with others, appeal 
Acf : !IgKteft ; -and fubfequently to thofes 
wh*ch are the -hioft heinous. Let me re- 
miftd-you however, that for any fin, however 
light -ft may appear, nothing but the blood 
ofChirift ean atooe;-and that in ptppor- 
tiofi is fins appear comparatively light, they 
will probably be the more frequently re- 



(m) Prov. xviii. tu Matth, xii. j6, 37. Jattes, L 26. 
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pcated, and repeated without being followed . 
by repentance. 

I. Let us advert to thofe offences of the 
tongue, which may be comprehended under 
St. Paul's expreffion,y^/^ talking (r). 

To this defcription belongs all levity of 
difcourfe upon folemn or weighty fubje&s. 
Some perfbns are fb indifpofed to fobriety 
of thought, and have fo long aqcuftomed 
themfelves to regard ferioufnefs as border- 
ing upon flupidity or gloom; that the 
* graveft. concerns lofe in their converfation 
every lympton of importance. Whatever 
be the topic under difcuffion, a flippancy 
of manner which they interpret to them- 
« ielves as gaiety, and a pertneis of language 
which they fuppofe to be wit, are indis- 
criminately exhibited. The wifeft reflec- 
tions are encountered with unmeaning 
laughter: and conclufions of the higheft 
moment are repelled by a paltry effort at a 
j«ft. Of another clafs, more numerous, 
and* if it be poffible, equally thoughtlefs, 
the converfation is altogether and uniformly 
idle. Day after day, at home and abroad, 
you hear nothing drop from their lips which 

(t) Ephef. y. 4* 
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m&nifefts a cultivated nfind, or a defire of 
mental improvement. Every thing is tri- 
fiihg. In the multitude of words, for fuch 
perfons ufually are inceflant talkers, you 
difcover nothing but emptinefs and folly. 
Not only are all religious enquiries and ob- 
feryations excluded ; but all difquifitions 
tending to the enlargement and communi- 
cation of knowledge are difcouragcd at 
leaft, if not defpifed. Now though reafon 
and religion are vefy itnperfeflly under- 
ftood, when they arc conceived to difcoun- 
tenance innodent pleafantry, and cheerful 
relaxation in fecial converfe ; and though 
it ihould be admitted that neithejf of the 
two fets of perfons which have been de- 
icribed, are guilty of intentional criminality 
ill their cuftoinary mode of difcouffe : yet 
iurely it.defefves the confideration of every 
man, whether fpeech, one of the moft emi* 
hent gifts of God, ought not to be em- 
ployed to the glory of the Giver and the 
good of mankind; and whether the glory 
6f God and the good of mankind afe pro- 
moted by foolifh talking. Does it conduce 
to the glory of God that, while the adtions 
of your fellow-creatures dwell on your 
tongue, and form the theme of your praife ; 
there fhquld be no mention of His power, 
Vol. IL R of 
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of His love, qf His wifdoro, of His provi- 
dence, of His great and wonderful works ? 
Does it contribute to your own benefit acrd 
to the welfare of others that, while the 
, petty concerns of the prefent life attraft ua- 
weajied attention, all reference to the ia- 
teJ-efts of eternity (hould be chafed away 
t>y levity, or extinguiihed by filence ; that 
difcourfe to be entertaining* mud guard, 
againft being inftru6tive;and that mirth* 
itfelf fhould lofe the power of pleafing as 
foon as it begins to be rational ? *Tbe lips of 
tfae wife dijperfe knowledge : but the heart of 
the foolijh doeth not fo. Tie tongue of the 
wife ufeth knowledge aright : but the mouth 
of fools pouretb outfoolijhnefs (</). 

II. Another clafs of fins of the tongue 
includes thofe which arife from impatience 
and discontent. 

Of this defcription is hafty and peevifh 
language in common life* In fuch lan- 
guage, and in the feelings which give birth 
to it, many perfons indulge themfelves to 
a greater or a lefs extent, who appear con- 
scious of the guilt of violent tempers, and 
»re rarely, perhaps never, known to be hur- 

(/) Proy. xv. 2, 7. 

ried 
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ried into the extreme of paffioh. la ib- 
cietj their deportment is placid ; fheir lan- 
guage that of mildnels and felf-command. 
Neither are they a6Hng a part. On the 
whole the ftate of their minds correfponds 
at the time to their words and demeanotfr* 
The flight degree of reftraint which fh£ 
prefence of a ftranger, or of any perfori 
With whom they are not intimately ac- 
quainted, impofes, proves Sufficient imper* 
ceptibly to reprefs any riling emotion of 
ill-humour, or to call forth the mental ex* 
ertions neceffary to quell it. But follow 
them into doxneftic fcenes, and you no 
longer contemplate an uninterrupted calm* 
No furious ftorm arifes : but transient clouds 
are continually obfeuring the fiinfhine* Any 
little incident which erodes the inclination*, 
. any occurrence which difturbs the cuftom- 
ary order of family proceedings, pro- 
duces an expreffion more or lefs tin&ured 
with anger. Trifling faults in, the beha- 
viour of any other member of the houfe- 
hold excite ftronger fymptoms of irrita- 
bility. Scarcely has one petty fburce of 
vexation fpent itfelf, when it is fuceeeded 
by forae new caufe of temporary difquiet. 
The intervals of tranquillity are faddened 
by the apprehenfion that fome trivial cir- 
R 2 cumftance, 
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cumftance, unfofefecn until the moment 
when it takes place, will fpeedily intervene 
to difturb the ferenity of the hour. Thus 
domeitic cpmfort is perpetually invaded by 
little uneafinefles, little bickerings, little 
difagreements : and at length perhaps falls 
a facrifice to the multiplication of incon- 
fiderable wounds. Is this to be kindly af- 
fe&ioned, tender-hearted, one towards an* 
other ? Is this to walk in love ? Is this to 
imitate the gentknefs of Chriji? Who art 
thou, who thus takeft offence, if fome trifle 
interferes with thy wifhes of the moment? 
Who art thou who weighell: in flich fcru* 
pulous icales the looks and words of every 
inmate of thy abode ? Doft thoy expe<£t 
that all things (hall be conduced, that all 
things can be conduced, in uniform ful>* 
fervience to thy humour? Are no com- 
pliances, no offices of accommodation, no 
iacrifices to the convenience and reafonable 
defires of others, due from thee ? Haft thou 
So little regard for the feelings of thofe un- 
der thy roof, as. continually to harais and 
diftrefs them ? U the affe&ion of thy fa- 
mily of fo fmall value in thine eyes, that 
ncedlefsly and for objects of no moment 
tho-i? i irwd.f'c the diminution of it? Exa- 
rr.-.. >. y L-::o;::, that thou mayeft dete& 

the 
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Ac pride and the felfifhnefs, by which it is 
iftfeited. Seek the grace of God : for only 
by divine grace can it be purified. 
- But fome men advance to bolder mani- 
feftations of impatience and difcontent. 
NcSt only is their fretfulnels querulous, ve- 
hement, and acrimonious, in domeftic antf 
in fbcial life : but, after tormenting man, 
it fhrinks not from infulting God. They 
repine at his difpenfations : they murmur 
againft his Providence. If their plans fail 
of fuccefs,' the firft ftep is, whether with 
refrfon or without reafon, to transfer from 
themfelveS to others the charge of negle&' 
and imprudent management. What is the 
fecond ? TrV> complain that they never prof- 
per like other men ; that numbers^ far lefs^ 
deferving than themfelves, have better for- 
tune : that they have peculiar reafon to 
complain of hard meafure at the hand of 
Providence: in fliort, they appfoach as 
nearly as they dare to the blafphemous 
aflertion, that the Ruler of the Univerfe is 
k tyrannical and unjuft. What ! fhall not the 
Giver of all good diftribute his bounties 
according to his own pleafure ? To whom 
are you' indebted for life and all its ble£ 
fings ? To whom do you owe thofe facul- 
ties of the underftanding with which you 
R 3 . * are 
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are cheriftung hard thoughts of God ; that 
voice with which you arc giving .utterance 
to difcontented murpmrs againft Him? 
Having received fo ranch, is this your gra- 
titude, to be indignant that you have not 
obtained more ? Does not He, who know* 
q^l things, difcern whether it is better that 
you. (hould enjoy a greater or a lels portion 
of his gifts ? Does not He difcern whether 
the acquifition which you now dpfire wouldL 
forward or obftrudt your fclvfrtiqp \ Has 
loot He pledged bi$ unakemhle word that* 
if you. truly lpve hijp f all things fli^ll in , the* 
end xwork together for your good ? When* 
the Lord Jefus, whofe fervant yon affirm 
yourfclf, faw that the foxes had holes, that 
^the birds of the air frad neft^, but that He 
himfelf had not where to lay his head: 
did He repine ? When, after afaftpf forty 
ilays he fuflered hunger ; did He explain ? 
He refigned hirnfelf to the good pieafurQ 
of his Father. He prayed that ¥lo£ his own 
will, but the wi| of his Fath?r, might be 
done. When affli&ed and opp$-$$ed, He 
opencd'POt his mouth. Even when d r *gge*l 
to* the crofs, He was brought, as a lamb, pa- 
tient and filerat, to th^ {laughter ; a#d as ^ 
ihjeep before her {headers is dumb, lb He 
ppenqd not his mouth, \£ you profefs to 
6 he 
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be the difriple of Chrift ; follow his tte?p& 
If, in Vo^r daily fupplicatiohs,* you pray 
♦hat the will of God may be done in 
)fearth as it is in heaven j cheerfully acquis 
Wee in his ~wiU. Take heed to thy ways* 
jkeef thy tnbutb as it were with a brMfe, that 
thoufn not *wtb thy tongue. The Lord h 
in His holy temple : let hll the earth keep* 
jfilence before hifn (/). \ 

• IH. Let ufc now confidfer ihofe traiiC- 
grfcffions of tfee * lips-, which may be ire?- 
£arded as thfe oflSprihg of contention, - : 

• 'Be ye angry ', and Jin not. If angtr in its 
loweft degre* overtake you; Ibewart 6f tranf- 
greftidn. Sin after firi is the uiiial cohfe- 
<|\iince of anger : and among the firft finfe 
which arrfe from anger are fins of the 
torigue* Thte irritated mind unburthens 
itfelf in paflionat^ language. At firft, per- 
haps, the expreffions preferve fome meafure 
x>f moderation : and the angry man, at the 
very time when he is offending God by 
intemperate words, is fecretly priding him- 
felf on his fuppofed forbearance. But the 
beginning of ftrife is as whin one letteth out 
water: therefore leave off contention before it 
be meddled, with (f). If dnce you make a 

(#) Pfalm, xxxix* i. Hab. ii. 20. {/) Prav. xvli. 14. 

, R 4 breach 



*4& On Sfns of the Ttotguo. 

breach in the dam ; you know not how 

furious a torrent may rufh forth, nor how 

.wide and' deftru£Hve may bje its ravages* 

JBeAold, faith the Scripture, jlluftrating by 

another impge the progrefiive violence of 

contention; Behold bow great a matter q 

little fire kmdletb / The tongue is a fire ^ an4 

Jettetjf? on fir $ the courfe of nature.*, and is ifr 

f e lff et *nfi r * of bell (g). When the heart 

glows with refentment, heat and vehemence 

<jf languagq betray the inward flamp. Then 

follow eager accufations, opprobrious rer 

fledions, malicjous infmuations, fpit^fql 

upbraidings, fneers and faunts and far- 

cafms and revilings. Tie banning of the 

words , of his mouth is foolijhnefs ; and the 

pid of his talk is nfifchievous madnefs (A). 

The tongue of rage blaze? fiercer and fiercer; 

and ^bftfUjis from no injury towards man or 

towards God. Is this to b? the difciple of 

the p^eek and holy Jefus ? Is this to imi* 

tate Him who, when he was reviled, re- 

,viled ljot again; when he : fufl^red, threat^ 

ened not j \vh e H he was unjuftly fmitten, 

calmly replied; If f have dor^e eyi} r .bwr* 

witnefs of the evil: but if well, why jmueft 

thou me (/)? when he was nailed to the crpfe, 

ii) James, ill. 5, 6, (£) Eccl.x. 13. 

(#) John j xyiii. 23. 
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prayed for his murderers, and fuggefted in 
)iis prayer the only plea which could b* 
alleged in extenuation of their guilt? Id 
this to remember the petition framed by 
Him for your daily devotions r that .God 
would 1q forgive your trefpafles, as you for* 
give thejn who trfefpafs againft you? Is 
this to obey his folemn command j Blefs 
them that curfe you j pray for them which 
dejpitefulfy ufe yw and perfecute you (£)? Is 
this to give credit tp his awful declaration 1 
JVkofqeyer Jhall fay to bis brother ', Raca; 
wholpever ftia.ll malignantly fiddreis an* 
Other even, wjth a. flight term of reproach', 
jhall be in danger of the council : and wbofo^ 
ever jhall fay ^ ^boufooU jball be in danger 
of hell fire (I) ? Is this to believe his re* 
pewed warding by the mouth of St. Paul: 
fie not deceived: revilers Jhall not inherit 
fbe kingdom of God (m) ? Do you attempt 
to excufe yourfelf by the afyfurd apology fq 
frequent on the lips of the paflionate ; that 
you flvoulcl not have offended with youf 
tongue, if you had not received provoca* 
tion? As though it would have been a 
poble proof of felfrdenial to have refrained 
from outrageous language when there was 

(k) Matth. v. 44,. (/) Ibid. 42. 

(fl) I Qor. vi. 9, |o. 
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no motive to excite it I As though it 
would have been a figaal teftitnony of 
obedience to God, to lave refraifted from 
firtmng when there wis tio temptation to 
offend I Why does the Almighty permit 
provocations to affail t«*fce, but to prove 
thee, to know what is in thine heart, whe* 
ther thou wilt keep his commandments or 
no: whether thou wilt tfb6y the headkmg 
iinpulfe of wrath ; or ftfke thfough the 
grace of thy God, and for tta feke of plead- 
ing Him, to remain uftmoved ? How \i 
obedience to* be exerciied, but by trials? 
When is it t6 be maniftfted, but in the 
hour of trial } Let voery man y nty behvtd 
-brethren, befaift ty be«r> faw to fyeak,Jhib 
4o "wrath: for the r terath of hdn w&rketb 
not the righteoufnefs -of Odd. I'hefeecb ym 
that ye walk worthy ef the vocation where- 
*nitb ye are tailed, with all lowlikefs and 
bieeAne/s; with longfufering; fdrbeariftg 
me another in loVe\ endeavouring' to keep- 
'the unity of the Spirit in the iond of 
feace (n). 

IV. I proceed to thofe fins of the 
tongue which owe the?r origin to vanity 
and pride. 

(«) James S. i$), 20. Eph. Jv. x^-3. 
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Thefe.fins may be comprehended under 
the term boaftfulnefc. The boaftful man 
(peakefh of himfelf, and feeketh his own 
glory. His heart is lifted up ; his mouth 
uttereth proud things : he giveth .not the 
honour unto God : 'he vaunteth himfelf 
againft the Moft High. When he medi* 
tat^s 2fft important undertaking, he fays not 
with the Apoftle; If the Lordwil£ I Jhalt 
do this or that. His language is that which 
the Scripture reprobates ; To-morrow I will 
go into fab 4 city, dpi fiay there a year, 
and buy and fill* and get gain (0). When 
his enterprifes proffer, he remembers not 
that it is the Lord who giveth him power 
to get wealth* He exclaims with NebuchacU 
nezzar : Zr not this great Babylon that I have 
built ? — with the king of Aflyria, By my 
wifdw I have done it ; for Iftm prudent ;— 
with the vaunting Ifraelite, My power, and 
the might of my arm, hath gotten me this 
wealth (p). If he talks of religion, it is to 
fay to his neighbour ; Stand by thy f elf: come 
not near to me : for I am holier than tbou. I 
fhani God that I am not as other men are 9 
J am rich and increaffd. with fpiritual goods % 

(p) James, iv. 13. 15. 

(j>) Dan, iv. 30. I&iah, x, 13. Dcut, viii. 17. 

and 
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and have need of nothing Qf). If he meets 
with oppofition, he cries out with the over- 
bearing boafter defer ibed by the Pfalmift : 
With piy tongue will I prevail : my lips are 
my own. Who is lord over me (r) ? Even 
health and bodily flrength and a&ivity are 
with him the fubjedh of vain-glory, as 
though he had conferred them upon him- 
felf. Not ^infrequently wickedneis itfelf 
becomes his boaft He openly triumphs 
in the violence with Vvbich he has borne 
down an opponent ; in the cunniag with 
which he has overreached a competitor; 
in the revenge which hp has exercifed 
againfl: a perfon who has offended him ; in 
being mighty to drink wine, and a man of 
firength to mingle jtrong drink £s). Soli- 
citous in everv circumftance of -life to mag* 
nify himfelf, he lpe^ks contemptfioufly and 
degradingly of others : and the' tfnore con- 
temptuoufly and degradingly in. proportion 
as he apprehends that they may be advan- 
tageoufly compared with him, or may ftaud 
jn the way of hh enterprifes and projedb. 
This is he who feeketh* honour from men, 
jiot the honour which cometh only from 

(f) Ifaiah, tyv. 5. Luke, xviii. u. Rev. iii. 17. 
[r) Pf, xi\. f, (j) IC v. 22. 

God. 
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God, * This is he who pefceiveth not that 
before honour is humility. This is he who- 
knoweth not -that every one who exalteth 
himfelf (hall be abafed. This is he who 
knoweth not that in each of the catalogues 
of grievous finners recorded by St. Paul as* 
objeds of divine vengeance, boafters have 
a place* Does the boafter call himfelf a 
4i(ciple and imitator of the Lord Jefus? 
Come and learn of me, laid Chrift ; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart. He did not found 
a trumpet before him ; nor caufo bis voice < 
to be heard in the ftreet. Though com'- 
miflioned to diiplay hi? miraculous power 
in public as one of the proofs that he w^s 
the predicted Saviour, he delighted to find 
occafions of exerting it in private : he re- 
peatedly enjoined the concealment of his 
mighty deeds: he ftudioufly transferred 
the entire praife of his works from himfelf 
to his Father : he commanded the few 
witneffes, whom he permitted to behold his 
transfiguration,- to make no mention of 
that diiplay of glory until after his death. 
Seeft thou a man wife in his own conceit ? 
There is more hope of a fool than of him. 
Brethren \ in honour prefer one another. Be 
courteous in word and in deed. llet another 
man praife thee, and not thine own mouth : 

a f ranger, 
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afiranger, and not thine own lips. Let n&~ 
thing be done through fir if e or. vain glory I* 
but in lowlinefs of mind let each efteem others 
better than bimfelf (t)* 

Many other offences of the tongue re* 
quire to be noticed ; and will form, with 
the permiflion of God, the fubjeft of a 
future difcourfe*. The number, however, 
and the magnitude of thofe which have been 
inveftigated are Efficient to awe the care* 
lefs into reflection. Where .now, yc in- 
confiderate, are your delufions ? Are 
word? empty air ? Are fins of the tongue 
like the path of an arrow through a cloud* 
undifcerned, undilbovcrable, forgotten? If 
a hook of remembrance is written before God 
for them that fear the Lord, andfpeak often 
\ne to another : is there no book of remem- 
brance for them who employ not his gift 
of fpeech to his glory ? If the Lord bear- 
kens and hears, when men glorify Him in 
the uie of His gift ; if He proclaims, They 
Jba/l be mine $ and I will fpare them, as a 
manfpareth his own Jon thatjerveth bim{u): 
ihall he not hearken and hear, Ihall he 
not avenge and deftroy, when the tongue 

(/) Prov, xxvi. 1 2. xxrii. a. I Pet. iii* 8. Philipp. ii. J. 
(«) Mai. ilk 16, 17. 

labour* 
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labours in the fervice of fin b In that for* 
vice, my brethren, haw long have our 
tongues wearied themfelves ! How little 
in the application of ipeech have we imi- 
tated our Lord; his prudence, his pa- 
tience, his calmnefs, his lowlinefs. By 
foolifh talking, by fretful and impatient 
language, by ftrife, by boafting, by one or 
by all of thefe fins, how often has every 
one of us tranfgrefled ! In proportion as 
we have refembled any of the pi&ures 
which have been drawn, fo great has been 
our guilt. Do we deem the difpenfation 
unreasonable, that words, no lefs than 
aaions, fhall be grounds of punifhment ? 
They reft on the fame bafis. They are ia 
nature cfTentially the fame. Words and 
anions are equally figns : figns of the ftate 
pf the heart. The word, the deed, the 
meditated purpofe, fpeak the fame lan- 
guage in the ear of the Moft High. 
Alike they reveal the governing principle 
of the foul. Alike they tertify the fa6fc 
which decides our doom : that we arc 
fervants of God ; or that we . are fervants 
of the devil. 
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Psalm cxli. $* 



Set a watch , O Lord! before my rhouthi 
keep the door of my lips* 

TN the preceding difcourfe I represented 
to you the nature and confequences of 
various fins of the tongue. Let me notf 
proiecute my defign of warning you againft 
additional offences equally comprehended 
within the fcope of the text* 

V. The offence to which I fhall in the 
next place refer is cenforioufnefs. 

It is not cenforioufnefs to affirm fin td 
be fin : to paint its heinoufneft in its true 
colours: to proclaim the tremendous 
judgements which hang over the heads of 
the impenitent* To palliate guilt as though 

it 
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it were of trivial concern : to denominate 
various kinds of wickednefs by thofe light 
appellations, which fafhion moil irreli- 
giouily applies to them : to lull the trani- 
greflbr into fecurity by obfeuring or ex- 
plaining away the icxiptural limitations of 
the 4ivine mercy; by defcribing the pu- 
niihments referved fer the ungodly as leis 
aweful in their nature and duration than 
the plain import of the Word of God pro- 
nounces them to be; Or by maintaining a 
cowardly and unchriftian fiience, : when 
duty requires you to proteft, to admonifh, 
to alarm : to a£t thus is to Jjrove yourfelf 
little acquainted with the Gofpel of Chrift, 
or little difpofed to imbibe the fpirit of a 
Chriftian; little folicitou? for the glory of 
your Lord, and for the falvation of your 
own foul, and of the foul of your neighbour. 
Neither is it alway cenforioufnefs to make 
known the faults of another* Not only 
may public juftice require you to uphold 
the interefts of fbciety by bearing a faithful 
teftimony againft crimes ; but your duty to 
your family and to your friends, and your 
general obligation to fupply feafonable 
counfel to the, unwary, may demand that 
you fhould reveal, in the fpirit of truth 
and meeknefs, the a&ual mifcondud of 
individuals : and that you fhould point out, 
Vol. II. S * aqcording 
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according to your deliberate view 'of flieir 
chara&ers, fuch of their difpofitions, ha- 
bits and purpofes as, in your apprehenfion, 
would prove, were you to remain ftlent, 
mifchievous and enfnaring. ' But when 
you publifh the faults of others unneceffa- 
rily; when you enlarge upon them to ft 
needlefs. length ; when you develop them 
•with unwarranted vehemence ; When you 
knowingly omit any true or prdbable cu> 
cumftarice tending to diminifh their magni- 
tude : in each of thefe cafes you are cen- 
fbrioiis. In other wbrds, cenforioufnefe is 
fo to difcourfe concerning the offences of 
another as to tranfgrefs againft charity. 
Somefperfons are' ceriforious through care- 
leflhefs; fbme through felfifhnefs ; fbme 
through anger; fbme through malice ; fbme 
through' envy. According to the difference 
of the fources from which cenforioufncfs 
lprings, its guilt is more or lefs flagrant 
But even when it drifes from earelcflhefe, 
deem it not a trifling fin. You are riot 
carelefs concerning your own chara61er r 
your own welfare. Are you not to ! love 
your neighbour as yourfelf \ You ■ feel 
painid and injured,, if your own failings 
are inadvertently raade the fubjedt of need- 
lefs obfervation. Why do you caufe needtefs 
pim^tthd injury to-your neighbour? Refleft 
13 how 



QvStis ty the Tdngs& 359 

kovr opp^fite.k cenforioufnefs, from what-* 
ever firorce it itoay jiroceed^ to tbe\prfccepts 
tdf Jefus Ghrifti jf'udgi not, that ye be not 
Judged. Why ,beho!defl thou the mate that as 
sn:thy brother's iye\ but confidcrejt not the 
(beam that is in thine o&n eye {a) ? Reflcd: 
hem contrary it is to his example. HoW 
ignwe wfts .his cwverfetioii from, barfh re r ' 
tflttftions: on jfce prejudices, the timidity^ 
£he cQld and havering &ith of his follow- 
6119 : arid from needlefs feyecity in noticing 
jthe pbdurate blindnefs, the unconquerable 
Haalipe, and the murderous defigris of his 
A$femi£$K .Brethren, be yefoUvwers of God, 
wsidstrxhildfini and walk in Awe, as £brift 
iwtkfoved uu ; Gtmjider ywrjilves> left y£ aifb 
ft tempted (b)i .. 

.aVL Let lis now direft our 4 thoughts td 
thofefins of. the lips* which originate in a 
bjify acd meddling fpirit : fins which, if not 
ia.themlelves of a deeper hue than fome 
f which have. already been. mentioned, often 
throve more extenfively deftru&ive to the 
peace of fbciety* 

From a bu£y and meddling temper is 
dorived a loquacious interference in thecoli- 
cetoa of other men* The people of Athens, 
.when $t* Paul was in their city, (pent their 

(0} Mattluirii, 1.3. (£) Epk.r. 1, 2. Gal. vL 1. 
t •' S 2 time 
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time in .nothing elfe but .either to till etr to 
bear fome new thing. Many Chriftians feem 
by their conduct to be defendants of thefe 
Athenians. Impelled by curiofity, they 
fearch out every petty trania&ion of the 
neighbourhobd ; fift it again, and again to 
the very bottom ; and treafure up in their 
memories, in fuch matters too faithful, each 
particle of intelligence which they have 
colle&ed. They pry into the interior of 
families ; Wprm out every incideiit tff the 
day; make themfelves mailers of every 
change in the domeftic arrangement; and 
difcover every proje&ed plan of alteration 
almoft as foon as it isr formed* often before 
it has been digefted, by the perion who de- 
vifed it. The ftore of newfc which they 
have thus acquired vanity and felf-import- 
ance urge them to communicate. Hence 
from bufy-bodies they advance to be tale- 
bearers. They wander from boufe to houfe, 
being tatkrs alfo, fpeaking tbofe things which 
they ought not (c). Wherever they wander, 
they fpread mifchief. If they employ fqjr 
the gratification of malevolence the tidings 
which the fpirit of curiofity has gleaned ; 
they are among the moft dangerous of man- 
kind. But what if they are actuated merely 
by the love of tatling? They ebcourage 

. .-.-Ml « Tim. v. i j, - . 

idlenefs; 
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Idlenefs; they inflame inquifitivencfs ; they 
betray fecrets ; they excite quarrels ; they 
prolong diflentions. Hear with what accu- 
racy they aire chara&erifed in theSert£ures. 
A Serpent will bite ; md a babbler is no bet- 
ter. The words of a talebearer are wounds* 
A talebearer revealeti fecrets. He that re- 
feateth a matter feparatetb very friends. 
Where no wood is> the fire goetb out; Jo, 
where there is no talebearer \ the fir if e ceafii 
ttb(d). Hear the pofitive commands of 
God, Thou Jhalt not go up and down as a 
talebearer among thy people. Let none of 
you fuffer as a bufy-body in other men's 
matters. Study to be quiet, and do your own 
bufinefs{e). The conftant object of Jefus 
Chrift was to be employed about that great 
bufmefs for which his Father had fent him 
into the world. Let it be your . conftant 
objeft to attend to that momentous con* 
cern, for which our Father who is in 
heaven hath fent you into the world. Re- 
peat not the proceedings or the purpofes 
of your. neighbour, except in fuch a manner 
as may tend to edification. The Lard 
hateth him that foweth djfeord among bre- 
thren. For every idle word that men jhall 

{d\ Ecd. x. ii. Pjw. xd. ]j« xvii.9. xviii. it. xxvi.20. 
(#) Lev. xix. 16. 1 Pel. iv. 15. 1 Thcff. iv. 1 1. 

S3 fteak 
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fteak 'they jhall give account in the d^^jt 
judgement (/). 

Vllt We are now to consider thofe 
offences, which fall under the general de- 
fcription of deceit. 

Of thefe the mojft prominent is opeti 
falfehood. It is by the bands of truth that 
fbciety is held together. It is in fincerity 
and truth that we are to ferve God. The 
liar deftroys the foundation of all confident** 
whether in the public dealings of men'orid 
with another, or in the retirement of do- 
meftic life. The evils which the violation 
of truth produces are fo manifeft: the dif- 
ficulty of guarding againft its effects is fo 
great.; and the indignation with which 
jften, with whatever indifference ;they be- 
hold their neighbour's fin as committed 
againft God, condemn it when prejudicial 
to th*mfclves, is fo prompt ; that he who k 
notorioufly guilty of lying is 'held in. general 
abhorrence : and even thfcie -who fcbandoq 
themfelves toother branches of wickednefc, 
and fcarcely pretend to^pay an exteirkfr: rt* 
gard to religion, are felicitous to rriairtt&ifl 
a chara&er for veracity^ aftd refent the kit- 
putation of a lie as the grofTeft of injuries. 
But the dbihions of tnettccHicerhingoffeAcci 

(/) Prov. vi. 16-- 1 9. Matth.xU.36. 

againft 



ag^inft mew arc. of little importance, when 
compared with the. eftinjatioij in which 
breaches of the, diivipf law are viewed by 
^lmighiy God. GpcJ is a God pi trjjth. 
He requires tru^h in the inward parts, in 
the heart. Every departure fipm taith he 
marks as a fin again ft. Himfelf. Te Jhall 
not dealfalfefy 9 npr l?e f one to another : lam 
tie Lord (g). 

The fahehood, however, of the lips fre- 
quently ffyews itfelf in the form of flander. 
The obnoxious individual who could not 
be injured or deceived by an open breach 
of truth, may be overwhelmed by the ar- 
tifices of fecret calumny. Evil reports 
may be raifed and privately Hiffufed con- 
cerning him : reportjs, which while their 
author lies concealed, may execute their 
office abroad i» open day; and haftening 
frqm lip tq lip, frpm door to door, from 
circle to circle, may undermine his good 
naqi$, defeat his honeft undertaking^ blight 
hfc reasonable hopes, inflame his ancient ad- 
yerf^iies, embody ? new hoft of foes, and 
poilon th/enunds of his near^ft friends with 
fufpipion and diftruft. Slander is but a 
more. *s£fled, and therefore more mif- 
chievous rnod£ of lying. Are you then 
fvirprifed at the d?cifiqn of the wife king : 

(f)Lev. xbc. ix, 14. 

S 4 ' * He 
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He that bidet b hatred with lyings ftps, and 
be that ufteretb ajlander^ is a fool (b) ? Well 
may he be pronounced memorable for folly, 
who remembereth not that the words of 
his lips are recorded againft the day of re- 
tribution. Do you worker at the decla- 
rations of the Pfalmift, that wbo/b privily 
jlanderetb bis neighbour jhall be cut offt that 
if any man would dwell in the prefence of 
the Moft High, he muft be one who back- 
biteth not with bis tongue 9 nor taketb up a 
reproach againjl bis neighbour '(f)? Is hot 
the language of the New Teftament on this 
lubjeft in full agreement with that of the 
Old ? £)oes, not St. Paul, in his Epiftle to 
the Romans, name backbiters among the 
greateft offenders ? Does not he exprefsly 
warn the Corinthians againft backbiting as 
a great offence ? Does not he pointedly 
exprefs both to Timothy and Titus the fin- 
fulnefs offalfe accufers (k)? 

What were the engines of (in by -which 
ruin was brought upon mankind ? An 
open* falfehood* and a difguHed {lander. 
An open falfehood : for the devil unequivo- 
cally averred, that- man ihould not die, 
though he fhould eat of the fruit of the 
forbidden tree. A'difeuifed flander: for 



*&** 



(b) Prov. * 18. (/) Pf. ci. 5. xv. 3. (*) Rom. I 30, 
% Cor. xii. zo. z Tint. fi«. 3. Titos, ii. 3. 

the 
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£ie irifiiiuating tempter Imputed Wtxr God 
.other motives thajn^the true one, motives 
even of jealotrfy and.ifetfiihneft, for pro- 
hibiting man from eating of it. Hence the 
devil is pronouhced by our Saviour to be 
a liar, and the father of lies; Hence too 
ihe Jews, as liars, ate pronounced the chil* 
Area of the devil. As the imitators, the 
flaves, the children of tne devil, all liars ? 
whether they deal in open falfehood or in 
lurking flander, are objefis of defeftation 
to Almighty God. A lying tongue the 
Lord batetb : lying lips are an abomination 
to the Lord. All liars Jhall have their part 
in the lake that burnetb with Jire and brim- 
ftone (/)• 

There is yet another garb which deceit 
wears, that of flattery. In this garb you 
veil deceit, when you afcribe to another that 
praife to which you do not believe him to 
be entitled : or convey to him in any man- 
ner tin&ured with infincerity the applaufe 
which you apprehend him to deferve. In 
the firft cafe, the flattery is direft lying: 
in the fecond, if not in the firft alio, it is 
hypocrify. The flatterer exaggerates the 
excellence pf the perfons whom he purpofes 

(/) Prov. vi. 17,- xii, 32. $ev. xxl 8. 

to 
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to conciliate; knc^yjgjy yepritfjBft tfrfinv«ft 
more virtuous, or vWTCi¥>W<&fak Q5 »fl?6 
wife, or more ufeful, or mare Yftljue& tfcw 
he deems. to be t^e fa£U approach** tfotai 
with looks and geftwjej of Audiedcptnpl^o 
fancc; adilreffes them with ^n aftugied ai$ 
of humility , admiration, or attachment; and 
hefit^tes not, for the fake of forwarding 
his own felfifh defigns, to fawn upon their 
Rumours, to encourage their prejudices, to 
affect their opinions, to aggravate thqf re* 
fcntments, to (lander any object of their did 
Jike, or even to panegyrize and (Umyjat? 
their vices. He utters ftpooth word$ to d?« 
ceive. The words of his mouth iy ill bejmaothet; 
than butter when war is in bis heapl: his 
words will be fofter than oil % whpn they 
are intended to aft as $rawn /words. He 
Jpeaks vanity with bis neighbour : with fil- 
tering lips and with a double biajrt fab h$ 
JpeaA. IJut his doom is already on record ; 
MjktfJtring lips, the. hordjhalk cm off (01), 
My brethren : you ; affirn* yeurfelye% to 
be the . difciples of Chrift Jefu& l-opfc 
theij.tQ yonjr pattenj.. He did jio fin, 
neijther was guile ^fotmd in hip mouth. If 
you would love life, and fee goo^ cj^ys; 

(m) JPf. xii. l, 3. 

refrain 
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refrain your tongue from- crfcil, and yua* 
lips that they fpeak no guile: Of th&tk 
who are defcribed in the book of Revela- 
tions as redeemed from among men, thd 
firft-fruits unto God and the Lamb, ond 
chara&eriftic is, . that in their mouth was 
found no guile: And in the fame porten- 
tous book the world is repeatedly fore- 
warned that wJbo/bever lovcth and maketb 
fc /ft^fhall not enter into the New Jerufalem, 
the kingdom of the Lord Jefus, 

• VIII. Let me, in the next place, call 
uf)0n you to unite in detefting all fins of 
the tongue which are violations of mo* 
defty- 

' 611 a ffcbje& fo difguftihg I (hall not 
enlarge. But I muft folemnly deliver to 
you the teftimony of the Scriptures againft 
(every one who is guilty of fuch offences. 
tndfecentcaiwerfetion is ftigmatifed in Holy 
Writ; by the name offilthinefs. Put off all 
filthy communication out of your mouth. Let 
ttot filtbinefs once be named among you (n.) 
There is indeed no fiu : which is more 
pdious in its nature, more expreffive of a 
fjepraved^and polluted heart. Let not 

^)Coirf : i2.f Eph. 7.3,4. 

any 
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any one imagine that the offence is dimii 
niihed in the fight of God, when the liceii* 
tious meaning is obfcured by ambiguous 
language, or lurks under diftant allufions, 
God looks into the bofom, and fees all its 
abominations. Chrift hath called you unto 
holinefs. You are required to be holy, as 
he was holy ; pure, as he was pure, A 
true Chriftian will not only watch over 
Jiis lips, that they may not inadvertently 
overftep the bounds of delicacy, nor ap- 
proach fo near to them as to be in danger 
pf trefpaffing; but he will ftiun ahd dis- 
countenance all diicourfe, which leads to 
temptation. If is aflame, laith the Apoftle, 
to /peak of fuch things as are done infefret 
by the wicked. No unclean ferfon bath 
any inheritance in the kingdom ef Ckriji and 
*fGod(o).. 

IX. I clofe the gloomy catalogue of fins of 
the tongue with one, which in preemption 
expeecjs all others, ptofanenefs* 

This fin. comprehends every irreverent 
expreflion concerning the Deky 5 his titlei, 
his attributes, his providence, his revelation, 
his judgements. Sometimes it exercifes it* 

: ' (•> Eph. v. j, is. 

felf 
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feif in fpeakicrg againft the Moft High : in 
vilify mg Hira by Icoffing at his laws* fneer* 
ing at his ordinances, deriding the doo 
trines of his infpired word. Sometimes it 
displays itfelf in malice againft men; in 
calling down vengeance from heaven on 
thofe who are made after the fimilitiide 
of God, It fills every degree in the fcale 
t>f guilt, fr<?m the flighteft word of con- 
tempt againft religion, and of difrefped 
towards God, to the moft daring blaf- 
phemy : from the. moft carelefs expreffion 
implying a wifh that a fmall evil from 
aboye may overtake another, to the deepeft 
curies of everlafting damnation. # Murder, 
perjury* and atheifm are in its train. . Its 
language is fit to be the language only of 
fi£nd$. Its path leads to the habitation of 
fiends. 

Above all things, pry brethren, /wear not ; 
that ye fall not int§ condemnation. Let your 
, communication be yea, yea, nay, nay ; for 
what/bever is more than thefe, comet b of evil. 
Thou Jhalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
Cod in vain : foY the Lord will not hold him 
guiltlefs that taketh His name in vain (/)• 
There are perfbns who pcrfuade therafelv£$ 

</) Jiq*s v. ja. Matth. v. 37. . fort age 7. ,'/ L j 

that 
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that they difapprove profanenaifs, and fedifl 
to hold themfelves guiltfefs, while the/ 
perfevere ia .. the* daily, perhaps hourly 
pra&iceof ifc Who arethefe felf-deceivcrs? 
They who. rintroduce the. names of ..God 
and of Chrift, and .other kiadred terms, in 
fafhionable affe derations, or in exclamations 
of furprife, of hope, /of difopf>oihtment, or 
in fome. other light manner, into their 
ordinary difcourfe. Do they affirm that 
the. offence with which they are charged as 
Imt* an idle, habit: that the obje&ionabk 
words drop from their toaigues without .in* 
tentional irreverence, without meanings 
«and frequently without being perceived ? 
Miferable and vain . excufcs I JEiow. hack* 
neyed in profane irreverence is your tongue* 
if the mod aweful expreffions are be^jwgrc 
familiar expletives ! How reiterated' b^s 
been the fouod> if your ear is dead to^the 
impreffipn ! If a lively /ear and a fery^jk 
love of your y JV|aker and your Redeemer 
prevailed in .your bofom ; it is itnpoffible 
that, you could thus trifle with their iaqred 
fcames. Your heart would finite you a£ 
the thought. The found would die away 
iipon your lips; If you can life fuch ex- 
preffions ypurfelf ; if you can htear theni 
tifed without pain : examine your breaft: 

There 
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Tkete , fr4dtffo& ah the ibrfacej it is well 
:if t&ttrel* n<to hypocrifv at the bottom. 

-OttKfider, ye Wka ore guilty of any fpe- 
cies Of ptofenenefe, 4he examjde df Himof 
whom you repute yourfehtes the dftfciples. 
In public aikUn private* 'how replete with 
refVefrencfe *arid love toGod was «his cdnver- 
Taficfti! With what high refpeft did he 
atwfajs mentibh *he Scriptures 4 ! 'How 
-truly did the laiigtitfgfe of his lips accord 
with his practical benevolence to men! 
ty^ite'ta*ive-ft> hfc&felf the 6kfphemer, 
thelcdfFcr, the man whofe mouthpoureth 
cwit caarfes, or? him who obft inately -perfifts 
in irrevttrettt difcourfe? Xbe ikw,'the law 
of QOt*&ttta&tion,<ijr made for tbemnboly end 
the: pt (fete (q). : 

Suffer me to add, in conclufton, fome 
ffew^gGftftal remarks, relating to'all affibnce9 
of "the tongue, and leading to a«tae ap~ 
plidtftion : of the? text . 

Though for the fake of clearnefel haver 
treated feparately concerning feparate fins 
of the tongue, it is leldom that any one of 
thein comes fiflgly. Or 'if at firft unat- 
tended, it does not long continue ifolitaty. 
The evil fpirit #hich has occupied thd 

toanfion 
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manfion prepares it for others worfe tharf 
himfelf. Thus the impatient man ufually 
becomes contention y the contentious pro- 
fane: the fooliflv talker, a talebearer; the 

. talebearer eenforious and a dealer in falic- 
hood. Hence the guilt attached to each 
diftin& clafs of the offences which we have 
confidered, and th$ great probability that 
he : who indulges . in any one will be eu- 
fnared into more, concur to eftablifh the 
extreme importance of guarding the lips 

. againft all. Unlefs you are habitually able 
to command- your tongue, think not that 
you qre a Chriftiarii Yotf have, the decifive 

.judgement of an Apoftlc, that if any one 
among you feemeth. to. be religious, and 
bridleth not his tongue ; that njan <ke*iy- 

; eth hh own heart, a ad. bis religion is vain; 
But ttiark the forcible language in which 

. the fame Apoftle igpfcfents the difficulty, 
flay* if we are left to pur own ftrength* 
the jfflpQffibility* of controlling thisr in- 
ilrument of eviL Every kind of beafis* 
and of birds > and offerpents^ and of things 
j$ the fta; every * part of the animated 
worlds which men have encountered ; is 
turned) and bath been (amedi has fooner or 
later been fubdued, of mankind. But the 
tongue can no man tame: it is an unruly eviU 

jvit 
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Jiitt of deadly poifon. If any man offend ■ not 
in &cird, the fame is a perfeft man, and able 
affoto bridle the whole body (r). What has 
been oiir perfofcal experience? We havt 
acknowledged the tranfgreffions bf our lips. 
We have refolved againft the repetition of 
them. Again and again hew relapfes have 
covered us With flianie. To (hame has 
fuceeefled grief; to grief determination of 
amendment j to determination Vif amend- 
ment tr&nfgreflioii. If this theh be otir 
Situation : if there can be iioifeligion with- 
out the fbbjedion of thfe tdrigue, and if the 
tongue be Unconquerable by human difci- 
pline r what courfe is tnan to purfue I 'What 
courier but that which is pointed out in the 
words of the Pfalmift ? What path but that, 
which leads to the fur e mercies bf David? 
Let a <toatchhtfkt by Thee, O Lord, before my 
mouth: keep Thou,' O God, -the door of my 
lips! They who obftinately depend upon 
thetnfelves ftiall prove by lamentable dis- 
appointments, that human nature can nei- 
ther cure nor withftand its own corruption ; 
that it is not in man, unrenewed by the 
Spirit of God, to govern either his anions 
or his words according to the law of eternal 

(r) Jametitt* a. 7,S. 

VolL.IL T life. 
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life. v Bujt with. God all things are poffiblc, 
T^enfc 15*110 undertaking, whatever fc* k» 
difficqUy^ wh^i to 3is power ie aot tify. 
There i$. no ^corruption, be it ever (o gtofely 
interwoyeju with the human heart,, which 
His grace cannot extirpate. Dire& your 
CVfleft fupplication to the Father of mer- 
cies for a}>il#y to reftrain your, lips frosa 
cyil ; fo* u ft. difpofition uniformly to en- 
deavour iff follow the {jfceps of^ypw L&rd 
in wpijd aa : lefc than in d^ed. Gffef up 
your prayer in^nserity.and truth; ogee it 
in the name a,nd through the modktton 
of Jefus Chri^^^hAieyer liveth at fright 
han#of Qpd to,njafee intercefiioii for you ; 
and you (hall receive ,the affiance needfai 
to ialv^iGfn/ .; ./ v . •. : 

ButJEhink not that God will;ilibS¥*rH4owa 
His grace to abolifh thsj neoefllty of your 
own exertions, or t$ jnftify you kt fldggiflt 
unconcern. Though except J he Ixrdbuitd 
tfa[ houfe^ their kiour, ,#, b$t t tyl, tfytf bmid 
it r l>e expe6ts tfca* the Wil4e**&€w!d Per- 
form their office. Tfrtfagh except tkt : Isti 
keep 4Qe (iity rm the wafrbmatwaketk kut in 
vaip:^ fee .Tequir^fcha*.. ^ ttftfcfcmwo 
fhould,^? feithfpl in cincuRiippaioju- JTrfom 
you, if you would obtain from Him power 
ever your tongud, *he demands vigilance, 
.. :i 2 \ A; .Oafctfon* 
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Caution, forbearance, forethought, perfe- 
Vering ftruggles againft (in. He demands 
that, through the grace which He has 
already fupplied, you exercife your, tongue 
in the employments and language of devcK 
tion ; that in the bufinefs of your ftation, 
in the hour of leifure, vou converfe as be* 
fits thofc who know that they fpeak in the 
hearing of God* that amidft allurements 
and provocations, amidol uhhallowed prin- 
ciples and corrupt example, you daily con- 
fefs Chrift in the government of your lips : 
that you redotiWe your efforts and your 
prayers, when the preflufe of temptation 
increafes : that you faint not under difcou- 
ragements, nor be Weary in well-doing; 
that, if betrayed Into tranfgreflion with 
your lips, you labour the more ftrenuoufly 
againft tranfgfeffion for the future: that 
you depend not on yourfelf, but exclufively 
up&n Him : that, when you have been en- 
abled to preferve your tongue void of of- 
fence, vou afcribe not to yourfelf but to 
Him the praife. Shun then, my brethren, 
as you value prefeiit peace and eternal 
happinefs, every offence of the tongue. 
Avoid vain babblings and foolifo and un- 
learned quejiions* Be not bajly with your 
words ; nor fret againji the Lor/. Abhor 
T 2 ,* Jtrtfk, 
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Jtrife* railings, perverfe difputings of men qf 
corrupt minds and dejiitute of the truth* Be 
not dejirous of vain-glory* Let all biitemejs 
and clamour and evil-Jpeaking be put away 
from you. Putting away lyings fpeak every 
man truth with his neighbour : for we are 
members one of another. Lay afde all guile 
and hypocrify. Let no corrupt communication* 
proceed out of your mouth ; but that which is 
good to the ufe of edifying, that it may minijler 
grace unto the hearers. Give unto the Lord 
the honour due unto His name. The God qf 
patience and conflation grant that, according 
to Chrift J ejus, ye may with one mouth gh- 
rify God. 



SERMON XIV. 

On the Identity of Wifdpm and Religion. 



Psalm cxix. 34. 



Give me underftandingy and I JhaM keep thy 
law y yea j I jhall obferve it with my whole 
heart. 

TN the book of Proverbs, and in other 
* parts ,of Scripture, men are earneftly 
exhorted to purfue wifdom. It is evident 
that by wifdom the facred writers intended 
religion- They were in fa£ fo fteadfaftly 
convinced that religion is real wifdom, and 
the greateft wifdom, and the only true wif- 
dom; that the term wilclom continually 
prefented itfelf to their minds as peculiarly 
adapted to defignate a life of faith and ho- 
linefs : and folly appeared to them the ap- 
propriate denomination of fin. In com- 
T'3 mon 
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jtton with many other portions of Holy 
Writ, the identity of wifdom and religion 
is by no means univerfally recognifed as 
a faithful faying, and worthy of ail accepta- 
tion. The infidel fneers at the doftrine as 
fanatical. The licentious encounter it with 
broad derifion as refuted by daily expe- 
rience. And among thofe who are un- 
tainted by fcepticifm and decent in their 
chara&ers, numbers, efpecially of the young, 
while they acquiefce in it as a fcriptural 
declaration, regard it as a ftrange and mys- 
terious truth : and though not prepared to 
affirm with the unbeliever and the profli- 
gate that the fervants of religion are in this 
life of all men the moji miferable, reft in- 
wardly of opinion that the fphere of their 
own happinefs would be confiderably en- 
larged if, without forfeiting the future fe- 
compenfe of holinefs, they were at liberty 
to expatiate in the prefent gratifications of 
the (inner. Let us then furvey, one by 
one, the chara&eriftic marks of wifdom : 
and examine whether they are not fingly 
and colle&ively exemplified in the condu£t 
of the man, who fixes his heart tipon God 
through Jefus Chrift. 



I. Wifdom, 
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I. Wifdom, in the firft place, &Ae&$ ftch 
©b)e&s of rpurfuit as fhe diicerns a fat-is- 
ja6towy profpedi of attaining. I 

Has religion thischarc&eriftic-of wiftlom? 
Compare under this point of view the ob- 
jefti which kifyife the exertions of Ciie irre* 
iigoous man with thtofe which the true 
Chuiftiaa- propofeS to himfelf: Be it'-bpti- 
kneeyor power, Or reputation, or any other 
worldly poflfeffion or enjoyment,-after which 
yaa labour ; how great is the uncertainty 
whether you ihail fucceed ! , Wheij at the 
clafe of the loag-prbtra&ed chafe you hang 
jn triumphant exudation over your prize ; 
how ftpquientiy does it chide your grafpl 
What language is more common in the 
mouths of men bufied in fuch purfuits than 
that of difappointment ? How often do yoti 
hear them complaining that they have 
failed in their defigns ! How often, *vhen 
they keep filence, do their looks befpeak a 
complaining heart ! How many men, eaget 
to heap up wealth, have found themielves, 
after years of toil, fcarcely richer than when 
they fet out in life ! Thfeir lands have 
proved unprodu&ive ; or their crops hAvfe 
-been blighted ; or they have been ruined 
by bad debts ; or their veffels have- been 
fljip wrecked; or .their cuftomcrs have beeh 
T 4 drawn 
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drawnaway by rivals ; or friends, on wbofo 
^recommendation and affiftance they de- 
pended, have deceived them. How many x 
jn the higher r&nks^of fpciety, feverifli with 
jur^eafing thjrft for preeminence, have con-? 
tinuajly be^fi excluded and deprefled by 
jnc*re fojrtunate competitors J How often is 
the pan who pants fot reputation (tunned 
with c^nfure and contempt, when he fknv 
pies himfelf fecure of fame 2 Look to any 
♦ pther earthly purCuijt; and you behold the 
fame crofles, the fame uncertainty. You 
$re taught by a crowd of examples how 
. frequently the race is not to the fwift ; nor 
the battle to the ftrong ; nor the prize of 
ability to the ikilful ; nor the * eward of in- 
.duftry to the perfevering^ Rut is the mai* 
who yields his heart to religion thus ex- 
pofed to difappointment ? Does he labour 
and perfevere in the path which he has 
ehofen, and fail of his recompenfe ? His re- 
pompepie is fure. The children of this 
World may fucceed in their purfuits. The 
religious man muft fucceed in his. The 
favour of his heavenly Father, the atone- 
jneqt of his Redeemer, the fan&ification 
of the Holy Ghoft the Comforter, are fe- 
cured to him : by the unchangeable promift 
pf God. Omnipotence is pledged to up- 
, : hold 
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hold him; infinite wifdom to guide him] 
eternal love to blefs him. His inheritance 
is beyond the reach of accident* and vk 
giifitude. When Chrift, who is his life; 
fhall appear ; then fhall he alio appear witl^ 
Chrift in §k>ry. 

II. Wifdom fets its affe&ions upon thoif 
things which are in thfeir own nature th$ 
moft excellent. 

Has religion this mark of wifdom f Let 
it for the preient be fuppofed that both the 
advantages which are enfured to the ier- 
yants of God, and thofe which the world 
holds out to its followers, are valuable. 
Which of the two are in their own nature 
the more deferable ? Let it be aflumed, that 
you have the power of attaining riqhes and 
honours, and fenfual pleafures, to the largqft 
extent of your wifhes. Are thefe attain- 
ments, or religion, beft entitled by inherent 
excellence to the poffeffion of your heart ) 
God has formed you with a reafonable foul. 
Is it wife to prefer to the holy exercife of 
your underftanding thofe indulgences and 
employments, which terminate in the body? 
God has created you capable of loving and 
obeying him. Is it wife to prefer your 
pwn inclinations, or the examples of others, 

t* 
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tahis favour, to his fervice? . You. CMkftot 
Jove two oppofite-.niaftsrs. />* ffltmt 
Jerve Gog and mammon. The frien^hip tf 
the world is enmity with God^ Wbofoevpr 
will be a friend of the world u x the enemy vf 
God (a). To devote your heart to Go<J 
and alfo to the world is impoffiblei Which 
Rafter is the more worthy? Which fervice 
is the more honourable > They . that art 
after the fiejh mind the things of the jlejbi 
they that are after the Spirit mind tie things 
of the Spirit* The works oftbeflejh an ma* 
mfejl ; adultery \ fornication, uncleannefs, Iqf* 
civioufnefs, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, va+ 
riance, emulations y wrath, Jirife, feditim, 
berejies, envyings, murders, drunkennefs, re* 
veilings, malice, blafphemy, filthy communica- 
tion (b\* Is it needful to lengthen the ca- 
talogue ? The fruits of the Spirit are love, 
joy, feace, hng-fufferirigy gentlenefs, goodntfs, 
faith, meeknefs, temperance, righteaufuejs, 
truth, bpwels of mercies, kindnefs ; , bwnbkneft 
of mind. Whatsoever things are true, whaU 
Joever things are honefiy what/bever thing* 
are jufif whatfoever things are pure, what' 
foever things are hvely^whatjbever things are 
ffgaodrep^ti.Rch^oix bids you think <m 

' (a) Luke, xvh 13.' James, ivt 4. (?) Rom. viii. 5. 
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tbefe things (c). Is not this to* approve things 
<&bkb *re excellent {</)? Is ript thh toeaa- 
nifeft wifilom ? 

III. Wifdom choofes lor its portion tfaofe 
ftcqttifitioro, which in the poffeffion are ac- 
companied with the higheft delight. Some- 
times it is under the neceffity of making a 
choice between objedts which afford delight 
at prefent, and thofe which pronxife delight 
at a future time. Under thefe circum- 
fiances, if the diftant good be far fuperior to 
that which is at hand ; wifdom contentedly 
refigns her profpe&s of the benefit which is 
jiear for the fake of the greater benefit 
which is remote. But if any method fhould 
be difcoverable, by which both the prefent 
and the future advantage may be fecured ; 
wifdom difplays her difcerament by adopt- 
ing that line of conduct. 

How then (lands the cafe with refpeft. 
to religion ? Confider the point firft with 
regard to prefent fatisfa£ti<>n« Does the 
religious man, or the wicked man, receive 
truer enjoyment from the common bleffings 
of this world ? The religious man affirms 
that he himfelf receives the truer N enjoyment 

(0 Gal. v. 22> 23. Eph. v. 9. " Col. iii. 12. Philipp. 
ir. S. fd) Phllipp. u lo. 

from 
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from them. This affcrtion the wicked rata 
denies ; and ftronuoufly contends that the 
balance of pleafure is decidedly on his fide. 
Which of the two is the proper judge? 
Certainly not th© wicked man. Fop he 
knows nothing of thofe attendant circum- 
ftanccs, which in the mind of the religious 
double the relifli of the moft ordinary gra- 
tification. He has had no experience of 
that heartfelt gratitude and love to the all- 
bounteous donor, which enhance the value 
of the fmalleft gift. He has no fenfe of 
that tranquillity of confeience, that joy of 
the foul, that peace of God which pafleth 
all underftanding ; by whofe cheering in- 
fluence the heart of the righteous is pre- 
pared to reap from circumftances, whence 
others could fcarcely extract an atom of 
pleafure* a continual feaft of delight. At 
any rate the wicked man, whatever he may 
knpw of the pleafures of the world, knows 
nothing of the delights of religion. How 
can he then be qualified to compare the 
one clafs of gratifications with the other? 
How can hfe decide a queftion, of which 
he understands but a part ? Now the reli- 
gious man not only enjoys the comforts 
peculiar to righteouihefs ; but he (hares in 
common with the wicked every earthly 
. . . good. 
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good. He poflcflcs both : he can compare 
them together ; he can with certainty pro- 
nounce on their prefent relative value. 
Perhaps you reply, that there are various, 
worldly pleafures from which the man of 
religion thinks it right to abftain, and others 
of which he takes not fuch ample draughts 
as his rival : that confequently the finadr 
muft, in thefe refpe&s, have the greater en- 
joyment at prefent : and that the religious 
man is evidently difqualified from judging 
of the worth of pleafures ; which he has 
never tried. Take then a judge wfrom you 
will confefs to be competent and impartial. 
Refer the queftion to a man, who, after 
having long run the career of lin, and 
plunged without rcftraint into worldly pur- 
fuits and fenfual indulgences, has providen- 
> tially been led to devote himfelf to religion, 
and has perfevered during a period of years 
in his Chriftian courfe. , Here is a man 
who can fpeak from experience. Here is 
a man who has put to the proof the pre- 
fent fatisfa&ions both of a righteous and of 
an unrighteous life. What is his determin- 
ation? Alk him whether he now enjoys 
happinefs greater or lefs than that, which 
he poffeffed heretofore. He will tell you 
that the two cafes admit not of companion* 

He 
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He will tell veto that you dired him td 
<contraft the puddle with the fountain ; the 
jdtrikinds of twilight with- th« bhtze of 
tooan* He will te& you that, until he was 
fcrd«ght into the paths of righteoufnefs, he 
aever kafcw happine6> He will tell you 
that, while he toiled in the fervice of fin, 
fee was acquainted with noify merriment* 
frantic riot) licentious diffipatkm : but was 
ignorant of pure and genuine {atisfe&ioru 
,|ie will tteU you that in the midft of laugh* 
fer he found his. heart forrowful; and die 
tttd df that mirth heavinefs; He will tell 
you that wbte is n mocker* and ftrong drink 
is raging; <md that wbofoever is deceived 
thereby is not wife. He will tell ytftt that 
they who live in worldly pleasure are dead 
while they live : that when hzjaid unto bis 
heart, " 'Enjoy pleafure ;" behold this aljb was 
vanity. He will tell you that finful gratifi- 
cation leaves a iting behind ; a fting loaded 
with fecnet venom, poifonimg the fburces 
ef happineft. What will be his reprefent* 
-atkm of his prefent ftate ? He will defcribe 
htmfelf as a witnefs to the truth of the 
icriptural declarations, that happy is he 
who keepeth the law of his Creator : that 
• Godlinefs has the pwmife even of the life 
"which now is. u Now/' he wiD exclaim, 

" I know 
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*St kndw what it is to live. Now I know 
" that witft I formerly accounted pleafurei 
" was labour and emptkiefs and vexation. 
? Now know I the value of thofe calm and 
" fiireiteiights of religion, which 6nee, be* 
^»cau&"t'kAew them not, I defpifpd. NW 
" know I that in the common bufinefsand 
t< common comforts of life the righteous 
*> mm ^receives aftapfer gratification than 
* the fervant <*f fin derives from unbounded 
44 indulg&mre/ 1 

So Hands the comparifbn, if comparifbn 
it is tektie termed, las to. the prefent life* 
With ittfpfcft to the life to come, com- 
p^ridbn^ cxtiffii be motioned. Whether 
the fofeffddfttfs of heaven or the pains r of 
hell te p*«&ifable ; whether it be wififcm 
to chotffe 1 the <foturo tewards of religfon; 
©ntfolfiMta^ guilt ■; eteffe 

are fqueftioh^ which *e<Juire not an aniwfer. 
Ev4& »if there were no hell in refejrve for 
the ungodly ; and if admiffion into heavin 
eoufct nic be obtained but by a life of in* 
guifli fi-om the -cradle to the grave : wif- 
dom would tell you that fo glorious an in- 
heritance it would be a, privilege to pur* 
chafe at ib low a price. 

IV. Wifdom 
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IV; Wifdom. occupies itfelf in the pii/- 
ibit of efficient remedies for evils afttial or 
probable. 

Is this pofition defcriptive ,of religion? 
Evils are temporal, or fpirituah Compare 
us to evils of each clafs the advantages of 
the righteous and of the unrighteous* Be 
it admitted that in the cafe of poverty* and 
of every grievance which money cant ce- 
move or palliate, the irreligious have in re- 
ferve means of cure or of alleviation from 
which the.fervant of Chrift is ioterdided. 
You will not, I.preiume, contend that in 
thefe refpe<Ste the wicked man proves him- 
felf poffeffed of a preponderance of hap- 
piness, becaufe without fcruple he reforts 
to paths which Je&d; to the pillory or the 
gallows. Under the lofs of health, or of 
friends, or of relatives, no comfort pecu- 
liar to the wicked can be fpecified. But 
under poverty and every other affli&ion 
which experience or imagination can ptor- 
tray, the man of religion is not only com- 
petent, equally with the wicked, to have 
recourfe to every upright method, in other 
Words, to every method truly defirable, of 
attaining all the affiftancq which earth can 
jupply; but is fuftained by fupports and 

con- 
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Confolations exclufively his own. Genuine 
fympathy delights to footh him; adtive 
companion, ami unbbught kindhefs, to be- 
friend him. Thofe who are gone before 
he hopes again to meet ; hopes to meet in 
happinefs ; hopes tp meet in happinefs not 
diminifhed, perhaps enlarged, by the in- 
ilirumentality of his intercourfe daring their 
pilgrimage below* From religion the pious 
fufferer learns not merely to endure, but 
to be thankful and to rejoice. In tribula- 
tion he recognizes needful and merciful 
chaftifement. He beholds the hand of his 
Father : he treads in the footfteps of his 
Redeemer. But let us no longer dwell on 
outward trials. Advert to fpiritiial evils ; 
the only evils which in the eftimation of 
the religious man merit the name. Advert 
to the dominion of radical corruption ; the 
curfe of the broken law ; the malignity and 
Wiles of principalities and powers of dark- 
riefs. Behold teligion rejoicing in the 
purftiit of remedies obviotis, effe&ual, all- 
fufficient. Behold her in complete and 
ihdefeafibfo poffeffion of her. remedies* 
Behold her oppofing to radical corruption 
the influence of grace ; to the curfe of the 
law, the blood of the crofs : to the prince . 
of darknefs, the omnipotence of Chrift. To 
Vol. II. U fpiritual 
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fpiritual evils what has the wicked man td 
oppofc ? Nothing ; ablolutely nothing. He 
ftands forlorn and naked in the confli6t; 
without (hield or dart, without fhelter, with- 
out refuge. Will you plead that, being ig- 
norant of his ftate, and free from pangs of 
conference, he lofes not in point of prefent 
happinefs ? The averred fafts are untrue- 
He is far from total ignorance : and farther 
from uninterrupted tranquillity of confci* 
ence. Many a beam of light flafhes terror 
on his mind : many a pang of convi&ion 
fltrikes a dagger through his heart. But 
fuppofe his ignorance total; his fearlefthefs 
unbroken. If ignorant in this land, he is 
ignorant wilfully and therefore criminally. 
If his confeience is paft feeling, it is becaufe 
he has feared it himfelf. Do you place 
under the head either of happinefs or of 
wifdom, that overpowering torpor of the 
foul, which is upheld by criminal ignorance, 
•r reigns as the concomitant of obduracy? 

V. Wifdom fixes her attentidh On ihofb 
defirable obje&s, wHich, other circumftances 
being equal, are the moft durable. 

Is this charafleriftic of wifdom to be 
found in Religion ? How long do the plea- 
sures of fin continue ? Certainly not longer 

thao 



.v*-* 



*«* 



. Wifdom and Religion. % 9 1 

khan life. But do they commonly laft fo 
long ? In many an inftanee, while they ars 
ftill attainable* thp relifli for them is de- 
ftroyed by fatiety. Then how frequently 
ire they batiifhedby vieiffitudes of fortune I' 
Rkbcs make tkemfelmes wings and fiy away 4 
Anxiety .pufhes into the place of Amufe T 
toent. . Drftre£' occupies the ftaftipta of .de- 
light* Neceffity fuperfedes indulgence. But 
let the current of profperitv remain fulU 
The tide of youth and fixeqgth cannot be 
£ufiained. Old age advances with uninr 
terrupted pace. Thpn come gray hairs 
and trembling limbs, and painful days and 
wakeful nights. Where are now 'the plea- 
sures of the wicked ? What is the fatisfac*- 
fcion now to be extrafted from honour, ot 
from wealth, or from power, pr from the 
friendfhip.of the world ? What is become 
of.all the vanities of life? It is not that . 
their lervant is fhortjy to leave them. It is 
Jthatthey have deferted their fervantb They 
-have left him a prey to bitter recolleftipn, to 
fruitlefs wifties, to difappointment withQut 
remedy and without hope. Lijke the plun- 
dered Ephraimite, the wretched votary 
-lof)ks around, in vain for his idols. He 
.had fet his heart on (hadows which cannot 
^r^fit; and is miferable becaufe they are 
U2 gone* 
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gone. How fares in the mean tinie th* 
man of religion ? His treafures are not 
fiibjeft to decay. The lofe of worldly good 
manifefts the unalterable value of the por- 
tion which he has chofen. Stripped of 
earthly poffeffions, it is then that he ap- 
pears truly rich. EncompafTed with tri- 
bulation, it is then that he diiplays inherent 
happineis. In penury, in ficknefs, in afflic- 
tion, he proves that he retains that which 
is more valuable, that which in the mo- 
ment of trial Jie feels to be more valuable, 
than all that the world can give; that 
which is not, like the gifts of the world, 
perifhable ; that which the world is equally 
unable to give and to take away. But let 
it be fuppofed that the wicked man grafps 
his good things j be they what they may, 
until death. The righteous man, travelling 
by his fide, enjoys his delights unto the 
fame period. So far, as to duration, the 
(ervant of God is not under any difadvan- 
tage. But from the inftant of death how 
(lands the comparifon ? That inftant which 
for ever extinguifhes the pleafures of the 
-wicked, lees the happinefs of the righteous 
only in its commencement. Before the 
righteous eternity fpreads abroad its im- 
meafurable and inconceivable extent ; and 

(hews 
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Jhews him that extent filled with bleffed-. 
ne(s, filled with bleffednefs for him. He 
can die no more; for he is become like 
onto the angels : and is of the children of 
God, being of the children of the refurrec-. 
tion. He looks forward, let it not be laid 
with hope, for hope is fwallowed up in 
certainty; he looks forward with afTurance 
incapable of difappointment or diminution 
to unutterable and progrcfiiYe blifs, in the 
preferred of Chrift, before the throne of God, 
throughout ages beyond ages, for evermore, 
world without end, O wonders of redeem- 
ing love ! O unfearchable riches of the Lord 
Jefu$ ! * 

. : Religion then,* ^ye may affirm* purfues, 
Jifce Wifdopi, obje£ts the attainment of which 
ra»y: be fecured : like wiidom, fets her af- 
fections upon thpfe things which in their 
imtwe are the moft excellent : like wifdopi, 
cfyopfes for her portion thofe .acquisitions, 
which in the pofleffion are accompanied 
with the highcft delight ; like wifdom, di*- 
ligpntly feeks after effe£tual remedies for 
4V}ls, actual or probable ; like wifdom, 
fixes her eye ftedfaftly on that happinefs 
which is* in the fulleft fenfe of the ternqj, 
durable. Is not this to fay that wifdom 
and religion are (he fame ? Is not this to 
pronounce that religion is th<? perfection 
U 3 of 
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of wifdom ? Is not this to affiraa that 
wickednefs is folly ; the extreme and tbc. 
confummation of folly ; that it - is foHy fa 
extravagant land enormous, that every 
ether example or kind of fool#hnefs de-> 
ferves,Vhen compared with fin, to bccb-i 
nominated wifdom ? Are not your thoughts 
now ready to treak forth in the language 
of Holy Writ': - The fear of the Lard, that 
is wifdom : end to depart froft evil is uha 
derflanding : It if the fool {hut Waketh a.-maak, 
at Jin: thefto^ O 'ht>rd, \fbdl not jiandin 
thy fight (J) ?'^fe this the language ^ of ymiT 
hearts ? >See then-thai ye Walk chtdrfp&lfyy 
not as fools, but as wife (J). You !know 
the fountain of wifdom. Ctorlft'is not ohly 
the pb'Wtr of Cod, but the* nbifdow df Gti&*: 
and of God he is *made uAto u$ wi/ib/H r >m 
lets than fighteoufoefs ^uid : faii6tMd«ltiott 
and redemption (g). >£loto i9Jwildo«tt^» 
be obtained ? If any of yob foek wifthm, let 
teim ajk of God, 'ivho gi^ith unto kill foenH* 
btralfy dfid^iipiratdtthnot; and if-jhdlhbt 
-givtn \kint (#).' &ow will 'God beflto^^rt 
♦gift? 'By the iAfpirati6ri oFhis Spfrit, A *fe 
'SpirirtfGhrtfs the'SpirtHf wifdom. * Wfeat 
,is ! thte^efcription wiiich' the ( Spirit l of -Wif? 
'dam has* delivered ' of wifckttn : • not of Wtt 

(c) Prov. ix. 10. xiv. 9. # Job, xxvnu 28. Tf. v. 5. 
. * Wit- 



Wifdom antf Religion. 295 

wifdom of this world, which is foolifhne& 
Ivith God; but of the wifdom which 
cometh' from above? The wifdom that is 
from afyove isfirjl pure : then peaceable, gen- 
tle, and cafy to 6e entreated \ futl of r mercy 
and good fruits ; without ' partiality,, arid 
without hypfocrijy (*);' It is'pUre :"it is holy 
and liridefiled ; it leads ' the' heart to devote 
itfelf to (Sod ; it inipiVes' abhorrence even 
pSf the appearance of evil. ' It is, peace- 
able : it'ftudies. thofe things which 'make for 
peace, ' and things"' whereby one may e$fy , 
[another. It is * gentle : it is averffe either 
to give or to take offence; it deals 1x6 un- 
merited cenfure ; it' vents no Karih lan- 
guage ; it abounds in humility, meeknefs, 
forbearance, 1 and charity, tt is eafy to be 
entreated: it lends a. willing ear to lenient 
coiinfel': it che'efftilly forgives ,a /brdtlier 
even lintirfeventy times feveri. It is full 
of niercy : it is' a&iy'ely aira invariably 
fcrider/compaffionate, and kind j'breathiii^ 
love for all 'men, and feeking the welfare 
of ajl men* It is full of good , fruits : it 
honour^ not God with the lip only: it 
fays not to the naked and hungry, Depart, 
be ye warmed and filled", and yet gives them 
not thofe things \which are tieedful; but it 

(t) James, iii* 17. 

U4 proves 
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proves its faith by righteous obedience; 
ihews itfelf by its works in a good life and 
converfation. It is without partiality: it 
draws up needlefs or unwarrantable diftinc- 
tions between man and man ; it renders 
equal juftipe to all, and diftributes kindnefs 
in proportion to the united claims of ne- 
ceflity and defert. It is without hypocrify ; 
it affumes no delufive exterior ; it is a fted- 
faft obferver of truth; it will fubmit to 
?iny lofs, any fcorp, rather than efcape them 
by having recourfe to the crooked manage- 
ment which is the policy and the pride of 
the children of this world. Such are the 
characters by which the Holy 0hoft has 
diftipguifhed heavenly wifdom; that wi£- 
idom which (jomes down from heaven ; 
that wifdom which, points to heaven ; 
that wifclom which" makes wife unto fal- 
vation through faith in Chrift Jefus ; that 
wifdorq for wapt of which the fool dieth 
even death eternal/ Have you. this wi£ 
jdom ? If you have it not, you have no- 
thing. Had you all the abilities, all the 
learning, ail the riches, all the grandeur, 
which mortality can attain, and had not 
this wifdom; you would have nothing. 
Wifdom^ faith our Lord, is jujiijied'of her 
children. Are you the children of wifdom \ 
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Do you prize her above all thhjgs ? Do you 
walk by her rules ? .Do you (hew forth her 
fruits ? Do you labour for her rewards ? 
Do you maintain her caufe ? Do you in- 
vite others to her leflbris ? Give me under* 
jlanding, exclaims David, and I fhatt keep 
thy law 1 yea, I Jhall obferve it with my 
whole heart. Under whatever points of 
view you confider the fubje6l, the refplt is 
uniformly this : that to fear God and to keep 
bis commandments is the ' Whole wifHorn as 
well as the whole duty of man. Let us 
labour then, my brethren, by fervent' flip- 
plication, to draw down upon ourfelves this 
blefling from above. Let' us befeech the 
only wife God to renew a right fpirit 
within us, that we tnay foriake the foohfh 
and live;' that we may go in the ways of 
understanding, and find it a well-fpring of 
life. ' While we perceive that wifdom and 
true religion are the fame, let us pray that 
He may grant us underftanding to difcern 
that among thoufands of profefTed Chriftians 
there is a religion which, whatever fair ap- 
pearances it may aflume, is not wifdom, but 
folly : a religion of form, and decorum ; a 
religion of felf-juftifying morality ; a reli- 
gion of the head, not of the heart. Let us 
jQtrefrt him to teach us fo to number our 

days, 
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Jays, thqt we may apply our hearts unto wif- 
. dom ; to enforce upen us not only the inex- 
preffible importance of working but our 
falvation t^rpugh ^the grace of his Sop 
Jefus, but the.fljortnefs of the /time durinor 
, jvhicfc \$e Jhaye to work- .. M#y He^nftru^t 
us habitually to bear in mind ho\y Really' 
jiie Igngeft life will, have p^fled away : ancl 
ho^w uncertain it is, npt merely, whether 
^jve (hall be p^efervecj y&tp |en^Vgf t( ^s, 
but whether another year, another month', 
or §ven another hovir, maj not hgtve epdeq 
bur e^xiftence ypqn earth. May tte caute 
us to be rouied to ienous and deep reflec- 
tipn by the freqyi.eut examples which Hp 
difplays of the precarioiifn^is Q f life. JS/lay 
He caufe thofe who are in the" vigour of 
health ever to remember^ th a tfV^ngtn : rears 
not even a momentary bulwark/ ^gainu 
,death : and thofe who jare of >a feeble 
frame, daily to confider how flight a "bar- 
rier is interpofed between ,t^iem and^diflb* 
Jution. .0 that mm were w{[e ; that they 
underload this; tb#t jhey jpt&ld conjidqr 
their latter end 7 
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Anil SUmuA fttid io SaUly^-^hou haft -done 

,' " JOoiifhly .•• -flirt* i&#? W { keft the com- 

^maHdttknt^tbe'LdrdT*' ■ . .. 

fWMifEN i-thctchildrerliof/lirael, difiatifi 
If:;. I- £cd 5vkh itbeir ^fitiiaxioia under $Ki 
immcdiateiifo\«reigntyj(rf;the Moft Hi»fr, 
f>e*fiife>diii liwptiring? to vbc. governed, like 
4ieneigfabdmriagjratk>ris,h7.aJkiog^ Saul, a 
3«au«Kg.mm of tbertribeafiBenjamin, wae the 
4«rf<m whom)God placed; upon, theithrone. 
iWei^wifhapSyihad we poffefled no ulterior 
dnfpnriaticwv might have been difppfed to 
cxpeft that,.iw4(en ithe Searcher of hearts 
t oaftihis,eye over/ the twelve* tribes in queft 
of a man whom he might appoint to be 
ruler over his 'peapte; "* He would feleft 
f : one 
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one confpicuous for piety, and prepared 
by ftedfaft faith to meet the trials with 
which his exaltation would be attended. 
Yet why.fhould we have expe&ed luch a 
choice ? Is it the eftablifhed order of Pro- 
vidence that piety fhould be recompemfed 
by elevation to dignity and power? Are 
the xulers of the earth, whether in Pagan 
pr in Chriftian lands, whether God r^fes 
them to empire by the fettled courfe of 
fucceffion, or by the ftorms of warfare and 
revolutions, ufually eminent for religion 
beyond the mafs of their fubjedfe ? Was 
jt to be prefumed that when. He gave to 
his people a king in His anger (*), ii* His 
anger at their rebellious rejediion of Hi? 
own regal fway, the individual fingled out 
(hould 'be one whofe excellence might lull 
them into forgetfulnefc of their crime; 
rather than one who through mifcondud 
flowing from wilful perverfenefs of charac- 
ter might be the inftrument of convincing 
(hem of their guilt, and of the worth 
of the pre-eminent diftin&ion and peculiar 
happinefs which they had renounced f The 
thoughts of the Moil High are not as our 
thoughts. He knows By what governor, 

(a) Hefea, xiiL 1 i 9 
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in any particular nation and at any parti- 
cular time, His own fecret and. righteous 
purpofes, whether of mercy or of vengeance, 
will be moil efficaciously promoted* He' 
knew what king was moft fitting ibr the 
Ifraelites : and that king he gave to them* 
I purpofe to lay before you the leading 
circumftances in the cpnduft of Saul : and 
afterwards to -deduce, -for your edification, 
fome of the inferences which they fuggeft. 

I. In the early behaviour of Saul, after 
the period when he is introduced in the. 
Scriptures to our notice, thefe is much to 
prepofiefs us in his favour (*). When he 
is addrefled by Samuel as the perfon on 
whom the defire of Ifrael fliould fpeedily 
be fixed ; his reply bears ftrong indications 
of modefty. The fame modefty is after- 
wards difplayed, when he hides himfelf 
among the furniture of the tents from the 
choice and admiration of the people. When, 
by the cafting of the lots before God, his 
appointment to the throne has been an- 
nounced to the affembled tribes of Ifrael ; 
he unoftentatioufly returns to his father's 
houfe, and difdains not to occupy himfelf 
as heretofore in the fuperintendence of the 

(*) i Sam. ix, x, xi^ 

flock9 
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flocks and herds* When the children gf 
Be/to/, wicked and rebellious men, aon* 
temptuoufly demand i Haw JbaH ibis man 
fdve us ? and defpife him and offer to him 
no prefents, no testimonies of the refpeS 
- due to the chief of the nation* the delegate 
of Heaven : hefoftains the hafuk with pa- 
tience ; he holds his peace. When the reft 
of the people, warmed in their attachment 
to their new monarch by his vi&ory wee 
the Ammonites, exclaim, Who is be that 
find, Shall Saul reign over or? Bring. the 
men, that vse may put them to death: he ftre- 
nuoufly iriterpoies to fave the offenders j and 
interpofes, apparently, frotn motives of re- 
verence and .gratitude to God* Then jhail 
ndt a man be put to dedth this day : Jbrto^daf 
the Lord hath wrought fahation in IfraeL 

The fruit, however, correiponds little* 
with the bloffom. ** The impreffions pro* 
duced by early fymptoms in Saul o( mode- 
ration and of refpeft for his Sovereign B& 
nefa&or are iboh to be effaced. The. hour 
of ferious trial comes on. A vaft army of 
Philiftines invades the laud. ^ The inha* 
bitants conceal themfelves from the en«my 
in caves, in thickets, and among the rocks* 
Saul with difficulty affembles a fcanty body 
of troops almoft deftitute of weapons of 
* 3 wan 
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war. He has befen dire&ed not to march 
towards the invaders until k folemn facri- 
fice unto God: fhall hiivfc been celebrated in 
the camp by Samuel, who has previoufly 
fixed feven days as the period Within which 
he iftall arrive (£). For the purpoft, as we 
may conclude, of etffercifing and putting to 
proof the faith of Saul ? the approach of 
Samuel is delayed. The feverith day is 
paft ; and Samuel appears not. The Sol- 
diers of Saul, weary and dtfpirited; melt 
iaway. What meafure fhall the king 
a&dpt? Shall he li'ften to the vdice of 
duty, which commands him to wait with 
patience for the arrival of Samuel^ to whom 
it belongs to offer the facrifice ; and in 
pious confidence to leave the event to God ? 
Or fhall he liften to political expediency, 
which tells him that he has tarried fev&i 
days, According to the Jet time that Samuel 
appointed (c) : that the abfence of the pro- 
phet beyond the appointed time will be a 
fufficient apology, though he fhovdd per- 
form the facrifice himfelf: and counfels 
him to perform it immediately, left the 1 
forces which yet remain fhould defett 
him ? Saul, impatient and weak in fafthy 

ft) See ch. x. 7, 9. (0 Clw kiiL 8. 

fnatches 
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ihatches at the feeming advantage of the 
moment : and fhrinks not from purchafing 
it at the price of difobedience. He calls 
for burnt-offerings and peace-offerings* 
Scarcely has he made an end of offering 
the burnt-offering, when Samuel arrives* 
Saul endeavours partly to extenuate, partly 
to vindicate his condudt ; pleads the critical 
emergency ; and talks of having relu&antly 
forced himfelf to undertake the facrifice. 
The prophet at once cuts off all excufes by 
a declaration, to the truth of which the 
underftanding and the conference of the 
king bear witnefs : Thou baft done foolijhly i 
thou baft not kept the commandment of the 
Lord thy God, which be commanded thee* 
And he proceeds to inform the difbbedient 
monarch, that had he been faithful under 
this trial of patience and humility, his king- 
dom ihould have been for ever eftablifhed 
by the Moft High : but that now the Lord 
h^s fought out a man after his own heart, 
and, ordained him to be captain over his 
pedple, becaufe thou, O Saul, baft not kept 
that which the Lord commanded thee* T'bou 
baft done foolijhly : thou haft not kept the com* 
mandment of the Lord thy God, 

In the next memorable circumftance in 
the conduct of Saul, the folly, of fin is 

exemplified 
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exemplified by an inftance of extreme rafh- 
nefs and violence. God, by a miraculous* 
interpofkion of his- power overthrows be- 
fore Jonathan the hoft of the JPhdiftines. 
Saul, breathing vengeance againft ■ them, 
and apprehenfive that, if the Israelites (hall 
paufe to take the fmalleft refreshment, an 
K additional number may efcape, Jiraigbtly 
charges, ibe people mtb art catb y Curfedbe the 
man that eateth any food until evening ; that 
I may be avenged on mine enemies. What 
ar%4he confluences of this adjuration? 
In" the firft place the Ifraelites are diftrefled 
with extreme faintnefs .through want of 
fufteriance : and the Slaughter of the Phi- 
liftines proves far leis exteufive than it 
might have beep, had their puriuers been 
allowed to refrefh themfelves, although in 
the moft hafty manner, with the honey, 
which they found in great abundance in 
a wobd through which they pafled. In 
the next place, Saul brings a curfe upon 
"the head of his own fon. Jonathan, not 
having been prelent when his father bound 
all the people under a penal denunciation 
" to abftain during the whole of the day from 
food ;, eats a fmall quantity of honey in the 
wood. The duty of habitual circumfpec- 
tion and the exceeding Jinfulnefs offn, are 
not feldom indicated in Holy Writ by the 
Vol. Ill X temporal 
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temporal confequences annexed even to 
fins of inadvertence. So facred in its 
Obligation is an oath, or an equivalent 
adjuration, promulgated lawfully, however 
rafhly, by the fovereign authority; that the 
breach of it by Jonathan, though arifing 
, not from wilful difregard, but from un&f- 
picious ignorance, entails upon the people 
f marks 6f the divine difpleafure. The Su- 
preme Being, when Saul afks counfel of 
Him whether the purfuit of the Philiftines 
{hall be continued, returns not an anfwer. 
The king is inftantly aware thpt the ab- 
ftirience which he " enjoined under a cuirfe 
on the whole army, has hot been ob- 
feryed : "and pronounces that the offender, 
even if that offender be his own (on Jona- 
than, has forfeited his life. After public 
' fupplication to God, the lot is caft for the 

* difcovery of the. tranfgreflbr. ft falls on 
Jonathan. His father condemns him "la 
death : God do Jo, and more atfo : for 'thou 

ijftalt furely die, Jonathan. The people* 

* ho\vever, will not endure the execution of 
the fentence. Jonathan led them on to the 
yiftory. "which has "juft been achieved. 
Shall Jonathan die, they exclaim* tybo Bat 

. wrought this great fahation in Iffael? As the 

Lord livetb % there Jfoall not one hair of bis 

bead faith the ground': for he hatb'wroiight 

8 ' * ' witb 
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: i&th Qod this ddy* So they r cfcue hinp, 

.th?£ he dies not. Let it bp obferved th^tt 

thp ;gpi|t of Saul, with refpedfc to thjs 

• tr$nfo6tion, is not confined to the blind 

fujry, whic& impend him to pronounce 

, the cyrfp on jthe peqple* If the crime of* 
Jtapatfoin ^as one which the king had au- 
thority to p&fcddju ^hy W a$ he To obfti- 
ftat^ly -b^rb^roiif %s' f;o cqp4$R n M s & n ? 
iJyt;if, in hi? ^pprehenfon, divine jujftice 
. iftd#j?£nfably required the life of the of* 
fender i why did not Saul at all perfbnpl 
h.a^^ds adopt fuitable meafures afterwards 
for cajryiijg the irrevocable fentence into 
effedi?. 

Though Saul by hi? difobedience rp* 
fpe6ting the facrifice has incurred the for- 
feiture of the jkingdomj yet God, evpr 
merciful and long-fuffering, forbears Jo 
£omipiffipn Samuel to anoint W fucceflbr to 
the throne : and is willing to grant to the 
.unworthy -prince an opportunity of rein* 
ftating hirpfelf in the divine favour* Whea 
thc.children of Ifrael w6re conning up frorh 
Egypt, .the Amalekites, though defcended 
irom Efau tlfe brother of Jacob, laid wait 
.to dteftroy them in their march* In con- 
fequence tff this uxiDrovoked and unnatural 

.^Jttility, the Lord God, afjtef difcoxnfitihg 

JC a 'the 
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the Amalckites before his peopIe § as the 
event is recorded in the feventeenth chapter 
of Exodus, iffueS the following injun&ion 
to Mofes : Write this for a memorial in a 
book, and rehearfe it in the ears of Jojkua-i 
I will utterly put out the remembrance of 
Amalekfrom under heaven. , The Lord bath 
fworn, that the Lord will have war with 
Amalek from generation to generation. In 
the twenty-fourth chapter of Numbers, God 
repeats by the mouth of Balaam his de- 
termined purpofe : Amalek was the ftrfi of 
the nations: but his latter end jhallbe, that 
be perifh for ever. In the twenty-fifth 
chapter of the book of Deuteronomy, 
God delivers this exprefs command to 
lihiel :. Remember what Amalek did unto 
thee by the way, when ye were come forth 
out of Egypt: how he met thee by the way, 
andfmote the bindmoft of thee, even all that 
were feeble behind thee, when thou waft faint 
and weaiy : and be feared not God. There- 
fore it jfhall be, when the Lord thy God hath 
given thee reft from all thine enemies round 
about in the land which the Lord thy God 
' giveth thee for an inheritance to poffefs tt\ 
that thou jhalt blot out the remembrance of 
Amalek from under heaven. Samuel, by 
the direction of the Moft High, now com- 
mands 
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mands Saul to execute the long predi&cd 
vengeance. Having fblemnly reminded 
him of his universal obligation to hearken-. 
to the voice of the Lord, who had exalted 
him from obfcurity to the throne ; the 
prophet in the name of Jehovah declares, 
that the original crime of Amalek was 
prefent in the divine remembrance; and 
orders him to go and fmite the Jinners the 
AmakkiteS) men, women, and children $ 
and utterly to deftroy every thing belong- 
ing to them, whether ox qr fheep, camel 
or afs, Saul aflembks his armies, and ex- 
terminates the Amalekites ; with the ex- 
ception, however, of their king Agag, 
whom, for the.purpofe of exhibiting him 
in triumph through the land, of Ilrael, or 
'from lame other worldly motive, he, pre- 
funies ' to refcrvo alive. Nor was this 
^tranfgreflion the extent of his difbbedience. 
Saul and' the people /pared the- beft of the 
\Jheep and of the oxen and of the fat lings 
and of the lambs, and all that wqs good, and 
would not utterly dejlroy them: but every 
* thing that was wk and refu/e, that they de^ 
'jlroyed utterly \ The ungrateful monarch, 
-ftubborn in rebellion againft the will of 
bis heavenly Benefa&or, is iao\y decisively • 
X 3 informed 
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informed that God has reje&ed .Webi *(</), 
At fir ft, tvith daring fallchood he fteadily 
dvers to San&uel, that he has obeyed thk 
Commandment of the* Lotd ? Then he' 
charges the difobedience mpon the people^ 
Th£o he pretend^ that, the fheep a,nd oxei* 
have been faved for the purpofes of iacrifice« 
Driven from evafioa to evafiou, he can nq 
longer dtfjemble his guilt; but is con- 
(trained to cortfefs that' he has flawh ttp6n 
the fpbil, thit he has fedred the pedple 
taftead of God, that he has obeyed their 
voice inftead of the voice' of G6d. Th$ 
extreme fclicitudc with which, after this 
confeflion, he itrtportun^s Sarodel to. torn 
*with him and honour him before the ei- 
ders of the* people, demowftrfctes. that thb 
Tefpeft of men is ftiH the darling ohjeft of 
•Ms heart,' To the . ccmcta6t i of &aai 
throughout the whole of this tranfe&ion 
can a ftame more appropriate tftan folly 
be afcribed ? Can any fa& be afcert*ine*j 
more clearly than the identity pf folly 
and fin ? 

Saul i% now an outcaft from the divine 
favour. He is permitted to tetain the 
Kingdom during his life: -but judgement 

(*) S*e *lfo i 5to, xxviii. \$< 

« 

in 
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la iti inoft terrible .' form delay*, qat -to 
overtake him. The Spirit tf ths Lord 
deparU from bim. Thqiljpport of divide 
grace is m 3 great mepiure withdrawn ; 
and in a proportion precjfely correfpqndiqg. 
he k judicially abandoned to his .natural. 
depravity. In proportion too as he has 
removed himfelf from the guidance of the 
}Aaft High, he falls undpi; jlix opposite 
controL Frorp time to time an cvjj. fpirit 
from, ibt Lord, an -evil fpirit ejeercifing- its 
malignity under ,the permiifion of ^loiighlx 
God, troubles him; You wonder npt,^ jin«- 
der theie circumftanpfis,. to behpVl the!. re«r 
jnaiijder of his days darkened with calami- 
ties and crimes. You wonder not to fee 
him jpuriuiiig year after year the life of 
.David ; aiming his javelin at the fieart of 
his own ion Jonathan ; i^ajTaprincr "jth^ 
j>rie(is of the Moft High with their, wivep 
and children; prying into his qwnfdeft.ruc- 
tion by confulting a woman wkh* a/, fa- 
miliar fpirit : and doling. a long period qf 
private ^nd public. mi. fery l?y ah attempt at 
felf-murder; and^nally by imploring anH 
receiving death from the Jiand of %# Ama~* 
.Jekite,. a iiirviving fugitive of that very .na- 
tion, With xefpeft to which t he had ^obeyed" 
the probationary jiiaiyiate oi his £$!• ' 
/ Y4 " ' How 
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x 'How fhall the life of Saul be fbmrrtaiiljr 
defcribed ? 1 have Jinned: I have played 

the ' fool : 1 bdve erred exceedingly . Whole 
,are tfcefe "words ? ^3Fhe words of Saul him- 
-&IF iiv-fcis liattfcr days. t)b you require 
granger JTe'ftitnony to the identity of folly 
4&kfirf? 

■"Hi From the foregoing hiftory feveral 
important obfervations may be derived. 

We learn, in the firft place, not to re-, 
pofe blind and premature confidence, on 
ibme' few promifmg appearances as to 
piety. Let every fvmptom favourable to 
the fuppofition that religion is th$ ruling 
principle in the chara&er of anpther be 
Cordially welcomed,, and judicipufly en- 
couraged. But* remember the difference 
between the fir^l tranfa&ions in the public 
life of Saul, and the general tenor of his, 
fabfequeot proceedings ; and learn to t guard 
. your willing hopes from degenerating. }ntq 
ianguine credulity, Conceive not that an 
amiable deportment* .accompanied evefl 
with ftr'png inft^nces of modefty apd for- 
bearani*, inftanCes which may onginate ip 
natural feeling rather than in a defire of 
pleafing God, are dembnftratioiis that the 
heart is religious. Conceive *ncit that ex- 

araples 
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antples of religious consideration on fbme 
particular occafio^is are proofs that religion 
is firmly and durably eftabltfhed in the 
bofom. Gold is not lcnewa to be genuine 
until it has : ftoocI the left of fire, Thr 
crop is not eftimattd by the blade, botftjr 
the harveft. Wait until religion has for 
foxne time been tried by the temptatioq* of 
life, before you pronounce on its^ reality* 
Wait until faith has manifefted itfelf in a 
fteady courfe of good works, before you f 
affirm yourfelf certain -that it is fincere. 
Wait until the man has habitually fhewn 
himielf difpofed to facrifice intereft and 
pleafure, evil tempers arid evil praftices, , 
for the lake of Chrift; before you decidedly 
£ver him to he a fervant of Chrifh Che- 
rifli, in judging of others, the warmth and 
the tendernefs of Chriftian charity : but 
recollect that Chriftian charity requires ' 
jiot that you caft away cautioit and dis- 
regard the inftruftion of experience. 
Abov? all things, beware of being deluded, 
l>y the contemplation of "Scattered;; tokens 
\n your own condu&of'love to God, into 
a confident opinion refpe&ing yetirfelf, as 
though your Chriftian chara&er were ma- 
tured. Your trials as yet jpiay have been 
flight. Others, far more formidable may be 
pn their way,, may be at hand.. Let htm that 

thinketb 
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tbinhth be fiandtth, take beed kji be falL 
Behun&ble; be watchful; fhun temptation;. 
refift temptation. In the midft of your 
ma$ wnpft ^ettiwis, look for fuccefs 
^)^Iy j^^tgh^ Application for .the grace 

^W^F * n the next place the guilt of 
^Ij^tiqjtly ^endeavouring to attain a pre* 
^t-.gpod by^dqmrting from the way of 
^o^s'frammaodment^. The Deity would 
<kot accept a burnt-offering from Saul, when 
prefented in a manner contrary to his ap- 
pointment. Every thing which is not con- 
formable to his revealed will is evil. Are 
you involved in difficulty or trouble? Are 
you : perfuaded not only that yon could 
$3rtrV:ate yourfelf, hut th$t you cpuld ac- 
complish fome, purpoie good in itfelf and 
highly defirable, by departing only as it 
wsre a hair's breadth from the divine law ? 
P<& it not. To do evil that good may come \% 
declared by St. Paul to . be an utterly un» 
chriftian do&rine. Lock back on the dif- 
pbedient king of IfraeL Remember that 
your kord is putting you $o trial. JHe/is 
proving your patience, your Xubrniffion, 
your faith. What if thou feemeft Do thy* 
£elf to difcern a ihorter way to deliverance 
•than tjiat which He has prefcrib^y iKeep 
<h> fogtfrsm it. It i3 the path of folly: 

it 
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%t fc the path of {in : it leads to deftraftion. 
Abide thou * n th|5, track of righteoufne^ 
^Tfais is the way? Walk thou in it, Tura 
not afide t& the right hand or to the left* 
Abide thou in t #ie track, of rightepufheisi 
wait thqa the time of the Moft Jiigh; 
and }n his own time and by the track, of 
fighteoufoefs the lVIoft High (hall gftid^ 
thee to peace and to falvation, 

, Behold* Thirdly, the guilt . of rafh refolu T 
tions and vows. In concerns of, import- 
ance, that which is ^efolved haftily, is com- 
monly resolved foolifhly. £ut whenever^ 
like Saul, a peribn forms a determination, 
or fetters himlelf by an engagement, under 
j£e precipitate impulfc of p^flxon; feldom 
fliall a ^ considerable time elVpfe hefore he 
perceives reafon for deep and lading rep 
:g*et % He (hall fipd himfclf pledged to* 
Juje -of coadudi which will entail upon him 
.many an hour of forrow. Or he (hall dik 
-cover that his promiie cannot be earried 
jinto cfFeft without fin : and either fhall acfij 
to his offence ;L>v performing it; or by sou- 
fcientioufly declining to fulfil it, ihall excite 
glamour, fufpicion, hatred,, and fcora, Qr 
he (hall he tormented by 'doubts whether 
Jus rdolution was juftifiable or imwarranN 
- »We ;. md perplexed by fcruples and ma^ 

certainty 
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Certainty as to the meafurcs to be purfted. 
Woujd you determine wifely ? Would you 
fee the path of duty diftinftly* Would 
you maintain peace of mind and a tran- 
quil conference ? Refolve with deliberation* 
Fonder all your plans, fix all your par* 
pofes, with a cautious ' regard to the com- 
mandments of God : and bind not yoarfelf 
to any ftep of importance, until you have 
reverently and impartially examined, ac- 
cordttig'to the degree of attention required 
by the nature of the cafe,- and with a mind 
humbly lifted up to God, whether you arc 
not plunging into temptation or entangling 
•yourfelf in tranfgreffiorw 

Fourthly, mark the heinoufhefs of fear* 
ing man rather than God* What fin is 
'more general } What fin is more cbnlpi-. • 
cuoufly arrayed in the attributes of folly? 
How frequently do men knowingly de- 
viate from the line of fincerity, or partici- 
pate in fome deed of wickednefs, left they 
ihould give offence to a perfon from whom 
they have expectations. How often do 
they yield to intemperance, to extrava- 
gance, to diflipation, to fafhionable follies 
or fafhionable crimes, left they fhould be 
ridiculed by their companions, or k>fe in 
the opinion of the neighbourhood,' fome 

por- 
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portion of modifli repute] Dull x>f hearing 
to the voice of their God, with how quick 
an ear do they catch the rumour of con- 
tempt ! Purblind to the iajun£Hons of tbei$ 
Saviour, with how fufpicious an eye do 
they look around for the glance of derifion! 
How often do they reqaain fijent, when 
they ought to bear their teftimony againft 
tinrighteoufnefsi How often, when reli- 
gion is fneered at or miireprefented, do 
they (brink through falfe ihame<and carnal 
fear frorp fpeaking the truth in ks vindi- 
cation! Remember the gviilt of Saul: trem- 
ble to imitate it* Who arttbou that art 
afraid of a man that Jball die, and of tfc 
Son of man which Jhall be made as graji? 
and forgetteji the Lord thy Maker \ ? ^ hft 
' the Lord be your fear; let Him be yoijr 
dread. . Fear Hisn t who can caft both body 
and foul into hell. Fear .Him, who h$s 
declared that, unlefs you confeis Him upon 
earth, He will not confeis you pltbp d^y 
m of judgement. Fear Him, who has fore- 
warned you that, unlefs you are ftedfaftjy 
willing to renounce and comparatively -to 
; hate* all things for His fake; \*>u cftinpt 
be His 4iic ; ple, you cannot be wa£bed.m 



. His atoning blood. 
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Laftly : Let the example of Saul admo- 
aiih you to frequent meditation on the 
•Consequences of diibbeying God. Thou 
(halt know, like that unhappy king, that 
in every re(pe£t thou haft done /oolifhly, 
whenever thou haft not kept the command - 
• meat of the Lord. Thy worldly proje&s 
which thou feopeft to forward by tranA 
grefling the rule of duty, ihall by that vcty 
ftep be defeated. Or if for a time they 
appear to have been promoted by thy (in; 
ere long thou (halt find that they have 
been promoted to thy fbrrow and conft* 
fioru In difappointmeht and in fuccefs 
thou fhalt equally reap thy punilhment* 
But are thefe the heavieft effects of obfti- 
nacy in tranfgreffions? Prepare thyfelf for 
feverer judgements. Prepare thyfelf for 
the moft dreadful of the tokens of divine 
indignation. Prepare thyfelf for the de- 
parture of the Holy Spirit of God. Shall 
the heiart determinately harden itfelf againfl 
Jehovah; and /hall he not abandon it to k* 
ielf ? When the Pharifees refiifed to liften to 
the Son of God ; he dire&ed his inftruftion 
to the publicans. When his countrymen at 
^Nazareth perfifted in unbelief; he no longer 
wafted his miracles upon thenu When the 
Jews at Antioch reje&ed the preaching of 

St. 
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St. Paul; the Apoftle turned, under the 
guidance of the Holy Ghoft, to the Gen- 
tiles. Behold in thefe examples; the efta~ 
blifhed coterie of &a divine oounfek. 
Grace, perfeveringly negle&ed and abufed, 
is withdrajveu If God {ball withdraw his 
grace from thee ; thou ihalt become, like 
Saul, the fervant of another matter. Aa 
evil fpirit, that evil fpirit who is the author 
of fin and mifery, fhall feize thee as his 
prey. Then who fhall break thy chains? 
Enflaved to Satan, thoju flialt perforni his 
pteafttfe herfe: thou "(halt fulfil his Work, 

• adding iniquity to iniquity: and into his 
kingdom fhall death remove thee, there 

."With Him to be tormented for ever-^pd 
'ever. 

• My Brethren; knowing the terror <f tbt 
: Lvrtt § we l perjuede wen* ftefle® ^and ( t>e 

r -jyerflfacfedL ; Griev*e not the Holy- Spirit J?f 

1 : God. fcorget notthe'bleffings of i^ctenpfp-v 
tk>n. Glorious as was the earthly doati- 

' iiioji to which ; S2td Was* exalted ; haw 

'laintly does it fhadow out the krngddtoa 
which the Lord oif glory has purchased 

" for y&u! Be faithful untv death, that lAc 
'ttizj give jm the cro^n tfKp. 
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S ERM O N XVL 
On religious Comfort. 



Isaiah xl. i. 



Comfort y?y comfort ye \ My people ,faitb 
your God. 

TT is thus that the prophet Ifaiah an- 
nounces the Gofpel to the people of 
Ifcael. To his evangelical eye, enlightened 
by the fpirit of Jehovah, futurity becomes 
prefent. Through the obfcurity of remote 
ages he beholds the fun of. righteoufnefs 
glowing with unclouded beams. What he 
beholds he reveal?. He avers to the twelve 
tribes that the word of their God ftands 
faft for ever ; that at the appointed hour, 
however diftant, God will eftablifli the co- 
venant made with their forefathers; that 
He will fend the promifed Redeemer, who 
(hall feed his flock as a Ihepherd, preach 
v good 
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good tidings unto the meek, bind .up the 
broken-hearted, proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and comfort all that mourn. ' But 
the Gofpel was not to be good tidings. only 
to the poflerity of. Jacob. Its.confolations 
were to extend, as Ifaiah repeatedly de- 
clares, to the Gentiles, to the utmoft corners 
of the world. In unifon with the decla- 
rations of this eminent Meffenger of God ; 
with the primeval covenant to Abraham, 
that in his feed all the nations of the earth 
fhould be blefTed; and with the correfpond- 
ing promifes of the Moft High renewed 
from generation to generation, by fucceed- 
ing prophets; is the voice of the Angel, 
who communicates the birth of Chrift to 
the fhepherds : Behold, I bring you good tid- 
ing* °f g^at joy, which jhall be to all peo- 
ple. Coniidering therefore the words of 
the text as pertaining no lefs to ourfelves 
than to the inhabitants of Judea to whom 
they were addrefled; I would endeavour, 
under the bleffing of God, to apply them 
to our immediate inftru6Hon. 

Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, faith 
your God. 

We have here from the lips of eternal 
truth, the affuranee of a very great bleffing 
to follow from the preaching of the Gofpel; 
Comfort : and a defcription of the perfons 

Vol. II. Y to 
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to whom the blcffing belongs; My people. 
I propbfe in. the firft place to (hew what 
the* comfort is, which the Gofpel of our 
Lord conveys to,mankind : and afterwards 
to defcribe the perfons, who are authorifed 
to take that comfort to themfclves, 

I. Whenever we fpeak of comfortm* 
another, the very expreffion implies that 
he is in tribulation and diftrefs. When the 
Gofpel of Chrift is ftated as bringing com- 
fort to men ; the ftatenhent itfelf proves 
that, without the Gofpel of Chrift, the 
condition of men muft be wretched. If 
the Gofpel is to minifter efFedhial comfort 
under that wretchednefs, it muft meet all 
our wants: it muft lay open a method erf" 
complete deliverance from the evils x>f 
every kind under which we labbur. Ex- 
amine then what is the fituation of men, 
of every one of us, by nature; and fearth 
whether Jefus Chrift has not provided for 
us in his unbounded mercy the means of 
being refcued from all the miferies, to which 
by nature we are fubjeft. 

What is the fituation in which each' of 
you finds himfelf, in confequence of that 
corrupt nature which you have brought 
into the world ? You difcover that from 
the earlieft period which you can recolleft 

you 
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yott have been prone to fin. Sin fhewed 
iymptbfti& of its poWer over you in your 
infkncy. As childhood advanced, fin ma- 
mfefted itfelf in additional fliapes. Youtk 
cdme attended with new offences, Man- 
h6od added tb the nutiiben You perceive 
thfe imagination of your heart ftill to be 
eoil cdrifinffdliy. fn Word, or in thought, 
or irt temper, or in eonduft, you difcern 
that you are a perpetual tranfgreflbr: dis- 
regarding God; unwilling to; obey Him, 
weary of fervihg Him, diftruftful of his 
Providence, difcontented with-his appoint- 
ments ; injurious to your neighbour ; prone 
to be unkind; unforgiving, felfifli, en- 
vious, proud, ambitious. Nor can you 
prfefume to whilpcr to yourfelf that, when 
you trefpafs.agaihft heaveri and before man,' 
you do not know' thdt ybu are offendirig: 
or that you aire cOnftrairifed to offend hi 
opposition to yfcur judgnient and choice. 
Whatever pleat may be alleged in fpecial 
ihftahtes of ignorance or of lurprife; you 
in general fin againft your knowledge and 
#mvi6Kon. Ih almoft evfery cafe of fin, 
your confidence either reproaches ybu at 
the time; of would have reproached you, 
if ybu had riot wilfully fhut your ears, and 
d&nied yourfelf leifore to liften to its warn- 
ings. And' When you tranfgrefs through 
Y 2, ignorance; 
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ignorance; are you not ignwant, becjauie 
you would not labour to obtain inftna&ion ? 
Thus you find yourfelf a finner. ; a griev- 
ous finner; a finner times without num- 
ber; a finner without excufe. Guilt, if 
you deal fairly with your own bofpm, 
fiarea you in the face. Confcience ex- 
claims that you deferve punifhment : that 
a holy God abhors fin: that ajuft God 
will avenge his broken law, and punifh 
finners as they deferve. You have finned : 
the penalty of fin .will .be exa6ted. That 
penalty you are unable, to difcharge. In 
the debtor who owed tea tboufand talents, 
and poflefied not any thing which could 
contribute towards payment, you recognife 
yourfelf. What ameryls can you offer to 
God even for the fmalleft inftance of fin ? 
Gan you undo the paft?, Evei> if hence- 
forth you could wholly abftain from tr^n£- 
greflion; would that abftinence be more 
than your duty? It coul4 not annihilate 
an atom of antecedent guilty noi; turn afide 
a fingle ftroke of theufcourge brandiihed 
over you. Is it not thus under human 
laws? If a man perpetrates a murder; does 
his forbearance from additional murclers 
reftore the dead man to life; or releafe 
him from thd fenteptce of the law in- 
curred by that which he has committed ? 

But 
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But you diftin&ly- perceive that, even if 
you f could havei the option of buying par- : 
don for. the paft by future abftinence from 
fin; you muft defpair of the purchafe on 
thofe terms. You are cbnvineed that, if at 
this moment pardon for. all the fins of which 
you have been guilty were gratuitoufly be- 
ftowed; you muft expe&, according to 
mournful experience, to fubje& yourfelf 
afreih by new offences every year, every 
day, to the indignation and vengeance of 
God; and be filled with foreboding terrors 
of punifhment in the world to come. 
Then, With refpeft to the prefent life; ho\* 
deftitfute of comfort, without' the Gofpel^ 
is the condition of men! Man is born to 
trouble. Difeafe, weaknefs and pain, po- 
verty, danger and difappoihtment, the lofs 
of thofe whom we love, diftrefs by land 
and by fea, at home and abroad ; thefe are 
among- the natural evils entailed upon man- 
kind. Of the greater part pf thefe evils 
you all muft have experience. Of this bit- 
*er cup you all muft drink. How griev- 
ous muft.be the burden of thefe affli&ions, 
if there be no profpeft beyond the grave 
.capable of affording prefent alleviation! 
How wretched .muft* be the fitaation of 
man Jby nature; prefent fbrrow,. despond- 
ency as to future happineis, dread of fu- 
:.:♦ '• Y3 ture 
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ture puuifhment! In the midft of theia 
miferies the Gofpel ad^refles you. What 
is its voicQ ? The voice of comfort. What 
is its intelligence? Glad Ridings of great 
joy to jdl people : tp afl people ; for tq all 
it offers contort; op all it beftows the 
power of profiting by the good .tidings 
which it conveys, It lets before all people 
a Saviour who died for the iins pf the 
whole world: who invites every man tq 
come unto him for coipfort : who pro- 
mifes to receive all that come unto him ; 
who beftows upon all moral ability to qome 
linto him that they may have life. u .Come 
?* unto me," faith yqur Redeemer, ff and 
" all your maladies fliajl be remedied, al) 
" your neceflities ihall be fuppiied. What 
?' though you haye committed numberlefii 
.** (ins? I offer' tq yqu unlimited pardon* 
" Wh^t though the l^w of God which yoi* 
*' have violated, the law to which ygu can 
" render no fatjsfeftion, denounces its cur£ 
" upon your head ? Fear not, I have 
V turned the curfe afide from you : I have 
borne it myfelf in your behalf, I have 
fulfilled *he law: I {iave jn^de an atone- 
ment. What though you are iromerfM 
in weafcieis and corruption; unable to 
think any thing good of yourfelf; un- 
* able to will or t$ <Jo ; unable to difcovef 
6 « <& 
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*Sthe method of plcafing <5od; unable to 
*' continue in the path of righteoufhefs 
*' were you placed in it? In your weak- 
" nefs my flrength (hall be made manifeft 
" and be perfedled. Your corruption I will 
** cleanfe, in the .fountain which I have 
** -opened for uocleannels and fin. By 
" the Holy Ghoii the Comforter, whofe 
" influence is at my difpofal, I will en- 
*" lighten your underftanding and jenew 
" your heart* From Me you (hall leanj 
" the will of my Father: from Me yoy 
" ihall have grace whereby you may ferve 
Him acceptably. What though you are, 
furrouaded by prefent evils ? I am head 
over all things. All power is mine ip 
44 heaven and in carih. My peace 1 give 
u uato you. All thipgfc ihall work tp- 
" gether for good to you in the end. I 
" lead you to a world where ihere ihall M$ 
" neither pain nor fbrrow nor death. 
" Your friends who fleep in Me ihall God 
u bring with Me. Your light affii&ions, 
u which are but for a moment, (hall work 
" for you a far more exceeding and eternal 
" weight of glory." 

Are not thefe glorious offers ? Are not 

theie promifes of comfort? Is n*Jt the 

glory difplayed to every man ? Is not the 

comfort placed freely within the reach of 

' . \ Y 4 every 
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every man? Well may the Gofpcl be 
pronounced good tidings of great joy to all 
people! 

II. But will all men attain to the glory > 
Is the comfort fealed to every man ? The 
Scriptures conftrain us to anfwer, " No/* 
They who at the great day fhall receive 
th^fentenc^, Depart from me, ye curfed, 
into everlafting fire, for ever fall fhort of the 
glory ; have had no effectual intereft in the 
comfort. To whom then are the glorious 
coiifolations of the Gofpel to* be applied ? 
The Lord God himfelfanfwers the queftiori: 
'• Comfort ye, comfort ye, My people? 
My people are the perfohs, My people are 
the only perfbns, who fliall be admitted into 
My kingdom of glory. My people are the 
perfons, My people are the oiiiy perfbns, 
to whom during their con|>!fuance upon 
earth the comforts of the -^Rfpel belong. 

Who then are the pgftple of God ? That 
is the momentous queftion. 

To render you at preferit one of the 
people of God is it fufficient to have been 
baptized into the Chriftian church? Tie . 
baptifm which faves us is not the putting away 
the filth of thefie/b (a). Is it fufficient 
Speculatively to believe the truth of Chrik 

{a) 1 Pet. iii. 21. 

tianity? 
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tianity? The devils believe and tremble (b). 
Is it fufficient clearly to underftand all the 
do&rincs of the Gofpel ? You may under- 
Jland all myjleriestknd all knowledge, and be 
nothing (r) Is it fufficient to avow yourfelf . 
a Chriftian, and to attend Chriftian wor- 
ship ? You may have a form of godlinefs and 
deny the power thereof (</). Is it fufficient to 
feel pleasure in difcourfe concerning reli- 
gion, and to be eager in frequenting a mul- 
titude of religious ordinances? You may 
receive the word with gladnefs 9 and heap to 
yourfelf teachers, having itching ears, (e) 
and perifh. If no one of thefe particulars 
is by itfelf fufficient to prove you to> belong 
to the people of God : are all of them toge- 
ther fufficient ? Turn to the Scriptures. 
Propofe your queftion. Who are the peo- 
ple of GdSLl Our Lord replies ; They who 
believe in me; and come unto me for life. 
And how are they made manifeft? Receive 
an anfwer from the Holy Ghoft by the 
mouth of St. John, Beloved! he that doeth 
good is of God (/). He, and he only, is one 
of the people of God, who in heart and life 
•' is truly a Chriftian, He, and he only, 4s 
at prefent entitled to the comforts of the 
Gofpel ; he and he only (hall receive eternal 

(£) James ii. 19. (r) 1 Cor. xiii. 2. (d) % Tim. iii. 5. 
{/) Mark iv. j6. 2 Tim. iv. 3. (/) 3 John, 10, 11. 

co^fblation 
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coniblation in heaven; who has thf t ge* 
nuine frith in Chrift which worketh by 
love; who demonfti>tes that he belongs 
to God by faithful obedience to his com=- 
mandrae»ts. 

Beloved! bt that doeth good is of God: 
hut be that doeth evil, bath not fern God} 
underftands not God, belongs not to Him. 
Is this the only pafiage \n which St* Joha 
declares that faithful obedience is the left 
by which you are to judge, whether you 
are of the people of God ? Let the Apoftle 
;reply for hirnfelf. Little children, let no 
plan deceive you. Uf that doeth right eouf* 
fiefs is righteous; he that committeth Jin is. 
of the devil. In this the children of God. 
are manifeftedy and the children of the devil: 
wbqfoever doeth not righteoufnefs is not of 
God* Every one that doeth righteoufnefs is 
born of God. Every one that lovetb God 
and" his neighbour is born of God. ^.nd this 
is the love of God \ that we keep his command- 
ments. Jie that kcepeih his commandments* 
the cojnmandments of Chrift, dwelletb in 
Him. If any man love the world, the lujt of 
tbefiejhy and the lujl of the eyes, and the pride 
of life i the love of the Father is not in him. 
{/we fay that we have fellowjhip with Him, 
and walk in darknefs; we lie (g). But 

fa) i John, iii, 7,8, 10. S. 29. iv. 7. v. 3. iii. 24. 
ii. 15, !$• i.& ' ' * 

! " - v ' - perhaps 
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perhaps you deem St. John lingular in this 
do&rihei. What then faith our Saviour? 
If a man love me, be wiH hep my wards: 
be that iovetk m* not ieep&b not my /ayings, 
He that keepeth my commandments, be it is 
that hveth me* T,e are my friendf, if ye dtf 
whatsoever I command you. Herein is my 
Father glorified, tbat ye bear much frutiz 
fo jhall ye b? my difidpies if). Is notice 
icloyed difciple in complete accordance 
with Jjis Maffcer '? But after ihe afcenfioa 
o£ our Lord do the other Apaftles agree 
'With &t f John in preaching this doftrine^ 
Hear, in .the firft place, St, James, Be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers only, de* 
Reiving your own /elves. What dotfc it pro- 
fit, though a man fay he bqthfaitb % and have 
not works ? Can faith Jave bim ? Know, 
O vain man, tbat faith without works is 
dead {f). Againft \yhom does St, Jude 
diredfc the condemning force of his Epifllej? 
Againft men polluted by continuance i* 
£n ; concerning whom he pronpunpes 
>hat, becaufe they walk after that own u$fw 
.godfy lufts, $hey have not the Spirit (i). 
How fpeaketh St, Peter,? His EpiAles are 
replete with exhortations (q bojUnefs as in-. 
^iijpenfable tp falvatioo; a$d warnings 

{b) John »v. $j. % j, Z4. xv. 14. f . («) Jajnei, 

f.*a?. ii* 14. 10, (*) Jade# 18, |g. . ""* 

againft 
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agkinft fin as the forerunner of deftru&iom 
He defcribesChriftians as appointed thrsugb 
fanftification of the Spirit unto obedience. 
He commands them to be obedient children^ 
not fajhioning themfehes according to the 
former lujls in their ignorance, but to be holy 
in all manner of converjation : to abjiainfrom 
fiejhly lujls which war again/1 the foul: to 
efcbew evil and do good, if they love life*, to 
add to their faith virtue and knowledge and 
temperance and patience and godlinefs and 
brotherly kindnefs and charity* if they would 
have an entrance minijtred unto them into 
the ever lajling.' kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jefus Cbrifl (/). The only re«t 
maining writer of Epiftles, whether addref* 
fed to individuals, to particular churches t 
or to Chriftians at large, is St. Paul. Is he 
of the fame fentiment^ with his brethren? 
Time allows me to produce but few of his 
expreffions: but they fhall be fuch as are 
decifive 1 . They that are Cbri/i's, have cru- 
cified the fejh with the qfeStions and lujls. 
If any man have not the Spirit of Cbrijl, be 
is none of His. As' many as are led by the 
Spirit of God y they are the Jons of God (m). 
How is a perfcn to know whether he is 
led by the Spirit, of God ? -By examining 

(/J i Pet. i. 2. 14, 15. ii. 11. in, 10, 11. * z Pet. 
i 5, 6. ii» ' ' {m) Gal, v. 24, Rom. vi^.91 14* . 

* whether 
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whether the. fruits of the Spirit $re brought 
forth in him. . What ^re the fruits of the 
Spirit ? : Si. Paul replies ; , the fruit of the 
Spirit is all goodnefs and, rjgbteoujhefs and 
truth ; love, joy, peace, long-fufering, gentle- 
nefs, faith, meeknefs, temperance, every good 
word and work (n). 

All thefe testimonies, my brethren, whe- 
ther of our Lord Jefus Chrift or of his 
Apoftles, breathe the fame language, pro- 
claim the. fame truth. They proclaim that 
God acknowledges not any man as one of 
His people, who does not habitually and 
unrefervedly labour through faith univer- 
fally to keep His commandments. Evan- 
gelical obedience is to be the foundation 
of evangelical comfort. It is by obedience* 
not feparated from faith, but wrought 
through faith and in evidence of faith : 
not regarding itfelf as poffefled of any na- 
tive holinefs, but afcribing every thing in 
itfelf which is pure to the Spirit of grace : 
not laying claim to recompenfe as of debt, 
as in any degree purchafed by inherent me- 
rit of works, but looking for reward entirely 
as of grace, as in every particular from firft 
to laft purchafed by the juftifyingatone- 



(») Ephcf. y. 9. Gal. v. 22, 23, 2 Thcff. ii. 16, 17, 

tiaent 
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ment of Chrift : it is by this obedience £ti4 
by this only that you cah proVeyourfclves 
to be the people .of God* tfcat yotr cah be- 
come entitled as fuch to the ebnfblations: 
oftheGofpel. 

tet us proceed brifefly to apply the ob- 
fervations which have been made, * 

Truth, by etfablifliing itfelf^ overtHrows 
error, and diffipafes 1 deluffon/ Bf a true 
ftahdard df judgement be reddghifed; the 
authority of every falfe • ftandard is" de- 
iiroyed. If Chriftian obedience be the 
criterion by whifch you are commanded to 
judge of your title to comfort ; can any 
other criterion be neceflary? Can any 
other be fafe ? Can any other be fcrip- 
tural ? You perhaps have been actufiomed 
to believe that God has been pleafed by a 
fovereign decree unconditionally to feleft 
from the mafs of mankind certain favoured 
individuals; whom, while he leaves the reft 
of the pofterity of Adam to merited punifli- 
mept, he exclufively crowns with the pri- 
vileges of mercy. " Thefe," you have 
faid to yourfelf, u are the ele6t of God: 
" thefe are the heirs of falvation and its 
" attendant bleffings." To this chofen mini- 
" ber I belong. To me, as belonging to 
* them, the comforts of the Gofpel, prfc- 

" font 
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u fent and future, ar6 enfured." Unbiafled 
refearches into Scripture, and a clofer com- 
panion of things spiritual with fpiritual, 
might poffibly convince you that your 
fundamental do6hine is not the doflrine 
of your Lord. But what if it were? 
Why fpeak you of comfort belonging to 
.you atone of the eleft; when your Lord' 
pronounces it to belong only to the obe- 
dient ? If you are not faithful in obedience; 
will you prefumej under pretence of being 
one of the ele&, to take comfort in con- 
tradiction to the declaration of Jefus 
Chrift ? If you are faithful in obedience ; 
is any thing farther* requifite to authorife 
you to apply to yourfelf the comforts, 
which Jefes Chrift allures to the obedient? 
Or have you, on your own principles, 
any right to confider yourfelf as one of 
the ele& of God longer than while you 
continue faithful ( in obedience ? 

But your miftake may be of a different 
kind. " I have experienced," you affirm, 
44 an internal impulfe, an impreffion from 
44 above, an indescribable fenfation of peace 
4 * and joy wrought in my heart by the 
44 Holy Ghoft, as a feal and pledge of the 
44 a&ual forgivenefs of my fins. When a 
44 reconciled God has thus fpoken peace 
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" to my foul ; do I not well to take to 

" myfelf the comforts of the. Go'fpelr" 

Undoubtedly ; if God has N authorifed you 

to regard Him as having thus fpoken peace 

to your fouL But where is your warrant 

to place your confidence on an inward im- 

pulfe ; to regard an indeterminate feeling 

as an impreflion from the Holy Qhoft, 

as a token and feal of forgivenefs ? I read 

in ^ the Word of God; When the, wicked 

man turneth away from his wickednefs which 

he hath committed^ and doeth that which is 

lawful and right \ he jhallfave his foul alive. 

In the fame infallible word I read that */z- 

dignation and w'rath } tribulation and an- 

guijh, fhall be upon every foul of man that 

doeth evil. I read that he whp evinces 

his repentance and his faith by obedience, 

is forgiven ; that he who is difobedient 

ftands at prefent condemned. But where 

am I referred to impreffions and impulfes? 

Recoiled the credulity of the human mind 

dn all fubje&s with which fervid paffions 

are intermingled : the recorded and diverfi- 

fled extravagances of the imagination ; the 

inconftant flu6tuations of internal feelings, 

according to the viciffitudes of ftronger 

or weaker fpirits, of health and ficknefs, 

of profperity and adverfity ; the facility 

with 
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\vith which men of lively conceptions and 
flender judgement work themfelves into a 
perfiiafion, that they experience a previ- 
oufly indeterminate impulfe, which they 
are taught to expeft and are eager to re- 
ceive ; and the difficulty with which men 
of contrary qualities would venture to credit 
a fimilar fenfation* Meditate on thefe un- 

. questionable truths ; and you may fee reafon 
warmly to thank your God, that he has not 
directed you to judge df your ftate by a 
vague and variable and tranfient criterion, 
a criterion fitted tp produce prefumption 
br defpair; but refers you to plain and 
fubftantial fads, to the habitual frapae 0/ 
your heart manifefting itfelf in praftice, 
to a ftandard which fcarcely leaves the 
poffibility df delufion to him who applies 
it with devout and inveftigating* observa- 
tion. And what though you perfift in your 
doftrine ? Will you exalt an impulfe, of 
which you cannot certainly know that it 
proceeds from the Holy Ghoft, above the 

. Scriptures, which you acknowledge to pro- 
ceed from Him? If you are habitually 
obedient to Chrift through faith; do you 
deem the fcriptural promife of forgive- 
nefs to all who thus obey Him an infuffi- 
iftient fecurity, an inadequate ground 
Vol. II. Z of 
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of comfort ? If you are habitually difobe* 
client ; will you believe on the credit of an 
iinpuUe that you are forgiven, in oppofition 
to the Scriptures which pronounce you to 
be in a ftate of condemnation ? 

In the two examples already brought 
forward, you have heard the truths incul- 
cated by the text applied to the correftion 
of errors in judging of* our ffcate, which 
arife from inaccurate views of Chriftlan 
do&rine. Let me now apply thofe truths to 
an error connefted with mifapprehenfion 
of the duty of a preacher. 

Many perfons cherifh very imperfe6t 
and partial views of the proper nature of 
preaching. They relifh nd difcourfes, ex- 
cept luch as they term comfortable. They 
delight to hear of the freenefs of the Gof- 
pel; of the fulnefs of the Gofpel : of the 
privileges of the Gofpel ; of the comforts 
of the Gofpel: of any thing rather than 
the duties of the Gofpel. In their hearts, 
if not with their lips, they are prepared to 
fay to their minifter, as the Jews laid ta 
Ifaiah; Prophejy not unto us right things: 
/peak unto us Jmooth things (0). They re- 
member not the admonition which St. Paul 

(o) lfatab, xxx. 10. 

delivered 
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delivered to Timothy, that it might be the 
rule of his preaching : All Scripture is pro- 
fitable for doftrine+for reproof for corfe&icmi 
for injiruSlion in righteoufnefs : that the man 
of God may be perfeff, thoroughly furnijhed 
unto all good works (p). If you love not 
to hear the ftri£l and holy morality of the 
New Teftament preffed and enforced upon 
you by Chriftian principles: is it not a proof 
that you do not relifh the ftridhiefs and 
holinefs of that morality ? Is it not a 
proof of a fecret confeioufnefs that your 
morality is not of that ftridt and holy na- 
ture ? If it is with relu6tance that you lend . 
ypur ear, whenever the terrors referved 
for the wicked are proclaimed i is it not 
a proof either that you prefumptuoufly 
imagine yourfelf unconcerned in thofe dc* 
nunciatioris of divine vengeance; or that 
you 'wifh to fmother and lay afleep your 
inward mifgivings of guilt ? Injudicious and 
dangerous is that fpiritual phyiician, who 
adminifters little except opiates and cor- 
dials* Ignorant and deluded is that private 
Chriftian, who condemns and reje6ls every 
other mode of treatment. Let your wounds 
be fearched to the bottom, if you are fo- 

(/) 2 Tim. ill 16, tf. 

Z z licitous 
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licitous that they fhouldbe healed. Wei-* 
come every degree of difcipline neceffary 
to your everlafting health. Apply not to - 
you rfelf the comforts of the Gofpel farther 
than the predominant frame of your tem- 
pers, difpofitions, and deiires, and the ha- 
bitual coarfe. of your life and converfation, 
afford evidence on which you may be 
fcripturally authoriicd to hope that, at pre- 
fent, you belong to the people of God. If 
you are not living unto Chrift through 
faith ; if your converfation is not fuch as 
becometh the Gofpel of Chrift; if you 
walk not worthy of the vocation where- 
with you are called ; if you are not proved 
to be one of the peculiar people of Chrift by 
being purified from the dominion of cor- 
rupt tempers, principles, and pra&ices, 
and by haviivg become zealous of good 
works.: to.prefume on the comforts of the 
Gofpel is unwarranted and deftru&ive. 

But if, after deep and devout felf-exami- 
nation, you have folid reafon to hope that 
faith in the Son of God has led you to de- 
light in his commandments ; if it be your 
prevailing defire that the- renewing grace 
of the Holy Spirit fhould ian&ify your 
heart unto obedience ; if it be your habitual 
ftudy and endeavour to bring every thought,, 
ii every 
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♦very- temper, every a&ion, into fubjec- 
tion to the laws and conformity with the 
example of your Lord; to love God above 
all things, and mat), in the next place, 
for the fake of God ; and to manifeft the 
iledfaftnefs and fervency of your love to 
God and man by- uniform and unequivocal 
deeds, by living to the glory of your hear 
venly King and the good of your fellow- 
creatures: then may you humbly confide 
that you are at prefent one of the people of 
God ; then may you regar d yourfelf as entw 
tied by the mercy of Chrifl to apply to your 
own cornfort the promifes of the Gofpel. 
Remember, however, the ground on which 
you ftand. Remember that, if your obe- 
dience begins to flag ; if a worldly fpirit 
gains ftrength in your * bofom ; exa£Hy in 
the fame proportion your title to comfort 
jis undermined. The righteoufnefs of the 
righteous fiall not deliver him in the day of 
bis tranfgrejjion. When the righteous turn- 
eth from his righteoufnefs and committetb 
iniquity ; he Jhall even die thereby. Re- 
member that when St. Paul befeeches 
God to comfort the hearts of the Thefla- 
lonians, that petition is connefted with a 
fecond prayer indifpenfable to the fuccefs of 
the forme*; that He would eftablifh them 
£ 3 , in 
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in every good word ajid work. Bkfed 
are they faith our Saviour, by the mouth 
of St. Jphp, aljnoft as it were clofing the 
volume pf Scripture with the momentous 
warning; bfejfed are they that do his com^ 
ptandmentS) that they may have $ right to the 
tree of life (q). Brethren ! remain through 
faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift ftedfaft in 
evangelical obedience. So iI19.ll the God of 
hope fill you 'with all joy «nd peace in believ 1 
ing, that ye may abound in hope through the 
power of the Holy Gbojl (r). 

(j) Rev.xxi:. 14. (r) $om, xv. 13, 
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SERMON XVII. 

On religious Despondence. 

r 

Psai<m xxxviii. 6 f 

J *w troubled i I am bowed down greatly ; / 
go mourning all the day long. . 

r &tf men as trees walking ; faid the blind 
perfon, when at the word of Chrift he 
firft opened his eyes. The eyes of the 
mind, no lefs than thofe of the body, are 
unable to fuftain, without being dazzled 
and bewildered, a fudden tranfition from 
darknefs to light. The objedts which float 
before them, new, dimly viewed, imper- 
fe&ly comprehended, are divefted of their 
proper lhapes, their native colours, their 
genuine dimenfious, their wonted accom- 
paniments, their obvious ufe and applica- 
tion ; and not unfrequently prefent them- 
selves as gigantic phantoms, arrayed in 
imaginary terrors. It is only by colle&ing 
Z4 the 
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the powers which the Moft High has vouch? 
fafed, by exercifing them with difcretion, 
by gradually rendering them familiar with[ 
unaccuftomed feezes, by. refort;ng to fuit- 
able means for ftrengthening their debility 
and re&ifying their errors, that the recently 
awakened organ learns to judge, to difcri- 
minate, to underftand ; to form a juft efti T 
mate of the various fubje&s which it con-; 
templates; to apply them to the ends 
which they are feverally calculated to an* 
f\ner ; to invite affif^ance ant} to cterivq 
corifolation from every quarter whence 
by the' appointment of Heaven the bleffings 
may be obtained ; to diftiriguifh between 
real and fancied dangers $ and while it 
feduloufly guards againft perils aftually fu-* 
pervening, to difmifs groundlefs alarm. 

When perfons who have Jived not unfa, 
Chrifi 'who died for theth y but unto them- 
felves 5 whether immcried in the groflhefs 
of open vice, abfprbed in the carfes of the 
world, funk in fluggifh indifference, or 
refting on punftilioufnefs of moral de- 
corum; when fuch perfons by the effect 
tual fipplicatipu of the word .of God, by 
{icknefs, by adverfity, by the- lofs of a dear 
friend or relative, or by fojme equally fea- 
fonable operation of the yifiting hand of 

Omnipotence^ 
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Omnipotence, are roufed from their ipU 
ritual lethargy: when they perceive that 
their life has been a fliadow, a dream, a 
child ifh play* a tjfTue of duties negle&e<J 
^u\4 wilful tranfgreffions : when they furvey 
the holinefs and the juftice of God 
whom they have defpifed, and fee thepif 
felve$ fufpended by the thread of , roar* 
tality over the abyfs of eternal condgmnay 
tion : it is not unufual for (heir terrof and 
jdejeftion to fettle into the- bittemefe of 
deipondence. The curies of the broketj 
Jaw, the thunders of inevitable vengeance, 
found inceflantly in their ears. Before 
jheir eyes the books are opened: and t^ 
|ong catalogue of their fins written in tb* 
books overwhelms* thepi with ago$$ng 
difmay. Groaning under the anguifh e^ 
pericnced by the affluSted' Pfalmift, bu$ 
cjeftitute of the gleam of comfort which, in 
the humble confcioufnefs of penitence, he 
ventured to cherifti; they are troubled^ 
they are bowed down greatly, they go mourn- 
ing all the day long. The arrows of ths 
Lord \ftick fafi in them ; and His band prejf- 
etb them fore. There is no Jbundnefs in their 
Jkjh becaufe of His anger ; neither is therd 
any reft in their bones becaufe of their Jm+ 
for their iniquities are gone over their peadi 

as 
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as an heavy burthen they are too heavy fir 
them. They are feeble and fore broken ; they 
roar by reafon of the difquietnefs of their 
heart. Adopting with fad convi&ion this 
dcfcription of their own miferies, they 
prefume not with David to fubjoin; In thee f 
O Lord, do I hope : thou wilt hear, O Lord^ 
my God. * 4 Ours," they exclaim, H are the 
u threatenings of Scripture : its pronaifes 
*' belong not to us % M 

I propofe, in the firft place, to defcribc 
the general circumftanees attending reli-* 
gious defpondence i fecondly* to point out 
the ground of cure t thirdly, tp fpecify and 
examine the principal arguments which 
the deje&ed individual frequently alleges 
as proofs, that he is not warranted to ap- 
ply to himfelf the promifes of the Scrip-* 
tures : and laftly to addrefs fbme pra&cal 
dire&ions to perfons who experience a 
pronenefs to religions defpondence, 

I. When religious defpondence takes 
pofleffion of the mind, a new and delufiv? 
medium interpofes itfelf between the fuf- 
ferer and all the objefts which he con- 
templates. To his eyes every incidfent 
affumes an alarming chara&er. In the 
common events of life he perceives the 

hfincl 
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bapd of God ftretched forth againft him. 
The ordinary courfe of Providence is 
transformed into a fucceflion of fpecial 
judgements. ^ All thefe things/' cries the 
terrified mourner, * are againft me : raani- 
f* feftations of divine difpleafure ; inflic- 
?' tions of penal vengeance; warnings of 
1 C irrevocable exclufion from God I" Paft 
offences prefent themfelves in the garb of 
lingular enormity. And fometimes one of 
the leaft confiderable deviations from duty ? ^ 
a deviation perhaps originating in error 
and inadvertence, preffes forward on the 
imagination as one of the greateft of 
crimes ; and forms the groundwork of dis- 
torted reafbnings, and of intolerable dread. 
The body participates with the mind* The 
rcftlefs fwofd wears away the fcabbard. 
Nervous agitation undermines health* 
Health undermined aggravates nervous 
agitation. • Exertion becomes feeble and 
rcluftant; gradually intermits, progtef- 
fivcly declines. Relative, focial, and do- 
meftic duties are neglefted. Aftivity and 
alacrity, fources heretofore of pleafure no 
lefs than inftruments of ufefulnefs, are ab- 
.ibrbed in liftlefs melancholy. Diflatisfac- 
tion fpeedily becomes vifibte in the Counte- 
nances of thofe members of the family who 
£fe not religious. From a clouded and 

uafecial 
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unfocial home they fly in queft of cheerfulnefi 
abroad : and day by day are {lengthened iii 
the perfuafion that gloom is the inleparable 
• concomitant of piety. The fufferer mean-* 
^ while is agitated by increasing anxiety and 
{btrow. — " I fee the decay of affedion in 
*Vthofe to whpm I was moft dear. I am a 

* burthen to all ; an obftacle to religion ; 

* forfakQii of God ; continually more and 
c< more odious in his fight* Well may I 

* be troubled : well may I be bowed down 
€c greatly: well may I go mourning all the 
"day long!" The load of affli&ion is 
not. feldom aggravated by the meafures 
which are adopted for the purpofc of re- 
pioving it. Unfeeling cenfures confpire 
with injudicious friends. At one time de- 
}e6iion is encountered with barftmefs; at 
another with negleft; at another with 

"peremptory oppofitiort; at another with 
blind and debilitating tendernefs. But the 
fovereign remedy prefcribed by the worldly- 
minded is diflipation. The affii&ed party 
is prohibited from meditating on the fub^ 
je& of religion; an injunction alike abfurd 
in itfelf and impoffible to be obeyed : and 
is hurried from place to place,, from conn 
pany to company, from amuferaent tcr 
amufemsnt, that neither opportunity nor 
leiikre may be afforded for reflexion. By 

this 
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this procef? the portion of mental dnguiih 
which may be attributed to bodily indifpo- 
lition is occafionally relieved. But, amid 
changing, fcenes and changing occupations, 
the root of the malady remains untouched 
in the heart. The foul difcerns the futility 
of the means employed for its comfort: 
and by the difcovery is confirmed in its 
diftrefs. If the tempeft fubfides, it is only 
to recur with augmented violence : or to 
fettle into the fatal calm of felf-righteouf* 
nefs and unconcern. Such is the nature, 
and fiich is the fuccefs, of the meafures to 
which the relatives and connexions of the 
fufferer commonly refort. The modes of 
relief purfued by the defponding party often 
prove equally inefficacious, or equally in* 
jurious. Attempts are made to quiet the 
confcience by voluntary aufterities, by di- 
verfified experiments of mortification and 
penance. Or counfel is eagerly fought on 
every fide from dogmatical and difcordant 
advifers. Or a multitude of religious books 
is indifcriminately accumulated and de- 
voured: error, erudition, criticifm, contro- 
verfy, unite in augmenting perplexity and 
anguifh: and the mind wanders from volume 
to volume, without guide or clue, bewildered^ 
tmfettled, confounded, and difmayed. Hence 
has followed delufion, hence ep.thufiaftn* 
:. » hence 
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hence has melancholy been impelled to the 
confines of frenzy; The Scriptures them-< 
ielves, partially exafriirted and applied* are f 
heard to utter no voice but that , of terror. 
The judgements in ftore for the impenitent 
form the theme of inceflant Meditation.- 
When the eye cafually meets a prbmife ot 
an encouragement, it hurries aWay as from 
forbidden ground* Had Eve fled from thef 
interdidted tree with the trembling perfe- 
veranee with which the vi&ims of defpon-* 
dence fly from the confolationS of Holy 
Writ ; neither her forroWs nor theirs, nor 
thofe of the human race, had been known* 

II. What then, amid thefe jarring ref* 
fburces unavailingly employed for the at-* 
tainment of relief, are the genuine grounds: 
of cure ? 

By devout, comprehenfive and impartial 
felf-exarnination let the fufferer labour to 
fatisfy himfelf, whether he feels a deep and 
abiding eonvi6lion of his guilt, and help* 
lefTuefs $ and whether he cheriihes a rooted 
and earned defire to be delivered through tht 
Lord Jefiis Chrift, not only from thepuniifh- 
ment, but from the dominion of fin. If htf 
feels not this convidion, and cheriihes not 
this defire ; it cannot with truth be affirmed 
that he repents. If he difcerns himfelf to 

be 
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be helplefs, and labours under the convict 
tion of guilt and the dread of pijnifli- 
meat ; yet is no farther felicitous to be de* 
livered from the dominion of fin than in 
proportion as he perceives that penal confe- 
quences are the attendants of tranfgrefiion ; 
fin is not Jttted for its own fake, is not 
abhorred as odious to God: there is no, love 
of holinefs in the heart, no fcriptural re-, 
pentdnce. If he entertains a feeble and un- 
meaning delire to be pr^ferved from the 
power of fin for the future ; yet admits not 
a deep impreflion of his a&ual guilt and 
helplefsnefs ; feels no acute compun&ions, 
no ferious uneafinefs, in the recolle&ion of 
the years during which he has lived 'without 
God in the worlds no lively fenfe of his own 
utter weaknefs and corruption : he is in hid 
own estimation wbok y and has not perceived 
his need of a phyfician ; he is in his own 
eyes righteous y and is fo far from having re- 
garded the call of Chrift to repentance, 
that even while he believes himfelf to be 
irrevocably condemned, he is perhaps loud 
in charging God with injuftice for fen- 
tencing him to condemnation, Unlefs both 
the convidion and the defire. are riveted in . 
his bofom ; he repenteth not. The Scrip- 
ture, which denounces vengeance againfi all 
who are impenitent, gives him not a title 

to 
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to take comfort; Its promifes prefuppdfe 
true repentance. As yet therefore they 
belong not to him. Is he anxious for 
confolation ? Let him hear the voice of 
the Apoftle : Repent* and be converted* that 
fby fns may be. blotted out. Then may he 
iubmiflively hope with filial faith, that even 
in the exifting fcene of trial the times of 
refhejhing pall come from the prefence .of the 
Lord. 

But if by the refult of his inquiry he 
is authorifed humbly to confide that the 
convi&ion and the defire, not irrationally 
and unfcripturally feparated, but co-exifting 
in libber and cordial union, founded on 
Scriptural grounds, and leading him to 
Chrift as the only foyrce of deliverance and 
ftrength, decidedly chara&erife the habi- 
tual frame of his foul : he is* in other words* 
authorifed to confide that God has beftowed 
upon him the gift of repentance; and is 
warranted in applying to himfelf the ferip- 
tural promifes made to the penitent. He 
falls under our Saviour's defcription of thofe 
that mourn ; and may therefore truft in the 
hope of being comforted* He labours and is 
heavy laden / and may therefore be aflured 
that Chrifl is ready "to give him reft 4 His 
heart is broken and contrite: he may there- 
fore rely that it '& b heart which TAau 9 O 

Godf 



Qfl religious' fttfahJente* $jj| 

Gvd> mHnot dtjpjfe* His is the godly forrm* 
that, worketh repentance iu the human* 
heart, and has already wrought repentance* 
ijijiis : therefore may he he affured tjhat, i£ 
he continues the fervent of Jefus, it wity ter- 
minate in falvation* 

III. Unequivocally and repeatedly ai)4 
prominently as thefe truths ftand forth in 
the wofd of God ; many an individual under 
the overwhelming influence of deje6Hon is 
deterred, and deterred in different cafes b# 
different views, from profiting by their con? 
loling import. 

Sometimes the deiponder argues thus: 
14 God is a God of mercy : but mercy haf 
" its limits* Inferior, offenders may, be 
u blefled with forgivcnefe : but how can I 
u prefume to nourifli hope? So many are 
" the years during which I have lived not 
M unto Chrift but unto myfelf j to fenfu- 
* ality, or to pride, or to vanity, or to 
u covetonfneis, or to diflipation, or to feme 
H other flagrant fin ; warm as to worldly 
u qbje£ts, dead to religion; maintaining. a 
•* form, it may be, of godlinefs, but cteuy* 
M ing the pbwer thereof: ft> ampk haw 
" been the offers, fo abundant the opportu^ 
5* nities> of religious inftru#ion ai^d edifir 
V cation which I have flighted anji abufedjj 
fc Vol. II. Aa - fo 
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* £o loud the* warnings- of Providence t& 

* which I have refufed to liften; fo (igna! 
" and fpecial the mercies Which my hard- 
u ened heart has withftood: fa long have 
** I finned, and wkh fuch aggravations, 
#c that even by a riioft merciful God I an* 
" jufily abandoned to defpair." Abandoned 
ta defpair! Does not the voice of God 
proclaiitx in the Scriptures that upon true 
repentance all fins fioalt be forgiven unto the 
Jons of men \ that the blood of Cbrifl ckanf* 
efbfront all fin; that though your fins be as 

Jcarlet, they jball become white as Jnow £ 
Have you not heard, do you not believe; 
the univerfal invitation, the unlimited pro- 
rnife, of your Saviour : Come unto me> all 
who labour and are heavy laden? and I will 
give you refi — Him that eometb unto me, 
whoever he may bcj whatever he may 
have been, I will in no wife cafi out I 1$ 
not the parable of the prodigal ibu a prac- 
tical illuftration and eftabiifhment of thefe 
truths? 

u But alas !" another fufferer replies, 
the very firft words which you cited as 
proclaimed by the voice of God are con- 
nected by the fame voice wkh others 
M which feal my dcftruftion. All fins Jball 
" be forgiven unto the Jons of men 9 and blaf 
" fhemies wberewithfoever they JbaU blaf- 

• «fbtme m 
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** pbeme. But is there not an exception fub* 
"joined? He that Jhatl blafpheme agatnft 
n the Holy Gboji bath never Jhrgivenefs* 
u Behold tHfe fin, the unpardonable Iin^ 
•' with the coftimiflion of which my terfi- 
" fied cohfeience charges the. I know that 
** on thfe naturfe of this fin tonliderable ob- 
" fcttrity refts. I know that by fbme in* 
** terpreters the guilt is reftrainfed to the 
a crime of thdfe felf-convi&ed oppofers, 
" who afcribed to the power of Satan the 
u miracles of the Son of God. I know that 
" by others it is icarcely extended be- 

* yond that obdurate malignity, which de- 
w fied the Extraordinary wonders wrought 
" through the effufion of the Holy Ghoft in, 
** the days of the Apoftles. But do not you 
u adniit that the fin may be perpetrated in 
" modern times ? And if it has been per- 
" petrated by me ; is riot my defpondence 
14 'judicial, incurable, the prelude of damna- 
a tion?**" That the fin toay be perpetrated 
in modern times fhall not be denied. That 
it has not been perpetrated by you is ai\ 
\JUdifputable truth. Together with deep 
and abiding cohvi£Hoti of guilt and helplefs- 
fiefs, do not you alfo cherifh a rooted and 
fcarneft defire to be delivered, through the 
Lord JefusChrift, from the dominion no lefs 
than from the punifhment of fin ? Thai 

* -" A a 2 have 
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kave you the chara&eriftic marks of a true 
penitent! Away with the crime, be it 
whatever it may, which your appalled ima- 
gination has transformed into blafphemy 
againft the Holy GhofL You poflefs the 
grace of repentance* From the Spirit of 
grace only can you have received it. The 
Holy Gboft then regards you with favour* 
You cannot have blafphcmed againft Him* 
Your defpondence is groundlefs, is unfcrip- 
tural. Approach, and take of the water* 
ef comforts 

" Had my offences,"* cries another 
mourner, u terminated nt myfelf; I ihould 
** have dared, however grievous had been 
44 my guilt, to have cheriihed a hope o£ 

* mercy. But I have been the mftrumen* 
•* of Satan; for the deftrudtioxir of my bre-* 
" thren t I have allured- them into th<& 
" way of perdition. It is through my 
H guilt that Chrift has died for them in vain* 
** Their blood cries againft me for ven^ 

* geance.. It is I who fealed their dooms 
" and in fealiag it I have fealed my own." 
Child of affli<51i©n! take comfort. Hovp 
know you that the 4 doom of your com- 
panions in tranigreffion was- fealed? If 
fealed, know you* not that it was their own 
guilt, not yours, which fealed it?. But let it be 

* aflTuoied that y<au were mainly inftrumental 
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m their guilt* Look then in the firft plac$ 
to fcriptural examples of fcrgivenefs ex* 
tended to x>ther inftraments of iniquity* 
Look to Aaron pardoned and accepted and 
reinftated in the office of High Prieft, after 
he had etefted the golden calf, and had 
thus brought Jo great a fin upon the people (a) 
Look to Manaffeh, who reared up altars 
for Baalim* and worjhipped all the boji of 
heaven and Jerved them 9 and built altars for 
them in the houfe of the Lord and in the tw$ 
Courts of the houfe of the Lord, and Jet a 
carved image, the idol which be had made % 
in the houfe of God, and caufed bis children 
to pafs through the fire, and ufed enchant- 
ments, and dealt with a familiar Jpirit and 
with wizards-, and made jfudah and the 
inhabitants ofjerufalem to err, and feduced 
them to do more evil than did the heathen, 
whom the Lord bad defrayed before the chil- 
dren of Ifrael: look to this inftrument of 
evil, when he was in affli&ion and be/ought 
the Lord his God, and humbled bimfelf greatly, 
before the God of his Fathers, and prayed unto 
him: and God was entreated of him and 
beard his fupplication, and brought him again 
into bis kingdom (b), Look to Paul, not 

(m) Exod. xxxii. zi.xh 12—14. 

(f) 2 Chron. xxxiiL 3—13. 2 King*, xxL 9. 

A a 3 merely 
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merely the persecutor of Chriftiaps but tjjie 
Inftrurnent of their apoftacy by compelling 
them ta bjafpheme (r) ; yet exalted after- 
wards to be the Apoftle of the Gentiles. 
If the gate of pardon was open to fuch itv- 
ftruments of fin ; againfl whom is it doled? 
In the next place confider that, according 
to your argument, fcarcely any fumer could 
obtain forgivenefs. How rare are the fin$ 
whofe effects terminate m the individual 
tranlgreflbr J Where is the habitual fiuner, 
who, by perfuafion or by example, has not 
been highly dangerous to the lalvation 
of others ? Obferve, finally, that your ar- 
gument is in diametrical oppofitiori to tjic 
unlimited promifes of Chrift. To all who 
labour^ to all who are heavy leaden, to all 
whofe heart is broken and contrite \ to all wh« 
grieve with godly for ro<Wy to all ipho come unto 
Him for pardon; to all fuch without e^«* 
ception or rcferve the Son of God offers 
himfelf as. a Saviour, 

Sometimes dejeftion ftrives to eftablifli 
itfelf on another foundation. "Though 
" with deliberate finqerity I can affirm/* 
cries the mourner, " that my convi6tions 
♦ ; of fin, and my defires to be delivered both 
" from its punifhment and its power, ac- 
< 4 cord with your demand ; though,- nou 

"(c) Afts, xxyi. n. 

*< withftaodip^ 
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* withstanding the relu&ance and deadnef* 
« of heart which I deplore, I am habitually 
" diligent in prayer, in meditation, in the 
44 fludy of the Scriptures: and though my* 
44 conscience bears humble yet undoubting- 
44 teftimony, that, during a period of very 
** considerable length, I have perfevered in 
" thefe views, in thefe difpofition?, in thefe 
41 exertions: yet I do not find comfort. I 
44 therefore conclude that comfort is not for. 
44 me. Happy, toq happy, if at Jaft I might 
44 obtain forgivenefs ; . I am not to look, I 
44 ought not to look, for peace." Now thus to 
reafou is, in efFeft, to difcredit the reiterated 
and univerfal promifes which have recently 
been brought forward from the oracles of 
God. Bvt it is impqfiile for God to tie. With 
*Him is no variablenefs nor Jhadow of turn- 
ing* Jefa* Cbriji is the fame yefterday, and 
to-day y and for eber. Farther: though the 
promifes of God will affuredly be fulfilled 
to perfevering penitents; it muft be re* 
membered that, in the ordinary exercife of 
His fovereignty^ He pledges himfelf not as 
to. the period of their accomplishment. 
To thofe who come unto Him He pro- 
piifes reft and comfort and peace and joy in 
the Holy Gboji. But to his own wifdom 
# he referves the decifion as to the mode and 
the time of. cpnferring and enlarging his 
A a 4 gifts. 
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gifte* In his general dealings with femnMftdf 
it pfe&fes SHim to wdrk gradually, by the 
tffe Of means which He has anointed. 
Thfe htrfbandman expefite not that >Heaven 
ttifl beftow the harveft immediately after 
the fowing of the feed^ -Days and weeks 
hfe is to wait in pationce before even the 
blade ftiail appear. But if he fttft&iro his 
fences, weeds his crop, and ki all refpe&s 
difcharges with Vigilance the duties of his 
occupation: he fliall behold the items 
jiuihing their growth higher and higher 
uritfl they are advanced to maturity. In 
the fame gradual and progreffive mode of 
Communication are the bleflings of grace 
and comfort generally vouchfafed: vouch- 
fefed not under the guife of inftantaneous 
illdpfes, imaginary impulfes, enthufiaftic 
fervours, but in fcbriety and ferenity, mea~ 
fore after meafure, in proportion to patient 
perfeverance in a devout life of all the 
appointed means of grace, and in a ledu*. 
lous and faithful improvement under grace 
already beftowed. If God fufpends the 
gift of comfort ; if he -imparts it ilowljr 
and Tparingly : is it not becaufe He fees that 
fitch a method of proceeding is requifitfc 
for the .'trial of your faith, and will eventu- 
ally work, if you continue ftedfaft in humtife 
ft Uaflce artd obedient love, for your good ? 

Wha 
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Who is be tbatfearetb the Lord, that obeyetb 
the voice of bis fervant the Mefliah, that 
Hbalketb in darknefs, and bath no ligbt t Lei. 
him trujl in the name of the Lord, and ftay 
upon bis God. Be not weary in well-doing* 
for in duefeafon you jhatt reap, if you faint 
not {c\ Even were the Lord of all, in the 
lingular myfterioufnefs of His counfels, ap- 
parently to hide his face from you until 
death; ftill ihould you be found one of 
thofe who, having fet in clouds, fhall rife 
in glory. 

Sometimes the delpondence fortified by 
the folpenfion of religious comfort is 
darkened by the gloom of erroneous doc* 
trine. The wretched individual begins to 
apprehend that he is predeftinated to wrath 
and anguifh everlafting ; that, if not ex* 
prefsly created for the purpofe of being 
rendered miferable, at leaft he is " pafled 
♦ 4 over" in the difpenfation of redeeming 
mercy: that he is virtually reprobated, 
,4>eing defignedly excluded by the fbvereign 
will of God from the number of thofe, 
whom the Almighty is fuppofed fpecially 
to have elefted to be the folc partakers of 
his converting grace. To alleviate alarms 
excited by mifconceptions of the revealed 
uouniel of the Moft High may be an oh« 

U) Ifaiah, 1. |o. Gal. vi. o. 



3&z On religious Dffpon&nct* 

jcd iometime* attainable by that ingenuity 
of inconfifteiit explanation, which, even 
while under the preflure of difficulties it i». 
conftrained to prune the exterior branches 
of an unfubftantial fyftera, labours to guard 
the trunk from attack. To fubduc them* 
the axe muft be kid to the root/, the falfc 
dbftrine muft be manifefted to be falfc. Tq 
the fervent piety and the pra&ical holinefs 
«f auypbers of our Chriftian brethren, who 
conceive themfelves to read in the word of 
God the tenets in queftion, my teftimony, 
Jbowevcr unimportant, I rejoice to bear. 
But compiled as I have repeatedly been 
fo know the terrors which thofe tenets have 
produced* it feems an act of duty in ad* 
ikrefling perfpns expoled to fimilar terrors 
peo£ to withhold my deliberate conviftion, 
that the tenets are deftitute of (criptural fup«. 
|iart : and that the detached paffages of .Holy 
Writ whence they are deduced fairly ad- 
mit, when confidered in themfelves,. and, 
clearly demand, when taken in conjun&io^ 
with the reft of Scripture, a very different 
interpretation. For tbe prefent purpofe it 
jnay be fufficicnt to refer the delponding 
Jtofferer to ibme plain paflages of the divine 
word > which teach that i»Ivation, in every 
l"pipe£i unattainable but through our Lat4 
Jciu* Chrift, is through Him open to every 
. man: 
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man : find that on every man of ratj©n4 
faculties the free mercy of God beftows for 
the fake of the great Redeemer a portiw of 
antecedent grace fo far influencing the will^ 
the understanding, and the heart, as, with* 
out intrenching on moral agency, to enable 
him, if diligent in the application of gracs 
received, to obtain through the blood of the 
crofs an inheritance among the faints. Have 
I any pleafure that the wicked Jhould die, 
faith .the Lord God? As I Jive, faith tb$ 
Lord God, I have no pleafure in the death of 
the wicked \ but that the wicked turn from 

. his w/y 9 and live* Turn ye, turn ye\ why 
will ye die (d)? Can we frame to th« 
imagination any fcnfe, in which thefe words 
could be uttered without delufion ; if there 
were any perfon hot afhiaily enabled by 
divine grace, in will no lefs than in every 
other requifite faculty^ to turn unto God ? 

' The Lord is not willing that any Jhould pe^ 
Yijh -, but that alljhould come to repentance (e)^ 
God our Saviour will have all men to be 
faved {f). J(/us tafied death for every 
pian (#) ; gave himfetf a ran/dm for all (£) j 
is the propitiation for the Jins of the whole 
World (/). /Could any one of thefe declara^ 

(J) E$ek, xviii. 23. xxxiii. 2. (#) 2 Ect. iw. 95. 

(/) 1 Tim. ii. 3, 4. {£ ) Jieb. ii. 9. (4) 1 Tim. ii. 6. 
(/) 1 John, ii 12. 

tions 



£6| 08 religious De/pdnclence. 

tiftftS have bceh made, if there had bce« 
£ l Jtf(gte individual a&ually or virtually 
* Jk&ued t>Ver, M in the plan of redemption; 
WttCroflditionaliy excluded from the poflibi- 
lity 'of Obtaining falvation through Jefui 
Chftft ; Xjhbleffed with that preventing in- 
Ihieftcfc oft his will, without which he mufl 
tfefriaiA incapable of profiting by the Re. 
dfeemcr's death; tantalized by offers of 
tftfercy, with which he is left hiorally in- 
competent toclofe ? Would our Lord have 
fcbmmanded his difciples to preach the Go/pel 
td every treature (£) ; if there had been a 
ftftgle pferfon td whom it muft neccfTarily 
Jiavc been preached in vain ? And muft 
it not neceflariiy have been preached in 
Vain to the man, had fiich there been 
Whom God had not freed by the ante* 
Cedent operation of His grate upon the 
will from all impoffibility of believing ? Is 
it poflible that redemption can be general t 
if ele&ion tenders it neceflariiy partial ? Is 
h true that all men may be faved, if God 
beftdws Only on certain ieje£t individuals 
the preventing grace without whichuo man 
can be faved ? Is it not trifling to affirm 
that all may he faved, " if they will ;* 
while without the preventing grace of God t 

(4) Mark, xvi. iS, 

faid 
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faid to be beftowcd only an the cleft, no 
jnan can H will ?" Are thefe conclusions 
to be evaded by a verbal diftindtion ; by 
replying that it is not a " natural" but > 
" moral" impoffibility which preclude* 
thofe who are not of the number of th$ 
ele£t from falvation ? As thotigh an impos- 
sibility would be the lefs an impoffibility if 
it Should arife from a moral caufe ! A? 
though the moil effential part of a rafan'p 
nature were not the moral conftitutiog 
which fye brings into the world ! I forbear 
to accumulate ieriptural paflages fimilar ii* 
import to thofe which have been produced,. 
The views which God has difclofed of hip 
own attributes, and the univerfal tenor of 
his word, are altogether at variance with 
the opinions which it has here been requi- 
fite to withftand. Fear not, ye mourners. 
Every man may become one of God's elecb 
Go forth and profper* The way of falva- 
tion, unbarred to the whole world, lie? 
before you- Enter it, purluc it, in thfc 
ftrength of your God. 

IV. To perfon* who truly repent through 
Chrift, yet are at the fame time opprefled 
1>y ? pronenef? to.dcfpondence, the follow* 
ing pra&ical fuggeftions may not be al- 
together ufelefs. 

Direa 
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Dircft your thoughts habitually and iffi* 
partially to all the attributes and " thS 
f< whole counfel df God.** Remember His 
• inercy nd lefs thart his juftide { his redeem* 
ihg love no lefs than his holy abhorrence 
of fin. Fix your attention no lfefs fled- 
faftly oh the prortiifes than oh the threaten* 
ings of Scripture : on the encouragement^ 
held forth to the penitent, no lefs earneftfy 
than on the curfes denounced agalhfl: tlife 
Carelefs and the prefumptuous- Be not 
eafily moved with apprehettfioii that you 
pay more than proportionate regard to the 
coniblations of the GofpeL The inherent 
1>ias of deje&idn will draw you With fuffl- 
cient force towards the confines df un- 
warranted alarm. Beware left it urge yoii 
acrofs the boundary. 

In reflecting on your part fins, let them 
be regarded as grounds of Habitual lelf* 
abatement, of profpe&ive watchfulnefs, of 
zealous diligence, of unwearied exertion, 
of grateful and fervent love towards God 
your Redeemer for the ftupendous falvi* 
tion fet before you. But view them not 
as obftacles to the forgivenefs and accept- 
ance of a true and perfevering penitent^ 
nor as affording ths flighteft foundation 
for dread that the Holy Spirit, who his 
enabled you to bring forth the fruits of 

repentance, 
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flepentance, will withhold' from you thcf 
grace and ftrength which you (hall here** 
after feek as needful under impending trial? 
of your faith. 

If ieafons of deje&ion (houkl recur ; i£ 
at the very time when your understanding 
is fatisfied of the truth and the ad\ial re- 
levancy of the fcriptural arguments which 
forbid you to delpond, even in the face of 
conviction, defpondencc fhould opprefif 
your loul : wonder not, nor be difmayed* 
as though an unprecedented or extraordi- 
nary event had befallen you* The ftate 
of mind is not uncommon. Survey it in its 
true colours. In the midft of defpondencc* 
remember that you are defponding againft 
your judgement and your confeience, againft 
reafon and the word of God. David, in the 
day of trouble, when his foul refufed to hi 
tomjortedy exclaimed; Will the Lord cafi off 
for ever ? And will be be favourable no more? 
Is his mercy clean gone for ever ? Doth his 
fromife fail for evermore ? Hath God forgot* 
ten to be gracious ? Hath he in anger Jhui up 
bis tender mercies ? But what was the an- 
swer which he returned to himfelf ? IJaid; 
This is my infirmity (J). Confider whether 
defpondenctf againft judgement and con- 
science, againft reafon and the word of 

(OWalmlxawi. 7— io. * 

Co* 
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Cod, is not in pftrt to be impiited to boditf. 
indifpofition, to the trfemors of nervous in* 
^jjietude* Confider whether in part it may 
not be deemed, whether it muft not in part 
fa deemed, a fubtle and fpecial temptation < 
The adverfary of man adapts his ftratagema 
to the individual whom he afljails. The Ian-? 
guine he tempts to rafhnefs, the lukewarm 
to inactivity, the confident to prefumption* 
the timid to defpair. To what more pro- 
miiing method could he refbrt for the pur- 
pole of deterring you from perfeverance ill 
labouring for ialvation, than the fcheme of 
inducing you to believe that by you mercy 
\s unattainable? From a method lb pro- 
filing is it probable that he fliould refrain ? 
Meet the danger with adequate circuxn- 
fpeftion. Encounter the foe with appro* 
priate arms. Let health receive due at- 
tention* Refji the devil > and he will fie* 
from you. Hake the Jhield of faith •, where* 
svith youjhall be able (o quench all the fery 
darts of the Wicked One* Fly for fucqour 
to the throne of grace. Praying always 
wit A all prayer and fupplicafion in the fpirit % 
and watching thereunto with all per/everan& f 
plead with Him whofe foul was Jarrouftsl 
even unto death} with Him, whq feoow^ 
^'hat is the agony with which the victim 
•f fin exclaims, " My God! my God! "why 
.9 "tajl 
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hajlthouforfaken me J" who is touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities, having been in 
all points tempted like as we are - y . who in 
that he himfelf bath fuffered, being tempted, 
is able to fuccour them that are tempted. 
He will fulfil his word. He will minifter 
ftrength for the conflict. He will not Jujfer 
you to be tempted above what you are able to 
bear : but with the temptatidn will alfo make 
a way to efcape, that you may be able to bear 
it. Why is thy foul caft down: why is 
it Co difquieted within thee? Hope thou 
in God: for thou fhalt yet praife Him for 
the' help of His countenance. 

Study to maintain a fpirit of felf-pofleffion 
and compofure. Beware of harafling your 
mind by ill-timed or inordinate exertions in 
prayer, in reading, in meditation, or m any 
other devotional or intellectual employment. 
Let your religious exercifes be fliort and 
frequent rather . than of long -duration : and 
be particularly on your guard againft excels 
in them when the fpirits are agitated and 
the faculties wearied. Cautioufly fhun, 
whether in books ot in advifers, whatever 
is metaphyfical or declamatory : and cleave 
to that inftrti&ion, which fpeaksrinfimplicity 
the. words of truth -apd fobernefs. > Wait the 
Jime of the Lord. And if as yettheie be - 
no fymptoms which indicate that the bur- 
Vol. II. Bb then 
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then of defpohdence is about to l>e light- 
ened; be not impatient under it* continu- 
ance, nor defpair of its removal. 

Finally; be a&ive. Be.fedulous to em- 
ploy an ample portion of your time, lb far 
as may be entirely compatible with a juft 
regard to health, in the modes of praflical 
1 ufefulnefs, which belong to your ftation: 
and in the vigifant discharge of the offices 
of domeftic life. Thefe are occupations 
which the defponding fometimes negleS 
through liftlefnefs and forrow, fometimes 
avoid under an impreffion that fiich con- 
cerns ought not to engage their thoughts. 
But a zealous purfuit of praftical ufefulnefs, 
a vigilant performance of relative duties, 
while they obvioufly tend to the relief of 
your mental malady, rank very high among 
Khe good works by which you are to evince 
the fincerity of your faith, and to adorn the 
dotyrine of God your Saviour. . The manage- 
ment *f worldly concerns, when conduced 
in a worldly fpirit, is fin. But when kept 
wholly fubordinate to the great purpofes 
of exigence, the: glory of God and the 
faivation of the foul; when carried on from 
<Uhriftian motives, with Chriftian tempers, 
and for Chriftian ends ; it is a branch of 
fervice to God, it is one of the fruit? of 
religion. ' ; 
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SERMON XVIII. 

On the Chriftian Characters of Youth. 



2 Cor. vi« 17, 18. vii. 1. 

Come out from among them, and be ye Sepa- 
rate; faith the Lord, and touch not the 
unckan thing : and I will receive you, and 
will he a father unto you, and ye jhall be my 
fons and daughters, faith the Lord Al- 
• mighty. Having therefore tbefe promifes, 
dearly beloved} let us cleanfe &urf elves 
from all filtbinefs of flejh and Jpirit, per- 
feSting boliriefs in the fear of God. 
% 
"l^fHEN a perfon convcrfant with the 
vegetable productions . of the earth, 
gbferves in the foreft a plant, whofe pro- 
perties he is defirous- of improving; he 
removes it from its^native wild into 4iis 
garden. There, rooted in luxuriant foil, 
fheJtered from inclement blafh, fecured 
B b 2 againft 
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a&ainft immoderate humrditv, tfulv watered 
in feafons of drought, defended from the 
encroachment of worthlefs herbs which 
even in that cultivated fpot are continually 
fpringing on every iide; it teftifies by a 
confpituous transformation the foftcring 
care of its prote&or. Its growth enlarges; 
its juices are meliorated; its tints are 
heightened; its fragrance is exalted; its 
fruits are multiplied. It is no longer a 
barren weed: but the delight of him who 
has appropriated it to himfelf. 

In correfpondence with the general out- 
lines of this fimilitude,- the God of mercy 
purifies, unto Himfelf a peculiar people. 
By the miniftration of the Gofpel He (epa- 
rates them from the wicked; bv his grace 
transforms their nature; fuftains them with 
his arm; nourifhesthem by his (acred wordj 
cheers them with the light of his counte- 
nance; and enables them to bring forth fruit 
Unto perfe&ion. .. 

Between the obje6te of favour, however, 
in the two cafes, there exifts a very impor- 
tant difference. The plant is unconfeious, 
fenfelefs, paffive. It knows not its bene-? 
fador nor his purpofes. Choice has no 
concern in its improvement. Not fo the 
human being addrefled by' the Gofpel* 
Him God has created a moral agent. From 
! _ - 8 - him 
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him God requires a6tive concurrence; co- 
operation of the will manifefted \)y exer«* 
tions of obedience. He does, not hurry 
the man by arbitrary force from amidft 
the thorns and thirties of iniquity. Come 
out from among them, he cries, and be fepa- 
rate. Beftowing on the helplefs individual 
adequate powers by the influence of his 
Spirit; He commands him to exert them 
and come forth. 

To remove an aged plant from the fo- 
reft, and to caufe it to flourifh in the gar- 
den, might be a talk level to the ikill of 
the cultivator. But he gives the preference 
to a younger ftem, whofe fibres are lefs 
firmly riveted in the foil, and lefs clofely 
interwoven with the roots of the conti- 
guous thicket. To pluck up the veteraa 
finner, however deeply he may have fhofc 
his roots do Wit wards towards hell; and tor 
enable him to flourish like a green olive-* 
tree in the courts of the houfe of his God; 
is an undertaking devoid of difficulty to 
the Omnipotent. But with fingular com- 
placency he looks on thofe, who have re* 
ceived Him as the guide of their youth. 
Out of the mouth even of babes and fucklings 
He perfeStetb praife. Advancing childhood 
receives new marks of his love. Come, ye 
, children, he cries by his Holy Spirit, hearken 
B b 3 unto 
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unto me: I wHl teach you the fear of the 
Lord. Suffer little children, exclaimed his 
beloved Son, to come unto me, and forbid 
them not : for offucb is the kingdom rf God. 
In the Old Teftament is heard the gracious 
admoilition; Remember thy Creator in tie 
days of thy youth. And in the pafiage from 
the New which I have propofed for our 
confederation, a pafiage ftri&ly conne&ed 
by the context with the fubjeft of marriage, 
it is to young perfbns that the promife, 
though pertaining to all Chriftians, is pri- 
marily addrefled: J will receive you, and 
will be a Father unto you: and ye Jbail be 
my Jons and daughter*, faith the Lord AI-* 
mighty. 

How is an intereft in this promife to be 
obtained ? Becoming forth and being fepa~ 
rate, through a living faith in Chrift, from 
the pollutions of the world : by clean/mg 
wrfehes from all Jilt binefs of Jlejh and Jpirit, 
and perfecting bolinefs in the fear of God. 

In order to apply thefe univerfal inftruc- 
tions to the efpecial benefit of the young; 
I defign in the prefent and in the fucceed- 
ing difcourfe to point out the diftinft bear- 
ings of fome of the principal Chriftian vir- 
tues on the charafters and duties of youth 
in general, and, as opportunities arife, of 
eachfex.in particular. 

I. The 
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, I. The archited, whether purpofing to 
tu& a cottage, or a palace, or a temple,, 
provides for the fafety of the future fii- 
perftru&ure by devoting his firft care to 
the iblidity of the foundation. la youth, 
as in every other period of life, the foun- 
dation of every Chriftian excellence is 
piety: a fervent love of God habitually 
fubmitting itfelf to the guidance of his law. 
Wherewith Jball a young , man ckanfe bis 
way? By taking bad according to tby word. 
Jojiab did that wbicb was right in thejight 
of the Lord; and declined neither to the right 
band nor to the left. Why ? For while be 
was yet young be began to feek after the God 
of David, bis father (a). Why had the 
young men whom St. John addreffed been 
enabled to overcome the Wicked One? Becaufe, 
adds the Apoftle, the word of God abidetb in 
you. Youth is the feafon of ardent affec- 
tions. Shall the heart be warm in its at- 
tachment to earthly relatives and affociates;. 
and cold towards your heavenly Father*. 
your kindeft friend; cold to Jellis Chrift 
who died for you* and is not ajhamed to 
call you brethren? Youth is the feafbn when 
the perception of delight is the moft lively. 
Shall you be penetrated with. a feeling of 

(a) Pil cxix. 9. 2 Chron, Jtxxiv. z, 3. 

B b 4 obligation, 
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obligation, with tender* emotions of grati- 
tude, towards an earthly benefa&or; and 
unthankful to Him who giveth you all things 
richly to enjoy t Youth is the feafon of 
'ftrength and alacrity* Shall the fluggifh 
fpirit, the inaSive feeblenefs, of age be feen 
zealous in labours for the glory of God; 
and (ball you be torpid as to his fetvice? 
Youth is the feafon of inexperience. Shall 
you be earneft in the purfuit of human 
knowledge, obedient to human cdunfel; 
and negligent of the light which Jehovah 
has revealed, that it may be a lantern to your 
path, of that univerfal wifdom which is 
given by infpiration from Him, and is able 
to make you wife uuto falvaiion through faith* 
which is inChriJi 'Jefus? Youth, viewed 
with a reference to the protrafted term of 
mortal life, poflefTes the fruits of but a 
fhort period for growth in grace. If the 
* faint of an hundred years looks back from 
his deathbed with regret and felf-abafement 
on his* progrefs in the qualifications, by 
which he is to be rendered meet to be a 
partaker of the inheritance of the faints in 
light: do you, whofe progrefs on the moft 
favourable fuppoiition muft as yet be 
comparatively lmail, you whole career may 
to-morrow terminate in the grave, linger 
and loiter and trifle on your way ? 

II- Under 
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•II. Under the preceding head was in- 
cluded reverent acquiefcence in the doc- 
trines and the commandments of the word 
of God. Hence the mind naturally pro- 
ceeds to the fubjeft of' docility under hu-^ 
man inftru&ion. 

To parents, as inftru&ors, the place^ of 
pre-eminence is affigned. Hear the infiruf- 
tion of thy father*, and for fake not the law 
pf thy mother. For they Jball be an orna- 
ment of grace unto thy head, and chains about 
thy neck (b). In the parent are united in 
a degree ^t to be paralleled in the cafe 
of any other> earthly fuperior, authority 
and affe£tion| authority eftablifhed on pe- 
culiar foundations ; and affe&ion impelled 
by peculiar motives to temper the excrcife 
of command, and fb to guide the reins as 
to render control produ&ive of the laigheft 
attainable benefit to the individual under 
fubje&ion. In the parent alio is found, ac-» 
cording to the general order of nature, that 
fuperiority in praftical wifdom which qua- 
lifies the poflefTor for the guidance of youth. 
And what is the general declaration of 
fcripture? With the ancient is wifdom ; 
and in length of days is under/landing (V). 
Men live not for themfelves alone. The 
pged in the viciilitudes of. their pilgrimage 

{&) Prov. i. 8, 9. (f) Job, xii. lz. 

have 
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have colle&ed experience for the young. 
Such is the inftitution of Providence. 
Let youth refpeft the wifdom and the mer- 
cy of the appointment. // is good far a man 
that he bear the yoke in his youth (d): and not 
only the parental yoke, but that alfb which 
for the benefit of the pupil is neceffarily 
impofed by the different inftruftors under 
Whom he is placed. To thofe n»bo have the 
tule over you, whether it be to niatebfor your ' 
Jbuls as they that muft give account ; or to 
impart their acquifitions in literature, in 
fcience, in profeflional (kill, in the arts 
and the tranfa£Uons of life; render, to 
each according to his ftation and office, the 
deference and the affe&ion which are due. 
To God alone be infallibility afcribed. But 
remember that the ground-work of im-. 
provement is a teachable fpirit. Diftruft 
yourfelf. Welcome with refpe£tful atten- . 
tion the advice of your feniors; fponta- 
ncoufly feek counfel from their better 
judgement. Your contemporaries in age, 
however amiable their difpofitions, how- 
ever promifing their talents, are expofed 
by youth to thofe very delufions by which 
your own opinions are likely to be milled, 
by which the eyes of your elders may no 



(4) LoBient. iii. 27. 
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longer be dazzled. ' On what account did 
the ten tribes revolt from Rehoboam ? Be- 
eaufe he forfook the counfel of the old men , 
that had flood before Solomon his father ; 
and anfwered after the advice of the young 
men that were brought up with him (e) m 
When your monitors kindle not with the 
admiration with which you gaze on the 
objeft before you j when they rate it at a 
value far inferior to that with which your 
fervid fancy has arrayed it: fay not to 
yourfclf ; "Their feelings are chilled and 
" deadened by time. Their underftaud- 
*< ing is darkened by the mifts of yeanu 
" They are no longer competent to appre- 
" ciate the plcafures within my reach, 
u the gratifications belonging to the prime 
« of life." If, in the fulnefs of felf-fuf- 
ficient confidence, you refufe them credit 
for fuperiority in wifdom : recoiled at leaft 
the obvious advantages under which they 
exercife their judgement They have trod- 
den the length of the paths, on which you 
are but about to enter* They have proved 
by experiment the acquifitions, concerning 
which you decide only from fpeculation. 

HI. Clofely allied with the Chriftian ob- 
ligation of docility under the inftru&ion of 

(e) 2 Chfttt. xx* 6, &c. 

friends 
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friends who are advanced in life, 19 the duty* 
of habitual reverence for age* Thou foaifi 
rife up before the hoary head $ , and honour 
the face of the old mqn : I am the Lord. Tc 
younger 1 fubtnit, yourf elves unto the elder (f). 
When Timothy was commiffioqe4 by St. 
Paul to correal with epifcopal control the 
diforders fubfifting in the church at Ephefus; 
mark*. the tendernefs which he was com- 
manded to exerqife in checking the faulty 
proceedings of a fuperior. jri age : Rebuke 
not an elder: but in treat him fis a father $ 
and the elder women as mothers. Againjl 
an elder receive not an accufation but before 
two or three witnejfes (g). If fuch was to 
be the conduft of Timothy, when inverted 
with judicial authority over the aged : what 
ought. to be your conduft? How repug- 
nant to the injun&ions of the Holy Ghoft, 
how abominable in the light of God, is 
contemptuous negledt in behaviour to the 
eld ! What deteftable enormity refts on the 
head of thofe, who coavert the infirmities 
of age into a fubjedt of deriiionj If to- 
wards any aged individual negiedt or de- 
rifion be thus heinous : what is the fin of 
thofe who defpife or deride a parent ? The 
eye that mocketb at his father *, and defpifetb 

(/) Lev. xx. 32. 1 Pet. v. 5. {g) 1 Tim. y. 

I* 2. 19. 

to 
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to obey bis mother ; the ravens of the valley 
fhall pick it out y and the young eagles jhall 
eat it* What is the firji commandment with 
promife (h) ? Honour thy father and thy 
mother. Obferve the impartial equality 
with which the command extends its pro- 
teftion and confirms its privileges to each 
of your parents. Within the fcope of this 
command, all periods, fituations, and cir- 
cumftances are comprifed. But the Spirit 
of God does not fend you forth to the dis- 
charge of filial duties without an injunc- 
tion immediately referring to the cafe of 
aged parents. Hearken unto thy father that 
begat thee 9 and defpife not thy mother when 
fbe is old (J). Conformable to this injunc- 
tion is the admonition of the fon of Sirach 
— Grieve not thy father as long as he liveth. 
And if his under/landing fail* have patience 
with him: and 9 defpife him not, when thou 
art in thy full flrength (&). Suftain the 
trembling fteps, fupply the waning facul* 
ties, of the protedlors who upheld thee 
while tottering in infancy, and pondered 
by day and by night for thy good, wheix 
thou kneweft not thy right hand from thy 
left. If thy career be prolonged; thou 
alfo (halt be old. Thou ihalt lean on the 

(b) Prov. xxx. 17. E/'h. vi. 2. (;) Ptov. xxiiL 22. 

C*) Ecd'us. iii. 12, 13. % 

arm 
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arm of duty ; thou (halt call on afFedlion 
to foiooth thy paths* 

IV. The obligations to be confldejred in 
the next place may be ranged under the 
comprehenfive head of felf-government. 

The love of Cbrijl cbnjlraineth us to live 
mt unto our/elves, but unto Him who died for 
us. Behold the foundation of felf-govern- 
ment ! The fupports, under divine grace, 
of felf-government, are, firft, foberminded- 
nefs ; fecondly, the habit of forbearance. '■ 

Soberiiiindednefs, or ibbriety, implies the 
difpaffionate contemplation of objedts di- 
verting them of falfe brilliancy and undue* 
importance* To the young, in /common, 
with their feniors, the general exhortations 
to ibbriety, with which the Word of God 
abounds, are dire&ed. But on the youth 
of each (ex, as particularly obnoxious to 
delufion through warmth of paffion, vivid- 
nefs of imagination, haftinefs in forming 
conclufioas, the fpecioufnefs of new attrac- 
tions, and pronenefs to enthufiaftic admira- 
tion of fome particular virtue, as generofity, 
affe&ion, or compaflron, to the comparative* 
negtedt of other Chriftian graces, the duty 
of fobermindednefs, enjoined on every age, 
is diftin&ly and emphatically impreffed by 
St. Paul. Teach young women to be fober. 

Toung 
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itoung men likewife exhort to be fober* 
minded (/)• Soberminckdnefs leads to felf* 
government by re&ifylng the judgement, 
and exercifing through the medium of the 
re&ified judgement, a chaftiling influence 
over the affe&ions. If the youthful Chris- 
tian is commanded not to Iwe the world, 
nor the things that are in the world; how 
much more reafonable in his apprehension 
is the mandate, how much lets eager wili 
be his attachment to the luft of the fiejh and 
the luft of the eyes and the pride oflfe^ when 
his underftanding is opened and his heart 
fobered by the refledion that the world paf- 
feth away and the luft thereof, hut he who 
doeth the will of God ahidetb for ever (m) ! 
How much more cheerfully will he turn 
from the things which are feen, to purfue the 
things which are notfeen ; when his foul is 
penetrated with the convi&ion not pnly* 
that the things which are feen are temporal, 
and the things which are not feen eternal '; 
but that every deiirable objedl of this world 
is of the earthy earthy ; and tfcat, as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, ib 
highly exalted in their nature above all 
worldly objedts are thofe future glories* 
which eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, neither 

(I) Tit. ii. 4. 6. . («) John, ii. 15. 17. 

' .> hath 
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hath it entered into the heart of man U 
conceive (ri). 

Habit is in its influence conftant and 
univerfal. The tranfadtions of every day 
are exemplifications of its power. No cir- 
cumftances are fb trifling, none fo mo- 
naeritous, as to be below or abovie its juris- 
diction. No ftep within the ability of man 
is fo eafy, or fo difficult, as not to be el- 
fentially retarded or advanced by the op- 
position or the co-operation ; of cuftomary 
pradice. Of all human attainments, felf- 
government is the moft arduous. Better 
is he that ruleth hisjpirit, than he that t&ketb 
a city* Yet arduous as it may be, to falva- 
tion it is indiipenfable. Is it then a matter 
of indifference whether the aid of habit 
be cultivated, or defpifcd : whether habit 
be fecured as a faithful ally, er converted 
into an obftinate foe ? Is not habit equally 
potent to ftrengthen you in forbearance as 
in action? Behold the advantage which 
the children of this world derive from the 
affiftance of habit in bridling their pa/lions, 
in reilraining their tongues, in reducing 
their very geftures and looks under fub- 
ordinationr Will not you feek the fame 
aid for nobler ends? Is it not your wik 
dom, is it not your duty, to make a cove- 
(») z Cor. iv. 18. iit 9* 

nant 
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rtbnt with your eyes, and with the thoughts 
of your heart; univerfally to keep under 
your body and bring it into fubjeStion ; nay 
even to refrain on many occafions from 
innocent indulgences for the very purpofc 
of forming and upholding that habit of 
forbearance, whdfe power, when' confirmed, 
is in the hands of divine grace of fuch 
fignal efficacy in fupporting you againfl 
temptation? 

The importance and the right applica- 
tion of a fteady principle of felf-goverh- % 
ment may be illuftrated by an examination 
of its bearings on various Chriftian duties. 

A {anguine temperament; buoyant fpirits; 
want of familiarity with viciflitudes, obfta- 
cles, and difappointments; con{pire to hurry 
the young into levity, impatience, haftinefs, 
petulance, and impetuofity. Gravity is 
deemed ftupidity ; caution, fearfulne{s. 
Delay becomes grievous; oppofition intole-' 
rable. Behold a fcene for the exercife 
of felf-government. By gentlenefs towards 
others, by firmnefs of command over your- 
felf, by ferenity, by kindnefe of temper, by 
patient acquiefcence, prove your conformity 
to tbe meeknefs and gentlenefs ofChriJi\ and 
prepare yourfelf to remain,' under the 
guidance of His Spirit, unruffled amid the 
trials of life. If the veffel is incapable of 
• - Vot* IP. C c regulating 
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regulating its courfe npdcr the Hutting 
gales and flu&uating tides, which await its 
early departure from the harbour : how fhali 
it ftem the waves and biafts of the middle 
ocean? 

Temperance difplays a IpaciouS field for 
felf-government. Who bath woe? Who 
bath Jorrow ? Who bath contentions % Who 
bath " babbling ? Who hath wounds without 
cauje? Who bath rednefs of eyes ? They that 
tarry lortg at the wine. The moft con- 
firmed abominations of excels arife from 
(mall beginnings. Are you temperate? 
There was a time when the habitual 
drunkard was as temperate* Would you 
Hand faft in tempferance I Would you 
be preferved from the additional enormi- 
ties, the fecceffive ftages of profligacy, to 
Which intemperance inftigates and hufries 
ksvi&im? Abftain from the confines, from 
the very appearance of evil. Place the 
reftrpint on the defire* Look not thou upon 
the wine when it is red y when it groctb its 
colour in the cup. At the lafi it biteth like 
a Jerpent 9 and fiingeth Hie an adder (0). 
Keep the natural appetite "for food under 
uniform difcipline* Every agpetite r how- 
ever natural, however ufeful or requisite* 

(r) Prov. xxiii, 29—32. 

encroaches 
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encroaches and ensnares. Trfi* heed to 
yourfehesy left at any time your hearts be 
overcharged with forfeiting (/>). To glut- 
tonous men their belly is tfoeir God. Ab- 
hor faftidioufnefs of tafte, and a folicitous 
preference of one kind of viands to ano- 
ther. Meats for the belly r , cries St. Paul : 
but I will not be brought under the power 
of any (y). Take no t bought ', fays your 
Lord, what ye Jhall eat 9 and what ye Jhall 
drink: for after thefe things do the Gentiles 
feek (r). That critical acutenefs of palate, 
that fcientific infight into the compofition 
and qualities of meats and drinks, in which 
modern favourers of Gentile principles 
make their boaft, is difgraceful to- a Chri£ 
tian at any period of life, and Angularly 
difgraceful to the young. 

Moderation is temperance extended from 
the gratifications of the palate to every 
other worldly indulgence, accommodation, 
and purluit. Let your mbderation be known 
unto all men: the Lord is at band (J). In 
this emphatical precept, which as relating 
to a leading branch of felf- government, 
advances claims particularly forcible to the 
obedient attention of youth, the firft objeft 

{f) Lake, xxi. 34. (q) 1 Cor.vi. 12, 13. 

(r) Matth. vi. 31, 32. (j) Piiilipp. iv. 5. - 

.... C C % to 



j88 Qn the Cbrifiian 

to which the mind is called, is the duty era-* 
joined ; moderation. Confider its nature. 
Guard againft prevailing miftakes on the 
fubjeft. Not to be immoderate is not 
moderation. To abftain from intemper- 
rance is not to be temperate. Not to be, 
intemperate is- a negative abftinence from 
fin. To be temperate is the poiitive prac- 
tice of virtue. Between that abftinence 
and this pradiice, how broad is the repara- 
tion! Apply the example. How oftea 
do men take credit to themfelves for mo- 
deration, when they ought to take fhame 
for the want of it: credit for not proceed- 
ing fo far as others, inftead of (hame for 
proceeding farther than the genuine fpirit 
of Chriftiauity allows.. The fource of the 
delufion is obvious. They compare them- 
felves with others; not. with the word of 
God. Be it your care to judge by the 
true ftapdard. If the habits of perfons id 
your ftation, however moderate, the indi* 
viduals may be deemed by the world, would 
prove immoderate when brought to the 
teft of Scripture ; hqw fhall you ftand guilt- 
lefs, if, with the bible in jour hands, you 
follow them ? The meafure of the duty iiv 
every inftance being 'thus ascertained ; at- 
tend to the manner in which the duty is to 
be difcharged. Let your moderation be kntrwrt 

unto 
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Unto alt 'men. Mark the energetic import 
of the terms. It is by no means fufficien£ : 
fhat your own confcience, after a folemir 
and fcrutinifing appeal to the word of 
God/ pronounces you moderate. Your 
moderation muft be known; unoftentaV 
tioufly, but decidedly, known. There muft; 
be no opening left for equitable doubt. - 
Your conduct muft be unequivocally fuch," 
both in its general tenor, and in each par- 
ticular inftance, as to exclude all fubftan- 
tial ground for uncertainty as to your mo-' 
deration. ' And to whom is your modera- 
tion to be thus known ? To your friends 
and neighbours ? Unto all men. Its cha- 
rafters muft be fo confpicuoufly imprefled 
upon every part of your proceedings, that 
even a ftranger could not reafonably liifpeft 
its reality; that all who poffefs if it be 
but a flight knowledge of jour condition 
and circumftances, fhall be conftraihed bf- 
irrefiftible evidence to fay within "their 
hearts ; " This man lives under the ChriP 
" tian influence of moderation/* " But will 
" not our moderation," you reply, " be mif- 
" judged by the worldly-minded as narrow-* 
* nefs of fpirit, as parfimony, or even as 
" pride ?" Very probably. The mifconcep^ 
tion however is the 1 concern of thofe who 1 
misjudge. You have done your part. ' To* 
Ccj do 
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do lefe than your part, becaufe others may 
misjudge your condu&, would be to re- 
gard man more than God. " But will not 
44 Chriftian Moderation make us Angular ?" 
On many occafions afiuredly . Let not ymir 
heart be troubled. Be Angular: not for the 
feke of Angularity, but- of moderation. 
Never be fuigular for the fake of being 
fingular : never (brink ffom being fingular 
for the fake 6f being virtuous. If you are 
fingular becaufe you remain in the path of 
duty while others have deviated from it ; 
it is they who haVe left you, not you who 
have left them. If yod are fingular becaufe 
you have chofen the path of falvation, while 
your contemporaries have even from child- 
hood preferred the way of deftru&ion : what 
folly to be afhamed of your Angularity ! 
what madneis to relinquish your ineftimable 
advantage, that you may be their compa- 
nion in condemnation. Let not your heart 
be troubled. Carry' on your view to the 
motive, by which the duty of moderation, 
of decided and avowed and conipicuons 
moderation, is enforced. T6e Lord is, at 
band. Behold here the grand encourage- 
ment to fober-mindednefs and forbear- 
ance ! Behold here the grand iiipport un- 
der Angularity and contempt ! The faihion 
of this world paffeth away. Superiority . 
8 ' m will 
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will Shortly be levelled, gratification ex- 
tinguiflied, poffcffidn terminated, by death. 
• After death cometh the judgement. As to 
future bleflednefs or mifery, judgement but 
promulgates the fentence irrevocably fealed 
by death. The Lord is at hand to deter- 
mine your everlafting doom: to receive his 
faithful foldier into glory, or to coftfigft 
his irreclaimable entmy to perdition, Tbe 
end of all things is at band: be ye therefore 
Jbber, and watch unto prayer. 

There are two fubje&s, commonly re- 
ducing to . youth, to which the preceding 
reflections on moderation may briefly bfc 
applied ; drefs, and amufements. 

The minds of young men are engaged 
by the concerns of life, in employment 
more ferious and lefs frequently intermitted 
than the occupations which belong to their 
contemporaries of the weaker fex. And 
while women are lefs expoled than men. to 
the allay Its of the ruder paflions ; the ad- 
vantage is counterbalanced by a greater 
liability to temptations conne&ed with per- 
fonal appearance. Hence perhaps it is that 
the wifdom of God addreffes the female 
fex with feparate and emphatical admoni- 
tions. 1 will that women adorn thetnfohes 
in modejl apparel with' Jhamejacednefs and 
fobriety^ not with broidered hair or gold^ or 
< ■ : . . . . C c 4 pearls, 
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pearls, or cojily array: not with the outward 
adorning of plaiting the hair 9 of wearing of 
gold, or: oj putting on of apparel (/)• If the 
temperate ufe on fome occafions of the 
modes of ornament here fpecified he re- 
cognifed as cqnfiftent with the.lpirit of 
the injun&ion; nQ fuch confiftency can 
.be allowed to a necdlefs indulgence, or 
a vain delight, in * any kind of fticwy 
or expenfive, decoration. And foppery or 
coftly array in young men is even more 
% .criminal than fimilar difregard pf fcriptural 
precepts in young wpmen, From both 
iexes, unobtruftve fimplicity in drefs, and- 
refolute opposition to extravagance, and to 
:every faftiion, however prevalent, which 
borders on indelicacy, are indifputably re*- 
quired. To both fexes has Jefus Chrift 
iflued the mandate ; Take no thought what 
ye jhall put on. To both fexes has he de* 
clared that to be folicitous concerning drefs 
was one of the chara&eriftics of the finful ' 
Gentiles. Remember that it is the prin- 
ciple, not the nation, which conftitutes the 
heathen. Remember too that, if fin in-* 
duced the neceffity of clothing; to be vaii* 
of our habiliments is indeed to glory in our 
fhame. 

(f) I Tim. ii. 9. 1 Pet. Hi. 3. 

Amufements, 
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Amufements, finful 111 their own nature* 
or bringing with them temptations dan- 
gerous to young perfons in general or to 
yourfelf in particular, many virtues com*, 
mand you to renounce. Moderation ad- 
vances a ftep farther in the path of forbear- 
ance ; and requires you to exercife reftraint 
as to indulgence in amufements neither 
blameable in themfelves, nor, within cer- 
tain limits, detrimental to you. She pro T 
npunces that amufement, transformed 
into bufinefs, becomes fin. She warns you 
that with moil amufements the fedu&ions 
q£ vanity are blended ; that with all, the 
{hares of indolence are interwoven. She 
bids you contemplate the irkfome vacuity 
into which they, to whom a particular re- 
creation has been rendered habitual, are 
plunged when it is cafually precluded. 
She tells you that in whatever proportion 
the time beftowed on any amufement is 
too great ; exaftly in the fame proportion 
too little is affigned to fome occupation of 
duty. She tells you that unlefs by uni- 
form felf-conimand, and occafional felf- 
denial, you retain the complete maftery 
over yourfelf as to innocent and fafe in- 
flulgenpes ; it is impoffible that you fhould 
withftand with eafe, it is improbable that 
you ihould adlually withftand, the allure- 
ments 
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ments of reprehenfible gratifications. It is 
the tmhappinefs of many perfons, ef|>ecial!y 
of the female (ex, to experience fuch an 
education, to be accuftomed at home no 
lefs than abroad to fuch difcourfe and fuch 
examples, as to be led to regard amufe* 
ments as ^n unruffled fea of pleafiires, 
where, roving from one happy ifland to 
another, they are to be repaid for the 
thraldom of fchools and inftru6Hon. O 
wretched ignorance of human duties ! O 
miserable eftimate of the obje6ts of human 
exiftence ! If at any time you feel a fenfa- 
tion of painful difappointment, when pre* 
vented from partaking m fome expft&ed 
amufement; be affured that your heart 
rates amufement at too hi<*h a value. A 
child may be excufable if difconcerted 
when the butterfly, which it was on the 
point of feizing, eludes its grafp. Let the 
well-inftrufted Christian be fiber : let him 
eftimate trifles as trifles, and confidcr things 
indifferent with indifference. 

There remains yet one iubjeft, with re- 
fpeft to which felf- government muft be 
exemplified ; purity. 

Purity commands you to flee youthful 
(ujis (w), under whatever form, and ' in 
whatever degree, they may prefent them- 

(u) 2 Tim. ii; 22. 

fclves ; 
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ietaes; and to renounce all incitements to 
fin, all fociety, all fcenes, all books, all dik 
courfe, which tend to inflame the paflions 
or to pollute the imagination. No unclean - 
per/on — ponder well the fcriptural compre* 
henfivenefs of the term — No unclean perfon 
Jhall inherit the kingdom of God (#). 

Purity claims alio the regulation of the 
demeanour and conduit of young perfon* 
towards thofe of the other fex. 

It was even on Tinlothy, the eminently 
virtuous Timothy, that St* Paul preffed tbe 
admonition, to treat the younger women as 
Jifters, with all purity. The phrafe implies 
not only a confeientious abhorrence of every 
a£iion, of every word, which is an offence 
againft the feelings of modefty ; but a fcru- 
pulousabftinence from indifcreet familiarity, 
a guarded forbearance from unbecoming 
levity, a cautious avoidance of every pro- 
ceeding likely to impair the habit of deli-* 
cate propriety. If fuch are the obligations 
incumbent on young men ; what circum- 
fpe£i refer ve, what fandtity of manners, 
docs God require from women ! Let each 
lex be aware that, by ihidied afliduities and 
particular attentions, to entrap through mo- 
tives of vanity or fclfiftuiefs the affe&ions 
of pother, is among the moft cruel fpecies 

(x) Gal. v. j. | Cor, vi. $, &c. 

Of 
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of robbery and fraud. Let them {o regu- 
late their deportment as tacitly to prevent 
or to remove mifconceptions on the part 
of thole, who may groundlefsly deem 
themfelves objedfe of efpecial regard. With 
equal care, with an equally firm convi&ion 
of duty, let. them watch over their bofoms, 
that their own affe&ions be not haftily 
ffized.. If in the commoneft tranfa&ions 
of life the glory of God is to be the ruling 
principle .of a Chriftian ; is that principle 
to be difmiffed, is it to be poftponed, in 
the moft important engagement, marriage ? 
Shall the bleffing of the Lord of all accom-: 
pany a contraft, in which his honour is 
flighted, his approbation held of fecondary 
impprtance ? Do you feek . the glory of 
God ? Do . you hope for his bleffing ? 
Cherifh not a thought of being united to 
another in marriage, until you have folid 
grounds for deliberate belief that the indi- 
vidual in queftion is a true fervant of Chrift : 
a fervant of Chrift not in the loofe accept- 
ation of the terms prevalent in a carelefs 
world, but in that comprehenfive and 
fcriptural import which at the laft day 
they fhall be found to have involved. If 
perfonal attra&ions, or amiable manners, or 
lucrative or fplendid connexions* prepon- 
derate in your heart; you are the flave of 
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engaging features, or of alluring demeanour* 
or of intereft, or of ambition ; not the fer-* 
vant of Jehovah. Hear the voice of God 
prohibiting his chofen people from mar- 
riages with idolaters. Hear St, Paul com- 
manding Chriftians to marry only in the 
Lord (jk).. Hear him, in the very paflage 
which is the foundation of the prefent 
difcourfe, commanding them not to be yokbd 
unequally with unbelievers. Wbatfellowj1rip % 
he exclaims, bath righteoufnefs with un- 
righteoufnefs ? What communion bath light 
y>itb darknefs ? What concord hath Chrift 
with Belial? What part hath he that be- 
lieveth with an infidel? Let it not be fup- 
pofed that the energy of thefe words re- 
ipefts merely the cafe of a ChrifHan about 
to marry a heathen or a fceptic. It re- 
fpefts the cafe of a Chriftian meditating 
marriage with any perfon whom God re- 
gards as not a Chriftian ; a perfon who, like 
the covetous man^ or the glutton, being en- 
flaved to fome habit of unrighteoufnefs, is 
ftamped by the Scriptures an idolater ; 4 
perfon who lives not unto Chrift, and there- 
fore -has no efficient faith in Chrift; a per- 
fon whofe heart, idolifing the world, is 
cold and formal as to genuine religion. ' 
Refleft on the danger which would necef-. 

(» 1 Cor. vii, 39. 

farily 
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drily cnfoe to your own principles no leir 
than to your happinefs, from an union with 
a partner not truly religious : and you will 
confefs that on this as on every obcafion 
intereft moves hand in hand with duty* 
Guard then your affe&ions againft fudden 
land premature impreffions. Look prU 
marily to the religious character of the in- 
dividual, towards whom you feel a dawn- 
ing of regard. Weigh circumftances with 
precifion : weighs them under a lively fenfe 
of your predifpofition to fee all things with 
a favourable eye. If attachment infinuat* 
ing itfelf into the bofom has been permit- 
ted to make progrefs, ere you difcover that 
its objeft is in the primary qualification de* 
fedtive; how diftreffing is the alternative 
of relinquilhing your profpe&s at the ex* 
pence of a bitter facrifice, or of perfifting 
at the rifle of your prefent and eternal wql* 
fare ! But if you fhrink from the facrifice, 
you do not love God above all. In making 
it, whatever you fuffer, you fuffer as a 
Cbrijiian ; you fuffer for righteoufnefs fake. 
In fuch fufferings blejfed are you. A& thus, 
in all things, and you fhall be blefied 
through your Redeemer for ever. 
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On the Chriftian Chara&ers of Youth* 



2 Cor. vL ly, 18. viL 1. 

Came out from among them, and be ye Jepa* 
rate, faith the Lord, and touch not the un- 
clean thing : and I iviU receive you, aud 
will be a father unto you, and ye Jhall be 
my fans and daughters, faith the Lord Al- 
mighty. Having therefore tkeje promifs, 
dearly beloved j let us cleanfe ourf elves 
from allfilthinefs offlejh andjpirit, perfeEi* 
ing hoUnefs in the fear of God. 

' t T A HE Chriftian graces of piety, docility, 
and reverence for age, together with 
the leading obligations into which felf- 
government is ramified, w^re investigated 
in the preceding diicourfe with eipecial 
regard to their influence on the conduft of 
youth. May the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit direft, and His bleffing pro(per, our 

inquiries 
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'inquiries into feveral branches of duty, 
which remain to be examined with a Ami* 
lar reference. 

V. With felf-government difcretion is 
intimately conne&ed. Each borrows aid 
from the other, and lends reciprocal affift- 
ance. If, in proportion as difcretion. in- 
fluences the chara&er, the path is fmoothed 
for the exercife of felf-command ; in pro- 
portion likewife as fober-mindednefs and 
forbearance produce experimental efledts 
on the conduit, the difcriminating powers 
of difcretion are ftrengthened, and the ex- 
ertion of them is rendered prompt, eafy, 
and determinate. To give to the young man 
difcretion, was an objeft which occupied the 
heart of the wifeft of men. My Jon, keep 
found wifdom and difcretion. Difcretion Jhall 
preferve thee, and jhall be life unto thy foul. 
Let the aged teach young women to be dif 
creet. I will that the younger iqomen give 
none occafion to the adverfary to fpeak re- 
proachfully (a). Such are the precepts of 
the Moft High. What confummate, what 
truly fcriptural, difcretion, was manifefted 
by the incarnate Son <»f God, when he re- 
pelled the tempter in the wildemefs ; and 

(a) Prov. L 4. ii. 1 1, ill 21, 22. Tit. ii. 5. j Tun. 
v. 14. 

when 
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when he turned afide the enfnaring quef- 
tions of his enemies ! Be yours the wil- 
dom of the ferpent with the harmleflhefs 
of the dove. Difcretion neither recom- 
mends immoderate fufpicion ; hor en* 
trenches on candid fimplicity and ingenuous 
opennefs ; nor authorifes the finalleft devia* 
tion from the path of finceritv. But* as in- 
cluding vigilant and cautious deliberation, it 
impofes a curb on the natural precipitance 
of the young : requites them to examine 
fere they choofe; to underftand before they 
decide ; to diftinguifh between qualities in 
fome points (imilar; to prefer a fubftance 
to a fhadow, an enduring to a tranfient en- 
joyment, a great good though remote to a 
trifling acquifition at hand. It regulates 
words no lefs than aftions; inculcates 
feafonablc filence ; enjoins compofure of 
(deportment; upholds ferenity of mind. 
How many unguarded fpeeches, how many 
raih compliances, how many unwife en- 
gagements, hdw many dilutes, mifcon* 
ceptions, offences, and animofities, fubje&s 
all of fubfequent and unavailing anxiety, 
would difcretion have precluded! How 
many wafted opportunities of prudent re- 
mark, of falutary advice, of a6live ufeful- 
rieft, would difcretion have feized! Dif- 
cretion exa&s a rational appropriation of 
Vol. II. D d time, 
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time, and a judicious feletSUoo of employ* 
ments. It profcribes noxious and trifling 
books; and, among the diverfity of im- 
proving ftudies, directs your eye to thofe 
which, according to your ftation* promifc 
the krgeft portion of defirable fruit. It 
forbids eagernefs and curioffty to exhauft 
the powers of youth in boundless exeur* 
fions throughout the regions of learning : 
and inftru&s you to limit youi* purfuit, to 
objeds not iurpafling your grafp by their 
number or by their magnitude. Again and 
again it founds in your ear the danger of 
' tvil communkatim: warns you that amiable 
feelings give no affurance of religion: that 
alluring manners may veil a profligate 
heart ; that wit compensates not for vice, nor 
gay checrfulnefs for indifference to piety: 
It reminds you that all the delight of the 
Pfalmift was in fucb as exeetled in virtue* 
that he was a companion to them that feared 
God; that men will form their judgement 
concerning you from the character of thofe 
with whom, you aflbciate: and, that, ac-^ 
cording to the natural propensity of your 
heart to evil and the powerful contagion 
of corrupt example* an unfavourable judge- 
ment, if at prefent premature, will probably 
be verified* 

VL 1xl 
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Vl. In the general deportmftnt and 1 con- 
duct of ibcie^y the young receive a peculiar 
taeafar* of bfenevolerit attention. Their 
minds too have not as yet forgotten earl/ 
leffbns and habits of compliance : nor loft 
the warmth of affe&ion or of fknguine ere* 
dulky amidft pfotra&ed expei fence of hypo- 
ttify and felfifhnefs. Hence the Christian' 
duty of benevolence tirges its demands on* 
youth with greater pofitive advantages, ahdt 
m the face of fewer obftadles, than etfift itf 
maturer life. If the worlds tolerant as it 
hiay be where age has chilled the feelings 
of fympathy, and caution has chained thd 
hand of liberality, regards youthful malig- 
nity and youthful unkindnefs> arid even 
youthful apathy withdeteftation: with what 
eyes (hall God> who pronounces the want of 
beneVolence utterly unchriftian in any 
period,- behold it in the young? Though 
the relief of the diftrefled by pecuniary at- 
fiftance, or by thofe comforts which money 
can purchafe, is £o far from conftituting the 
iubftance of benevolence, that you may be- 
fityw ail your goods to feed tbe poor zhd be to* 
tally devoid of Chriftiaa cbarit/i it is yet one 
of the fruits which true benevolence cannot? 
but render. If any man bath tbis world's 
good, and feetb bis brother have need, and 
Jhuttetb up bis b<nbds ofcoMpdJ!atffom K 3im; 

D d 2 bow 
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how dwelletb the love of God in him. ($ J 
If we are all members one of another, feU 
low- members of that body of which Chrifi 
is the bead: if to feed the hungry, to give* 
drink to the thirfty, to take in the ftranger, 
to clothe the naked, to vifit the fick and 
the prifoner* is to minifter to the neceflities 
t>f Chrift (c) : how dwelleth the love of our 
Redeemer in us, if we minifter not to thofe 
whom He is not ajhamed to call bis brethren, 
whofe treatment he confiders as expe- 
rienced by himfeif ? To oecpiiomy as a 
branch .of felf- government a flight allufion 
has recently been made. Let oeconomy 
now be regarded in a point of view ftiil 
more attra6tive: let it be regarded as the 
fountain appropriated to feed the ftream of 
beneficence. If we are dire&ed to look 
every man to the things of others : if the poor 
man is commanded to work with his hands s 
that he may have to give to bim that need- 
tth : Shall not youth in eafy circumftances 
fave that it may beftow ? Shall youth content 
itfelf with the renunciation of expenfive va- 
nities ? Shall it not delight to impofe filence 
on many guiltleis defires ; to facrifice many 
lawful indulgences ; to reftrift within nar- 
rower limits theportion of time employed in 

(4) 1 John, iil. 17. (f) Matth. xxv. 35, &c. 
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harmlcfs but unprofitable and unneceffafy' 
occupations ; that by difpenfing bounty with 
& larger hand, by diffusing comfort over a 
wider circle of ipifery, it may gratify iffelf 
not merely in the ampler gxercife of com- 
paffion, but in more abundant manifesta- 
tions of love to ifs God and its Redeemer? 
Chrift, the Christian's model/ f leafed not 
himfelf lived not to his pwii pafe and grati- 
fication. Let youth, obey his precepts, and 
p6py his example. f 

By the operation of benevolence on the 
heart let the young be guarded againft that 
pronenefs to entertain hafty jealouiies, and 
to form uncharitable opinions, to which, 
amidft the unexpefted difcoveries of evil 
in their aflbciates, they will be tempted. 
In contemplating thofe whom on the whole 
you difapprove, let tfce eye be no lefs open 
to merits than to failings. Let the failings 
of another teach you to meditate on your 
own offences. UniverSally difcreet, fami- 
liar exclufively with the good; be candid, 
and courteous, and benevolent to all. 

VII. Of youth one of the principal orna- 
ments is diffidence. With fomc of the 
duties already investigated, particularly with 
docility and reverence of age, diffidence is 
intimately joined. So extenfivc however 
P d 3 are 
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are its b$aripgs on the chara&ep, (o geper$4 
is its importance as a fafeguatd to youthful 
virtue, that its claims to fcpar^te confident 
tion are not to Jbe witbftood. To be little 
in your own eyes ; to diftfuft your own 
powers ; to deem humbly of your own at* 
tainments; to feck for wifdom from the 
experienced ; to honour all men ; in lowlU 
neis of mirjd to eft^em others better than 
yourfelf; to flee the haunts qf tempta^ 
tion; to reprefs the Tallies of vapity; tq 
nip affedation \r\ the bud; to r?fift the 
iuggeftions of pride ; to turn a deaf ear to 
jthe perfiiafions of ambition; to recoil frofli 
the voipe of flattery; to receive j^eifingf 
jvith lively confcioufhefs of demerit; to 
refign them with thankfulnefs that they 
have, been enjoyed lb long; tl^efe ax% 
among the lejOTons of diffidence, Plainnefs 
and modefty of apparel are indiipenfabl? 
tokens of diffidence. So pronounces St. 
Paul, whep, in contradiftin&ioh to dpcor* ? 
tions copfifting ip gold and pearls and cojlfy 
array, he directs that women {hould adory 
tbemfehes with Jhamefacednefs [d). Diffi- 
dence is lifcewife inseparable from meekpefs. 
Their union js repeatedly prefuppofed ig 
t]^9 injunctions of Holy Writ, Thus 

(^) i Tun, 1^.9, 

wh?n 
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*wh*n (lie female fex is warned by St. Petef 
againft a fondnefs for exterior cmbellifli- 
ments; the Apoftle, according to the di- 
vine wifdom (lamped on every page of the 
Scriptures, fubjoinsr Lit their adorning be 
tbe ornament of a meek and quiet Jpirit $ an 
ornament wbicb 9 however undervalued, 
negle&ed, or delpifed by the world, is in 
fbejigbt of God of great price (*). Jf low- 
linefs and humility,, if convi&ion of inhe- 
rent weaknefs, if gratitude for ndefervcd 
mercies; are requisite in every Chriftian; 
from every age and fex diffidence is re- 
quired. If the obligation is to be ftrengtb* 
ened by confekrofnefs of inexperience : it 
binds additional ties around youth. If 
delicacy of frame and of mind, naturally 
predifpofing to diffidence, are efpecial in- 
dications of the divine will : then is the 
want of diffidence peculiarly ofFenfive in 
young women. The declared objc6l of 
the Scriptures with refpeft to the female 
fex is to farm a retiring chara&er. To be 
keepers at home ; to guide tbe boufe ; to be 
obedient to tbeir bujbands; to bring up their 
children j to unite ftar, modeft and refpeft-' 
ful deference, with cbafie conversation; not to 
\zidltrsy nor tattlers, nor bufy -bodies, nor wan* 

(/) 1 Pet. iiL 4. 

D d 4 dertrs 
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derersfrotn houfe to boufe ; thefe arc among m 
the facrcd precepts defighed to imprefs and 
to fuftain it. Againft that chara&er the 
prevailirg fyftem of modern education and 
modern proceedings declares war. If the 
precept to be adorned with Jhamefacednefs^ 
when prefented to parents and inftru&ors, 
be received with paffive acquiefcence in- 
tending no pra&ical regard; it experiences 
favourable treatment. More frequently it. 
is encountered with a fmile of felf-com* 
placent fagacity, with open indifference, or 
with undifguifed contempt; as an anti- 
quated injundion abrogated by eftablifhed 
cuftom,. a maxim annulled as inconfiftent 
with the fuperior tafte and breeding of a po* 
lifhed age. And the pupil who is unfortunate 
enough to betray fymptoms of a tendency 
{o exemplify it, hears her conformity to z, 
fcriptural model, her obfervance of a fcrip- 
tural duty, pronounced vulgarity and ig- 
norance of the world ; and is taught that 
the adorning which God has beftoWed and 
enjoined is in the eyes of enlightened fa* 
ihion a blemifli and a diigrace. The leading 
goncerri of the greater number pf thofe 
perfens, who as relatives or guardians have 
the fpperintendence of young women, 
feems to be, firft, to rrain up the pupil in 
accorr pliihments for the purpofeof difplay ; 

and, 
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and, afterwards, to pufh her forward into 
Situations contrived for difplaying them. 
To aft thus is ftyled " doing juftice" to her! 
If, from thefe leflbns and this difcipline 
ihe fhould efeape with the feelings of diffi- 
dence unfubdued ; fhe is configned to the 
influence of that general and unabafhed 
fajniliarity, which coirftitutes, in theappre- 
henfion of multitudes, the eafe and perfec- 
tion of modern manners. Remember ye 
young, the inftruftions of your God, Let 
not cuftom with her countlefs wor- 
shippers feduce you to deem effrontery 
politenefs ; or to regard a Chriftian grace 
as dependent on the fanftion of an idoh 
Come out from among tbem, and be ye fe- 
parate. 

But while diffidence is affiduoufly che- 
riflbed as no lefs in itfclf a virtue than as 
the ornament and guard of every other 
virtue ; let not its nature be fo mifconceived, 
its influence fo unwifely extended, as to 
rob the mind of felf-ppffeflion . Amidft in- 
genuous humility and retiring meeknefs, 
let difcernment to perceive the track of 
duty, promptitude to enter it, perfeverancc 
to abide in it, be unimpaired. Let not 
Chriftian modefty degenerate into falie 
fliame. Be not ajhamed, when it concernetb 
tbyfouL For there is a Jhame that bringetb 

Jin: 
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Jin : and there is <a Jhame which is glory and 
grace. Accept no per/on again/1 thy foul i 
and let not the reverence cf any man caufe 
thee tdfatt. Be not thou a/handed of the law 
tftbeMoJl High. Be not thou a/hamedof 
the teftimony of our lard (/), Ridicule is 
the weapon which the diffidence of youth 
is kaft able to parry, Take then to thy- 
fclf the fhield of faith. That ihield nq 
dart of the wicked one can penetrate. 
When Jinners entice thee, cmfent thou not. 
Follow not a multitude to da evil* Remember 
Him, who for thy fake hid not bis face from 
Jhame and flitting, endured the cro/s, defpifed 
the Jhame (g). Remen^ber his ?weful de- 
nunciation: Wbofoever Jhall be ajbamed of 
me and my words, of him Jhall the Son of 
man be ajhamed, when be comet b in bis own 
glory and the glory of the Father (b). Re- 
member the Apoftles of your Lord, who 
rejoiced that they were counted worthy to. 
Juffer Jhame for bis name (j). As Chrifi has 
fuffered for us\ arm yourfelf liktwife with 
t be fame mind. If any t&anfufjer as a Chrifi 
tian y Ut him not be ajhamed\ but let him 
glorify God on this behalf. Blejfed art thou, 
when men Jhall revile thee % aud fay all man* 

if) Eccl'us, iv. 20— 2%. xlii. i, 2. t Tim. i. ft 
U) It 1.6. Hcb.xii. 2, (*) Mark, viii. 3$. Luke. 

i*. *6. (OAd^v. 41. 
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ntr of evil concerning thee fa(/efy for the 
ftke of Cfrrift. Rejoice cmd be exceeding 
glad {$). Maintain pot an unhallowed, 
(Hence, when evil is fet before thee. With 
meeknels, yet openly and firmly, bear thy. 
teftiraony to the commandments of thy 
Jfcdeef&er. Qonfds Him before men*; - 
that) when He JbaU. appear^ thou rnayeft have 
confidence ■, and n$t be afhamed before fjm 
<tfgiscomi#g(I). 

VUI, A <h?ty whpfe claims on yoqth ve 
p?i*icyjarly ftrong, whofe fpbere embraces 
every duty already inculpated, finally pre- 
sents itfelf. This duty is Exertion, 

He that gttheretb in fummer, if a wife 
fin (m)* If to require much from thofe 
to whom much has been committed be a 
rule of equity {b obvious as to have efta- 
bliihed by the common confent of man- 
kind its authority over worldly tr&nfa&ions j 
dp yp\i fwggt that God has promulgated 
(his identical rule as the criterion of your 
iinal doom? The line of exertion traced 
out by the hand of duty for the youth' of 
either fex will be varied by the elevations 
pud depreflions, and by every pther variety 

(J) 1 Pet. ir.' 1. 16. Matth. v. 11. (0 i Joh» t 

ft. 28. («)Prov.x5. 
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of local circumftances, which diverfities of 
rank and fituation introduce into that part 
of the map of life through which in dif- 
ferent inftances it is conduced. And in 
all cafes the exertion of young women will 
predominate in the unobtrufive offices of 
domeftic life; that of the robufter fex in 
the laborious cares of bufinefs. Rejoico 
then, ye young, in your ftrength. Rejoice, 
jiot that you have ftrength for toilfbme 
diflipation and finful indulgence: but 
ftrength to dedicate to God; ftrength to 
fuftain the declining years and requite the 
early fblicitude of a parent; ftrength to 
uphold a brother or a fifter tottering in tho 
rugged paths of tribulation j ftrength tq 
fuccour a circle of relatives and frieqds in 
proportion to their refpe6Uve claims and 
neceffities ; ftrength to prove by »6hve and 
diverfified ufefulnefs that you love you* 
neighbour as yourfelf; ftrength to fuperin- 
tend and guide in the fear of God a houfer 
hold or progeny of your own; ftrength to 
labour in the difcharge of the duties at- 
tached to the ftati6n in which He who dif- - 
poles the lot of all men has ordained that 
you fliould labour for Him. Rejoice, ye 
young : rejoice and glorify your Redeemer, 
Be not partakers of other men's Jins : keep 

yourfehes 
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your/elves pure% Bear fruit abundantly unto 
Chrift. Lay up treafures for life everlaft- 
ing. Employ your unbroken vigour, your* 
unclouded minds, as injlruments of rigbteouf- 
nefs unto bolinefs ; inftruments for promoting 
the temporal and eternal welfare of your- 
felves, and of all with whom you are con-- 
ne&ed. Look to Him who went about 
doing good : to Him whofe meat and drink 
it wa9 to do the will of His Father. Be di- 
ligent in well-doing. Be not enfnared into 
a purfuit of trifles. Work, thou who art 
entering on the days of thy. prime, work 
for God and for man. Work for confcience 
fake ; woi;k till the night cometh when no 
man can work. Then, when thy limbs 
tremble with age, and languor creeps over 
thy frame; then (hall thine heart be 
cheered with the remembrance of paft 
exertion : then fhalt thou blefs the grace 
of God, which difpofed and enabled thee 
to bear with faithful perfeverance the bur- 
then and heat of the day. 

In the itibje&s which have occupied the 
prefent and the preceding difcourfe, you 
have contemplated, my youthful friends;, 
the principal marks of that fcriptural cha* 
rafter, for the attainment of which your 
God-commands you to come forth and be 
feparate from the world. Touch not the tin* 

clean 
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clean thing. A folemft and mbft cortiprt^ 
henfive injun&iont You are furrounded 
by contagion. Contamination lurks on 
every fide. The dbje&s whidh cuftom and 
example obtrude on ydur regard are toe 
often like unto whited fepulcbresi which in^ 
deed appear beautiful outwardly < hut wkhiH 
are full of dead men's bones and* all unclean- 
nefs. The paths which you are inyited to 
tread lead among graves which appear ftot^ 
and the men that walk over tbetn 1 are' mt 
Aware of them. Linger not in the precirrfi* 
ef deftru&ion* Sport not amidft the bfeitfa 
t>f infe6Hon. Pity the wretched vi&ims of 
corruption: but come out frofn amtog them 
and be ye feparafa Slash is the mandate'! 
Efoes the Father of mercies iffue a command 
Unaccompanied with encouragement fa 
obedience t Never. What* in the present 
inftance, is the encouragement t I toiH'f** 
veinx yo#, and wilt be a Father unto yw±* and 
yejhall be my fins and daughters^ faith' tht 
Lord Almighty. " What though folly flttitt 
* her doors againft your returrr? My por- 
14 tals open at your approach. What though 
!* pride difclaims your friendship } I will 
V love you as a Father. What though tbd 
** world difbwnsyoii as her children ? Yefhali 
*< Be rtiy foas and daughters/* faith Jehovahl 
Within the fcope of this protoiie what ble£ 

*3 . finS. 
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ting 18 not comprifed ! To be refcued hocA 
the dominion of darknefe and translated 
into the kingdom of light ; to' be trans- 
formed from enemies into fervants of the 
Mod High ; to be made objects of love to 
Infinite Goodnefe; to be (heltered under 
the wings of Omnipotence | to be gbided 
by the fuperintendenle of Eternal Wtfilom} 
to be walked in the blood, ian&ified by the 
grace, accounted as the brethren and fitter* 
of God's Incarnate Son; to receive into our 
hearts the Spirit of adaption whereby we cry* 
Abba, Father t to have the Spirit itfdf bear 
wtnefs vtith our Jpirit tb*t we art the cbii- 
dren of God) to be heirs of Ood and joint 
heirs with Cbrifti to rejoice under every 
earthly trial with joy unjpeakable and full of 
glory \ in the conviftkJn of the tove of oui* 
heavenly Father, and in the hope of an in- 
corruptible inheritance of btifs: thefeare 
among the privileges of the fons and daugh- 
ters of the Almighty* Having therefore 
tbefe pronti/et, dearly beloved % let us ckanfe 
*urfehesffom all fUthinefs of jle/b andjpir&t 
penfe&ing holinefs in the fear of God. Mark 
the earneftneft of afie&ionate entreaty with 
which the Apoftle animates yott to labour 
for the high prize of youfr calling. Ifytak* 
he cries* almoft immediately before he de- 
livers the words of the text, Ifpeak as unto 

tnjf 
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my children. Bear with me if I feel a pdi* 
tion of his earneftnefe. I /peak as unto mf 
children. Shall thefe ftupehdous mercies 
be propofed to you in vain ? When the 
Lord of the univerfe, .the Go4 whofe fa* 
vour conftitutes the bleffednefs of angels 
and archangels, ftretches forth to you, un- 
worthy and finful as he knows you to bey 
the arms of paternal love : da you recoil^ 
do you hefitate, do you loiter ? When Jefus 
the Redeemer of mankind points to the 
cro(s on which he died for your offences* 
and thence dire6ts your eyes to the man- 
lions in His Father's hotife : will you prove 
yourfelves dead to gratitude, blind to glory I 
When the Spirit of fandification is feli- 
citous to ihed abroad, the love of God in 
your hearts ; will you refufe the grace of 
adoption, will you feai yourfelves the chil- 
dren of the devil ? Far be fuch infatuation I 
Be you, like youthful Timothy, an example 
to believers; Haften to range yourfelves 
under the ftandard of Heaven* Survey the 
promifed recompenfe, the victor's crown* 
But prepare your hearts for the warfare* 
Prepare to contend againft principalities and 
powers of darknefs, againft the rulers of the 
darkhefs of this world, againft the prince of 
this world, the God of this world. Prepare to 
fight againft evil defires, and corrupt ex- 

ample, 
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stipple, to cleanfe y <njrfelve$ from all fikhiqeft 
of flefh and fpirit. The body qf gorruptiqa 
ipuft be kept under abfolute gontrol. The* 
deeds of the Aefh "W^ he mortified ; it^ 
*ffe£Uojis and lufts muft be grucified, Th* 
l>aptifroal vow rouft be ftdfilled. Thp v^> 
paginations Qf the fcart nauft be repref- 
fed; the malignant p^ffion? queued J tfe* 
aipiring fcheroes, the prefympti}Q\is gonfi- 
dence, the empty wifdom of unhyn>W?4 
nature renounced. Every thought nujft 
be brought into fubje&ipn, reduced undejr 
captivity to Chrift Jefus. There muft h$ 
Doreferve; no bartering and trafficking for 
hcweij ; no pretext of CQ^pen&fion % 
one finful habit by many a&s of pbediejice. 
The furrender Qf the foul to Go*J jpijft be 
total. The fpirit ofholjnefs muft be obeye4 
in all things, and the whole man, body, 
foul, and fpirit, nxuft be thankfully furrepj 
dered to his guidance. Not fome filtbinefs^ 
but all filthinefs tnuft be abjured': not all 
iilthinefs of the Je/b only, but all filthinefs 
alio of the fpirit. The purpofe q£ cleanjing^ 
the practical aim of cleanfing, muft be uni- 
versal. Nothipg whicjh pollutes ifx the 
eye§ of God *»uft be tolerated. Not only 
jnuft all -filthinefs be cleanfed away, but 
boltnefs Riuft be perfe&ed. A negative gha- 
ra&er is unknown, to the Scriptures. Jf 
Vol. II. E e you 
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you are.anxious to be purified from iniquity ; 
you are anxious likewife for pofitive acqui- 
sitions, for continual progrefs in holinefs. 
For thofe acquifitions in that progrefs, you 
are inceflantly to labour. The pattern of 
your Saviour is to dwell upon your mind. 
To transfer into your own difpofitions an 
encreafing portion of his Spirit; to form 
your own conduft into a nearer and nearer; 
however diftant, refemblance of his excel- 
lence ; to grow in grace, to add virtue to 
virtije, to prefs forward towards the mark, 
to furmount the remaining obftacles of fin; 
to break the bands which retard your exer- 
tions ; to be holy as Chrift is holy, perfeft 
as he is perfeft ; to redouble your fpeed 
when you difcover yourfelf to have linger- 
ed, your diligence when you perceive that 
you have been carelefs : behold the tenor 
fcf your life, if you are bent on perfe&ing 
holinefs. But who 'is fujjicient for tbefe 
things ? No man. How then is holinefs 
to be perfe&ed ? In the fear of God. Fear 
God: and the difficulties of a Chriftiart 
courfe are no longer thfe fubjedl of de- 
fponding apprthenfion. The fea* of God 
infures the prefence of His all-fufficient 
grace: The fear of God infpires lowlinefs; 
but in working lowlinefs it- creates confi- 
dence in Him who hasprdmifed to uphold 
.. the 



Gharaftirs of Youth. 419. 

the humble. It fummons to unremitting 
fupplication: but teaches that He whom 
you fupplicate is mighty to fave. Go on 
then in tbefirengtb of the Lord: make men* 
tion of his righteoufnefs onfy^ 

Pi&ure to yourfelves one of the children 
of this world grown old in fin and uncon- 
cern ; and throwing his eye backward over, 
the gloom of wafted years. Behold the hand 
of heaven writing bitter things againfi him $ 
and caufing him topoffefs the iniquities of his 
youth/ Can he recall the day that is 
paft ? Can he ftretch forth the remnant 
of age to the meafure of. his paft period 
of probation ? Will regret transform the 
fruits which he has borne unto fin into ac- 
cumulated treafures of holinefs ? Suppoie 
his heart broken and contrite* At what 
price would he not rejoice to purchafe the 
chance of thofc years, which Providence 
may yet have in ftore for you ! With what 
eagernefs of holy exertion* with what 
determinations of righteous perfeverapce, 
.would he enter upon his new career! With 
what folicitude would he watch over his 
heart ; with what humility woultf he reft 
on the grace of his Saviour; with what 
zeal would he labour for a lot in .the inhe* 
ritance of the faints ! To him this defcrip- 
tion is a fhadow. To you it may be a 
E e 2 difplay 
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difplay of realities. Do what the aged pe- 
nitent wouW have <ione. Lofe not a mo- 
ment. The fpan yet remaining to the 
aged penitent, fcanty as are the limits with- 
in which the courfe of nature confines it* 
may be longer than that which you are 
to occupy. If you procraftinate ypur de- 
cision; he may be glorifying God in a Chris- 
tian old age, when you have clofed iri death 
an unchriftian youth . Hear the invitations 
of the Lord your Saviour! Devote yow- 
felves to that Matter, of whofe fervice you 
never fhall repent. Choofe that good part \ 
which Jha/l never be taken away fromyotu 
Do I not anticipate the afpirations of your 
fouls ?— * O God ! we defpife not thy pro- 
" tnifes; we difregard not thy mercies. In- 
u cline us, enable us, to come forth and be ft- 
u f orate. Preferve us fr6m the unclean thing i 
u receive us to Thyfelf. Send down the 
41 Spirit of thy grace to dwell with us, to 
u guide our hearts in thy teftimonies, to 
'* eftablifh our feet in thy paths. So fliall 
u we be thy fons and daughters, O Lord 
u Almighty ! We fhall reign with thee, 
u Jefos pur Redeemer ! We fhall rejoice 
** for fever before thy throne, Our Father 
u wbidralt in heaven !" 
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SERMON XX. 

On the Method of Salvation. 



Acts, xvi. 30. 

What muft I do to befaved? 

CUPPOSE a mariner fhipwrecked on a 
defert iiland to behold in the horizon 
the blue fummits of a chain of mountains, 
which he knows to rife in a cultivated re« 
gk» flourishing with all the comforts of 
life. To arrive at that happy land becomes 
the objeft of his uncealing defire. But 
how is the objefl to be attained ? Shall a 
(lender raft, fuch alone as in his deftitutc 
condition he can fabricate, float him thither 
.amid currents and winds and waves ? Some- 
times, in a moment of confidence, he per- 
fuades himfelf that his deliverance is within 
the compafs of his own ability. Soon he 
JttCognifes the feeblenefs of his powers, 
EC3 the 
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the certain inefficacy of his exertions ; an<J 
is ready to cill on the rocks and woods of 
his abode to fliield him from the lingering 
deftrufticp which awaits him^) Then he 
rears his fignals along the fhbre, anxious 
if they ?nay but win the notice qf fome 
bark from a civilifed nation, or even of the 
vagrant canoe of a lavage ; and thus procure 
for him a paflage to the haven where be 
would be^ or, at leaft, affiftance on his way, 
and inftru&ions how to accomplifh the re- 
mainder of his courfe, ( Behold the pic- 
ture of a finner felfrConvidted of. guilt, con- 
scious of impending judgement, aware of 
the poflibility of deliverance, ignorant of 
the method by which deliverance is to be 
attained, and eagerly looking around for 
information and fuccour ! 

What tnuji I do to he faved? Such was 
the queftion Which the jailor at Philippi 
propofed to Paul and Silas. Self-con- 
demned as a tranigreflbr ; earneft, like the 
fhipwrecked mariner, for efcape; and in 
one refpeft Angularly favoured, infomuch 
as by the terrors of the fupernatural earth- 
quake he was convinced that the way of 
falvation was to be learned from the very 
perfons whom he had recently thruft into 
£he innermeft dungeon; he fervently im- 
plored, 
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plored, in the few and moft comprehen- 
fiye words which the extremity of folici^ 
tade inspired, the guidance of thefe mef* 
fengers of Chrift. We, no lefs than the 
jailor, are fully fatisfied that from the word 
of God, however it be conveyed ;$rom the 
meffengers of Chrift, whether they fpeak 
to us in perfon or in their writings ;J the- 
way of felvation is to be fought. Pn>- 
pofing therefore the jailor's queftion, each 
q{ us for himfelf, let us firft confider the 
anfwers which many who bear the name 
of Chriftians return to it, ^ And fecondly, 
]fit us fearch for the anfwer returned to it in 
tfre Scriptures. 

I, What mufti do to btfavedtj* Be de- 
* cent," i£ is by fom,c replied, " in your 
44 life and converlatiQn. Qbferve with re- 
44 gularity the eftablifhed rights of public 
44 vyorihip. Be upright in your dealings. 
44 Maintain a refpe&able charadier. In- 
44 clulge not in any flagrant vice. A61 
44 thus, and you will have no caufe for ap- 
44 prehenfion. Qod is. a God of mercy. 
44 He does not expeft unreafonable fervice. 
44 He is not a rigorous mafter, an unjuft 
"judge. He knows our ftrength, or ra- 
44 ther our weaknefs : and he demands not 
E e 4 " from 



424 Qn tie Method bf ^ahdtitm. 

" frorti us riiore than we are ablfe tb p6t* 
<# form. He is acquainted with tht ibdi* 
* 4 nations of our nature : and though hfc 
" ufes ftrong language in the Sdriptuft* 
«* for the putpofe of reftrtdning Ms tvithift 
** equitable bounds, hfe will not call ub ti* 
a a ftrift iccoulit for the moderate ihdul* 
€l gfeuce df our defires."- The Waning <Jf 
cfdunfel is often illustrated by looking to 
the conduft of the counfellor. Survey the 
general conduft of the men who ofler this 
counfel. What is the ordinary Courie of 
their lives ? Altogether Worldly. You fet 
each man, under the fallacious garb of de- 
corum, living to his favourite paffions and 
propenfities. One is habitually fenfual; 
another, proud ; another, covetous ; ano- 
ther, utichafte. The worftiip paid to God 
is a cold and formal &hd relufihklit fervice. 
The heart is devoted to its own idol. You 
fcarcely feel it heceflary to refeV to the 
Scriptures in order to learn whether thefe 
advifers have returned a fatifa&oty an- 
swer to your queftion. Your Uhdefftand- 
lng fuffices. You reply to ydurfefrr-i* If 
" praftically and habitually I live to the 
" world ; how can I hope for a reward 
*from God? If, while I pr6feft tt> be 
* his fervant, 1 am iA my heart ttttd con- 
z " duft 
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*du6l feeking lhy »*h plfeafars ohly: 
•* I am st hypocrite. Cah hypafcfify l&d t* 

* falvatiqn? I muft aft other ceunitl." a ~ 
What intift I do to l>6 faved?-"You 

" judge rightly," reply your n*w iafttuc- 
tors, " that your former iadvifers have fur* 
M ntfhed a vtry imperfeft anfwertoyouf 
a enqnirife*; They have forgotten that a 
*' chatadief, to be pleating to mail or to 
a God, muft be amidbk* Sweetnefs of 
" rtianners, eafy aflability, courtedufneft 
"ami good humour, are indifpeniable* 
? Be candid* Judge no one. ShUn mo* 
" roftnefs. Partake freely of the gifts of 
n heaven. Gaiety is the proper attribute 
* 4 of innoctnce. Study to pleafe all, and 
" to make all pleafed with themfelves. 
" To cheerftilttefs add liberality according 

* to your convenience* So fhall you ren* 
" det all around you happy in thi* world* 
" and may juftly conclude that God will 
« render you happy with them in the tract." 
Still you perceive, nbtwithftlanding theft 
knpofmg terms, that the fuggefted addi- 
tions may have contributed to the former 
chara&er nothing but a fpecious varnifh. 
Thofe additions may be nothing better than 
friofe refined accomplilhments. How taany 
lelfifli, how many deceitful, how many 

aban- 
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abandoned men have correfponded with 
this, defcript ion! Can thofe qualities which 
may be attained, thofe proceedings which 
nwy be adopted, by the wicked, enforo 
falvation ? {Jut allow the qualities to be in 
fincerity poffeffed. Concede to them their 
due excellence. How far are they from 
completing the fcriptural pi&ure of a Chris- 
tian! How far does this decent and ami- 
able man fall fhort of the example difc 
played by the Apoftlcs, and the early fol- 
lowers of Chrift ? What proof is here ta be 
found of fan&ity, of heavenly <»mindednels, 
of fuperiority to the world, of mortifica- 
tion of the corruptions of the Heart; of 
thofe difpofitions towards God, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, which the 
Scriptures inceffantly inculcate and de- 
mand i More is yet requifite. The quef- 
tion is ftill unanfyvered. What nmft I do- 
to be faved? 

44 If you would be faved," . replies ano- 
ther fet of advifers, " be a uftful character, 
*' Benevolence is the firft pf Chriftian vir- 
" tues. lie that lovetb bis neighbour bath 
41 'fulfilled the law. Be aftive for the good 
" of others. ; Eeftir yourfelf zealoufiy ip 
"the publig offices belonging to your 
u ftation. Aflift your friends with your 

" advice, 
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M Sulvice, with your intereft, with your 

* purfe. Forward local concerns* . Patron 
" nife general improvements.^ Encourage 
u public institutions. Abound in private 

* charity. So fhall your name be ho-» 
H noured among men. .. So (hall you not 
" fail to receive falvation, the due reward 
* 4 of your virtues."*-* That you muft la- 
bour to be ufeful, if you would obtain fal- 
vation, is unqueftionable. It is equally 
true that he, who loveth his neighbour, 
hath fulfilled the law, fo far as his conduft 
towards his neighbour is concerned. But 
is religion fummed up in ufefulnefs to your 
neighbour ? Does not religion look to mo- 
tives ? If it be not from a religious motive 
that we are ufeful to our neighbour; is 
our ufefulnefs any mark of religion ? Has 
it any principle in common with religion? 
If a wicked man from a wicked motive 
performs an a6l of great ufefulnefs to his 
neighbour ; is he therefore religious ? If a 
carelefs man from a motive neither virtuous 
nor criminal confers a fignal- benefit on 
another : is he therefore religious ? Mere 
ufefulnefs, it is evident, proves nothing, 
and avails nothing. Then as to the* fulfil- 
ment of the law. Is it only towards man 
fhat we have a law to obferve ? Is there 

not 
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not a Cod? Are we not bound by. a tor 
to hitti ? Are there not peculiar duties con- 
tinually owing to him ? Is not every a£fc of 
duty to mail founded on duty to God? 
Is. not every aft of duty to man- acceptable 
before Gpd mly ifrhen it is performed from 
love to God? Are we not commanded, 
whatever we do, to da all to the glory if 
Ged> .that Gtd may in all things be glorified 
through Jefus Chriftf It i$ undeniable then 
that uftfulncfs to man is not the bails by 
which a title to falvation can be fuftained* 
}Vhat .ftiuft I do to be faved i 
: u You forget/ 1 exclaims another clafs, 
46 jou forget the ihare which the atonement 
" of Qhrift vindicates to itfelf in the work 
** of human falvation. We will, difclofe 
*/ to you the grounds on which we are 
•' confident that weourfelves ihall be laved. 
V. We hfive always fliewn ourfelves punc- 
*' tual in frequenting religious ordinances. 
" We have led extremely moral lives. We 
" have! not overlooked amiablenefs of de- 
" portment. W$ haye been highly ufeful 
^ in our gfeneration. On each of theie 
" foundations, were we inclined to booft* 
-t.T*»:i»ighfc eftablilh powerful pretentions. 
f 4 Biitlwe romeinbef the frailty of our com- 
44 mort .nature j.aftd ^o not wilh to djflem- 
: ,- , « ble 



On the Method of Salvation. 429 

** We our own imperfections* We thank 
" God that we are not as many other men . 
a are : but before him we do not profefe 
** to be righteous. We acknowledge diat 

* ve are to be faved through Jefus Chrift, 

* Much as we hgvc done, fcmetbi&g con- 
" fiderable, we doubt not, has been left 
u undone. SThat deficiency Chrift will fup~ 

* ply. Our own merits, balanced againft 
** our offences, are infoffioient to turn the 
** fcale. Chrift will add from his, what he 
44 fees needful to make it preponderate ** 
Is this theft the Goipel plan of Salvation 
through a Redeemer ; of falvatton by free 
grace ; of falvation not of works, left any 
man fhould boaft ? If Abraham, the father 
of the faithful, the friend of the Moft 
High, had nothing whereof to glory before 
<Sod : do you prefume to eeme as claim- 
ants of falvation in part, in great part, as 
of debt ; as in part, in* great part, due to 
you on the ground of -purchafe by the 
merit of your works ? Was k to fapply 
an addition requifite to turn the fcale in 
your favour that Jefus Chrift bqcame man, 
laboured, and died ? Is this an objedi cor- 
refponding with the emotions of the Sacred 

' writers when their tongues labour for ut- 
terance 
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terahce, and feem incapable of producing 
expreffions adequate to Ihadow oiit thfc. 
tranfeendent mercies of redemption I What 
is the glcfry which you .accord to the Son 
of God? The glory of your falvation ? Nd. 
That glory you afliime primarily to your- 
felf. The eharaSers previoufly defcribed 
named not the name of Chriih They 
feemed not to take him into the account. 
One looked for falvation through decent 
morality: another added amiableneis as 
a requisite ; another fubjoined ufefulnefs. 
You fcek falvation on the ground of felf- 
righteouihefs. You name Chrift: but it 
is only to dishonour him* You take him 
into the account : but it is only to exclude 
him from the chief concern, in the office 
of laving you. Each of your predeceflbrs 
was his own idol. You alfo worfliip youf- 
fclf. Miferable counfellors, tniferable com- 
forters are ye all (a) I My (ins ftare me ia 
the face. I feel my own helpleffnefs. 
What muft I do to be iaved ? 

II. You have heard fbme examples of the 
manner in which the ignorant and the proud 
reply to this momentous queftion. Now 
receive aji anfwer from an Apoftle ; Believe 

{a) Job, xvi, %• 

in 



On the Method of Sdlvdtion* 43 1 

fa the Lord Jefus Chrift i and thoujhaltbe 
Javed. 

• Believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift I What 
is the meaning of this command, to the 
obfervance of which the promife of falva* 
tion is annexed? Is. the meaning this? 
44 1 muft acknowledge the Bible to be the 
44 word of God More particularly I muft 
give fuil credence to the narrative which 
the Scriptures deliver of the adhons and 
the fufFerings of Jefus Chrift. I muft 
44 believe all the articles of the Chriftian 
44 faith, I muft keep my mind fully fatif- 
a fied> in defiance of cavils and difficulties, 
44 that the Chriftian religion is true, I muft 
44 alfb be perfuaded that the fpecific doc- 
44 trines of the Gofpel are a&ual verities/' & lt ^ J 
This feith is the faith of the underftanding: 
and as a firft ftep, is abfolutely neceffary. 
But if your faith is to condudt you to falva- 
tion, it muft be perfefted in another quar- 
ter. How fpake the Evangelift Philip ? 44 If 
44 thou believeft with all thine heart, thou 
44 mayeft be baptifed." How fpeaks St, 
Paul ? 44 With the heart man believeth unto 
44 righteoufnefs (6.)" 

You perceive then,, that faith, if it ter- 
minates in the underftanding, is nothing. 
In its way to the heaft it muft convince the 

(*) Aft*, viii. 27* Rom. x. 10^ 

judge-; 



4j? On tbtMtikfidtfSaLvttv** 

judgement i beoatilc our Mak^r deals with 
us as rational creatures, and requires a !%%» 
fonable lervice* But the heart ie its obJ4& 
There it muft arrive* There it ©yft 4W*1J« 
There it muft reign. Believe with &§ 
heart ip the Lord Jefus Chrifi* mi then 
flialt be laved* 

Whet then does Christian faith* s$ go-' 
Venning the heart, include t It implies & 
deep fenfe of our own inherent corftip£k)n« 
For how ihali we be duly foJiqif py? for a 
cure, unlefs we are irapreffed . with the 
danger of the difeafe ? It implies a ftrong 
(on virion of the heinoufiiefe of 6a, aud an 
aweful fonfeioufnds of the puntfhment, to 
which we have juftly become oimoxious by 
wilful and moil ungrateful disobedience. 
For how (hall we be fufficiently earneft tp 
he relieved from the penalty which we 
have incurred, unleft we are fe^ftble of it$ 
amount ? It implies z decided c,oavi6Hon of 
our own inability to discharge jujy part of 
our debt to divine juftice. For &b&rwifo 
how IhalJ we be deeply anxious to leek for 
a mediator and a furety ? It impjies a fei> 
vent defire to be refcu^d from the fijtvre 
dominion of fin.. For* to \y^t pyrpole 
fhouid we be delivered fror» fhe fenteqoc 
pronounced againft us, if we are fpeedUy 
to bring down uppn purjfejvps the lame fen- 

tence 
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tpnce again? It implies an experimental, 
knowledge that, if we are abandoned 
to our natural ftrength, we fliall unquef-' 
tionably be the prey of fin, as hereto- 
fore. For if we imagined ourfelves to 
be equal to our own defenee ; why fhould 
we look around for fuccour? It implies 
undoubting belief that in Chrift Jefus is, 
perfect falvation ; perfect wifdom and righ- 
teoufhefs and fandlification and redemp^r 
tion. For otherwiie where would be the 
adequate encouragement to confide our 
falvation to. him ? It implies a cordial af- 
furance that he alone is the way, the truths 
and the life ; that no man cometh unto the 
Father but by him (c). For otherwife how 
fhall we be guarded againft the blalphe- 
tnous delufion of framing to ourfelves co-' 
ordinate or fuppl$mei\tary mediators ? * 

How then will this faith manifeft itfelf ? 
By its fruits : by its efficacy in impelling 
and constraining us to ad in every refpeft 
conformably to its nature. "If we believe 
ourfelves to be radically corrupt; we ftiall 
renounce with difguft, th^ idea of pro- 
feffing any righteoufne(s of our own. If 
we believe ourfelves obnoxious to' punifti- 
inent; we ihall devoutly apply for an in-, 

(<■) Jofin, xiy. & 

Vol. II, ' F ( terefl 
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tereft in the appointed ranfbm. If we be-. 
lieve ourfelves utterly unable to difcharge 
any portion of the demands, which the 
avenging juftice of God urges againft us; 
Vre fhall confefs that our deliverance, if we 
are delivered, will be an aft of free and 
Unmerited grace . If we are fervently -de- 
firous pf future hplinefs ; we fhall feek 
with proportionate folicitude the renewing 
influence of the Spirit of fan&ification. If 
we are convinced that, left to ourfelves, we 
cannot but fall ; we (hall plaee our whole 
reliance on the continued guidance and 
fuppprt of the Holy Ghoft. If we are 
convinced that Jefus Chrift is an all-fuf- 
ficient Saviour ; to him we fhall have re- 
cpurfe for falvation. If we are fatisfied 
that there is falvation in no other, that there 
U no other name under heaven given among 
&en whereby we niay befaved: to him alone 
we fhall commit pur fouls. To him we 
fhall fly, as tfrc lajnb of God who taketh 
away the fins of the whole world:, as 
having m9.de atonement even for us by his 
blood : a.s our prefent advocate with the 
Father : as ever living to make interceffion 
for us: as having the fucpours pf the Holy 
Spirit at his difpofal: as inverted with att 
power in earth ^nd heaven : as loving us 
with unparalleled affe&ion: as watching 
9 * over 
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t>ver us with unwearied care : as our ex- 
ample, our inftru&or* our law-giver: as 
having afeended into the manfions of his 
Father to prepare a place for his fervants : 
-as. again to return in glory, that he may 
raife all the generations of man from the 
grave; judge the affembled world in righte- 
oufiiefs* receive his faithful followers t<* 
-himfelf; and feal up the wicked, with the 
devil and his angels ,in the abodes of un- 
utterable and everlafting deftru&ion. 

Thefe are the fruits of faith, when firft 
it brings the iinncr to the foot of the crofs. 
What are its fruits, when rifing from the 
foot of the crof&, the penitent (inner pro^- " 
ceeds to approve himfelf the fervant of that 
Lord, who loved him and gave Himfelf 
for him? Its fruits are unto holinefs* 
Looking unto Jefus, the author andfinijher of 
his faith, the penitent finner actuated by a m 
new principle, living to new objeds, devoted 
to a new mafter> labours in the ftrength of 
his Redeemer's grace to become dead unto 
fin and alive only unto righteoufhefs* He 
is eager to manifeft his gratitude and af«- 
fedion to his Saviour, To the laws of 
Chrift he cheerfully and unrefervedly fub^. 
mits* In the fteps of Chrift he endeavours 
to tread* The glory of Chrift he is watchful 

F f z and 
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and zealous to promote, fn God, thfe 
Father of his crucified Lord, he beholds, a 
Father reconciled even to him. In his 
brethren of the houlchold of faith he be- 
holds men united to himielf not merely by 
the common ties of nature, but by the ad- 
ditional and facred bands of redeeming love. 
Even in the wicked he beholds thofe whom 
the Son of God died to fave : whom God 
ftill fpares that they may accept faivation 
through His Son. Hence adive love to 
God and man chara61erife the fervant of 
Chrift. Fearful of falling fhort of the gkv 
rious faivation fet before him ; aware of 
the tremepdous power of hisfpiritual ene- 
my, yet not caftdown, becauie he refts on 
the arm of an Almighty Redeemer : he 
ftudies to adorn the do<5trine of God his 
Saviour in all things, to be a pattern of 
every good work. Waiting for the coming 
of his Lord, looking forward to things uii- 
feen, he displays not only the atiive virtues 
of the Chriftian chkradter, but thofe alio 
which are paffive : refignation to the ap- 
pointments of God, patient endurance of 
affli&ions, unwearied forgiveness of in- 
juries, willingnefi to bear contempt and 
reproach- for righteoufnefs' lake. In no 
degree relying for acceptance on his work*'; 
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but confcious that, unlefs bis faith is evi- 
denced by habitual Works of holinefs, he" 
never ihall fee the Lord; he unremittingly 
labours to maintain a conference void of 
offence towards God and towards man. 
Thus faith worketh by love, and by work* 
proves itfelf to be perfect; 

To us individually, my brethren, th$ 
great queftion is, whether we are feeking 
falvation in the way which the Scriptures 
teach ; whether we are feeking it through 
Him whom God has ordained to be the 
Redeemer. Are we placing confidence ill 
a moral abftinence from certain vices, i 
moral regard to certain virtues; having 
the form of godiinefs, but denying the power 
thereof \ decent in the externals of religion/ 
but reje£ting the univerfality of its do- 
minion, averfe to its humbling and fpi- 
titual nature? Or do we repofe our 
truft on an amiable character ; the refult 
of pohflied manners, eafy good-humour, 
engaging affability, and ready compaffion i 
Or are we depending on the fancied me- 
rits of ufefulnefs ; while, in the midft of 
x>ur ufefuinefs; God has not been in all out 
thoughts ? Or are we pharilaicaliy pre- 
fuming on a fuppofed righteoufnefs of 
•ur own; Winging in the Giver of all 

things 
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things as our debtor, or deeming ourfelvei 
to have paid a part of the price of our falva* 
tion in the compenfatory coin of our own 
works?- Or are we relying exclufively on 
Chrift Jefu s ? Do we feel ourfelves to be dead* 
and conftrained to come unto Him that we 
may have life ? Through him do we feck 
pardon and reconciliation and grace? 
Have we taken his yoke upon us ? Are 
we willing to bear his burthen ? Do we 
love him and obey him as the Captain of 
ourfalvation ? While, equally difclaiming an 
unprodu&ive faith, and works proceeding 
from any other root than faith, we main* 
tain the infeparable union and the indif* 
penfable neceffity of faith and works; do 
we accurately affign to each ofthefe requi- 
fites to falvation its proper «ad peculiar and 
• exclufive office ? Do we ftedfaftly bear in 
mind that faith is the inftrutaent whereby 
we obtain an intereft in that treafure, which 
completely and fblely purchafes our ^dva* 
tion, the atoning merit of Jefus Chrift t 
and that good works,, acceptable to God 
not through defert of their own, for ctar 
beft works are imperfed and finful, but 
folely through the blood of our Redeemed 
are requifite, as fruits of faith ; aw rcquifitt 
to prove the exigence of that true faith of tb* 

heart, 
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heart, which, wherever it exifts, cannot but 
produce them ? Do we acknowledge that 
faith is wrought in the foul by the grace of 
God; /a flame primarily kindled in the 
breaft by Him, and by Him ftill to be fuf- 
tained : a ftream to be preferved in purity 
and a&ivity only by perpetual fupplies from 
that fountain whence it originally flowed ? 
If we now difcern, my brethren, the 
momentous import of the queftion ftated 
in the text ; if we perceive that from the 
Wort! of God, from the Word of God ex* 
qlufively, the anfwer is to be derived : let 
us paufe and reflect on the Angular gra- 
titude with which, in eonfequence of the 
extraordinary mercies vouchfafed to us, 
our bofoms ought to glow. Caft your eyes 
over the map of the Chriftian world : ex- 
tend -your furvey through every region 
where the name of Chrift has been named * 
and point out, beyond the precinfts of our 
native iAt, the fpot where we fhould have 
-enjoyed equal advantages as to the attain- 
ment of the knowledge of falvation. What 
if we had feen the light in Judea, the 
: cradle of Chriftianity: x>r in Antioch, or 
in Colofle, or in Ephefus, or in Corinth, 
fcenes where the vineyard of our Lord 
\?as planted and watered by Apoftles* 

Trampling 
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Trampling on the ruins of the temples of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft ; 
we had bowed before the crefcent of Ma- 
homet, and refted our everlafting hopes oi\ 
{he impoftures of the Koran. What if we 
had been born in any of the numerous 
kingdoms overshadowed by the fupremacy 
q£ Rome : or within the bounds of that 
enormous empire, where the corruptions 
pf the Greek church maintain their fway ? 
Riveted in the chains of (prieltcraft and; 
fuperftition ; bending in idolatrous rever- 
ence before images or pi&ures ; and con- 
figning our falvation to the care of ima- 
ginary interceffors ; we had forfaken the 
otie Mediator between God and man. I for- 
bear minutenefs of companion with the 
jftate of our Proteftant brethren abroad. 
Whatever be the points of fuperiority in 
our lot, may the God of mercy impart 
them to the whole world ! Let us in the 
mean time rejoice with thankful humility 
in the lot which from His unmerited grace 
we have received. Let us praife Him 
who has caufed us to iahcrit the bleflings 
of a land of liberty, civil and religious; of 
a church in doftrine evangelical, in difci- 
pliue apoftolical. Let us remember that 
from him to whom much is given y much foall 
10 be 
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he required. When we contemplate the 
light with- which we have been favoured; 
nationally and individually, what are we ? 
'What punishment do we not deferve? 
While the judgements of God are abroad 
in the world ; may the inhabitants of this 
our country learn righteoufnefs ! While 
the horizon is faddened with the encircling 
tempeft, while the thunders of vengeance are 
roaring in every ' Surrounding land; may 
there be wrought in us through faith ia the 
Lord Jefus the brokeu and confrite heart 
which God will not defpife ! To Him who 
giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth 
not, let us plead for the gift of faith, the 
foundation of all other gifts from heaven, in 
conftant prayer. Let us Strengthen our 
faith by the Study of his word; by religious 
meditation ; by contemplating the fervent 
piety, the perfevering holinefs, the uniha- 
ken fortitude, the labours of love, the joy- 
ful endurance, the triumphant death, of 
eminent believers in Chrift Jefus in antient 
or in later days. Let us encourage our- 
selves in our earthly pilgrimage by habi- 
tually looking forward with the eye of 
faith to the things unfeen^ that better coun- 
try, that blifsful home, that incorruptible 
inheritance, that city with eternal founda- 
Vol. II. G g tions 
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tiohs whofe builder and maker is God, 
which is the fubftance of out hope. Let 
us believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift; and 
we fhall be preferved from the ftorms of 
time, or be ftrengthened to fuftain therm 
Let us believe in the Lord J^fus Chrift ; 
and however fierce may be the fiery trial 
which comes upon us, however our (yes 
may be confumed wifA grief and wax eld 
becaufe of all bur enemies^ We fhall be faved 
with everlafting falvation. 
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